SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
We Are Witnesses
April 22 & 23, 2017

For today among His own Christ appeared, bestowing
His deep peace, which evermore Passes human knowing.
Neither could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark portal
Nor the watchers nor the seal Hold Him as a mortal.

5:00pm & 8:00am
AS WE GATHER
Today’s Readings from Scripture call us to witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We
hear in the Holy Gospel how our Lord sends out the disciples, and the Epistle tells how we
are expected to be faithful witnesses, though distressed by various trials. The example of
the disciples, as they taught and preached in spite of opposition from the Jewish Council, is
a challenge to us in our day. Luther took up the challenge five hundred years ago; now it is
our turn to “obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).

WELCOME
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #487 “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel Into joy from sadness,
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters,
Led them with un-moistened foot Through the Red Sea waters.
‘Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst His prison
And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has risen;
All the winter of our sins, Long and dark, is flying
From His light, to whom is giv’n Laud and praise undying.
Now the queen of seasons, bright With the day of splendor,
With the royal feast of feasts Comes its joy to render;
Comes to gladden faithful hearts Which with true affection
Welcome in unwearied strain Jesus’ resurrection!
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Alleluia! Now we cry To our King immortal,
Who, triumphant, burst the bars Of the tomb’s dark portal.
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel Into joy from sadness!
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His pierced side. Alleluia!
We by faith our Lord have seen. He has conquered death and sin.
We are witnesses this day And proclaim to all the Way. Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia!
Text: (Sts. 1, 3): Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt., Public domain; (St. 2): James Pierce, copyright © 2016
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission CCLI License #1443048.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, on Easter evening your Son sent His disciples
out with the resurrection news of repentance and forgiveness of sins.
People: Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit that we may be witnesses to His
resurrection within our society and among our family and friends;
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
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 WORD 
FIRST READING Acts 5:29–42 (The apostles preach boldly in the face of opposition.)
Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! The God of
our fathers raised Jesus from the dead-- whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.
God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance
and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." When they heard this, they were
furious and wanted to put them to death. But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of
the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that
the men be put outside for a little while. Then he addressed them: "Men of Israel,
consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. Some time ago Theudas appeared,
claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his
followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. After him, Judas the Galilean
appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed,
and all his followers were scattered. Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave
these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.
But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves
fighting against God." His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had
them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of
suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to
house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the
Christ.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3–9 (Rejoice in your faith as it is tested.)
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you, who
through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to
be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith-- of
greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-- may be proved
genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving
the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

5:00 ANTHEM
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(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31 (Thomas needed to see Jesus to believe.) On the evening
of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After
he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they
saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am
sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not
forgiven." Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said
to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were,
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." A week later his disciples were in the
house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and
believe." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Then Jesus told him, "Because you
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed." Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which
are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Pastor: Christ is risen!
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #489
Refrain:

“Hail Thee, Festival Day”

Stanzas 1,3,5

Hail thee, festival day! Blest day to be hallowed forever;
Day when our Lord was raised, Breaking the kingdom of death.

All the fair beauty of earth From the death of the winter arising!
Ev’ry good gift of the year Now with its master returns: Refrain
God the Almighty, the Lord, The ruler of earth and the heavens,
Guard us from harm without; Cleanse us from evil within: Refrain
Spirit of life and of pow’r, Now flow in us, fount of our being,
Light that enlightens us all, Life that in all may abide: Refrain

“My Savior”
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SERMON

“Living Hope and Everlasting Inheritance”

1 Peter 1:3-9

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (Found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us shed our doubts and come joyfully before the Lord in prayer,
confident that He will hear and answer us according to His promise. Lord
God, like Thomas at times we wrestle with faith amid doubts and fears.
People: Grant us your Holy Spirit so that believing, we may see, and, seeing, we
may rejoice in your Son and in the power of His resurrection.
Pastor: Lord God, you know the hearts of your people and those who have
wandered into error or have fallen away from the faith. Rekindle faith
within them.
People: Restore them to the fold, that their voices may be one with us in prayer
and praise again.
Pastor: Lord God, we rejoice that you extend the Kingdom of your Son through
the waters of Holy Baptism. We give you thanks that this weekend
Braxton Alan Covert is added to your holy people through being baptized
into Christ.
People: Bless Braxton and all your people to grow in the grace and knowledge of
Christ all their days.
Pastor: Lord God, the threats against us are great, but you are greater still. Deliver
us from conflict, war and oppression.
People: Provide for us good, wise and honorable leaders who will serve the
causes of justice and freedom for all.
Pastor: Lord God, without your guidance, we are lost. Give to your Church faithful
pastors who will preach faithfully at all times.
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People: Bless missionaries throughout the world, especially our together in
mission partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family, that your Word may
bring Light to those still in the darkness of sin and death.
Pastor: Lord God, we rejoice that you prepare men, young and old, to be pastors
and evangelists, sharing the Gospel of Christ and building up the faith of
your holy people. Bless and be with all seminary students who receive
their first call into the ministry, especially Brad Akey, a son of our
congregation.
People: Give them courage and boldness as they go out into the world as your
servants. Give them joy in their calling and peace to know that you will
always be with them.
Pastor: Lord God, we live in community with our neighbors. Make us good
citizens, and give to us good government in our cities and towns.
People: Open our hearts to the stranger, and help us serve our neighbors in love
as Christ has served us.
Pastor: Lord God, we give you thanks and praise for instituting marriage and we
rejoice with Mike and Sandy as they celebrate 45 years together as well as
Richard and Nancy on the occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary.
People: Grant us all to honor your institution of marriage and bless all couples to
live together in love and peace.
Pastor: Lord God, the trials and troubles of this mortal life weigh heavy upon us.
Give to the sick and those who suffer the consolation of your grace and
healing according to your will, especially for Barb, Sharon, Edith, Judy, Pat,
Herb, Ethan, Pastor Stanton, Cliff, Doris, Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae,
Dorothy, John, Arlene, Roemelle, LuEva, Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen,
Leonard, Linda, Gladys, Jack, Shirley and Sarah.
People: Give them peace in the midst of trials, and grant them to have courage,
confidence and faith in every circumstance.
Pastor: Lord God, you are the comfort of all who grieve. Bless and be with the
family and friends of Jim Judkins, whom you called home to glory.
People: Enfold his loved ones in your loving arms and give them hope and peace
through faith in Christ.
Pastor: Lord God, the things of this world too often distract us from the one great
treasure of Christ, who died that we might live and who lives that we
might never die.
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People: Guide us in the use of earthly things, that we may ever be grateful for
your gifts and use them wisely for your purpose and glory.
Pastor: Lord God, even as we remember the Passover in this Holy Supper, we
anticipate the heavenly and eternal meal to come, rejoicing to know that
the grand Day of resurrection is still to come.
People: Bless us to look forward to the life of the world to come, when all your
children will be together at the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
Kingdom without end.
Pastor: Lord God, we have learned to trust in your mercy and to abide in faith
amid all circumstances. Even now, we pray without fear that your will be
done for us, among us and through us, and that in all things we may learn
to be content in your grace and favor; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
People: But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
Pastor: As we have heard God’s Word and are about to receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us confess
our sins, confident of His grace, mercy, and forgiveness. Gracious Lord, we
give thanks that you have given us faith by which we are able to witness to
your Easter victory.
People: We confess that too often we have remained silent when confronted
with the possibility of physical harm, social shunning, and even unkind
remarks from our neighbors. Forgive us and strengthen us for witness.
Pastor: Likewise we give thanks for the joy and hope your resurrection provides.
People: We confess that too often in our daily living we have let the conflict,
turmoil, and immorality of the world cloud that joy with sorrow and
gloom. Forgive us and strengthen us for witness.
Pastor: And we give thanks for the fellowship of believers we enjoy here in this
place and wherever we gather around your Word.
People: We confess that we have not always demonstrated the peace and
forgiveness you brought to the disciples on Easter evening. Forgive us
and strengthen us for witness.
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Pastor: Almighty God has given His Son to die for you and by raising Him to life
again has declared that the payment for your sins has been accepted. He
has given you His Holy Spirit that you may trust Him for all things and serve
Him in joy. As a called and ordained servant of the our Lord Jesus Christ, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
+ SACRAMENT +
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS
congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please see
the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #631 “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things
unseen; Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, And all my weariness upon
Thee lean.
Here would I feed upon the bread of God, Here drink with Thee the royal wine of
heav’n; Here would I lay aside each earthly load, Here taste afresh the calm of sin
forgiv’n.
This is the hour of banquet and of song; This is the heav’nly table spread for me;
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong The brief bright hour of fellowship with
Thee.
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I have no help but Thine; nor do I need Another arm but Thine to lean upon. It is
enough, my Lord, enough indeed; My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.
Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; Mine is the guilt, but Thine the
cleansing blood; Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: The blood, Thy
righteousness, O Lord, my God.
Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; The feast, though not the love, is past and
gone; The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; Nearer than ever; still my
shield and sun.
Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, Yet, passing, points to that glad feast
above, Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great marriage feast of
bliss and love.
HYMN #467 “Awake, My Heart, With Gladness”
Awake, my heart, with gladness, See what today is done;
Now, after gloom and sadness, Comes forth the glorious sun.
My Savior there was laid Where our bed must be made
Then to the realms of light Our spirit wings its flight.
The foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb;
But lo, he now is routed, His boast is turned to gloom.
For Christ again is free; In glorious victory
He who is strong to save Has triumphed o’er the grave.
This is a sight that gladdens What peace it doth impart!
Now nothing ever saddens The joy within my heart.
No gloom shall ever shake, No foe shall ever take
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won.
Now hell, its prince, the devil, Of all their pow’r are shorn;
Now I am safe from evil, And sin I laugh to scorn.
Grim death with all its might Cannot my soul affright;
It is a pow’r-less form, How-e’er it rave and storm.
The world against me rages, Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages, Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free, No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play, And night is bright as day.
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Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never, Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain; He brakes through sin and pain;
He shatters hell’s grim thrall; I follow Him through all.
He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold:
“Who there My cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died Shall here be glorified.”
HYMN #617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
O Lord we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish: O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy!
Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast there-of remind us! O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mercy!
May God bestow on us His grace and favor That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion! O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy!
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, you have given yourself to us in this Holy
Sacrament. Keep us in faith and favor that we may live in you even as you
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live in us. Preserve us as your faithful witnesses now and into eternity, for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you
peace.
People: Amen.
DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve our risen Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
CLOSING HYMN #480
“He’s Risen, He’s Risen”
He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;
He opened death’s prison, the incarnate, true Word.
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song
And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong.
The foe was triumphant when on Calvary
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree.
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer,
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear.
But short was their triumph; the Savior arose,
And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes.
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high;
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die.
O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.
For all our transgressions His blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.
Then sing your hosannas and rise your glad voice;
Proclaim the blest ridings that all may rejoice.
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain:
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign.
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