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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Group Bible Studies

Pastor Bender’s Class meets in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 each Sunday. We are currently studying “Paul’s
Letter to the Galatians”.
Pastor Stanton’s Class meets in Room 203 at 9:15 each Sunday. Join us as we are reading the book
“The Hiding Place” by Corrie TenBoom. This inspirational series examines the Christians witness in the midst of
suffering.
Sr. High Bible Studies We meet each Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 am in the Instructional Room (formerly the
Library). If you're a student in grades 9 through 12, you're invited to take advantage of this opportunity to
discuss the issues and challenges you face daily as a Christian. Bring a friend! Contact Mike or Erin Carson or
the church office (414-541-6250) for more information.

All kids ages 3 thru 8th grade should plan on attending
our Kids Bible Hour each Sunday at 9:15am.
Join us as we learn about Jesus.
This is where you’ll meet:
3, 4 & 5 yr. olds
Grades 1 & 2
Grades 3 & 4
Grades 5-8

Room 103
Room 102
Room 101
Conference Room
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Monday Mornings at 11:30am “Judges”
Meet us in the Fellowship Hall.
Leader: Laurel Privatt
Thursday Morning Bible Study 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
Join us as we explore “The Book of Joshua”
Leader: Frank Gabler (March 7 & 14)
“The Prophecy of the Cross and Empty Tomb” Isaiah 53
Leader: Pastor Bender (March 21) No class on March 28
Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast Bible Study:
Please join us on March 9th & 23rd in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00am
for breakfast and Bible Study!
We are studying the Augsburg Confession.
Leader: Pastor Bender

Statewide Bible Bowl
March 23, 2013

At St. Mark in Wausau
Students in grades 7-12 from churches throughout the
North & South Wisconsin Districts are invited to
participate in “Bible Bowl” with questions based on the
Book of Acts. Teams of 3 or 4 or individuals can compete.
For rules & additional information please visit
www.nwdlcms.org or contact Rev. Mark Palmer at
715-758-8559.

Adult Confirmation
Classes are being held on
Saturday mornings at
9:00am.

Martin Luther HS
Drama Department Presents
“The Diary of Anne”
by Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett
March 8 & 9th at 7:00pm
and March 10th at 2:00pm
5201 S. 76th Street

Tickets range from $3.00—$6.00.
Call 421-4000 for more information
Special Note: St. Paul’s member Katie
Kelly has been cast in the play.
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LCFS Adult 2nd Adoptee Reunion
Were you given a family through Lutheran Counseling & Family Services? Do
you feel blessed because LCFS was there
to help in your adoption?
If so, plan to attend the LCFS Reunion on
April 20, 2013 held at St. Andrew Lutheran

Attention All Altar
Flower Sponsors
To sponsor a
bouquet of flowers
to decorate our
altar, please sign up
on the
“Flower Chart” in
the narthex by the
church doors.

The cost is $25 per
bouquet. Payment
must be made
before the weekend
that your flowers
are on the altar.
(There is a box
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is hosting an
under the flower
Informational Only Meeting Titled:
chart for your check
made payable to :
Beyond the Fiscal Cliff: 10 options to consider as you prepare for your
St. Paul’s Altar
financial future.
Guild.)
To have your name
Presented By: Tim Knutson—Thrivent Financial
& special occasion
Date: March 21, 2013
printed in the
Time: 6:30pm hors d’oevers
church bulletin,
Meeting begins at 7:00pm
please call the
church office.
Location: Wisconsin Lutheran College, Center for Arts & Performance; Reichel
Lecture Hall (FM15) 8815 W. Wisconsin Ave.
To reserve a spot call: Nancy Sack 414-545-5434 or email nsack@att.net by
March 14th.
You need NOT be a Thrivent member to attend!

Lenten Mid Week Dinners
Lenten Dinners are held
each Wednesday in Lent at 4:45pm in the Fellowship Hall.
March 6th Tater tot casserole, green beans, dessert
March 13th Tacos, Spanish rice, dessert
March 20st Chicken Noodle casserole, tossed green salad, French bread,
dessert
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St. Paul’s High School Youth
March 3rd : Mandatory Parents & Youth National Youth Gathering
Meeting at 2:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.
March 8th : Senior High Lock In from 8:00pm—8:00am. Bring a
friend! (Please bring $2 to help cover the cost of snacks)

JR. HIGH YOUTH
March 22nd : Junior High Youth Open Gym from 7:00—9:00pm
Bowl-a-Thon ~ Great Fun and Great Success!
On January 27 every youth attending the National Youth Gathering this coming summer
showed up to bowl along with three of the four adult counselors who are attending! What a
great showing! And they all showed up having secured pledges for their bowling endeavor.
Many of the youth exceeded the goal of raising pledges that would amount to at least $100.
Four or five of those attending raised over $200 and even a couple of people raised over $300.
What a blessing!
Jeff Leitermann, father of Katie Leitermann (one of our adult counselors attending), got
into the spirit of things as well. For the first five frames of the first game, he offered 25 cents for
each strike. Then, as the second game started, he upped it to 50 cents for each strike for the
next half hour. Then, in the midst of the final game, he went up to $1.00 for each strike. His
generosity gave over $40 to support our youth attending “Live Love(d)” in San Antonio. “Live
Love(d)” is the theme of the LCMS Youth Gathering and the support from so many of our
congregational members shows the love of Christ. Some members have simply come up to me
and given me a check in support of this youth ministry event. May all of these things inspire each
of us to be ready to support the work of Jesus among us.
The youth (along with other spontaneous supporters) raised nearly $4,000. There were
matching funds of $3,000 approved for this fundraiser, so the total is about $7,000. With other
fundraising events, we have raised about $9,000 toward our goal of $16,000. We hope to exceed that goal as a few other expenses have come up. But God is able to make all grace abound
to us so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, we may abound in every good work.
Our next big fundraiser is going to be a Dinner/Auction event on Saturday, April 6. It is
going to be a wonderful time of fellowship, fun, food, and the excitement of both a silent auction
and live auction. I hope you will make plans to attend. And may our God continue to bless the
reformation of our High School Youth Ministry here at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School.

Pastor Bender
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
7821 W. Lincoln Avenue West Allis, WI 53219
414-541-6250
www.splcwa.org
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Widow’s Lunch
March 13th

Ladies Aid

Our next meeting is April 3rd at 10:00am in the
Fellowship Hall. New members are always welcome!

_______________________

The Quilters

At
Finn McGuire’s

Meet the 1st & 3rd Monday of each month at
9:00am in the Fellowship Hall.

Irish Pub & Grille
5171 S. 108th St
(Immediately after the 10am
Lenten worship service)

Thank you from the Quilters for the
congregations generous donations! We
were hoping to receive support for 1
year of quilting, but thanks to YOU we
can continue our mission for 2 YEARS!
Your kindness is a great incentive to
continue this wonderful mission. We feel
blessed by this great blessing from God.

Something to share, from St. Patrick’s prayer on his breast plate —
God be in my head and in my understanding,
God be in my eyes and in my looking,
God be in my mouth and in my speaking,
God be in my heart and in my thinking,
God in mine end and at my departing.
Submitted by Elaine Lemke

Ladies Book Club: Ladies, please join us for our next book club. It is Monday, March 11th at 6:30 p.m. We
will meet at the Grant Street building. This month we are reading The Same Kind of Different as Me by Ron
Hall & Denver Moore. If you have any questions, please call or email 546-4652 or 4ricards@att.net. Thank
you!

Emergency Numbers ~ 217-779-7985, or 414-327-1239 or 414-731-0152
Our Mission: Responding to God’s love in Christ, through Word and Sacrament, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Paul’s congregation,
lovingly and urgently proclaims Jesus as Lord, seeking to disciple all generations.
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Senior Fun Seekers Events & Information
We have begun planning our 2013 events. Please take note of the times reservations are
due because we really need early deadlines especially for theater events or we won’t be
able to get decent seating if any at all. All of the venues are handicapped accessible.
Wednesday June 5th 7:30pm Skylight Theater Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess
158 N Broadway
We need reservations ASAP as they already sold out for some performances. The
cost is $62.00 and we need your reservations and money by Sunday April 7th. If
anyone is interested in eating before the show we can plan on a place to go closer to
that date.
Thursday July 11th East Troy Railroad Museum and Train Ride
Cost is $10.50 and the tickets are good all day.
Here’s hoping you see something appealing and will join us for some or all of
these fun activities.
Please contact Janine at 414-427-8434 or talk to one of the committee members listed below if
you have questions or want to reserve your space for an event.
Committee members are: Janine Cherney, David Baars, Ron Gray, Sharon Stehmeier, Carole
Wirtala & Judy Bergstrom.
_______________________________________
Milwaukee Lutheran H.S. had over 350 elementary
school students attend their school during National
Lutheran Schools Week who worked with Phil’s
Friends Organization from Chicago to pack more than
250 care packages for cancer patients. There are
still some available. If you or someone you know
would be interested in receiving a package, please call
Sandi Loomis at 461-6000 ext. 242 to arrange to pick
one up.

The Spring session of
St. Paul’s Toddler Class
will begin April 2nd for children 2-3 not enrolled
in our day school 3 yr. old program. The toddler
must be accompanied by a parent or relative for
the entire time from 6:00—7:15pm. The class
will be held at the ECC on Tuesdays for 8
weeks. The cost is $65. Enrollment forms are in
the narthex and in school. Please ask Jo
Shemanske if you have questions at 541-6251.

SOUTH WISCONSIN DISTRICT OLDER ADULT “GATHERING”
Mark May 15, 2013 on your calendar for this year’s older adult “Gathering” at the Holiday
Inn-Manitowoc. The theme is “Bridging the Generation Gaps”.
Visit www.sws.lcms.org or call the South Wisconsin District at 414-464-8101 for details.
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Servants Dinner & Auction
"Servants Dinner and Auction" will be held in the St.
Paul's Gym on Saturday, April 6th, 2013. The doors will
open at 5:45pm. There will be a silent auction, a live auction with famous guest Auctioneer Mr. Dan Vaclav! At
6:30pm, we will also have a lasagna dinner, featuring fantastic lasagna, wonderful tossed garden salad, garlic toast
(or rolls) and famous home-made desserts from the ovens
of the St. Paul's Youth Parents.
The committee is hard at work, procuring items of great
(and lesser) value for the silent auction baskets and for the
"Live Auction." We will even have 13 Teen Christian
Slaves auctioned off to the highest bidder, that will rake your lawn, clean your garage,
paint your walls or whatever you need or would like to have a "Slave" to help you
with! (Too bad we couldn't have a slave to shovel snow today!)
All the proceeds of all this activity and hard work are going to offset the trip costs of
the Young Teen Slaves of Jesus' trip to Texas for the National Youth Gathering and
also to offset the Groundwork Guatemala Trip that 8 of us, missionaries of Jesus, are
going on, in June of this year.
This promises to be a fantastic "Fun" Raiser! What a great fun family event and special
opportunity to share Christian fellowship with your friends of Jesus. The admission is a
mere $10.00 per person, 12 and under for $5.00 and kids 3 and under are
free! Committee members, National Youth Gathering trip members and Groundwork
Guatemala Mission members will be selling advance sale tickets for the event too!
Pastor Bender, Bob Reynolds, Darla Leitermann, Kelly Crist,
Gina Osell, Tina Mueller, and Stacey Kukor are the committee members and will answer any questions that you have.
Watch for announcements in the bulletins during
March. There will also be a ministry moment before service
on a weekend in March.
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It’s Time To Order Your Easter Flowers
Place your order today & help to bring some
springtime color to our Altar this Easter morning!

Here’s your choices:
Easter Lilies ~ 8.00
Magenta Cineraria ~ 9.00
Yellow Daffodils ~ 9.00
Purple Regal Geraniums ~ 9.00
Blue Hyacinths ~ 9.00
Tulips ~ 9.00 (lavender, pink or red)
Order envelopes are in the narthex. Just fill out the envelope,
place a check made payable to St. Paul’s Altar Guild inside the
envelope & place in the wooden Flower Box located in the
narthex near the south stairwell.
It’s that easy!
Plants may be picked up after the 11:00 worship on Easter
morning.

Order deadline is March 10th
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION……...
Are you a Veteran or a Surviving Spouse of a Veteran who served
during war time? If so, plan to attend a free clinic at Library Square
(1820 S. 75th St) March 6th from 6:30-7:30pm. Find out if you
qualify for a service related pension available to help offset some of
the cost of home health care, assisted living, or nursing home
expenses. Please register by calling 414-774-4411.
Other clinics / events held at Library Square are:
Tips for Living Independently with Vision Loss: March 6th at
2:00pm
St. Patrick ’ s Day Celebration: March 10th at 2:00pm
Coping with Hearing Loss: March 13th at 2:00pm

Church
Meetings
this Month
March 5th
Boards
6:30pm
March 7th
Finance
4:00pm
March 12th
Church Council
6:00pm
March 26th
Elders
6:30pm

______________________________________________
Taking Back Control: Getting a new perspective on
your house, your life and your future.
As you reflect upon your life, do you feel stuck in
the past, anchored to the present or ready to live
your tomorrows? Join the Layton Terrace Group on
March 6th from 10:00—11:30am (9200 W. Layton Ave)
for an informative & thoughtful look at how you can
take back control of your life.

Do you own a business?
Would you like us to put a short note in the Monthly Herald
letting others know about your service? If so, contact the church
office & we’ll put your information in the Herald. The Church
Council has approved that members can publicize once per year
in the newsletter. This is simply an informative service and not
an endorsement of the goods or services.
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Guatemala News
St. Paul's Lutheran Church Herald Message
From your Guatemala Mission Team
March 2013
Dear friends of Jesus,
The days of our Guatemala Mission Trip, June 8th through the 15th, are fast approaching. We are gearing up! We are working on our lesson, "Using the gifts that God gives us,
each one of us using his or her special God-given gifts for the furtherance of the Kingdom
of God." We are using the story of Samson and Delilah, from the Book of Judges, to emphasize how Samson used his God-given strength to defeat the enemies of God, while also
trying to avoid temptations and falling into sin!
We wonder, "Will we make a difference? Are we worthy? "Are we good enough?" Of
course, we doubt ourselves. That is why, at each meeting, we pray, we study how to pray,
we have devotions about prayer, so we learn how to pray to our Almighty God and Father
through His Son Jesus Christ so that our prayers are pleasing to Him and so He will give
us the gifts that we need through the Holy Spirit, to spread His message. We pray that we
can and that they will listen and can understand, and take the message to heart!
As you know, we met George Leger, founder and director of the mission, "Only A Child,"
last year in Guatemala City on our First Sunday there. George showed us his workshop
and introduced us to his residents. Now, George has written a letter to us about the teenage boys living in the streets in Guatemala City, using drugs, surviving by begging and
stealing and some of them, not-so-lucky, dying without ever gaining the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! George first read about the boys, in the Boston paper, one
in particular, was picked up by the police, tortured and killed by them, and thus began his
mission, in Guatemala City, "Only A Child" in 1993. You can Google it!
Using his God-given gifts, George develops a family life for the boys that he takes into
his mission home. They must attend school and work in the carpentry shop, making the
beautiful boxes that you ordered this winter. They have 85 more to make, thanks to you
all.
In his letter, George is asking the mission team that we extend his request for aid and
assistance to you all at St. Paul's Church. Here is the letter:
"I recall with fondness and gratitude, the time that you spent with us. For I
know how much your visit to our ministry meant to all of our youngsters. I have
long believed that you came to us not by chance but rather by the grace of God. I
see His hand behind such happenings and trust that it was He who willed that your
time of service in Guatemala would include a visit to Only A Child. It may not seem
that your time with us was spent in service to the Lord, or even in service to our
ministry. But when Jesus walked this earth, much of His life was given to comforting the broken hearted, reaching out to the lost and forgotten souls of His time.
Our ministry's mission is much the same. Our youngsters have been hungry and
homeless. They have been consumed
(continued)
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Continued

by hopelessness and despair. They have been made to feel forgotten and rejected
by a society that often sees them as bad seeds-responsible for and deserving of
their fate. By the time they find their way to Only A Child, many of our youngsters have already concluded that their lives do not matter in any significant way.
Through the simple act of spending time with our youngsters and showing interest in their lives, you cared about their wellbeing. By buying the boxes, you
sent the message that the work they create has value. In the process, you supported us in our desire to help youngsters to see themselves in a new and more
positive light. You shared the love of God with them, and as a result, contributed
to their healing. Finding people to care about the young lives that we serve can be
difficult, both in Guatemala and the U.S. Finding support for our ministry can be
challenging at times, but I have always felt that the Lord provides for those who
do His work. I also believe that Only A Child does indeed do the Lord's work, and
often envision Him smiling down on our ministry, blessing its efforts.
Therefore, it is with a sincere heart and a clear conscience that I ask that you
once again support our work with a donation to our cause. And, if you are able, I
also ask that you consider becoming a monthly or quarterly donor, so that each
and every day through you, God will provide us not only with our daily bread, but
also a home and hope for a better future, as well. Thank you and may God bless...
Sincerely,
George Leger
P.O. Box 990885
Boston MA 02199
As a member of the 2012 team, I saw the smiles on the faces of the boys and young
men, living at the mission. They were facing loneliness, disease, homelessness, illness,
hunger and possibly death. Now, at the mission, they have a future and are learning a
trade and developing a sense of usefulness, and self worth. Their needs are ongoing
though. Please pray on this matter and, if the Lord directs you to do so, make a donation. Also continue to pray for our mission to Guatemala and for our safety too. God's
eternal and infinite blessings are to you and your family today and even forevermore.
Your brothers and sisters in Christ,
Bob Reynolds and the rest of your
St. Paul's Guatemala Mission Team
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Thrivent Choice®: Your community. Your support. Your choice.
Thrivent Choice, the charitable grant program from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
continues to be a welcome funding source for 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organizations nationwide.
If you are a member of Thrivent Financial, you likely are aware of this easy, convenient way to help support what matters most to you. The Thrivent Choice program offers two ways members can recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes some of
its charitable grant funds each year.
The first is through Voting Events which are held periodically. During these Voting
Events, all members age 16 and older can recommend how Thrivent Financial distributes
a set amount of charitable grant funds among a short list of national organizations.
Already $2 million has been distributed among 17 national organizations.
The second component of Thrivent Choice is Choice Dollars ®. Eligible benefit members are designated Choice Dollars which they can direct, thereby recommending
charitable grant funding for their choice among thousands of 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organizations, including St. Paul's Lutheran Church (#504744172) School
(#504744166) & PreK (#514108611). To date, Choice Dollars grant funds totaling 63
Million dollars have been distributed overall. The 3 St. Paul accounts has received
$17,000.00 since 2011.
If you are eligible to participate in Choice Dollars, or are uncertain about your eligibility,
visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.
Choice Dollars designated to eligible benefit members in 2012 must be directed by
March 31, 2013.
Directing Choice Dollars and voting in Voting Events are subject to the Terms and
Conditions of the Thrivent Choice program. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice for
complete Terms and Conditions.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ~ West Allis

Page 14

Biggest Loser Competition
Comes to St. Paul’s!
(A bunch of Christ’s servants losing weight for the St. Paul’s youth)
It’s great to lose in order to gain! Jesus once said, “Whoever loses his life for Me will find
it.” (Matthew 16:25) Certainly losing our sinful lives to gain of life filled with grace, mercy,
peace, and joy is the greatest gain that comes from losing. Yet, it’s also great to lose in order to
gain for others.
So, ten of St. Paul’s staff and one spouse are officially participating in a “Biggest Loser”
competition here at St. Paul’s. All competitors are seeking pledges to raise funds for our youth
and counselors attending the National Youth Gathering, “Live Love(d)” in San Antonio this
summer.
Three male teachers, one maintenance man, two pastors, and one principal are participating. Yes, that’s Jack Burkee, Jim Dittman, Bob Woller, Jeff Haas, Greg Stanton, Harold
Bender, and Duane Graf who are competing. These seven men are hoping to lose a combined
weight of 135 pounds.
Two female teachers, a school secretary, and a pastor’s wife are participating as well.
That’s Barb Heimsoth, Danielle Jackson, Tammy Evers, and JoLynn Bender. These four wonderful ladies hope to lose a combined weight of 60 pounds.
If you are willing, you can pledge any of these individuals. They have their own pledge
sheets. You could also pledge the women’s team or the men’s team. Five cents a pound for the
men’s team would be $8.50, if they met their goal. Ten cents for the women’s team would be
$6.00, if they met their goal. You could also pledge all the participants. Five cents would be
about $10.00; ten cents would be about $20.00. See Pastor Bender if you want to support this
effort. The staff wins by losing weight. The youth win by gaining funds for the NYG. You gain
from the joy of giving and supporting your brothers and sisters in Christ.
The initial weigh-in took place on the Friday before Lent, February 8. The final weigh-in will take place on the Friday before Pentecost,
May 17. There will be three additional “weigh-ins” along the way, so
watch the Herald for updates!
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The Passion
of The Christ

March 6th 10:00am & 6:00pm
March 13th 10:00am & 6:00pm
March 20th 10:00am & 6:00pm

“Taking
A
Closer Look”

March 23 & 24 Palm Sunday 5:00pm (Saturday) 8:00am & 10:30am (Sunday)
March 28th Maundy Thursday 10:00am & 6:00pm
March 29th Good Friday 1:00 & 6:00pm

“He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord”
Celebrate with us at
7:00, 9:00 or 11:00am
Easter Sunday March 31st.
St. Paul’s Rangers will be serving an Easter Breakfast
beginning at 8:00am in the Fellowship Hall

LSB #480

