THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
By Faith
August 10-14, 2016
AS WE GATHER
Not everyone who claims to speak on behalf of God Almighty actually does so. There
have been many false prophets over the centuries, and there are many still today who
would fill people with “vain hopes” speaking “visions of their own mind” (Jeremiah
23:16). In contrast, God invites His people to trust what He says is His Holy Word. This is
the faith exemplified in the lives of the saints who have trusted in what God says more
than in what their eyes could see. This simple trust is especially important for us who
follow Jesus; after all, sometimes His works mystify: a sword that brings peace; His Word
that kills and makes alive; and division that results in union (Luke 12:51).

From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end!
God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!

WELCOME

Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal.
Isaiah 26:4
HANDSHAKES & HUGS

 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #578
“Thy Strong Word”
Rise last stanza
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life breathing breath.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives, our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
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INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 119:81, 82, 88
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: My soul longs for your salvation;
People: I hope in your word.
Pastor: My eyes long for your promise;
People: I ask, “When will you comfort me?”
Pastor: In your steadfast love give me life,
People: that I may keep the testimonies of your mouth.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father,
People: We confess to you and before one another that we are sinful by nature
and have turned away from you in our thinking, our speaking, and our
doing, as well as in our failure to think, speak, and act when needed.
To counter the destruction we have worked in our own lives and in the
lives of the people around us, we have turned our itching ears to the
voices of false prophets who offer only cold comfort. Now admitting
the futility of all other helps, we cry to you for real mercy, asking that
your forgiveness for Jesus’ sake be spoken over us.
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Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, God has heard your confession and speaks His
gracious absolution to you through me. Therefore, as a called and
ordained servant of Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE
“This is the Feast”
Page 171
Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
People: (sung)
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength
and honor and blessing and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever.
Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend your Church by the
sacrifice of Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to
receive with thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily
follow in His way; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
9:00 BAPTISM of John Nicholas Fischer
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 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16–29
(Beware of untrustworthy prophets! Instead, pay attention to God’s own Word.) This is
what the LORD Almighty says: "Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to
you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, not from
the mouth of the LORD. They keep saying to those who despise me, 'The LORD says:
You will have peace.' And to all who follow the stubbornness of their hearts they say,
'No harm will come to you.' But which of them has stood in the council of the LORD to
see or to hear his word? Who has listened and heard his word? See, the storm of the
LORD will burst out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down on the heads of the wicked. The
anger of the LORD will not turn back until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his
heart. In days to come you will understand it clearly. I did not send these prophets, yet
they have run with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied.
But if they had stood in my council, they would have proclaimed my words to my people
and would have turned them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds. "Am I only a
God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away? Can anyone hide in secret
places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not I fill heaven and earth?"
declares the LORD. "I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name.
They say, 'I had a dream! I had a dream!' How long will this continue in the hearts of
these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? They think the
dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their fathers
forgot my name through Baal worship. Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream,
but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with
grain?" declares the LORD. "Is not my word like fire," declares the LORD, "and like a
hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:17–40; 12:1–3 (The great cloud of witnesses—saints who lived
by faith in Jesus.) By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice.
He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even
though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."
Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did
receive Isaac back from death. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their
future. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped
as he leaned on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about
the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones. By faith
Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was
no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. By faith Moses, when he
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had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He chose to be
mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
short time. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the
treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. By faith he left Egypt,
not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. By
faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the
firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. By faith the people passed through the
Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. By
faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days.
By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with
those who were disobedient. And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell
about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who
shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle
and routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again.
Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better
resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in
prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the
sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and
mistreated--the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. These were all commended for their
faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. God had planned something
better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. Therefore, since
we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from
sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

each other, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against
son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." He
said to the crowd: "When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'It's
going to rain,' and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It's going to be
hot,' and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and
the sky. How is it that you don't know how to interpret this present time?

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:49–56 (Jesus disrupts our status quo by dividing so that He can

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who
has risen from the dead and ever lives to intercede for us at the right
hand of the throne of God, and in His name let us pray with all boldness
and confidence to our Father in heaven.

unite and lead us in understanding signs of the times.) "I have come to bring fire on the
earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and
how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on earth?
No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided against
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(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #655 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done.
Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally.
O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.
SERMON

“Running The Race”

Hebrews 11:17 & 12:3

(Rise)
6:00 & 5:00 APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.
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After each petition:
Pastor: .… let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.
At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: .… one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
6:00 & 5:00 THE LORD’S PRAYER
+ SACRAMENT +
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus.
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
HYMN #625 “Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread”
Lord Jesus Christ, life giving bread, May I in grace possess You.
Let me with holy food be fed. In hunger I address You.
Prepare me well for You, O Lord, And, humbly by my prayer implored,
Give me Your grace and mercy.

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

To pastures green, Lord, safely guide, To restful waters lead me;
Your table well for me provide, Your wounded hand now feed me.
Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak, Refuge in You alone I seek,
To share Your cup of healing.

AGNUS DEI
Page 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
(Be seated)

O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight, For full and free remission
I come with prayer before Your sight In sorrow and contrition.
Your righteousness, Lord, cover me That I receive You worthily,
Assured of Your full pardon.

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.

I do not merit favor, Lord, My weight of sin would break me;
In all my guilty heart’s discord, O Lord, do not forsake me.
In my distress this comforts me That You receive me graciously,
O Christ, my Lord of mercy!

HYMN #411 “ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

HYMN #631 “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face;
Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father. In Him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart Lord Jesus.
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Here would I feed upon the bread of God,
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load,
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n.
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This is the hour of banquet and of song;
This is the heav’nly table spread for me;
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee.
I have no help but Thine; nor do I need
Another arm but Thine to lean upon.
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.
Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
The blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord, my God.
Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.
Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.
COMMON DISMISSAL

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing – You are My own.
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, Saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.
I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace.
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace;
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace.

(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,
who in loving-kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank you that for His sake you have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask you not to forsake your children but always to
rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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