The Service of Installation
Reverend Harold J. Bender Jr.
May 6, 2012
3:00pm
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
West Allis, Wisconsin
Prelude

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”

Bell Choir

(Please rise and face the Processional Cross)
Processional Hymn #790 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Invocation
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Matthew 28:19b
People: Amen.
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9
Confession and Absolution
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature,
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23
People: Amen.
Kyrie

“Lord Have Mercy”
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Hymn of Praise

“This is the Feast”

page 155
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, through the Church’s usual order, the
Reverend Harold J. Bender Jr. has been called by the Lord of
the Church to be Senior Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, West Allis.
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O almighty God, by your Son, our Savior, you
have always given to your Church on earth faithful
shepherds to guide and feed your flock. Therefore we pray,
make all pastors diligent to preach your holy Word and to
administer your means of grace, and grant your people
wisdom to follow in the way that leads to life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.
(Please be seated)
+ WORD +
Old Testament Ezekiel 34:7-16
“‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: As surely as I live, declares
the Sovereign LORD, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered
and has become food for all the wild animals, and because my shepherds did not
search for my flock but cared for themselves rather than for my flock, therefore, you
shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am
against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove
them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I
will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them. “‘For
this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look
after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will
I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered
on a day of clouds and darkness. I will bring them out from the nations and gather
them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture
them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. I
will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their
grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed
in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will tend my sheep and have
them lie down, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will search for the lost and bring back
the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the
strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.

New Testament Ephesians 4:7-16
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it
says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his
people.” (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower,
earthly regions? He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the
heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) So Christ himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith
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and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the
cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is
the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Choir Anthem

“United in Christ”

(Please rise)
Reading from the Holy Gospel John 21:1-19
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened
this way: Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. “I’m going out to
fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early in the morning, Jesus
stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. He called out to
them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. He said, “Throw your
net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were
unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. Then the disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is
the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and
jumped into the water. The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When they landed,
they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. Jesus said to
them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” So Simon Peter climbed back
into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with
so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”None of
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came,
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the
third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. Jesus
Reinstates Peter. When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I
love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you
love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care
of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 3time, “Do you love me?” He said,
“Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.
Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where
you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else
will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” Jesus said this to indicate
the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow
me!”

The Apostles’ Creed (inside back cover of hymnal)
(Please be seated)
Hymn of the Day # 682
“God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons”
Sermon

“Shepherd and Sheep Go Together”
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John 21:15-19

The Installation of Rev. Harold J. Bender, Jr.
Hymn # 681

“Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit”

Rite of Installation
(At the conclusion of the Rite)
Pastor: You have heard the solemn promise of him called to be your
pastor. Will you receive him, show him that love, honor, and
obedience in the Lord that you owe to the shepherd and
teacher placed over you by your Lord Jesus Christ. Will you
support him by your gifts and pray for him always that in
his labors he may retain a cheerful spirit and that his
ministry among you may be abundantly blessed? If so, then
answer: We will, with the help of God.
People: We will, with the help of God.
Pastor: Will you honor and uphold your pastor as he serves Christ
in all of his God-pleasing responsibilities? Will you aid him
as he cares for his family? Will you be diligent to “put the
best construction on everything,” recognizing that “love
covers a multitude of sins?” If so, then answer: We will,
with the help of God.
People: We will, with the help of God.
(Please rise)
Prayer of the Church
Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful God and Father, you have graciously
promised that, through the preaching of the crucified Christ,
those who believe in Him will be saved. By your Holy Spirit
grant grace to Pastor Harold Bender, whom you have given
to be Senior Pastor of this congregation. Grant him readiness
and steadfastness in this ministry, patience, understanding,
and great zeal. Support and strengthen him in your service
that by your Word your Church may be built and increased;
through your Son, our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Almighty and most merciful God and Father, through your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, you have established your
Church to be a temple and dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.
We give thanks that you continue to provide shepherds to
feed and serve your flock in which the Holy Spirit has made
them overseers. We humbly implore you ever to strengthen
the labors of your ministers, that through their ministry of
Word and Sacrament your people may increase in your
knowledge and service and grow up into Him who is the
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head, even Jesus Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all glory now and forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey your commandments and also that we, being defended
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon
you with favor and + give you peace.
People: Amen.
Recessional Hymn # 578 “Thy Strong Word”
POSTLUDE

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

You are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the
service, as we welcome Pastor Bender and his family into our church family.
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