
The Monthly Herald                             April 2016 
From your Pastor…….. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen! 

So, what is all the excitement about?  It is about a Life that death cannot destroy.  It is about a hope 

that terrorists can’t topple and tear down.  It is about having joy in the soul even when going through 

difficult times of troubles and trials.  It is about a victory that cannot be undone by the worst defeat 

we face in this world.  The excitement of Easter is about a living Savior . . . who lives in me!  It is also 

about getting a new heart. 

The prophet Ezekiel once penned words regarding what God would one day accomplish: 
 

I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them 
their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.  (Ezekiel 11:19) 

 

A new heart, a new spirit, a new beginning . . . all of these things are the gifts of Easter.  A new heart 
that desires to follow Jesus wherever He would lead us, trusting that Jesus always knows what is best, 
that is what resurrection is all about. 
 
So by the Spirit God has given us, we make a new beginning each and every day.  We leave behind the 
rags and remnants of our past sin and put on Christ each day, that the world would see Christ in us.  
We die to every sin that wants to ensnare us, for we are free in Jesus Christ to walk in newness of life.  
We seek the Lord, wanting to begin each day seeking to fulfill His good and gracious will for us in all 
our relationships and callings in life. 
 
Easter is also about a life that never ends.  Christ’s empty tomb means that my tomb will be empty 
one day.  Christ rising to life after death means that God will raise up my body, glorify it, and I will live 
forever in a paradise untouched and untainted by sin, affliction, and death.  Easter means that 
eternity is mine! 
 
So throughout the season of Easter . . . and every day of our life, each of us should rejoice that “Christ 
is risen!  He is risen, indeed!”  Praise God!  This is most certainly true! 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 

Pastor Bender 
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Bible Classes 

Monday Morning Bible Class 

Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall      

Leader: Laurel Privatt 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study – 1 John: the Epistle of Love 

Come and learn the true meaning of Love.  How does God define love?  How is love to be 

active in our lives?  How can we discern the “spirits” to see if they are from God or from the 

evil one?  How is God’s great and true love “made complete among us”?  All of these 

questions and more will be discussed and answered as we continue to study the last couple 

of chapters in the first letter penned by the apostle John.  Join us each Sunday at 9:15am in 

the Fellowship Hall. 

Men’s Bible Breakfast 

This group open to all men in the congregation meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturday mornings of 

each month.  We eat breakfast, have a time of prayer, and then study God’s Word together.  

In April we are continuing our video study led by Dr. Joel Biermann: “Who am I?  What am I 

doing here?”  The two topics this month: 

April 9  In the Groove: God has a design to life and you are either going with His flow or  

     fighting against it!  Come learn of God’s design for your life, pondering  

     the roles He has given you and the responsibilities He desires for you to  

     fulfill to have a full life. 

April 23 Two Taboo Topics . . . with a Twist:  We often don’t like to talk about “good works,”  

     but from God’s perspective they are good!  We also don’t like to talk  

     about something else . . . but you will have to come to find out! 

Just show up and gather with your brothers-in-Christ. We meet at 7am in the Fellowship 

Hall; 79th street doors are open.  Young and old are welcome! 

Thursday Morning Bible Study in April 

This study group meets at 10:00am each Thursday morning.  In the month of April we will 

continue our study, “Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis.”  The weekly topics are as follows: 

         April 7: The Ice Age 

     April 14: The Rise of Civilization 

     April 21: Origin of the Universe 

     April 28: Uniqueness of the Earth 

All are welcome to come and discuss these topics from a distinctly Biblical viewpoint . . . 

yes, the truth we are given in Genesis. 
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Ladies Aid Ladies Aid will have a very important meeting on Wednesday, April 6
th
 at 10 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. Don’t forget your mites for LWML. 

Widows Lunch 
The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday April 13

th
 at Pallas Restaurant, Hwy 100 south of Greenfield 

Avenue, at 11:00am.  

Ladies Book Club 
Our next date is Monday, April 11

th
 at 6:30pm at the ECC.  

Elizabeth Ministry 
Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please contact 

Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com. 

Mom to Mom 
April 4:  What Messages Are Our Kids Getting? 

April 18:  A Christian Home: What is It and How Do You Get It? Meet at 6:00pm in the ECC Lobby.  

Please contact Angela Ferrell at 262-366-3614 with any questions.   

Quilters Our Quilting Group meets the 1
st
, 3

rd
, & 5

th
 Monday of each month (April 4 & 18) at 9:00am 

in the Fellowship Hall. All members of the congregation are welcome to come & help with this fun 

mission.  
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Grief Share Group 

We offer a supportive environment for those who have lost a loved one. Video 

presentations and discussions will address concerns of those who have experienced 

the death of a loved one. Our group will meet from May through August, about 1 ½ 

hours each week for 13 weeks. If you would like more information on Grief Share or 

you are interested in joining our group, please call Laurel at 414-476-9962. 

mailto:javila7@wi.rr.com


National Youth Gathering – July 14-21, 2016 

Back in September we had 16 youth at the first National Youth Gathering meeting.  We now have 23 
youth signed up to attend along with 7 adult counselors.  The families pay the $325 registration fee, 
but we seek to fundraise the rest of the expenses.  This year we have needed to raise a total of 
$21,000 to cover all the costs.  We have raised over $12,000 and have the Carnival and Trivia night 
coming, but we are going to need some additional support.  So we hope and pray that members 
might be willing to give a sponsorship to support our youth. 

Are You Willing to Sponsor our Youth? 

Would you like to: 

 Be blessed by building a relationship with one of our youth (Luncheon on April 24) 
 Be encouraged to pray for a specific youth and the whole group attending 
 Receive a postcard from one of our youth during the gathering 
 Receive a gift purchased from the Gathering store as a keepsake 
 Be recognized at the “sending service” before our youth leave and be invited to attend a post-

gathering dinner to hear from our youth in what they personally experienced 

Because we have such a large amount of funds to raise, we are seeking individual sponsors for our youth to 
assist in covering the costs of meals, transportation, and lodging; that amount is $850 per youth.  You could 
give one of the following amounts: 

 Basic Grant – $100  
 Supporting Grant – $200 
 Half Grant – $425 
 Full Grant – $850 

The amount of your sponsorship is simply dependent upon your resources.  Regardless of the amount you 
provide, the benefits listed above will be the same.  Of course, the greatest benefit is knowing the you will have 
a part in helping our young people continue to grow in Christ and live as His servants.  If you want further 
information, please contact Pastor Bender (541-6250; 217-779-7985) or the church office for a form.   

Divine Connections 
 
St. Paul’s Divine Connections, our Outreach Ministry, will be having the  

                   Community Clothing Giveaway again on Sat. May 7, 2016. 
The goal of this clothing drive is to minister to those in need by providing gently used clothing. 
We are looking for help and support in the following areas: Donate gently used clothing for all 
ages, gender and sizes; Volunteer to work taking in clothing at designated time and at the ECC; 
Volunteer to help sort the clothing; Volunteer to set up for the clothing drive; Volunteer to 
work at the event, helping attendees and help to serve food. Volunteer sign-up sheets are 
located in the Narthex. If you would like to donate clothing, look for details in future bulletins 
regarding donation drop off dates and times. If you have any questions, please contact Dawn 
Ziolecki 414-841-6097 or Heidi Leiser at 414-771-4469. 
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                                     VBS is  coming ! !     

                               Cave Quest      

                      June 20 –  24 ,  2016  
 
Watch for more information. We need volunteers. If interested please call Carol 
Percell at 414-541-9515.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        

 

 

A NIGHT OF FUN ~ April 2, 2016 
 
 

WHEN: Saturday April 2nd, following the 5:00 worship service. 

WHAT:  CARNIVAL AND TRIVIA NIGHT!! ~Sr. High Youth NYG Fundraiser 

CARNIVAL:  Includes carnival foods, games, prizes, face painting and a cake walk.  Come to the 
gym for a night of carnival fun!! (parent must accompany children). 

OR 

TRIVIA : Includes a pizza meal, snacks and beverages in the Parish Hall.  Create  teams of 6-8 
players for a night of trivia competition fun.  $10 covers your meal and contest with a prize for 
the winning team.  Sign up in the back of church, at the Grant Street desk or call the church 
office at 414.541.6250. 
         
 CHECK YOUR CHURCH MAILBOX FOR FULL INFORMATION ON BOTH FUN EVENTS    
 
                                                             
 
 
5 

On Friday April 1st (no foolin’) we are visiting the Chudnow Museum in 

Milwaukee.  

On Friday May 6th we will be attending the Falls Patio Players 

presentation of My Fair Lady.  

Other events are still being planned: Milwaukee Art Museum and a catered Chinese 

Luncheon.  

 

tel:414-541-9515


Only 8 more sessions of  

Sunday School left! 

Please join us as we finish the year 

with a lot of exciting things.  

 Singing songs 

 Crafts 

 A Snack 

 And lots of fun learning cool 

stuff about Jesus 

Sunday School 9:15 – 10:15am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 11, 2016 
7:00pm 

Martin Luther High School 
Home Tour Concert 

No tickets are required, 
          but a free will offering will be received.   
           Martin Luther High School 5201 S. 76th Street  

                                                                                                         
                                                         

RESURRECTION 
As we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection  

God gives us another demonstration of His power.  
As He brings life back to nature.  

Grass dry and brown becomes a lush green carpet,  
bare trees and bushes sprout buds upon their branches,  

flowers peek our from their earthly beds.  
So it will be for you and me, when Jesus returns.  

He will awaken us from our earthly rest,  
giving us new glorious bodies, to live with him forever.  

Elaine Lemke 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SOS Spring Luncheon & Silent Auction—Sunday, April 24 
A fundraiser for SOS ministry will be held at Klemmer's Banquet Center, 10401 W. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee 

53227, on Sunday, April 24, from12:30 to 3 pm. SOS Ministry provides a Christian environment with LCMS 

staff for inner city school children with after-school tutoring and leadership activities. Tickets are $40 each, or 

$300 for a table of 8. To order tickets, or for more information, contact Sheila at 414-449-9964 or 

sstrozier@soscenterinc.org. Donations to the Silent Auction are welcome. 

LCMS National Convention  
Online Volunteer Signup is now available for those wishing to become involved with this summer’s LCMS 

National Convention, July 9-14. Our South Wisconsin District is excited to be the hub of all the activity this 

year as this 66th tri-annual convention will be held at the Wisconsin Center in downtown Milwaukee. Choose 

from a variety of volunteer opportunities, pick your available days and times, and become a part of this exciting 

event! To access this online tool, just go to swd.lcms.org and the follow the link to “LCMS National Convention” 

on the home page. A form that you can print and mail in is also available there. Please call the District 

office, 414-464-8100, if you have any questions.  
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For Single Adults: A weekend of food, fellowship, & fun!  

Lutherans Singles Association is holding their biennial Conference at Bethel 
Lutheran Church, in Morton, IL on June 24-26, 2016. The keynote speaker is 
Author and Speaker Chad Bird. Cost is $90 for the entire conference (includes, snacks 
Friday, lunch Saturday, dinner/theatre Saturday evening and program costs, does not 
include sleeping rooms). Daily Rates are Friday $20, Saturday Day $40, Saturday 
Evening $30.00. Dinner Saturday is at the Pizza Ranch Buffet and Theatre is Corn 
Stock Theater, Peoria, IL where we will see a live performance of Cheaper by the 
Dozen. Come and meet single adults from all over the country. Flyer can be  
downloaded from their Facebook page - 2016 Lutheran Singles Association 
 Conference, or email Linda Gerbitz, president@lsalcms.org.  
 

tel:414-449-9964
mailto:sstrozier@soscenterinc.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e084aaeae23a3f58-lcms
http://swd.lcms.org/
tel:414-464-8100
mailto:president@lsalcms.org


Official Notice: 

2016 President and Vice-President 

Nominations Results 

The 2016 nominations for the offices of President, First Vice-

President and regional vice-presidents of the Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod have been completed.  

Of those receiving the highest number of nominating votes for the 

office of President, the three candidates who received the highest 

number of votes have also given their consent to serve if elected: 

 Matthew C. Harrison – 755 

 Dale A. Meyer – 442 

 David E. Meier – 358 

Of those receiving the highest number of nominating votes for the 

office of First Vice-President, 20 candidates have given their 

consent to serve if elected. The top five nominees are listed below: 

 Herbert C. Mueller Jr. – 601 

 David P.E. Maier – 274 

 Scott R. Murray – 200 

 Timothy M. Klinkenberg – 152 

 Jacob A. O. Preuss III – 146 

Leadership for the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod will be 

elected during the synodical convention to take place in 

Milwaukee, July 9-14. There are also many opportunities to serve 

at the convention. If you are willing to help, check out 

www.swd.lcms.org and follow the link to “LCMS National 

Convention” on the home page. Call Carol Rayner at the District 

office (414)-464-8100 ext. 743 with any questions.  

 

       Sharing God’s Bounty 

                                  April 

The End of the Story?  

The six-week season of Lent draws to a close. We have heard our Savior’s prayer for himself, his disciples, and all of 

us (John 17). We have been distressed by the disciples’ betrayal (Mark 14:50). We have been horrified by the treatment 

Jesus, an innocent man, received at the hands of his own people and the Roman governor and his soldiers. Our minds 

have heard the cries, “Crucify him!  Crucify him!” (Luke 23:21). Up the hill to Calvary we have trudged with the King of 

Kings where he was placed on a cross like any criminal, where he spoke words of compassion for others and asked for 

forgiveness for his enemies, where he died for our sins. We have sat, dejected, like his followers of old – but not quite, 

for we have an advantage. We know how the story ends! 

It ends with Easter! Yet it is not an ending but a beginning! We race to the tomb with Peter and John (John 20:3-9) 

and rejoice that “He is not here; He has risen!” (Luke 24:6). Like the women who were the first to learn of this most 

miraculous, most marvelous, most salutary event, we run to tell others. We want to share this Good News. We know it’s 

hard to believe. Like Paul says, “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might 

possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners Christ died for us”  

 (Romans 5:7-8).  And lives for us! “Do you 

believe this?” Jesus asked Martha, and with her 

we confidently answer, “I believe that [he] is the 

Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the 

world” (John 11:24-27).  

“Death has been swallowed up in victory. 

Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, 

stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because 

you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” 

(1 Corinthians 15:54, 57-58). 

The attitude of Christian Stewardship 

recognizes that one's own special tal-

ents were given by God. These skills 

could have been given to someone 

also. But they were given to you to use 

for God's purpose. The same attitude 

of stewardship recognizes time as a 

loan made by God to his children. 

Manage time well. 

  Renewed in Christ 
Hope • Strength • Soar 
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                School News 
From the Principal 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  As I write this newsletter, I am 

29,000 feet above the ground in an airplane on my way to Orlando to visit my son and help my 

mother-in-law who is having surgery.  As I sit in the plane, I have thoughts of flight.  Being a 

science teacher, I taught a concept called Bernoulli's Principle.  This law of science is what allows an airplane to fly and 

gets me from Milwaukee to Orlando in two hours and twenty seven minutes.  But what has changed with flight since the 

days of Wilbur and Orville Wright?  A lot has changed and I am thankful for that.  The technology used to fly has 

improved.  The safety of the aircraft has improved tremendously.  The ability to get anywhere in the world in a relatively 

short time is now available.  But what hasn't changed - Bernoulli's Principle.  No matter how fast we fly, how strong the 

materials used in aircraft construction are, or how often we use flight to get to a destination, the principle is the same.  

The laws of physics are constant, it is just the way we use and apply those laws that may be different. 

As we had the opportunity in March to celebrate the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord, it is like Bernoulli's 

Principle.  The result of what Jesus did, does and will do for us will never change, but the way in which we seek to share 

that message and teach students in the light of the Gospel is constantly changing.  In Luke 24 it states, "Then he said to 

them, 'These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.  Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 

third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem.'"  As we continue to share the message of our Savior and teach our students in the 

best possible way, it is good to know that God's love and saving grace will always be the same, but what we do with it 

and how we share it is always dynamic.  Please pray for our school that we may take that unchangeable message to 

more and more students and their families as we nurture, train and educate our children at St. Paul's Lutheran School. 

An update on school happenings: 

- Mr. Woller, our 7th grade teacher, is still on leave.  His health is improving and he is getting stronger each and 
every day.  Please keep him in your prayers that his recovery continues to go well, and he is able to come back to 
school soon. 
 

- In Mr. Woller's absence, we are blessed to have two experienced teachers cover in his absence.  We are very 
thankful to Jan Schmidt and Sarah Anderson as they team teach for Mr. Woller. 
 

- As some of you may know, Mrs. Pat Graf and Mrs. Shannon Krueger will not be back at St. Paul's next year.  We 
are truly thankful for their many years of service and pray God's continued blessings on them as they serve Him in 
other places and other ways. 
 

- Fine Arts will be here soon.  You are all invited to attend this incredible event.  The date is Friday, May 6th.  
Continue to watch church and school publications for more information as the date approaches.  I hope you are 
able to come and see the wonderful talents of our students being used to glorify God. 
 

- The 55th annual Boys' Basketball Tournament was a great success.  We thank Mr. Jack 
Burkee and all of his volunteers for putting together another great tournament.  The new 
scoreboards and new bleachers worked out great.  Thanks to all those who donated to help 
purchase these two new great additions to our facility. 
 

- This past month, the school has received a number of donations from multiple donors.  I want to thank you for 
continuing to keep St. Paul's Lutheran School in your prayers and for helping support our mission.  Please 
remember, if you are a Thrivent Choice Dollars member, you can designate your funds to St. Paul's Lutheran 
School and St. Paul's Lutheran Preschool.  This is another great way to help support the work of our school. 

Thank you all for your continued support of our students, families, faculty and staff at St. Paul's Lutheran School.  Please 

keep praying for us as we seek to do the work of the Lord for the good of His people. 

Yours in Christ, Rick Schneider, Principal 
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St. Paul’s Youth 

 
Jr. Youth Happy Easter !! 

 

High School Youth  

Carnival & Trivia Night – April 2 

This is our last BIG fundraiser for the National Youth Gathering.  All of our high school youth 

are encouraged to help out, but we are expecting that those attending the NYG will be 

there to run a booth at the carnival or help with food or trivia night.  Parents, we are 

hoping you were able to get a trivia night team together.  We will also be setting up Saturday 

morning, April 2, starting around 9am; your help would be appreciated at that time as well. 

 

NYG Youth and Sponsors Luncheon – April 24 @ noon 

Several adults and/or couples have simply given a donation to sponsor our youth 

headed to the National Youth Gathering.  On April 24, we are going to pair up youth 

with sponsors at a luncheon so they can get to know each other, plan to pray 

for each other, and have a time of fellowship around God’s good gift of food.  

This luncheon will take place at noon in the fellowship hall.   

 

Youth Lock-in – April 29-30 

This is our second and final lock-in for the school year.  It will begin at 8pm in the Gymnasium.  

We hope all our youth attending NYG will be there along with other youth and friends; we want 

NYG counselors to attend as well!  We are hoping for 20-30 youth and several adults to 

participate!!  We will have some devotional times centered around the themes of the NYG.  We 

will play some games, watch a movie, and also get a little sleep if you so choose (bring a sleeping 

bag if you want to sleep!)  If youth are driving yourselves, you might park at the ECC so you 

don’t have to call and get permission to park on the street.  Lock-in ends at 7am on Saturday, 

April 30. 
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DINING YOUTH FUNDRAISER AT QUAKER STEAK AND LUBE  
Monday April 18th 
Youth will receive 20% of food sales for those that bring in a flyer for their meal. 
Enjoy a night out and help support St. Paul’s Youth attending NYG. 
Flyers are found in your mailbox, in the church office or at the Grant St. Desk. 
  
PERKINS 3 MONTH FUNDRAISER! 
Looking for a place to dine out?  Enjoy a meal at Perkins and help support the St. Paul’s youth 

attending National Youth Gathering! 
Perkins will give money back to our youth for meals eaten there from March 
through early June!!!     MUST HAVE A FLYER WHEN YOU GO THERE! 
Flyers containing 4 coupons can be found in your mailbox, at the church office or 
at the Grant St. desk.   

_____________________________________________ 

Red Knight Football is looking for youth football players for the fall of 2016 entering 3rd – 8th grade. 

Mark your calendar for April 9, 2016. Come to Milwaukee Lutheran High School 9700 W. Grantosa 

Avenue from 9:00 – 11:00am in the front of the building of go to their website for more information. 

www.redknightyouthfootball.com. 

 

Friends of Concordia Fireside Theater Trip: May 5, 2016 to enjoy the Broadway musical Sister 
Act. Reservation and pick up locations are available by calling Sandy Vick at 262-243-4333. 

Make reservations early, seats are going fast! 
 

 

10 

 

Concordia Bible Institute, a servant institute of 
Concordia University Wisconsin, is pleased to 
share with you the following seminar: 

April 23, 2016 - special one day seminar with 
Dr. Robert Gagnon, Associate Professor of New 
Testament at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 
who will be presenting on “The Bible and 
Homosexual Practice.”  

Please see the flyer in the South Narthex 
Stairwell for all the details.  

 

http://www.redknightyouthfootball.com/


Thank  You to everyone who supplied the beautiful 

Easter Flowers this year! 

 

 

 
Home again! It’s hard to believe that after all our meetings and preparations, Groundwork Guatemala 
v.2016 is complete. We had an incredible week of fellowship with the Guatemalan missionaries, the 
Guatemalan people in their homes and villages, and with our teammates. We thank and praise God 
for the opportunity we were given. 

Each of us experienced a huge mix of emotions, and it will take some time to sort everything out in 
our hearts and our minds. Once again, we were all humbled by the deep faith of the Guatemalans, 
despite the hardships of their personal circumstances. The Holy Spirit worked in us in ways we might 
not have imagined as we witnessed and encouraged them. Clearly, there is no language barrier when 
you are sharing the love of Jesus Christ! 

Our sincere thanks to all of you at St. Paul’s for your constant encouragement, generous financial 
support, and donations. Most of all, thank you for prayers--no surprise, but God answered them with 
safe travel and a successful mission. 
You can still view our daily updates on our website www.splcwa.org. 

¡Dios le bendiga! God bless you! 

 
  

 
                                                               
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LWML SPRING RALLY 

Saturday April 23, 2016 

Time: 9:00am- Breakfast is served 

Where: Blessed Savior Lutheran Church 15250 W. Cleveland Avenue New Berlin, WI 

Speaker: Rev. Russell Hurst – Chaplain – Vitas Health Care 

Ingathering: Making Memory Boxes (poly-fil premium fiberfill-any size; dark colored flat 

buttons; black, blue, brown felt squares; Ziploc sandwich bags, fabric glue, fusible interfacing, 

ribbon bolts of assorted colors & prints 1/2'” – 1.5” widths)   
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