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From your Pastor……..
At this writing, (July 23) the temperature is in the 90’s for a third
straight day. We might aptly describe this time as “the dog days of
summer”. The phrase originates from the area of the
Mediterranean Sea when the ancients referred to the last days of
July / early August as the “dog days”, because of the rising of Sirius, the dog star, in
the East during this period of hot, sultry days. Sirius belonged to Orion, a hunter in
Greek mythology. I’ve been reminding people that during my fourteen year
sojourn in Texas, it was 95 degrees with lots of humidity for months, not just days
during the summer. In my calls I’ve been using Isaiah 1:18 as a way of “cooling
down”, if you will. “Come, let us reason together, says the Lord. ‘Though your sins
are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow.’”
Scarlet, or red, is a deep color or stain that was virtually impossible to wash out in
the ancient world. And if that stain was blood that had set, all the worse. Yet
Isaiah promises that the scarlet will disappear and be replaced with white, the
color of holiness and purity. How? In Revelation 7:14 we read: “I answered, ‘Sir,
you know.’ And he said, ‘These are they that have come out of the great
tribulation and have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.’”
There it is! The shed blood of Jesus Christ that washes away all sin for anyone who
believes in Him! The scarlet stain of sin is replaced with The snow-white
righteousness of Christ. That’s enough to get us through these dog days of
summer.
Blessings! Pastor S.
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Bible Classes
Monday Morning Bible Class
Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings (August 1, 15, 29) at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Sunday Morning Bible Class will resume August 28, 2016
Men’s Bible Breakfast will resume September 24, 2016
Thursday Morning Bible Study
Resumes on Thursday, September 8, 2016 in the Fellowship Hall. Two four-week studies from the
Concordia Discipleship Series will be led by Pastor Stanton (excluding September 15, when we will
not meet). We meet from 10am to 11:30am.
September 8, 22, and October 6: THE LORD’S SUPPER
We will explore the full meaning and application of the Lord’s Supper for our Christian lives. We will
explore the answer to questions such as: “What are the blessings we receive through the Lord’s
Supper?” and, “What does the Lord’s Supper have to do with daily life?”
October 13, 20, 27 and November 3: HE SHALL COME AGAIN
How does God signal that the end nears? What will the end be like? This study will explore the end
times and assures readers that our Lord Jesus Christ holds us safely in His care.

Divine Connections
The Divine Connections team would like to honor current and retired first responders (police,
sheriff, firefighters and EMTs) this fall. It would be appreciated if any first responder
members would provide Laurel Privatt your phone number and address. Also,
please provide your station or firehouse address if we are able to send an invite to
your co-workers. Laurel’s phone number is 414-476-9962 and
her email is LAURELJEAN@yahoo.com.

It’s Summer
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The Four Seasons
Summer brings warmth and delight
Fall brings it’s unique beauty
Winter brings a wonderland
Spring brings nature back to life
Reminding us of God’s creative and
orderly rule of nature.
Elaine Lemke

Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday
August 10th at Armeli’s on National Avenue at 11:00am.

Ladies Guild Will resume in Fall
Elizabeth Ministry Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and
if you wish to join our group please contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Quilters Our Quilting Group meets the 1st, 3rd, & 5th Monday of each month
(August 1,15, 29) at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. All members of the
congregation are welcome to come & help with this fun mission.

Are you interested in joining the St. Paul’s Handbell Choir?
Join Michelle Prince on Thursday September 1st for a “Get to Know
You” Activity in the church fellowship hall from 6-7 PM. We will
have food, fun and fellowship time.
Please RSVP to michelle@splcwa.org or 414-552-4938 (text or call) by
Friday August 26th.
I am looking forward to ringing in a new handbell year with you!
Handbell Choir Practices will begin Thursday September 8th at 6:00 PM.
Michelle Prince
Parish Music Director

Renewed in Christ
Last chance to sign up for the Chinese Lunch in
the Fellowship Hall on August 9th at Noon
Cost $8.00
Please call Janine (427-8434)by August 1st
to reserve your spot.
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Hope • Strength • Soar

Sharing God’s Bounty
August
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Money and the Great Commission
Jesus’ parting command was: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20). Jesus was very direct and
explicit with his mandate. There is no question as to where or with whom we are to share the
Gospel. The love that God gives to us is to be shared by us with all people everywhere. He has
given us our marching orders, and, in his strength, we can give ourselves fully to his work.
Because God has chosen to use us as his tools to bring salvation to all people, we must use
our lives and gifts to spread the Good News. Paul wrote, “We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). One of
the tools that God gives us to use in our mission of reaching out to others with the Gospel is
our money. According to an old stewardship phrase, “Stewardship without mission is
unnecessary and mission without stewardship is impossible.” Stewardship and mission are
inseparable. The funding of the Great Commission needs to come from believers. The money
which God entrusts to us has many purposes, and the funding of mission work is of first
importance. Through the giving of our money, we demonstrate our obedience to Jesus’
command to reach out to all people. Paul wrote that, through our giving, we “test the sincerity
of [our] love by comparing it with the earnestness of others” (2 Corinthians 8:8).
For nonbelievers and those who lack spiritual maturity, the giving of money is done
begrudgingly out of a sense of obligation. By the grace of God, our attitude toward giving is a
“want to” rather than a “got to” give. We view giving as a privilege and an opportunity to
spread the Gospel through our money. Our giving expresses our gratitude for who God is and
all that he has done for through his Son. Through faith, we hold onto our money loosely and
then are privileged to experience the joy of giving as we give God our first and best. As
Christians we understand that God has a claim on all that we have, so we willingly and
cheerfully give our money to help all people hear of God’s love. Money is an important tool for
God’s mission. Through our faithful giving, we are able to leverage our witnessing to all
people.
“There is a wide choice of things which you can do for God and neighbor, in and through your
church community … if you have the good will. With good will you also find the necessary time
for such projects, even though you may have to cut and pare in other directions.”
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Welcome to St. Paul’s
Mrs. Michelle Prince
Director of Parish Music
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St. Paul’s Youth
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
“We give thanks to God every time we remember you . . . .” Those words are found at the beginning of Paul’s letter to
the church in Philippi. He was thankful for their partnership in the ministry of the gospel!! In a very similar way, we give
thanks to God for all of you who supported our youth in attending the National Youth Gathering this past July. Our
group of 31 accompanied by the “Risen Savior Six” joined with about 25,000 other young Lutherans and their adult
counselors. It was an amazing time of spiritual growth, growing together, praying, praising, and serving. All of you who
attended fundraisers and said prayers for our youth were a part of the joyous adventure! Again, we give thanks to God
for you!

Senior Youth
August 21 @ noon: Sponsorship Luncheon
All youth who attended the NYG are to have lunch with those who sponsored our trip through the sponsorship program.
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall after late service. We will share a few stories with our sponsors and have wonderful
fellowship with them around the lunch table. Please plan on being there!
August 28 @ 3:00pm: Welcome Back Picnic
All of our youth are strongly encouraged to be at this picnic where we will welcome in the new 9 th grade students to our
High School Youth Group at St. Paul’s. The picnic will take place at Greenfield Park in the grassy area just off the parking
lot on the “Lincoln Ave.” side of the park. Plan on coming and renewing Christian friendships and have some fun and
fellowship in God’s good creation!

Junior Youth
Nothing is planned for August, but watch the bulletins and September Herald for upcoming activities this fall.

How time flies! It’s already been 6 months since our last trip to Guatemala! While team members enjoy a break
from scheduled meetings, we are beginning to make preparations for our June, 2017 trip
and we ask for your involvement in several ways. First, we will be doing the barbecue at
Pick-N-Save, 76th and ColdSpring, on August 6-7. Please stop by to encourage us and
get a burger, brat, or hotdog plus chips and a drink for the bargain price of $2.50. This is a
major fundraiser for our trip costs and we’d love to see you! Second, we are starting to
collect school supplies to take to the Guatemalan children. Since school is starting soon
here in the USA, there will be lots of bargain prices on supplies and a good time to stock up, even though we
will not be traveling until next June. Collection baskets, with lists of needed supplies, will be located in the
narthex and near the 1st floor elevator. Groundwork Guatemala currently sponsors over 200 kids who would
otherwise not be able to attend school--so, supplies are a major need! Third, a recruitment ad. Have you ever
considered a mission trip to Guatemala? Any team member, past or present, will tell you this is an amazing
journey of faith and service and you will be blessed beyond imagination by the experience. And, it’s a lot of
fun! We encourage you to put some thought and prayer into the possibility. Feel free to contact any team
member for information (and testimonials!). We will assemble our team later this fall, and travel June 5-12,
2017.
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