The Monthly Herald
April 2015
FROM THE PASTOR…
April may receive its name from the Latin word for “second”, because it was the second
month of the ancient calendar. We celebrate Easter on April 5 this year. As you know, the
date of Easter is keyed to Passover, which in turn is based on the Lunar, and not the Solar
calendar, which is why it (and Easter) moves around. The earliest date of Easter is March 22
(very rare), which occurred in 1818. The latest is April 25, which will occur in 2038.
Incidentally, you have already experienced the earliest Easter you will ever know; March 23
in 2008. It will not fall on that date again until 2160.
Others believe that April is a form of the Latin
word “aperire”, which means “to open” – a
reference to the opening of buds and flowers
during this Spring month. I like this last because
it reminds me of the open tomb, the stone rolled
away from its entrance as a silent, but obvious
witness of the resurrection. We also call an
opening an “aperture”.
What a miracle is going on right now as we watch
the first flowers like tulips and crocuses pushing up through the snow and frost in a
beautiful witness to life from the death of a long cold winter! What a miracle to hear the
Easter shout: HE IS RISEN! To which we respond: HE IS RISEN INDEED! In our Lord’s
resurrection victory, life everlasting is ours from the dark, cold, frozen depths of wintery
death. It really doesn’t matter where Easter falls on the calendar; every day is Easter as we
rise to newness of life in Holy Baptism.
Blessings! Pastor Stanton
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Holy Week Worship
Maundy Thursday April 2 10:00am & 6:00pm
Good Friday

April 3 1:00 & 6:00pm

Easter Vigil

April 4 5:00pm

Easter Celebration

April 5 7:00 9:00 & 11:00am
Easter Breakfast
Immediately following the
7:00 am service
Scrambled Eggs
Sliced Ham/Pork Sausage
Hash Brown Potatoes
Fruit Cup
Assorted Bakery
Coffee – Milk- Orange Juice

Sunday May 31st following the late service
We will be having a luncheon to acknowledge
four of Christ’s servants who will be retiring from
full time service.
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Martin Luther High School
Sacred Concert

The Martin Luther High School
Music Department cordially invites
you to attend its annual Sacred
Concert on
Sunday, April 12, 2:00 p.m. at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
7821 W. Lincoln Avenue
West Allis, WI 53219.
This concert features a wide variety of
traditional and contemporary choral
music performed by the Concert Choir
and Troubadours as the culminating
concert of their 2015 Spring Tour to
Oklahoma. Both groups are directed by
Timothy S. Franz. No tickets are
required, but a free will offering will be
received.

Sign Update
Thanks to all who have contributed

Friendship Week-End

to the new electronic sign. We are

April 11-12, 2015

happy to report that the sign has

What a great opportunity
to serve our Lord.
To invite family
Friends
Neighbors
To the house of the Lord.
Sharing God’s love
Forgiveness
Salvation for all
How awesome it would be
If each member invited someone,
Let that be our goal
For this is our opportunity,
To serve our Lord.

been ordered. We have been
working with the Poblocki Sign
Company and the City of West Allis on the details. An
approved permit from the City of West Allis is expected
shortly. The estimated date for the installation of the sign
is May 1.

~

Your Planning Committee

Therefore, mark your calendar,
Friendship Week-End
April 11-12, 2015
Remember bring your guest,
And have them pick-up their
Special welcome gift…….
Elaine Lemke

Special Voters' Meeting
A Special Voters' Meeting has been tentatively set for
Sunday, April 26, between services at approximately 9:15 am.
The main item on the agenda will be the Call to be extended to a
candidate for the position of Principal of St. Paul's Lutheran
School. Please mark the date on your calendar.
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Bible Classes
Sunday Mornings at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall
During the month of April we will be taking a look at the great cataclysm that brings destruction to “Babylon,” the
“Great City” that was filled with greed, corruption, and luxury. This has been prophesied in Revelation 18. The
“inhabitants of the earth” mourn, but the citizens of heaven rejoice, because this is God’s fulfilling His Word to
deliver His people from a world of sin and death. This is foretold in Revelation 19. Then, in Revelation 20, we get to
the final judgment, when the “books of deeds” are all opened and the Lord will judge our deeds. Thanks be to God
there is another “book,” a very special one.
All members are invited and encouraged to study the Word each Sunday. The class meets in the Fellowship Hall at
9:15. Come and be blessed by hearing and keeping in your heart this revelation of God’s truth (Rev. 1:3). The time is
near.

Sunday Mornings at 9:15am in Room 203
In April (beginning April 12th) we will be going through the book “I Am A Church Member”. Its six
chapters explore what it means to be a positive, active, supporting, prayerful church member. We’re
encouraging members to buy a copy of the book ($5.00). Join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in Room
203.

Monday Mornings at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall
The Monday morning ladies Bible study is taking a look at three of the minor prophets. They meet each week in the
Fellowship Hall. Why not join the group and grow in your knowledge of God’s Word.
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Wednesday Evenings at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall

Understanding Islam
The History, the Chief Articles of Faith, and their Teachings compared to Christianity
There is a lot of religious activity and tension in our world today. Much of it stems from conflict that comes
from those who adhere to a certain type of religious view. Some, in their minds, believe that their “faith” calls them
to do “battle” in the name of their god. Islam is one of those religions which has followers that believe in a call to
arms. Where did the religion of Islam come from? How did it grow? What are the “Five Pillars of Islam”? How does
its teachings compare to Christianity? These questions will all be answered in a four week study: Understanding
Islam. The class meets in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. beginning April 22.
Week 1: April 22 – Introduction and the History of the Beginnings of Islam
Week 2: April 29 – Terminology and the Chief Articles of Faith
Week 3: May 6 – Writings of the Koran compared to the Teachings of Jesus and Holy Scripture
Week 4: May 13 – A Presentation by Ebou: Raised a Muslim and now a Christian
Join us each week and grow in understanding the second largest religion in the world.

Thursday Mornings at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
In April (beginning April 9th) we will be going through the book “I Am A Church Member”. Its six
chapters explore what it means to be a positive, active, supporting, prayerful church member.
We’re encouraging members to buy a copy of the book ($5.00). Join us each Thursday at 10:00am
in the Fellowship Hall.
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Men’s Bible Breakfast
The Gospel of Matthew is the Book of the Bible that we are working
our way through. The topics in April are as follows:
April 11, 2015
Jesus Defines His Kingdom by Humility and Forgiveness; Encounters with Religious
Leaders, Little Children, and a Rich Young Man; A Final Prediction and a Mother’s
Request (Chapters 18-20)
April 25, 2015
The Triumphal Entry; Jesus’ Authority Questioned and Two Parables that get to the
Heart of the Matter; Jesus’ Confrontation and Condemnation of the Religious Leaders
(Chapters 21-23)
We meet at 7:00am in the Fellowship Hall for prayer, study, and breakfast.

Kids Bible Hour 9:15am each Sunday
Senior High Bible Study 9:15am in the
Instructional Room
Leaders: Mike & Erin Carson

Spring Toddler Class begins April 7, 2015. Our toddler
class begins again for children ages 2-3 to be accompanied by a
parent or other adult relative. The new session begins Tuesday April
7th from 6 – 7:15pm at the ECC. This is a great opportunity for adults
and their little ones to interact with each other and with children
their own age. This program is open to any 2 or 3 year old not
currently attending our day school program. If you know neighbors or
friends, please invite them to come. The cost is $65 for the 7 week
program beginning April 7th. Mrs. Shemanske 541-6251 ext 2503, can
provide you with more details should you have a question.
Registration forms are available at the back of the church or in the
school office.

Concordia University Wisconsin hosts a Luther Heritage Sites Germany
Tour Here is your chance to experience the life of Martin Luther during the 500
year anniversary of the Reformation along with seeing the sights of Germany. Travel
with Rev. Dr. Timothy Maschke of Concordia University Wisconsin along with a local
travel guide as they share their expertise in this once in lifetime experience. This ten
day trip will take place Tuesday, May 17 through Thursday, May 26, 2016, with an
option of a three day extension. The commitment deadline is December 1, 2015. For
a look at the trip itinerary and more details go towww.CUW.edu alumni events
webpage or contact Rev. Dr. Maschke at Timothy.Maschke@cuw.edu or 262-2434252 or Tempo Travel at 414-774-1080.
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Sharing God’s Bounty
April

What’s Your Gift?

Perhaps you haven’t spent much time, if any, pondering that question. God has given each of us at least one gift,
though, and if even one of us does not use that gift, the Body of Christ suffers. Paul, in Ephesians 4:16 writes, “From
him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and build itself up in love, as each
part does its work.”
Christian stewards tend to have a lower opinion of themselves than they ought, denigrating their abilities and
talents and even their financial capabilities. When we keep in mind that it is God himself who has chosen our gifts
and blessed us materially, we realize that to belittle these gifts is to question God’s wisdom and generosity. Again we
read Paul’s words, now from Romans 12:5, “. . . in Christ, we who are many form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others.” He goes on to say that whatever our gifts are, we are to use them as effectively as we can.
Yes, it is the pastor’s job to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments, but we, as stewards who have
received the Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-20, are to be obedient also to Jesus’ command to tell the Good
News to the whole world.
Yes, there are those in your congregation who seem to have more abilities and talents than you, and there may
be members who have more money than you – perhaps may even be very wealthy. Does that exempt you from the
responsibility to serve or to give? By no means! In 2 Corinthians 9:7 we’re commanded, “Each man should give what
he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” Each one is to
give and to give cheerfully – of his time, his talents, and his treasures. God looks at the size of the heart of the giver
rather than at the size of his gift. “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not
according to what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12).
If you are not using your gifts, if you are not giving your money, if you are not sharing your time, the Body of
Christ suffers. We need each other and our individual gifts in order that we might carry out our responsibilities as
stewards to the end that the name of Christ might be made known.

Stewardship is not about large giving, but gifts in small ways. A child’s gift, although small, gives glory
to the Lord in many ways. Stewardship does not have to be in monetary ways. A gift of time to an
elderly shut-in serves the Lord, too, A gift of a loaf of bread to a homeless family could mean the
difference between going to bed hungry or going to bed satisfied.
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Thank you to all who donated towards the Ladies Guild Boston
Store Community Days Coupon Sale. $125.00 was raised that will
go towards our New Sign Fund!
Ladies Aid
Ladies Aid will meet on Wednesday, April 1st at 10 am in the
Fellowship Hall.
The “Trip to the Zoo” has been cancelled. After a Bible study
by Pastor Bender, we will have a VERY IMPORTANT
business meeting. Reminder – bring your LWML Mites!

Widows Lunch
The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday April
8th at 11:00am at “The Tower” 6869 W. Forest
Home Ave.

LWML Zone Rally
April 18, 2015
9:00 am
Risen Savior Lutheran Church
9501 W. Drexel Avenue ~ Franklin
Speaker: Ken Kemen – Kenya
Ingathering: School kits for Kenya

Quilters
We meet in the Fellowship Hall the 1st, 3rd & 5th Monday of each month at 9:00am. If you have an
interest in quilting, stop by & see what we do. We are always looking for new people to join our
group!

Elizabeth Ministry
Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Easter

It is a very special day,
It is a day of great joy,
It is a day of celebration.
For Jesus great victory
Over death and the grave.
Let us therefore go forth,
Sharing our joy with others,
Sharing the Good News
Near and far….
Our Savior lives
Hallelujah!!
Elaine Lemke
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On Wednesday May 13th we will be going on a tour to Quality
Candy/Buddy Squirrel. It is located at 1801 E Bolivar Avenue. We will
meet there at a time to be determined. The cost is $3.00. After the tour
we will go to lunch at St. Francis Brewery located at 3825 S. KK Avenue.
After lunch if anyone is interested we could take the tour of the Jelly Belly
warehouse before they move their facility. Please let Janine know by May
8th if you are going so I can make lunch reservations. Call 427-8434.
The end of June we plan on going to the Rotary Gardens in Janesville. The
cost is $10.00 or $15.00 if you would like to ride on the cart. We will also
go out to eat someplace in that area. More details to follow in the May
Herald.

St. Paul’s Youth
Jr. Youth

April 12th at 5:00pm Youth Gathering at the Mueller’s. We will discuss the movie “God’s Not

Dead” and then we’ll go to New Berlin Bowl. Dinner will be provided. Look for more information in your
church bulletin.

A Special Activity for both
Jr. & Sr. Youth and Parents
Sunday, Sundaes, Scripture, and Sexuality
April 26, 2:00 p.m.
Our culture in America is doing radical things when it comes to God’s gift of sexuality. Yes, sex is a
gift from God. It is to be treasured as something precious that our God wants us to handle with
care. God wants our bodies to be kept pure and holy for His purposes. It is time for us to speak in
a straight forward way about the issues related to sexuality in our modern culture. Please come.
We will listen to the voice of our Father, watch a video and see some pictures of a young woman
delivered from the darkness of immorality. Parents and youth, come and be blessed and
enlightened and, yes, sanctified. The gathering will take place at 2:00 p.m., Sunday April 26, in the
Fellowship Hall

Sr. Youth Bible Study
Noah and the Flood: An Event that literally Shaped our World
The youth have begun a Bible study on Noah: the Man, the Ark, and the Flood. We will be
learning about the details of this catastrophic event that brought a world-wide destruction, but
saved believing Noah and his family. The final three sessions are as follows:
April 9 – The Ark – Understanding the magnitude of this vessel Noah built
April 30 – The Flood – Understanding the “Root Cause” and the Evidence for a
World-wide flood
May 21 – The Aftermath – A New Beginning, a Promise, and Hope for the Future
_____________________
The Lutheran High School Association is collecting donation items for their Shine Auction held on Saturday
April 11th. Donations can be dropped off at the Association office attention Shari DeBraal. Questions? Call
Shari at 414-421-2000 ext 218.
Congratulations to our students from all three high schools who participated in the Wisconsin School Music
Association Milwaukee Area Private High School District Solo-Ensemble Festival on Feb. 27 & 28. Many
students will be going on to perform at the upcoming State Solo-Ensemble Festival on April 25th!
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Jerry Heimsoth Golf Outing
Saturday, July 18th

St. Paul’s Divine Connections, our new Outreach Ministry, will be having a
Community Clothing Giveaway on Sat. May 2, 2015.
The goal of this clothing drive is to minister to those in need by providing gently used
clothing. We are looking for help and support in the following areas: Donate gently
used clothing for all ages, gender and sizes; Volunteer to work taking in clothing at
designated time and at the ECC; Volunteer to help sort the clothing; Volunteer to set
up for the clothing drive; Volunteer to work at the event, helping attendees and help to
serve food. Volunteer sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex. If you would like to
donate clothing, look for details in future bulletins regarding donation drop off dates
and times. If you have any questions, please contact Terri Strysick,414-545-1308 or
Crystal Barry, 414-423-0244.

“Come Before His Presence With a Song” is the theme of the Lutheran A
Cappella Choir of Milwaukee’s Spring Concert that will take place on Sunday,
May 3rd at 3:00PM
at St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church, 1615 Wauwatosa Ave.,
Wauwatosa. One of the featured works on the concert, which concludes
the choir’s 78th season, is J.S. Bach’s Cantata #150, “Nach dir, Herr,
verlanget mich” accompanied by instrumental ensemble. Another is a
beautiful and exciting setting of Psalm 100, “Jubilate”, by British
composer Bob Chilcott.
The audience will be invited to join the choir on two selections – “O Love
of God, How Strong and True”, a stirring setting of the tune known as “Jerusalem” by C. Hubert H. Parry,
and to conclude the concert, a wonderful new setting of “Beautiful Savior” by Michael Burkhardt.
Tickets are $15.00 general admission, $12.00 for seniors and students, and may be purchased from the
choir’s website,www.lutheranacappella.org, or at the door. A reception will follow the concert.
The Lutheran A Cappella Choir of Milwaukee is a volunteer group of Christian singers that employs the
finest sacred music from all centuries to convey the message of our Triune God.
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