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From your Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
God’s grace and peace are yours in Jesus, through His cross and the glory of His empty Tomb. Easter!
Resurrection! Forgiveness! Freedom! New Life now! Life after death! The hope of glory! That’s
what Easter is all about. That’s what Christians believe . . . and it fills them with hope and joy!
Hopelessness! Despair! Conflict! Evil! Sin and death! That’s what fills our world. Sometimes we
want to stick our head in the sand and act like it is not there, but it surrounds us every day. Actually,
it’s hard to ignore when we see earthquakes, raging fires, natural disasters, murder on the streets,
and horrible accidents. It’s hard to ignore, when you turn on CNN and hear of ISIS and wonder if
another terror attack will take place. Even in our family relationships we see the effects of sin and
death in our lives.
What’s the answer to all this?? Easter! Resurrection! Forgiveness! Freedom! New Life now, as we
live in the grace of God and share it with others. New Life now, as we live in hope and share the hope
we have with others. Life after death – in a new heaven and a new earth, recreated by Almighty God
Himself, described by the apostle Peter as the home of righteousness (2 Peter 3).
Our world is in a world of hurt. Mankind scrambles to try to fix what is broken . . . but he can’t fix it.
He can’t even keep himself alive (Psalm 22:29). We can’t fix it, but we can face the truth of the
troubles all around us!
How do we face such a troubled world? Through faith in Jesus Christ!! We remember His words
daily, moment by moment, even as we watch the news, even as a loved one is hospitalized, even as
we face cancer. We remember His words: “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” The word
translated “trouble” actually means “tribulation,” a word that describes pressure, oppression,
affliction, distress and the like. Yes, Jesus described with that one word the world in which we live.
Jesus said, “But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
Jesus has overcome this world through His sacrificial suffering on the cross to pay for our sins and His
empty tomb which brings us the hope of glory. That’s why we come to church. That’s why we
celebrate with great joy on Easter. For by His grace, through faith in His promises, we overcome this
world through Him. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!!!
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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“Life Under the Cross”
A Lenten Sermon Series – 2017
Lent 5 Midweek – April 5, 2017:

“Life Under the Cross: A Life of Giving”

Maundy Thursday April 13th

10:00am & 6:00pm

Good Friday April 14th

1:00 & 6:00pm

Easter Vigil April 15th

5:00pm

th

Easter Celebration April 16

7:00, 9:00 and 11:00am

_____________________________________________________________________________
Our final Lenten Dinner will be served on
Wednesday April 5th at 4:45pm in the Fellowship Hall.
_______________________________________________
April 5 - AuGratin Potatoes with ham, green beans, fruit cup,
chocolate cake

Thank you to Shelly Mueller for preparing & organizing
the Lenten Dinners !

___________________________________________________________________
OUTSIDE CROSS: Last year the stone cross atop the east gable of the sanctuary
had to be removed due to large cracks at the base. The
replacement of that cross has been added to our list of
suggested gifts and memorials. We have received two quotes
and designs that are very similar – an interior-illuminated white
Plexiglas or Lexan cross, similar in size to the stone cross we
removed. With required electrical work, the project would cost about $ 9,000. A
“cross fund” has been established, and should you wish to donate or designate a
memorial to that fund, please specify “cross fund” on your gift. Thank you!
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Save the Date
Farewell & Anniversary Celebration
April 30th 2017 – 12.00 p.m. – Lunch provided
Music by the Martin Luther Jazz Band
Come celebrate special staff anniversaries,
wedding anniversaries and retirements.

We are in the process of updating our email addresses and cell phone numbers
for all our members. Please fill out one of the forms on the clipboards in the
narthex & elevator room with your current information. Thanks for the help!

Please continue to keep
Pastor Stanton in your prayers
as he recuperates at home.

Renewed in Christ
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Hope • Strength • Soar

Sunday Morning Bible Class

Bible Classes

9:15am in the Fellowship Hall - Adult Bible Class
We continue our video study entitled: “Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis.” This is a wonderful study
that takes a closer look at God’s creation. This helps equip us to speak of Him as our Creator and the
One who created all things as we stand firm against the false teaching of evolution. Here are the
topics for April:
April 2 – Episode 6: “How Old is the Earth?”
April 9 – Episode 7: “Dinosaurs!”
April 16 – No Class – Easter! Christ is Risen!!
April 23 – Episode 8: “The Ice Age”
April 30 – Episode 9: “The Rise of Civilization”
Come and join your brothers and sisters in Christ as we study God’s Word together and apply the
truth of Scripture to the world all around us! You will be blessed!!
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth . . . ." That is the way the sacred Scriptures
begin. The holy history continues showing the relationship of man to God as his Creator and
Savior. This holy history continues in our generation; however, God as the all-powerful being who
created everything and is the source of all good things has been under attack. Unlocking the
Mysteries of Genesis is a Bible study that will strengthen your faith and strengthen your witness that
our God is the God of all creation.
Leader: Pastor Bender

Monday Morning Bible Class
Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings at 11:30 in the
Instructional Room “Portals of Prayer”
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Thursday Morning Bible Study
The apostle John, in his three open letters to the Christian
church – what we call 1,2,and 3 John – teaches us about faith
in Jesus and about living out the faith. We learn from “the
last living eye-witness of Christ” who writes to us after
teaching and preaching about Jesus for perhaps 40-50 years,
speaking in simple ways about light vs. darkness, truth vs.
falsehood, and Christ vs. the devil. Come fellowship with us
as we all sit at the feet of the apostle to be strengthened in
our faith and walk with Jesus! Thursdays, 10:00 – 11:30am in
the Fellowship Hall.
Leader Pastor Prince
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Men’s Bible Breakfast
We continue our study of the Book of
Daniel. During the month of April,
Pastor Tim Prince will be finishing up
Daniel, chapter 8 and leading us through
Daniel, chapter 9. We meet the second
and fourth Saturdays, April 8 & 22. If
time permits, Pastor Bender will begin
the study of chapter 10 on April 22.
We meet at 7:00am in the fellowship
hall and enjoy a breakfast prepared by
one of our brothers in Christ. We pray
and then study God’s Word. It is a
wonderful way to begin your Saturday,
and we are usually out the door by
about 8:30am or so. All men are
welcome! If you want to join us, enter
through the 79th street doors.

Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday April 12th at 11:00 at Red Lobster.
Please call Judy Hurst at 543-5839 if you won’t be able to attend.

Women’s Book Club “The Spymistress” by Jennifer Chiaverini. April 10 at 6:30pm.
Elizabeth Ministry Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to
join our group please contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Quilters April 3 & 17 at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. New quilters always welcome to join this group!
Ladies Guild Thank you to everyone for your generous donations of hats, scarves, mittens & socks. Many people
benefitted from your kindness!
_____________________________________________________
ATTENTION
Did you know that all women over 18 are
automatically members of the Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League, LWML?
The LWML supports missions by collecting MITES.
These mites are coins collected during the first
weekend of the month in the box located in the
narthex. This money will be used to support missions
selected in Albuquerque, New Mexico at the LWML
Convention in June.
The LWML Spring Rally will be April 8th at Divine
Shepherd Lutheran Church at 9741 W. Beloit Road at
9:00am. Breakfast will be served. There will be a
Bible study and an opportunity to meet ladies from
other churches.
The speaker Dave Enters and his dog Zoey will talk
about the Comfort Dog Ministry.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

St Paul’s Youth Auction
Saturday April 1st
6:00pm
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Try Something NEW to G-R-O-W!
“We CAN’T do THAT! It’s NEW!!”
“We’ve NEVER done it that way before!”
“Change? WHY?”
“Why can’t we just do it the old way? I don’t like this new thing!”

Have you ever said things like this before? I know I have! When things are not as familiar or unusual to us, we
squirm. We feel like we aren’t in complete control anymore. We like what is comfortable, and don’t want to
make an adjustment. Maybe you feel this way about how things are at your workplace. Maybe you recently
moved and feel this way about your new location. Maybe you feel this way about the worship service here at
St. Paul’s.
Hymns of the month have been added to our worship since August. These hymns may, in most cases, be new
to you. They are added to give everyone an opportunity to grow in faith. The first weekend of a new hymn you
may feel uncomfortable with the tune and words. Here are some thoughts, if this has been challenging for you,
to help you as you learn and grow through these faith-filled songs.
1. Weekend 1 - Listen to the hymn and follow along with the words. When you feel comfortable, work on
humming or singing along with the tune.
2. Weekend 2 - Review the hymn and listen during the first stanza. Then try singing along with the next
stanzas.
3. Weekend 3 - Join in with the tune where you feel comfortable.
4. Weekend 4 - We pray that the new song has become more familiar and you feel comfortable joining in
praising the Lord.
Sometimes you may find a particular hymn more challenging. OR it may be that you are finding it more difficult
to follow. It is true that some hymns are more singable than others. Take this time to meditate on the words the
hymn writer wrote and let the others around you sing.
Take a chance to grow in the Lord! Try something new with us!
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Sharing God’s Bounty
April
Whom Are You Looking At?
The disciples were thrilled. They had their Lord back in their presence once again. Since his Resurrection,
he had appeared to them and others several times. They were still a little confused, though, when he talked
about “waiting for the gift his Father promised” (Acts 1:5), and, then, “He was taken up before their very eyes,
and a cloud hid him from their sight” (Acts 1:9).
You can imagine their bewilderment. He had died and been buried and then had risen from the dead! He had
walked among them and taught them again, and now . . . He is taken up into the clouds. No wonder they stood
there – probably with mouths agape – looking into the sky where they had last seen him.
It took “two men dressed in white” (Acts 1:10) to bring them back to their senses. “ ‘Men of Galilee,’ ” they
said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into Heaven,
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into Heaven’ ” (Acts 1:11).
Back they went to Jerusalem. Their eyes were no longer on the clouds, but they were still looking at Jesus.
They waited. They prayed. They chose another disciple. And they waited some more – all the while looking at
Jesus.
Whom are you looking at? Yes, Jesus has ascended. We can only imagine
his joyful, triumphant return as all the hosts of Heaven welcomed back the
risen, victorious Savior. Because he is that Savior, because he is the Author and
perfecter of our faith, “let us fix our eyes on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). Through his
Word and Sacraments, he will lead us in his ways; he will teach us obedience
and self-sacrifice; he will teach us love for our neighbors. With joyful and
generous hearts, we celebrate the new life that Easter brings us by sharing the
message of the Cross and the Empty Tomb with all who will listen. Keep
looking at Jesus until in Heaven you see him face to face!
Stewardship is not about large giving, but gifts in small ways. A child’s gift, although small, gives glory to
the Lord in many ways. Stewardship does not have to be in monetary ways. A gift of time to an elderly
shut-in serves the Lord, too, A gift of a loaf of bread to a homeless family could mean the difference
between going to bed hungry or going to bed satisfied.

LWML Mite Box Collection
April 1 & 2
In the Narthex
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_____________________________________________________________________________

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer.
The Easter season is such a great time of the year to be in a Lutheran School. The
message of Jesus being victorious over sin, death and the power of the devil is so
awesome to share. It is such a blessing to talk about this with the children, and see that
the faith created in them by the Holy Spirit creates the true belief that Jesus is their
Savior. The students don’t just know, but believe that the victory was and is for each
and every one of them. These experiences really drive home the reason why children
attend Lutheran schools and why Lutheran schools exist. Taken along with the joyous
Christmas story we remember in December, the life of Christ comes
full circle, and the children hear and learn about all of the things their
God did, does and will continue to do for them. What a joy it is to be
around tremendous children every day of the week sharing the best
message that could ever be told. Lutheran Schools really are a great
place to learn and grow in knowledge, faith, understanding and
wisdom. At Easter time, so many other people are into the eggs, candy, bunnies and
baskets (which is a lot of fun to do too), but to be able to focus and teach about the true
meaning of what Easter is all about is a special gift that each of us at St. Paul's Lutheran
School don’t take for granted; we take it very seriously. If you or someone you know is
looking for this type of educational experience, please have him/her contact me to find
out more about St. Paul's Lutheran School.
As we move through the fourth quarter and prepare for the end the year in a positive
and strong way, please continue to keep us in your prayers as we seek to meet the
challenges of every day in the light of God’s love and in the presence of His Spirit.
Lutheran schools are great places, and we thank you for your continual support in this
vital ministry of our congregation. Happy Easter!
Rick Schneider, Principal
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St. Paul’s Youth

Sr. Youth Bible Study

Sr. High School Youth

We met every Sunday morning at
9:15am in the Instructional Room.

Youth Dinner & Auction – April 1
Set-up: Please arrive between 9-10am; we hope to have the
Gym all set up by noon or so!
Dinner & Auction: Please arrive no later than 5:30pm!

Open to ALL high schoolers!
Instructors: Katie & Matt Meinzen

Youth Serve at Hope Lutheran – April 8
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30am and should return to church by about 11:30am.
Bless the ministry of Hope, be blessed by serving, and get some service hours if you need them!

Jr. High Youth
A special thank you to all the youth who so energetically participated in serving the Lent dinner
in March! Our next gathering will be April 30th. We will be meeting at Ryann Gutknecht’s home
for a snack and movie night. Details forthcoming! Blessings and have a Happy Easter! Shelly

Join Friends of Concordia &
travel to the Fireside Theater in
Fort Atkinson on April 29, 2017
to see “South Pacific”.
Reservation information
regarding cost, pick up locations
and times are available by
calling Sandy Vick at Concordia
University at 262-243-4333.

Camp LuWiSoMo News
There’s still time to register for Spring Work Weekend – April 28-30
Work weekends are some of the most important weekends of the year for LuWiSoMo. Many volunteers are
needed to help with a wide variety of projects to help prepare LuWiSoMo for the busy summer season. Youth
groups are highly encouraged to join us, as they are a great help in moving and stacking firewood. Volunteers
are welcome to come for the day of the weekend. Free lodging and meals are provided for all volunteers. Visit
luwisomo.org/work-weekends for more information or to register.
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Divine Connections Happenings:
St. Paul’s Divine Connections, our Outreach Ministry, will be holding the annual
“Community Clothing Giveaway” on Sat. April 29 2017
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School West Allis- ECC
7835 W. Grant Street.
The goal of this clothing drive is to minister to those in need by providing gently used clothing.
We are looking for help and support in the following areas:
1. Volunteer to work taking in clothing at designated time and at the ECC-see below for drop off
times.
2. Volunteer to help sort the clothing on Saturday April 15, 2017 and April 22 beginning at 9:00 am
ending at noon at the ECC. Anytime that you can give will be appreciated
3. Volunteer to help move tables from the main school to the ECC. Friday April 28,2017
4. Volunteer to set up for the clothing drive on Friday April 28, 2017 any time after 3:00 at the ECC.
5. Volunteer to work at the event, helping attendees and help to serve food on April 29 h, 2017 any
time during 10:30 to 4:00.
6. Donate clothing.
Volunteer sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex.
If you would like to donate clothing the following drop off dates and times are as follows:
Drop off location- St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center- 7835 W. Grant Street
In addition to the dates below, clothing can also be placed in the bin located between the doors at the ECC.
Saturday – April 1 - after the 5:00 church service
Sunday – April 2 - after 10:30 church service
Wednesday – April 5 - 3:00 (after school)
Saturday - April 8 - after the 5:00 church service
Sunday - April 9 - after 10:30 church service
Wednesday - April 12- 3:00 (after school)
Saturday - April 15 – 9:00-noon and after the 5:00 church service
Sunday – April 16 - after 10:30 church service
Wednesday- April 19- (after school)
Saturday- April 22 –9:00-noon and after the 5:00 church service
Sunday- April 23- after the 10:30 church service

Have you ever wanted to participate in a group
at church, meet new friends, have fellowship
with old friends however don’t have time for
meeting? Then how about signing up for a
“when we need help list’’? The Divine
Connections is looking for someone just like you!
Just call, email or speak with someone in our
group and let them know you want to be on our
list. When we call you , if you can help GREAT, if
not that is ok too. You can reach out to Bonnie
Kroner by phone or email 414-331-0910 or
Tynmicsmom@aol.com. Or you can let Terri
Strysick, Crystal Barry, Lenore VanSanten, Janet
Johnson or Sherry Niemer know too.

PAPER GROCERY BAGS NEEDED!!!
If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Kroner 414-331-0910 or Terri Strysick 414-545-1308
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Well, only to 2 months to go before we leave for Guatemala. Many
preparations have been completed: paperwork done, reservations
made, and fundraising nearly complete.
Most of our meeting time is now being spent working on the real
“nuts and bolts” of what we will do once we get to Guatemala. Our
lesson outlines have been approved, and now we try to make the
message of Paul teaching in Athens (Acts 17) interesting and
meaningful to the Guatemalans. Some of us are leading a travel tour
to Athens, some are developing a quiz show featuring Greek and
Mayan gods/idols. All of the teaching groups (little kids, teens, and
adults) will attempt to point out the allure and failings of modern idols, such as technology,
sports, greed, etc. We’re also making illustrations for our lessons and learning some Spanish
songs for the daily praise worship.
Our very sincere thanks for your support of our fundraisers, including restaurant nights and
our recent sales of Guatemalan coffee and the wooden boxes and crosses from Only A Child
mission (George, the man who runs Only A Child, received our order with the comment “We’d
better get to work!”).
We also thank you for the in-kind donations of both school and health/hygiene supplies that
we will bring to Guatemala. BUT...we still need these items. Check the baskets in the narthex
and near the elevator for lists of needed supplies, especially health items. (Note: Many of the
health items can be purchased inexpensively at the dollar stores). We’ll be collecting until the
end of May.
Once again, we ask for your prayers for the success of our mission.

Easter
Paging through a catalog,
Came across a printed
Tee shirt, with an Easter message.
It’s not about the bunny
It’s about the Lamb
The Lamb of God, who was slain,
But He is risen, has risen indeed.
Alleluia!
Elaine Lemke
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Notes from St. Paul’s Church Council
March 2017 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council notes
1. Council passed the following resolution presented by Ralph Conrad from the Planning Committee:
Whereas St. Paul’s existing Mail Room presents a run-down and cluttered appearance and a negative
impression to members and visitors, and
Whereas the remodeling of the Mail Room is included in the physical improvements designated as part
of the Renewed in Christ program, and
Whereas the Mail Room remodeling project proposed by the Planning Committee includes removal of
the existing asbestos floor tile, installation of new vinyl floor tile, replacement of the existing lighting,
installation of a screen wall to hide the spare “pew” seats now stored there, relocation of mailboxes to
the new wall, and repainting of walls and ceiling, and
Whereas the asbestos floor tile in the adjacent Quilter Room and nearby Building and Grounds Office
also needs replacement and it is advantageous to do this at the same time, and
Whereas the Planning Committee has obtained and evaluated quotes for the above, therefore be it
Resolved that the following contractors be hired to perform the above work:






for asbestos tile removal: Midwest Environmental LLC, Milw. WI at $3,600.00,
for installation of new vinyl tile: Commercial Flooring Inc., South Milwaukee, WI at $3,554.00,
for installation of a new screen wall, relocation of mailboxes and painting: Clark & Sons Handyman and
Painting Service at $ 2,960.00, and
For installation of new lighting: Lorbeck Electric LLC, Oconomowoc, WI at $1,205.00, for a total cost not to
exceed $12,451.00 including a contingency of 10%, and be it further

Resolved that the funds for the above be obtained from Renewed in Christ donations.
2. The Board of Christian Education continues to work on policies, which were discussed with Council
3. Council continued discussions regarding the 201720018; in anticipation of completion for the May/June
Voter’s meeting (date pending).
4. Council is seeking candidates to nominate to serve on the
various boards within the congregation. Help is needed,
please prayerfully consider serving. If interested, please
contact the Church Office.
_________________________________________
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