
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It’s that time of year that I love so much.  Soon the snow will be flying and the lights on the homes 

will be appearing.  Soon our church sanctuary will be decorated, reminding us of the coming One.  

Soon, we will again be singing hymns of praise to the Christ Child and Christmas carols to the King 

of kings once born of a virgin to be our Savior. 

Soon we will celebrate again what God’s people of old had to wait for centuries to come about.  

The prophecies had been spoken by the prophets of old.  Isaiah once spoke, “To us a Child is 

born; to us a Son is given.”  Micah foretold that the very birthplace of the long awaited Messiah 

would be Bethlehem.  And so we sing of the little town that once was the birthplace of Jesus.  The 

prophets had foretold and the angel reminded Joseph that the Child born of Mary would be 

“Immanuel,” that is, “God with us.” 

Sometimes with events that unfold in this world, people are found asking, “Where is God?” In Jesus, 

“God is with us!” When people ask, “Where is God?” they are often looking at the effects of sin in 

the world: shootings, hurricanes, tornados, and family fights. In such a day and age, we need to real-

ize that God is always with us and that there are places He has promised always to be. We need to 

seek Him where He may be found! 

God Himself was once found lying in a manger, wrapped in swaddling cloths, veiled in human flesh.  

Yet, the God who came to walk among us and be with us remains where He has promised to be.  

He gives Himself to us in Holy Communion.  He speaks to us in His Word.  He has told us, 

“Where two or three gather together in My Name, there I am in the midst of them.” 

To be sure, He is with each of us every moment of the day by His Holy Spirit which He has given us 

to dwell within us.  Yet, most specifically and in very special ways, He is with us when we gather 

together as Church.  You see, we don’t really “go” to church; we, God’s people, are the Church.  

Jesus is with us in wonderful ways as we gather together to worship and praise our Great God and 

receive His gifts. 

I hope you will gather at our midweek services, where we will hear about 

“Jesus, our Hope” on December 5 and “Jesus, our Joy” on December 

12.  Then, on December 19, our school children will lead us in the Christ-

mas program, “Jesus, our Peace.”  I hope you will gather on Saturdays 

and Sundays as well, to experience “God with us” in very special ways.  For 

Jesus, He really is the reason for the season.  He makes the snow fly.  He 

makes the lights light.  He makes us righteous by His grace and mercy.  He 

is our hope, our joy, our peace, and our salvation. 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Bender 

From your Pastor  
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Adult Study: The Letter to the Galatians  

Leader: Pastor Bender 

Join us at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall.  In his letter to the Galatians the apostle Paul calls the Galatian 

Christians “foolish.” Come find out why. In this letter he speaks against “circumcision” and the “works of the 

Law.” Come find out why!  Come and learn the grand distinction between the Law and the Gospel, as Paul re-

lates these important teachings to Old Testament Biblical personalities. Come to learn what it means to live 

in the “Freedom of Christ,” and learn the two ways to become enslaved once again. Come and learn to put off 

the “old man” corrupted by its desires and to bear the “fruit of the Spirit,” which is a theme at our Lutheran 

school this year. Come and be blessed by the study of God’s Word. Coffee and tea is available each week and 

donuts are provided the first Sunday of each month. Why not come? You’ll be glad you did!  

Pastor Stanton’s Class: Basics of the Faith continues at 9:15 am each Sunday. We meet in room 203 on the 

second floor of the Lincoln Ave. classroom building.  

Adult Confirmation Classes can be scheduled by calling the church office.  

 

Kid’s Bible Hour Christmas Program  

  December 16, 2012 at 10:30am 
 

 
 

Sr. High Bible Studies   We meet each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 am in the Instructional Room 

(formerly the Library). If you're a student in grades 9 through 12, you're invited to take advantage of this 

opportunity to discuss the issues and challenges you face daily as a Christian. This fall, we are going 

through the book Life's Big Questions God's Big Answers, which teaches youth how to consider and 

answer the question, "If someone asked you why you are a Christian, what would you say?"  If you're in 

grades 9 through 12, you're warmly invited to come--and to bring a friend! Contact Mike or Erin Carson 

or the church office (414-541-6250) for more information. 

____________________________________________ 

Monday Mornings at 11:30am study “Judges”. Meet us in the Fellowship Hall.  

Leader: Laurel Privatt   No class on December 17, 24 or 31. 

Thursday Morning Bible Study – “Joshua” 

Join us in the Fellowship  Hall at 10:00am every Thursday. Leader Frank Gabler 

Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: Please join us on December 8 & 22 in the 

Fellowship Hall at 7:00am for breakfast and Bible Study! Leader: Pastor Bender 
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                                               Group Bible Studies 

See pages  5 & 6 

for Fundraiser 

Information. 

tel:%28414-541-6250


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”   

                                                      Luke 2:14 
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Advent Dinners  
This year we will again be serving Advent dinners each Wednesday in Advent. 

Please join us by volunteering to help serve and/or cleanup if you are able.  

Regardless, please join us each week beginning at 4:45 until 6:00 for wonderful 
dinner and holiday fellowship! Looking forward to seeing you all there. If you 

would like to help out, please email or call Shelly Mueller 262-613-3657  
ssmajn@yahoo.com. 

December 5th:  Tacos, Spanish rice, applesauce and dessert 

December 12th: Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup, fresh vegetables & 
dip, bread & butter, hot dogs, chip, pickles and dessert 

December 19th: Spaghetti with Meat Sauce, tossed salad, french bread 
and ice cream. This spaghetti dinner will be a Fundraiser for the  
National Youth Gathering! 

Advent Worship 
Please join us Wednesdays in December as we  

prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord. 

10:00am & 6:00pm 

December 5th      “Jesus Our Hope”  (Children’s Choir Sings) 

December 12th     “Jesus Our Joy”    (Grades 1-3 Sing) 

December 19th   “Jesus Our Peace”  (Grades 4-8 Sing) 
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              The “Mitten Barrel”  

is in the narthex waiting for your  

contribution of mittens, gloves, scarves and 

socks which will bring warmth to others in the 

community.  

Your generosity in the past has been a bless-

ing.      Thanks! 

St. Paul’s Ladies Guild 

___________________ 

 

Thank you to the West Central  

Milwaukee County Chapter of Thrivent for  

Lutherans for their thoughtful & generous s 

support of our St. Paul’s Quilters! 

 

New Years Eve 

Worship 

December  31, 2012 

 

6:00pm 

Christmas Worship Times 
December 22 —5:00pm 

December 23 —8:00 & 10:30am 

December 24 —Christmas Eve  
4:00 & 6:00pm 

11:00pm Candlelight Service including Holy Communion 

December 25 —Christmas Morning 
9:00am Worship including Holy Communion 

“O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!” 
LSB #379 
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Hello from your Guatemala Mission Team 

We are making great progress in our meetings in preparation for our trip in June 

2013. One wonderful thing is that through the generosity of St. Paul ’ s we are 

sponsoring three Guatemalan children. We also have begun planning the lesson 

we will be doing based on the story of Samson, who was given the gift of 

strength by God to save his people from their enemies. 

In addition we are learning songs to sing in Spanish and developing craft ideas. 

Soon we will be taking orders to purchase beautiful, solid wooden boxes that 

are handmade by troubled Guatemalan youth through a mission that is leading 

these youth down a more positive path. 

We thank you for your support and we ask that you keep us in your prayers. 

 

 

Your Guatemala team is selling wood boxes handmade by kids that are part of 

the “Only A Child ” program in Guatemala City, an outreach program that is 

involved with children living in the streets. The carpentry shop gives the kids a 

chance to learn a trade in hopes that they will one day be able to care for them-

selves, learn about their Savior and become independent.  The cost is $35 per 

box.  That covers making the mahogany boxes and also donates $10 towards 

our Guatemala trip.  Please see the display in the Narthex during the coming 

weeks. Purchases can be made after Church services, or contact one of your 

Guatemala team members.   

Sr. Fun Seekers 

Time flies when you ’ re having fun. Back in 2011 we began our current senior group, with an outing to the 

Mitchell Park Domes. Since then we have attended concerts, plays, tours and other events often including 

restaurant stops. Those attending have enjoyed these social outings. 

When the original questionnaire was provided many of you expressed interest, but we have missed seeing 

you. Anyone 55 or older is welcome to participate in any or all activities of your choosing. We provide 

handicapped accessible info, and car pooling if needed. We are trying to keep our events in the moderate 

price range. 

We currently are offering an event every other month or so and welcome any and all suggestions for future 

activities.  Please put ideas in committee members mail boxes. 

Information announcing events is usually found in the bulletin and Herald. Many times advance reservations 

and payment are due in advance to obtain group rates on tickets. 

Why not check us out for one of our events. 

Committee members are Ron Gray, David Baars, Carole Wirtala, Sharon Stehmeier, Judy Bergstrom and 

Janine Cherney. 

 

 



Emergency Numbers  ~  217-779-7985,  or  414-327-1239  or  414-731-0152 

Our Mission: Responding to God’s love in Christ, through Word and Sacrament, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Paul’s congregation,  
lovingly and urgently proclaims Jesus as Lord, seeking to disciple all generations. 

Widow’s Lunch  
December 12th  

11:00 am  

At 

Baker’s Square 

10200 W. National Ave. 

 
             

 

 

 

Ladies Aid 
Our next meeting will be our  

Christmas Party on December 5th. 

We will start by attending the 10:00 

Advent Service. 

Our annual pot-luck Christmas Luncheon 

will be followed with entertainment from 

some of the children of the school. 

All ladies of the congregation are  
invited to join us for fun and fellowship. 
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Ladies Book Club  

Ladies Book Club will be cancelled 
for December. Have a blessed 
Christmas!  

We will resume on Monday Janu-
ary 14th at 6:30pm at the ECC. We 
are reading “Christmas Jars” by 
Jason F. Wright. This book has re-
ceived excellent reviews! Anyone 
wanting to try book club please 
join us. If you have any questions, 
please call or email Jennifer Ricard 
at 546-4652 or 4ricards@att.net. 

 

LWML Young Women’s Retreat 

For ages 12—98 

February 1-2, 2013  

at The Heidel House Resort & Spa  

in Green Lake, WI. 

Rates are reduced if you make your reservation 

by December 31st. We have applications in the  

office or you can check outwww.swd-lwml.org  

for details. 
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Watch your church mailbox for your 

 2013 offering envelopes.   

If you did not use your 2012 envelopes  you will 

not be issued a new set. However, if you would 

like to receive envelopes for 2013, please call the 

church office.  

 

And remember - 

don’t begin using them until January. 

 

To the churches: 

We would like to inform you of a grace filled opportunity to support the parents of high school stu-
dents in your congregation. Parents of high school students in the West Allis-West Milwaukee 
School District have been given the right to choose one of two health education class options THEY 
WANT their child to attend. The only difference between the two classes is in the human growth 
and development (sex ed.) unit. The "abstinence only" / "Abstinence Centered" health class option 
supports the teachings of our faith in the area of human sexuality. 

The importance of having an alternative health course cannot be understated. Literally, the physical, 
emotional and spiritual well being of our teens is at stake. It is important that what is taught in our 
schools not conflict with the teachings of our Christian faith and the values we teach at home. It is 
important that parents and students be made aware of this choice and be given the encouragement 
to act in accordance with their Christian beliefs. 

Therefore, we are asking you to help make parents of ninth grade students aware of this choice and 
the benefits of selecting a health class that supports the teachings of their Christian faith. All ninth 
grade students will begin selecting their tenth grade courses around January or February, in the sec-
ond semester of the school year. We are sure the parents of your congregation would appreciate 
learning of this important education option for their children. 

 In Christ's Name, 

Michael Jacques 
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December 2012
Monthly Planner

Sunday M onday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

5:00 PM Worship

Advent By Candle-

light Set Up

9:15 AM Bible Classes

and Kids Bible Hour

3:00 PM Advent By

Candlelight

Worship 8:00 &

10:30am

9:00 AM Tai Chi

11:30 AM "Judges"

10:00 AM Healthy

Joints

6:30 PM Boards

11:00 AM Ladies Aid

Christmas Party

Advent Dinner

5:00pm

Advent Worship

10:00am & 6:00pm

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

6:30 PM Ranger s 7:00 AM Men's

Br eakfast Bible

Class

1:30 PM Youth

Babysiting

5:00 PM Worship

9:15 AM Bible Classes

and Kids Bible Hour

Worship 8:00 &

10:30am

9:00 AM Tai Chi

11:30 AM "Judges"

6:00 PM Guatemala

Meeting

10:00 AM Healthy

Joints

6:00 PM

Counc il

11:00 AM Widow s'

Lunch

Advent Dinner

5:00pm

Advent Worship

10:00am & 6:00pm

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

2:00 PM Sr . Fun

Seeker  Play

6:30 PM

Rangerettes

9:00 AM Market Day

1:00 PM Piano

Recital

5:00 PM Worship

Youth Bake Sale

8:00 AM  W or ship

9:15 AM Bible Classes

and Kids Bible Hour

10:30 AM Kids Bible
Hour Christmas
Program

Youth Bake Sale

9:00 AM Tai Chi 10:00 AM Healthy

Joints

6:30 PM Elders

Advent Dinner

5:00pm

Advent Worship

10:00am & 6:00pm

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

7:00 AM Men's

Br eakfast Bible

Class

5:00 PM Worship

9:15 AM Kids Bible

Hour

Worship 8:00 &

10:30am

Christmas Eve

Worship 4:00,

6:00 & 11:00pm

Christmas Day

Worship 9:00am

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

5:00 PM Worship

Worship 8:00 &

10:30am

New Years Eve

Worship 6:00pm

November 12

S M T W T F S
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

January 13

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
7821 W. Lincoln Avenue West Allis, WI 53219 

414-541-6250       www.splcwa.org 

ML Rummage Sale 

The Fall rummage sale at Martin Luther High School again was a huge success. The ML 

Guild runs 2 sales each year to raise needed funds for school improvements. The next 

sale will be May 8-11, 2013. Donations are received all year long. The following Guild 

members from St. Paul’s deserve a big ‘thank you’ for the many hours they spend to 

make these sales possible.  

David & Carole Baars, Ruth Baumgart, LuEva Daniel, Carol Derus, Frank & Jean Gabler, 

John & Sue Gieschen, Phil & Barbara Grunewald, Herb & Joyce Hafemann, Betty Hef-

fling, Nancy Hoelke, Caro l Hoffmann, Bill & Judy Jochem, Marion Krueger, Barb Mueller, 

Versa Reichert, Deanna Stockinger, Dory Yale, Fred Zahn, Mae Zepnidk, Don & Pat 

Zimmermann. 

Additional workers are needed. If you wish to join  in to help our high school, call Sue Gi-

eschen at 414-545-2310. 

 

LAST MINUTE SHOPPING JUST GOT EASIER  

On the afternoon of Saturday, December 8th our youth attending the National Youth 

Gathering will be offering babysitting for all school age children at the ECC from 1:30-4:30 

pm.  Activities to keep your children busy including a retro-movie with pop-

corn and pretzels along with games and projects. A free will offering will be 

accepted.  More info will be coming. Get ready to drop off the kids and 

run!  

 

CALLING ALL BAKERS AND SWEET EATERS 

The Youth attending the National Youth Gathering will 

have a Christmas Bake Sale after each service the 

weekend of December 15th & 16th. 

We are looking for donated baked goods.  Please 

drop donations off in the kitchen by 1:00 on Saturday, December 15th if you wish to help. 

Be sure to come down to the Fellowship Hall after church to purchase some sweets and 

help support the youth of St. Paul’s!! 

 

Martin Luther High School Music Department invites you to their annual Christmas Con-

cert on Friday, December 14, and Saturday, December 15 at 7:00PM.  The concert, enti-

tled “Noel & Alleluia! Jesus Is Born” will feature the Troubadours, Chorus, Concert Choir, 

Men’s Choir, Brass Choir, Woodwind Choirs, and Symphonic Band.  Please join us for this 

festive event!  Ticket reservations may be made by calling 414-421-4000.  Tickets are also 

available at the door! 

Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 

St. Paul’s High School Youth 



HELP KEEP SOMEONE WARM THIS WINTER. 

ST. PAUL’S  RANGERETTES ARE COLLECTING 

GENTLY USED OR NEW BLANKETS AND SLEEPING BAGS. 

1  Blanket Can Change a Person’s Life! 
Rangerettes will be working with a group called SHALOM (Servant Hearted Anointed Leaders of Outreach 

Ministry) to distribute the blankets/sleeping bags. 

 

   COLLECTION BOXES              3 LOCATIONS 
1. CHURCH NARTHEX 

2. UPSTAIRS BY THE SCHOOL OFFICE  

3. BY MRS. HEDER’S DESK AT GRANT STREET 

                  You can donate thru December 2nd. 

 

SHARE YOUR FRIENDSHIP  

The birthday baskets/gift bags for our home-

bound members are again available on the table 

in the narthex for filling and/or delivery.  We 

have three birthdays for the month of Decem-

ber: Lee Kaltenbrun (147th and Howard), Arlene 

Haas (85th and Beloit Road) and Ruth McMahon 

(86th and Beloit Road).  Please consider helping 

with this heartfelt ministry to let these mem-

bers feel like they are not forgotten by their St. 

Paul’s family.  Thank you!  

 

JUST A SIMPLE CARD  
to let those in need feel they are not alone. 

Check the table in the narthex for cards being 

sent to fellow members to let them know we 

care.  Even if you don't personally know that 

member, a card with a bunch of signatures 

(including children and teens) is uplifting and will 

bring a smile to that recipients face.  Please take 

a moment to stop by the table.  Thank you!  

Janet Johnson, Cristel Moecker, Dory Yale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durski Chiropractic Health Center 
14999 W. Beloit Road 

Suite A 

New Berlin, WI 

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS??? 

Don’t let the following symptoms or conditions 

ruin your health, weight loss or fitness goals! 
Neck pain 
Back pain 
Knee pain 
Sciatica 
Fatigue 

Fibromyalgia 
Headache 
Wrist pain 

Shoulder pain 

SEE IF CHIROPRACTIC MIGHT HELP YOU 

Schedule your appointment TODAY 
for a consultation, complete health history, 

complete REVIEW of body systems 

Dr. Jeff Durski (parishioner) 

Call 414-525-1030 

Durskichiropractic.com 

Do you own a business? 
Would you like us to put a short note in the Monthly Herald 

letting others know about your service? If so, contact the 

church office & we’ll put your information in the Herald. The 

Church Council has approved that members can publicize once 

per year in the newsletter.  This is simply an informative ser-

vice and not an endorsement of the goods or services.  


