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Dear brothers and sisters
in Christ,
Christ is Risen! He is
Risen, indeed! Alleluia!
Amen.
We have entered the season of Easter which celebrates the most significant
event ever to have taken
place in human history:
the resurrection of Jesus,
the Messiah, God’s Son,
and our Savior. This is
the greatest reason to
“Praise the Lord,” which
in the Greek language is
said with just one word:
“Alleluia.”
Dr. Paul Maier wrote a
book called “A Skeleton in
God’s Closet.” It’s a fictional novel about what it
would mean if they found
the skeleton of Jesus in a
tomb in Israel. The story
goes that some archeologists found a tomb with an
inscription that states that
the contents are the remains of Jesus of Nazareth. As the story unfolds, it reveals how
Christianity unravels if
Jesus did not rise from the
dead. I won’t tell you the
end, in case you want to
read the book for yourself.
However, the Holy Scriptures actually declare that
if Jesus didn’t rise from

the dead, it would be a devastating blow to Christianity.
The apostle Paul writes about
this in the 15th chapter of Corinthians. He declares, “If
only for this life we have
hope in Christ, we are to
be pitied more than all
men.” He makes that summary statement after telling
us what it would mean if
Christ has not risen from
death. If Christ has not been
raised:
Our preaching is useless
and so is your faith
Preachers are liars because they proclaim that
Jesus rose from the dead
Preachers are false witnesses about God
Then the dead are not
raised either
Your faith is futile because you are still in
your sins
Then those who have
fallen asleep in Christ
are lost . . . gone forever
The apostle Paul then goes
on to declare:
“But Christ has indeed
been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep.”
(1 Corinthians 15:20, NIV)

Christ is Risen! He is
Risen, indeed! Alleluia!
That’s what Easter is all
about. Through faith in
Jesus and His death and
resurrection, all your sins
are forgiven. Through
faith in the resurrection,
hope is reborn in the
heart. Because of the resurrection, those who have
died in Christ will rise on
the last day victorious
over sin and death.
Through faith in the resurrection, we will live eternally, for each of us who
believe will be raised with
all believers to live forever in the kingdom of
Jesus Christ.
The resurrection of Jesus
Christ fills us with hope
and joy and peace every
day. His resurrection is
what helps me to rise
each day with the strength
to meet the new day.
Christ is Risen, Indeed!
In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Bender
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Group Bible Studies
Pastor Bender’s Class meets in the Fellowship Hall
at 9:15 each Sunday. We are currently studying
“Paul’s Letter to the Galatians”.
Pastor Stanton’s Class meets in Room 203 at 9:15 each Sunday. Join us as we are
reading the book “The Hiding Place” by Corrie TenBoom. This inspirational series
examines the Christians witness in the midst of suffering.
Sr. High Bible Studies meet each Sunday at 9:15 in the Instructional Room (formerly
Library) If you’re a student in grades 9 through 12, you’re invited to take advantage of
this opportunity to discuss the issues and challenges you face daily as a Christian. Class
Leaders: Mike & Erin Carson
Kids Bible Hour
Sunday mornings at 9:15
3,4,5 year olds Room 103
Grades 1,2 Room 102
Grades 3,4,5 Room 101
Grades 5-8 Conference Room

As we anticipate nice weather we think of Vacation Bible School. Plans are
being made & dates will be announced soon. There are several ways the
congregation can help to make VBS a success. On Saturday May 4th and Sunday
May 5th, stop by and enjoy a meal at Fazoli’s on Greenfield Ave. (just West of
Hwy 100) as a Fund Raiser to support St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School. There will be
coupons available that need to be presented when ordering for the proceeds to be
credited to us. Final plans are still being coordinated with Fazoli’s so watch for updated information.
Donate: We will be posting a list of items needed for VBS; your time– many hands
working together are needed as children from our congregation & the community
come to grow in Jesus. Contact Carol Percell at 414-541-9515 if you are willing to
volunteer.
Also, a reminder that we have (5) Enjoy the City Books available for purchase at $20
each, and Cash Coupon cards are available for $10 per card. Both can be purchased in
Room 103 Sunday mornings or by calling Diane Ross at 414-327-2154.
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Monday Mornings at 11:30 “Judges” Meet us in the Fellowship Hall
Leader: Laurel Privatt
Thursday Morning Bible Study 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall
Leader Pastor Stanton
Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
Please join us on April 13th & 27th in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00am for breakfast & Bible
Study. We are studying the Augsburg Confession. Leader: Pastor Bender

Lutheran Special School and Education Services is hosting it's
24th Annual "Play-A-Round" for Special Kids golf outing Monday, May 13th, 2013 at North
Hills Country Club in Menomonee Falls. We continue to celebrate over 50 years of serving
children with special needs. If you are not a golfer, please consider joining us for social hour,
dinner, the evening program, and voice auction. Social hour begins at 5pm.
Services provided by LSSES include: two self-contained classrooms for 3rd-8th grade; resource
rooms at St. John's in Glendale, Mt. Calvary in Milwaukee, and Our Redeemer in Wauwatosa;
Art Therapy; School to work program at MLHS; teacher consultant services and student testing
to over 40 schools in the Southeast Wisconsin.
Your participation could include:
Enjoying 18 holes of golf, lunch, auction, and dinner banquet
Hole Sponsorship
Advertisement in the program booklet
Donation of an auction item
*Themed Basket
*Cabin/condo or Getaway
*Tickets to Sporting Events
*Experiences and unique packages
Sponsor a golfer (professional church worker)
Registration and sponsorship forms are available on the website atwww.lsses.org
The funds raised from this event enable us to continue to serve children with special learning
needs in a Christian education setting. Please prayerfully consider donating or participating in
this year's outing. Call 414-461-8500 or go to www.lsses.org for more information.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ~ West Allis
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Sr. Fun
Seekers

Church Meetings
This Month
April 2
Boards
6:30pm
April 4
Finance
4:00pm
April 9
Church Council
6:00pm
April 23
Elders
6:30pm

Due to limited interest in Porgy and Bess we
have decided to cancel that event. Instead we are
planning a sightseeing cruise on the Milwaukee
River and harbor. We had already noted a trip
to the Railroad Museum and train in East Troy in
July. As of now one of these will take place in
June and one in July. More info to follow in the May Herald.
South Wisconsin District Info:
Please reserve May 15, 2013 for this year’s older adult “Gathering”
at the Holiday Inn—Manitowoc. Our theme this year is
“Bridging the Generation Gaps.”
Are generations really all that different from one another? What
changes for a person if that person was born in the 50s, the 70s or the
90s? Who are the “Millennials,” “Generation X” or the “Baby
Boomers” ? What are some of the keys to communicating between
the generations? This is what we will talk about at the retreat.
Registration brochures are available from swd.lcms.org, or you may
call the South Wisconsin District at 414-464-8101.
Biggest Loser Update

Market Day
Pick Up
April 27th

The first update weigh-in has taken place for our "Biggest Loser" competition. Four
women are seeking to lose a total of 60 pounds by the middle of May; Seven men are
trying to lose a total of 135 pounds by the same time. After four weeks, the women
have lost a total of 6 pounds and are 10% of the way to their goal. Barb Heimsoth
leads the group with 6 pounds of weight lost! Way to go, Barb. The men have lost a
total of 35 pounds, which makes them just over 25% of the way to their goal. Pastor
Bender leads the men, with a total of 11 pounds lost to date. You can pledge any of
the individuals participating: JoLynn Bender, Tammy Evers, Barb Heimsoth, Danielle
Jackson, Pastor Bender, Jack Burkee, Jim Dittman, Duane Graf, Jeff Hass, Pastor
Stanton, and Bob Woller. You can also pledge one of the teams or the whole team.
The woman's team already has a pledge of 40 cents per pound. The men's
team has no pledgers as a team, yet. The whole team has a pledge of 10
cents per pound. All proceeds will go to our Youth Ministry in support of
attending the National Youth Gathering. Give a pledge, support the staff by
helping them "lose," and the youth win!
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St. Paul’s Ladies Aid

Widow’s Lunch

April 3rd at 10:00am

April 10th at 11:00am
Filippo’s Italian Restaurant
6915 W. Lincoln Ave.

In the Fellowship Hall
Our speaker will be Pastor Bender
Topic: “New Life in Christ” plus an
update on the Guatemala Mission Trip!
Bring your MITES for LWML
All ladies of the congregation are
invited to join us for fellowship.

St. Paul’s Quilters
We meet the 1st & 3rd Monday of each month at 9:00am
in the
Fellowship Hall.
Come & join us!!

April
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A Message From Focus on the Family
Dear Friend,
As the same-sex marriage movement has gained steam over the last few years, one of
the most-repeated refrains for it has been, "How does legalizing someone else's same
-sex relationship threaten you?"
The line of thinking behind that argument is that as long as clergymen aren't forced to
perform same-sex ceremonies in a church, religious freedom has been protected.
Unfortunately, as we've seen time and again over the last several years, the situation
simply doesn't play out that way in the public square.
•

Bakery owners in both Colorado and Oregon face complaints for refusing to
make cakes for same-sex ceremonies. The Oregon attorney general's office is
investigating the latter, and that baker could face a fine up to $50,000.

•

A Christian photographer in New Mexico was fined by the state civil rights
commission for refusing to photograph a same-sex commitment ceremony.

•

Chick-fil-A endured a nationwide boycott and its franchises were sprayed with
graffiti after one of its executives said he supports the biblical definition of
family. Mayors in major cities from coast to coast said the franchise was not
welcome to operate in their jurisdictions, while student groups tried to force
other franchises off of college campuses.

In Colorado, where a civil unions bill is currently being considered, a state senator
told his colleagues that anyone adhering to a biblical view of marriage should, in effect, join a convent.
Unfortunately, we already know the logical conclusion to this line of thinking, because we've seen it abroad: In Holland, all schools must teach positively about homosexuality; in Denmark, all churches must allow same-sex weddings; and a Canadian
politician recently said publicly supporting biblical marriage is "against Canadian
law" because same-sex marriage is legal there.
Christians must speak out on these issues in kindness and truth, defending God's
design for marriage while demonstrating love for those who disagree. There's simply
too much on the line to stay silent.
For faith and family,
Tom Minnery Senior Vice President, Government & Public Policy
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GUATEMALA TEAM NEWS

Hello St. Paul’s Congregation,
Did you know that malnutrition is a major health problem in Guatemala among both adults and children?
There are Missionaries in Guatemala that help by making meat sandwiches periodically for the people of
Guatemala, but this effort is, sadly, too small. Knowing this, your Groundwork Guatemala team wants to
help by taking bottles of vitamins to Guatemala when we travel there in June.
We are asking you to help by contributing to our “Vitamin Drive”.
We are collecting Adult Multi-vitamins, Pre-natal vitamins and Kid’s Multi-vitamins. Generics are
fine, but we prefer the large bottles. The vitamins cannot be outdated and need to be in sealed
bottles.
We will start collecting the vitamins the weekend of April 13 and 14 through Memorial
weekend services. Please drop off your donated vitamins in the collection basket in the
Narthex labeled for this purpose. Thank you in advance for you generosity!
In other Ground work Guatemala team news.
We have welcomed a ninth member to our team, Ms. Heidi Leiser. She has great energy and is a
wonderful addition to the team.
We have secured our airfare, at a very reasonable rate, so we will have more funds to purchase items to
take with us that are needed badly in Guatemala.
Our planning is still coming along, practicing our lessons and our Spanish songs, gathering craft supplies,
organizing and doing fundraisers and praying.
Be sure to purchase your tickets for the Auction on Saturday, April 6. We have been in partnership
with the youth group gathering many nice items for you to bid on.
Please continue to pray for us and again thank you for all of your support!
Blessings from your Groundwork Guatemala Team!

We are thanking Office Depot for their generous donation of running off
over 550 card stock gift box outlines. These tiny gift boxes will be pre-cut &
folded here. They will be assembled by the over 550 Guatemalan children
in Guatemala City and 3 nearby villages to help illustrate the Bible words,
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others…” 1 Peter 4:10. Five small cards will be placed inside each box with “gifts” each
child can share with others: words will be in Spanish that say: praying for

others, caring for others, sharing Jesus with others, helping others, and encourage others. Our God truly provides!
We encourage all members of St. Paul’s to remember & to patronize Office
Depot as we acknowledge their generosity and willingness to help support
this special mission.
Nancy Gottschalk—St. Paul’s Guatemalan Team Member
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Servants Dinner & Auction
"Servants Dinner and Auction" will be held in the St. Paul's
Gym on Saturday, April 6th, 2013. The doors will open at
5:45pm. There will be a silent auction, a live auction with
famous guest Auctioneer Mr. Dan Vaclav! At 6:30pm, we
will also have a lasagna dinner, featuring fantastic lasagna,
wonderful tossed garden salad, garlic toast (or rolls) and famous home-made desserts from the ovens of the St. Paul's
Youth Parents.
The committee is hard at work, procuring items of great (and
lesser) value for the silent auction baskets and for the "Live
Auction." We will even have 13 Teen Christian Slaves auctioned off to the highest bidder, that will rake your lawn, clean your garage, paint your
walls or whatever you need or would like to have a "Slave" to help you with! (Too bad
we couldn't have a slave to shovel all the snow back in March)
All the proceeds of all this activity and hard work are going to offset the trip costs of the
Young Teen Slaves of Jesus' trip to Texas for the National Youth Gathering and also to
offset the Groundwork Guatemala Trip that 8 of us, missionaries of Jesus, are going on,
in June of this year.
This promises to be a fantastic "Fun" Raiser! What a great fun family event and special
opportunity to share Christian fellowship with your friends of Jesus. The admission is a
mere $10.00 per person, 12 and under for $5.00 and kids 3 and under are
free! Committee members, National Youth Gathering trip members and Groundwork
Guatemala Mission members will be selling advance sale tickets for the event too!
Pastor Bender, Bob Reynolds, Darla Leitermann, Kelly Crist, Gina
Osell, Tina Mueller, and Stacey Kukor are the committee members and will answer any questions that you have.

Junior High Youth
April 20 - Mark Schultz/Aaron Shust/
Jonny Diaz Concert at Hales Corners Lutheran Church, 7:30pm.
A Great night of Christian music for the
whole family to enjoy together. Tickets are
$15 dollars each, and can be purchased
at www.Itickets.com. Any questions, please
call Stacey Kukor at 414-550-5291 or by
email at skukor77@yahoo.com.
April 21 - Junior High Youth, come enjoy
Card Game Night from 3-5pm in the
Fellowship Hall.

Senior High Youth
YEAH!

It’s movie
night

There will be a
Dinner/Movie Night at
Pastor Bender's on Sunday
April 28th at 5:30. Bring
a few dollars to cover the
cost of the meal please.

Martin Luther HS Music Department
Annual Sacred Concert
featuring the Concert Choir &
the Troubadours.
Sunday April 14th at 2:00pm
at Hales Corners Lutheran Church.
No tickets are required, but a free will
offering will be received.

Concordia University Wisconsin
Mequon presents

Annie Get Your Gun
April 27, 2013
Reservation information regarding cost, pick
up locations and times are available by calling Sandy Vick at 262-243-4333.
Make reservations by April 10th as seats are
going fast.

Milwaukee Lutheran High School will
present its Spring Musical, Hello Dolly, on
Friday and Saturday, April 26 and 27, at 7 p.m.
and Sunday, April 28, at 2 p.m. Reserved seats
are $10 for adults, $8 for senior citizens and
students 14 and older, and $5 for MLHS
students, Association Activity Card Holders and
children under 14. A reserved seat order form
will be available at www.milwaukeelutheran.org
beginning April 1. Non-reserved seats may be
purchased at the door. Non-reserved seat
prices are $2 less than the reserved-seat prices.

Emergency Numbers ~ 414-327-1239 or 414-731-0152 or 1-217-779-7985
Our Mission: Responding to God’s love in Christ, through Word and Sacrament, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Paul’s congregation,
lovingly and urgently proclaims Jesus as Lord, seeking to disciple all generations.
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Special Thanks to Shelly Mueller, Barb & Jack Burkee,
Larry & Carol Hoffmann, Barb Heimsoth, Jen Ricard, Bob Strysick,
Bill Jahnke, Cathy Reinhardt, Mary Jo Reinke and the Sr. High
Youth Group members for helping make our Lenten Dinners
such a success. Thanks to all who came & enjoyed the meals
and the wonderful fellowship! God’s blessings to you all!

BIRTHDAY BASKETS for April are available on the table in
the narthex for filling and/or delivery. We have three birthdays for the month. Please consider helping with this heartfelt
ministry to let these St. Paul's members know that
they are not forgotten. Thank you!

LUTHERAN A CAPPELLA CHOIR SPRING CONCERT
The Lutheran A Cappella Choir of Milwaukee will present two performances of their Spring Concert “To
Everything There is a Season”. The first performance is at 7:30pm on April 26th at Hales Corners Lutheran Church, The second performance will be at 3:00pm on April 28th, at St. Matthews Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1615 Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa. The concert will feature the Milwaukee-area premiere
of Bob Chilcott’s Requiem, a beautiful work for choir and instrumental ensemble, featuring soloists Sarah
Gorke, soprano, and Lee Henning, tenor. The remainder of the program will contain a number of songs celebrating spring, including Jubilate Deo by Benjamin Britten, Rejoice in the Lord Always by Henry Purcell, and
The Promise of Living by Aaron Copland. Tickets for the concerts are $15.00, and $12.00 for Seniors and
Students. They can be ordered from our website and can also be purchased at the door. The Lutheran A
Cappella Choir of Milwaukee, now in its 76th season, is a volunteer group of Christian singers that employs
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