
                                      ASH WEDNESDAY 
                              A Gathering of Repentance 
                                          March 6, 2019 
                                     10:00am & 6:00pm 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
AS WE GATHER 
The Bible is a dust-filled book, with references to dust at the 
beginning in Genesis all the way to Revelation, the last book of 
Scripture. In Old Testament times, dust or ashes placed on the 
head was a sign of sorrow and mourning. Dust also has been 
associated with the grave and death. The word of the Lord first 
spoken to Adam echoes in our minds: “You are dust.” Ash 
Wednesday reminds us of our mortality but also reminds us 
that in His great love, God has “dusted us off” through the 
suffering and death of Jesus Christ for our sins—the truth that 
is at the heart of the message of Lent. 

HYMN #436     “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  

Go to dark Gethsemane,  
All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see,  
Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away;  
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

Follow to the judgment hall,  
View the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  
Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss;  
Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb;  
There, adoring at His feet, 
Mark that miracle of time,  
God’s own sacrifice complete. 
“It is finished!” hear Him cry;  
Learn from Jesus Christ to die.  
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Early hasten to the tomb  
Where they laid His breathless clay; 
All is solitude and gloom.  
Who has taken Him away? 
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes.   
Savior, teach us so to rise. 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of  
 the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, 
People: nor discipline me in your wrath. 
Pastor: Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am languishing; 
People: heal me, O LORD, for my bones are troubled. 
Pastor: My soul also is greatly troubled. 
People: But you, O LORD—how long? 
Pastor: Turn, O LORD, deliver my life; 
People: save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 
Pastor: The LORD has heard my plea; 
People: the LORD accepts my prayer.   

 PREPARATION  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: Let us now confess our sins to our heavenly  
 Father, appealing to Him for the sake of His Son,  
 Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
People: Lord, to you I make confession: I have sinned  
 and gone astray, I have multiplied  
 transgression, Chosen for myself my way. Led  
 by you to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at  
 your terrors. Lord, on you I cast my burden.  
 Let me know your gracious pardon, Cleanse  
 me from iniquity. Let your Spirit never leave  
 me; Make me only yours forever.   
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Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord  
 Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the  
 name of the Father and of the  Son and of the  
 Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you  
 despise nothing you have made and forgive the  
 sins of all who are repentant. 
People: Create in us new and contrite hearts that  
 lamenting our sins and acknowledging our  
 wretchedness we may receive from you full  
 pardon and forgiveness; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
 God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 

HYMN #419     “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” 

Savior, when in dust to Thee  
Low we bow the adoring knee; 
When, repentant, to the skies 
Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
O, by all Thy pains and woe  
Suffered once for us below, 
Bending from Thy throne on high, 
Hear our penitential cry! 

By Thy helpless infant years,  
By Thy life of want and tears, 
By Thy days of deep distress 
In the savage wilderness,  
By the dread, mysterious hour 
Of the insulting tempter’s pow’r. 
Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; 
Hear our penitential cry!   
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By Thine hour of dire despair,  
By Thine agony of prayer, 
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies  
O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 
Listen to our humble sigh; 
Hear our penitential cry! 

By Thy deep expiring groan,  
By the sad sepulchral stone, 
By the vault whose dark abode 
Held in vain the rising God, 
O, from earth to heav’n restored,  
Mighty, re-ascended Lord, 
Bending from Thy throne on high. 
Hear our penitential cry! 

                                            WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12–19 (The Lord 
responds to His penitent people.)   “Yet even now,” declares the 
LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and 
he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not turn 
and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and 
a drink offering for the LORD your God? Blow the trumpet in 
Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the 
people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; 
gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom 
leave his room, and the bride her chamber. Between the 
vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 
weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your 
heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should 
they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” Then the 
LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people.  

The LORD answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am 
sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied;  
and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations.   

4 



Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10 (Today is the day of 
salvation.) We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Working 
together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain. For he says, “In a favorable time I listened 
to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now 
is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We 
put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found 
with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend ourselves 
in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 
nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the 
Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and the power of  
God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and 
for the left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and 
praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as 
punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 
everything. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

6:00 ANTHEM  “Before the Throne of God Above” Lloyd Larson 

(Rise) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the  
 sixth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in 
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward 
from your Father who is in heaven. “Thus, when you give to the 
needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But  
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when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. 
For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 
street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go 
into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who 
is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the 
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may 
be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 
face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your 
Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,  
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

SERMON HYMN #610  “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”  

Lord Jesus, think on me And purge away my sin;  
From worldly passions set me free  
And make me pure within. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, By anxious thoughts oppressed;  
Let me Your loving servant be  
And taste Your promised rest. 

Lord Jesus, think on me Amid the battle’s strife;  
In all my pain and misery, O be my health and life! 
 
 
6 continued 



 

Lord Jesus, think on me Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity  
Point out Your chosen way. 

Lord Jesus, think on me That, when this life is past,  
I may the eternal brightness see  
And share Your joy at last. 

SERMON 

(Rise) 
NICENE CREED  
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth and of all things  
 visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus  
 Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten  
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God,  
 Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,  
 not made,  being of one substance with the  
 Father, by whom all things were made;  who  
 for us men and for our salvation came down  
 from heaven  and was incarnate by the Holy  
 Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man;  
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius  
 Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the  
 third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits  
 at the right hand of the Father. And He will  
 come again with glory to judge both the living  
 and the dead, whose kingdom will have no  
 end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord  
 and giver of life, who proceeds from the  
 Father and the Son, who with the Father and  
 the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  
 who spoke by the prophets.  
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 And I believe in one holy Christian and  
 apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism  
 for the remission of sins, and I look for the  
 resurrection of the dead and the life  of the  
 world to come.  Amen. 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our 
attendance book located at the end of the pew. If you are a 
visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are 
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and 
return the book to t he center aisle.  

(Rise) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
Pastor: Friends in Christ, pray with me as Christ our  
 Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear  
 us. God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy  
 on us, your needy children on earth, and grant us  
 grace that your holy name be hallowed by us and  
 all the world through the pure and true teaching  
 of your Word and the fervent love shown forth in  
 our lives. Graciously turn from us all false  
 doctrine and evil living whereby your precious  
 name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in your  
 mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: May your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring  
 all transgressors and those who are blinded and  
 bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus  
 Christ, your Son, by faith that the number of  
 Christians may be increased. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Strengthen us by your Spirit according to your  
 will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both  
 good and evil things, that our own wills may be  
 crucified daily and sacrificed to your good and  
 gracious will. Into your merciful hands we  
 commend Russell, Cliff, Susan, Marlene, Grant,  
 Henry, LuEva, Nancy, Marge, Dolores, Dick, Herb,  
 Cindy, Arlene, Shirley, Russ, Gladys, John, Arlene,  
 Jack, Shirley, Jonathan, Sarah and all who are in  
 need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be  
 done. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed  
 and selfish cares, and help us trust in you to  
 provide for all our needs. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who  
 sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace  
 and may rejoice in a good conscience before you,  
 and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us.  
 Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us  
 by your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from  
 the world and its ways, and to overcome the evil  
 with all his wiles. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all  
 evil of both body and soul, now and forever.  
 Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in your great mercy to hear and  
 answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
9 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
 Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be  
 done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this  
 day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
 against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
 kingdom and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen.          

                                        SACRAMENT  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was  
 betrayed, took bread, and when He had given  
 thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples  
 and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is  
 given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 In the same way also He took the cup after  
 supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave  
 it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup  
 is the new testament in My  blood, which is  
 shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,  
 as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI #434 “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”  

Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us,  
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
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Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us,  
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us,  
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who 
are members of another LCMS congregation may do so; if you 
are coming from another church background, please see the 
pastor or an elder first. 

   HYMN #423   “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 

Jesus, refuge of the weary,  

Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life’s desert dreary,  
Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended,  
Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended,  
You have borne the pain of all. 

Do we pass that cross unheeding,  
Breathing no repentant vow, 
Though we see You wounded, bleeding,  
See Your thorn encircled brow? 
Yet Your sinless death has brought us  
Life eternal, peace, and rest; 
Only what Your grace has taught us  
Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 
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Jesus, may our hearts be burning  
With more fervent love for You; 
May our eyes be ever turning  
To behold Your cross anew 
Till in glory, parted never  
From the blessed Savior’s side, 
Graven in our hearts forever,  
the cross, the Crucified. 

   HYMN #626   “Come, Let Us Eat” 
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,  
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.  
Our Lord’s body let us take together,  
Our Lord’s body let us take together. 

Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,  
Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.  
Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together,  
Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together. 

In His presence now we meet and rest,  
In His presence now we meet and rest.  
In the presence of our Lord we gather,  
In the presence of our Lord we gather. 

Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word.  
Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word.  
Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom.  
Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom. 

 

HYMN #425  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
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Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks, heavenly Father,  
 that you have again refreshed us with the body  
 and blood of your only-begotten Son. As you  
 have called us by your grace, grant that we daily  
 turn and return to you with thanks and praise,  
 through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
 God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
Pastor: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus  
 Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy  
 season of prayerful and penitential reflection.  
 Our attention is especially directed to the holy  
 sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 The season of Lent has been kept as a time of  
 special devotion, self-denial, and humble  
 repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells  
 confidently on His Word and draws from it life  
 and hope. Let us pray that our dear Father in  
 heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in  
 the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless  
 this Lenten season for us so that we may come to 
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 Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in  
 sincerity and truth. 

Those who wish to receive ashes, may come forward. As the 
ashes are imposed on the forehead of each person in the 
sign of the cross, the pastor says,  “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

COLLECT 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, we beg you to grant us  
 true repentance and your Holy Spirit, that the  
 rest of our lives be pure and holy and that at the  
 last we come to your eternal joy; through Jesus  
 Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make  
 His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The  
 Lord look upon you with favor and  give you  
 peace.      
People: Amen. 

                                      Depart in silence 
 
Preacher                                                        Pastor Noah Kegley 
Liturgist                      Pastor Harold Bender 
Lector                          Laurel Privatt 
Acolyte              Olivia Kukor 
Organist                                    Michelle Prince 
Choir Director                                     Nancy Hoelke 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2018 Concordia 
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

                Midweek Lenten Worship 

                         10:00 & 6:00pm 

                   Each Wednesday in Lent 

March 13:  Sabbath Days – Our Need for God’s “Rest” 
      Dinner: Spaghetti 

March 20: Pentecost – The Feast of First Fruits 
      Dinner: Creamy Chicken Wild Rice Soup 

 


