
LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICE 
10:00 AM and 6:00 PM 

“The Passion of the Christ – Taking a Closer Look” 
Wednesday, February 27, 2013 

 
PRELUDE 

HYMN #560    “Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed” 
Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed. 
With healing gifts for souls distressed, 
To find in Thee my life, my rest, Christ crucified, I come. 

Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, 
Thy grace abused, my misspent years; 
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, Christ crucified, I come. 

Wash me and take away each stain; 
Let nothing of my sin remain. 
For cleansing, though it be through pain, Christ crucified, I come. 

And then for work to do for Thee, 
Which shall so sweet a service be 
That angels well might envy me, Christ crucified, I come. 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION AND SENTENCES                                              Page 213 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the  
 Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart  
 and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching  
 Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us  
 forgiveness.  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION          Page 213, 214 right column 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature  
 sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in  
 thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and  
 by what we have left undone. We have not loved you  
 with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors  

(1) 

 as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and  
 eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus  
 Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and  
 lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in  
 your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

PSALM 27  Responsively, half verse by half verse; all join in the Gloria 

Pastor: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
People: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be  
 afraid? 
Pastor: When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, 
People: my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and  
 fall. 
Pastor: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not  
 fear; 
People: though war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
Pastor: One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
People: that I may dwell  in the house of the Lord all the days  
 of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to  
 inquire in his temple. 
Pastor: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
People: he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will  
 lift me high upon a rock. 
Pastor: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies  
 all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with  
 shouts of joy; 
People: I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
Pastor: Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; 
People: be gracious to me and answer me! 
Pastor:  You have said, “Seek my face.” 
People: My heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, do I seek.” 
Pastor: Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away  
 in anger, 
People: O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake  
 me not, O god of my salvation! 
Pastor: For my father and my mother have forsaken me, 
People:  but the Lord will take me in. 
Pastor: Teach me your way, O Lord, 
People: and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 

                                                                      (2) 



Pastor: Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; 
People: for false witnesses have risen against me, and they  
 breathe out violence. 
Pastor: I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord 
People: in the land of the living! 
Pastor: Wait for the Lord; 
People: be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the  
 Lord! 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy  
 Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
 forever. Amen. 

SALUTATION                                                                             Page 214 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

COLLECT 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, your Son was delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, arrested, falsely charged, and condemned in 
our place.  As we have received the benefits of His holy passion, 
grant us forgiveness, repentance, and renewal of life; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
(Be seated) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 53:1-8 Who has believed our 
message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew 
up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He 
had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected 
by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from 
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he 
was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;  
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his  
wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of 
my people he was stricken.     (3) 

EPISTLE   1 Peter 2:13-25 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to 
every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the 
supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish 
those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is 
God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-
up for evil; live as servants of God. Show proper respect to everyone: 
Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. Slaves, 
submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those 
who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it 
is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering 
because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you 
receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for 
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this 
you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they hurled their insults 
at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were like 
sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls. 

6:00             “God So Loved the World” “Jesus, What a Friend Is He”
                       Pre-K & Kindergarten 

(Rise) 
GOSPEL Matthew 26:47-68 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of 
the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords 
and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now 
the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the 
man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, 
Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.” 
Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With 
that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and 
struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. “Put your  
sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword 
will die by the sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he 
will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But 
how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in 
this way?” At that time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a 
rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture 
me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not 
arrest me. But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets 
might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. Those  
                                                                     (4) 



who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where 
the teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. But Peter 
followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. 
He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome. The 
chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence 
against Jesus so that they could put him to death. But they did not find 
any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came 
forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’” Then the high priest stood 
up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this 
testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus 
remained silent. The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath 
by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it 
is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you 
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his clothes 
and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more 
witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you 
think?” “He is worthy of death,” they answered. Then they spit in his 
face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him and said, 
“Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?” 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
(Be seated) 

HYMN #531      “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” 
Hail, Thou once despised Jesus! Hail, Thou Galilean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us; Thou didst free salvation bring. 
Hail, Thou universal Savior, Bearer of our sin and shame! 
By Thy merit we find favor: Life is given through Thy name. 

Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, All our sins on Thee were laid; 
By almighty love anointed, Thou hast full atonement made. 
All Thy people are forgiven Through the virtue of Thy blood; 
Opened is the gate of heaven, Reconciled are we with God. 

Jesus, hail! Enthroned in glory, There forever to abide; 
All the heav’n-ly hosts adore Thee, Seated at Thy Father’s side. 
There for sinners Thou art pleading; 
There Thou dost our place prepare, 
Ever for us interceding Till in glory we appear. 

Worship, honor, pow’r, and blessing Thou art worthy to receive; 
Highest praises, without ceasing, Right it is for us to give. 
Help, ye bright angelic spirits, All your noblest anthems raise; 
Help to sing our Savior’s merits, Help to chant Immanuel’s praise! 
                                                            (5) 
 

MESSAGE        “Arrested and Condemned by Sinful Man” 
          Matthew 26:47-68 

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance 
book located at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave 
your address and phone. After you are finished, please pass the book 
along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. 

(Rise)  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                          Pages 215 & 216 

Response at the end of each petition: 
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer 
At the conclusion of the prayers: 
Pastor: . . . through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION                                      Page 218 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 
 face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 
 upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN #424        “O Christ, You Walked the Road” 
O Christ, You walked the road Our wan-d’ring feet must go. 
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r And fought our ancient foe. 

No bread of earth alone Can fill our hun-g’ring heart. 
Lord, help us seek Your living Word, The food Your grace imparts. 

No blinding sign we ask, No wonder from above. 
Lord, help us place our trust alone In Your unswerving love. 
When lures of easy gain With promise brightly shine, 
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; Our wills with Yours align. 

O Christ, You walked the road Our wan-d’ring feet must go. 
Stay with us through temptation’s hour To fight our ancient foe. 
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