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From Pastor and Linda Stanton… 

“ ‘For I know that I have plans for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘Plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you.  Plans for hope and a future.’ ”  

Jeremiah 29:11 

As I now retire, some thoughts.  I’m so delighted that St. Paul’s has in place a new Associate 

Pastor in Pastor Noah Kegley.  He impresses me as just the right man to serve on your pastoral 

team along with Pastor Bender.  But since God guided the call process, that’s exactly what we’d 

expect.  On September first, I’ll awaken to a new phase of life for Linda and myself.  For the 

first time in twenty nine years, I will not be serving a call.   For over half that time, fifteen 

years, I have been serving you. 

A strong bond of love, respect, and trust has developed between us.  That’s only natural.  You 

have invited Linda and I into your lives, your hearts and homes.  You, in turn, have come to 

occupy a special place in our hearts.  Preaching, teaching, worship, Holy Communion, 

Baptisms, funerals, weddings, confirmations, counseling, hospital calls, shut-in visitation… 

times of laughter, and of tears.  WHEW!   

Now I’m leaving.  It’s bittersweet.  Add to the fact that Linda and I are remaining in the area, 

and it can be confusing.  Many of you have expressed a sadness (even grief) at my retirement.  

“Will you still visit me?”  “Are you staying at St. Paul’s?”  “Will you still conduct my funeral?”  

Tough questions.  Hard to answer without coming off cold and uncaring – the last thing I’d 

want to do. 

I believe in the office of the Holy Ministry.   I believe that pastors perform a vital 

function in the ministry of Word and Sacrament.  But we need to keep our focus:  

The call you extended to me is to point, not to myself, but to the risen and crucified 

Christ and salvation through faith in Him alone. 

There is a purpose, and I believe a good one, in a pastor’s leaving at some point, either to serve 

another call, retire, or transition to some other ministry:  It’s not the occupant of the office that 

counts… our eyes of faith must always and only be on the Triune God who has called that 

pastor to serve. 

There have been many times (daily, in fact) when I’ve failed to serve as I should. I’ve made 

mistakes.  I’ve messed up.   I’m a weak sinner, and I ask your forgiveness, and God’s, for those 

times.  With you, I flee to the foot of the cross to be forgiven, again and again. 

So, as a retired pastor, I will no longer be a part of the ministry of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

and School.  This is how it should, and must be.                                                            Continued 



I won’t be preaching in your midst, visiting, conducting weddings or funerals, baptisms… and 

that also means that Linda and I will not be seeing many of you again on this side of heaven, 

unless we bump into each other at the grocery store.   It’s not because we don’t love you, but 

because we love the Savior who has redeemed us and is calling me elsewhere.    

Pastors Bender and Kegley are your pastors.   They are accountable to our God for their 

ministry.  They will be at your bedside when you’re sick.  They will comfort you when a loved 

one has been called home.  They’re the ones you’ll call at 3 a.m. in the morning.  They will 

preach God’s Word to you, visit, counsel, teach, baptize, marry, confirm, and share our Lord’s 

body and blood with you.  Please pray for, support and encourage them, and their families as 

well. 

And yes, in that regard, please do continue to encourage and surround Jo Bender and Monica 

Kegley with your love and encouragement as you have Linda.  I can’t think of  tougher 

assignment than that of a pastor’s wife (or a pastor’s kid). 

What about me?   I hope to serve in any capacity my gifts and talents might be useful… perhaps 

to serve a vacancy, or for a pastor on vacation, or a congregation that cannot afford a full time 

pastor.  Serving another congregation teaching Bible study, or calling on shut-ins and the sick 

are other possibilities.  Join with me in praying for the Lord’s blessing and guidance in that 

regard. 

I also plan to keep working with stained glass, painting (I can still cover the little numbers 

really well), gardening, reading, going up to the trailer, etc.  Linda informs me that 

I’ll also enjoy helping with the cooking, vacuuming , washing dishes, and doing the 

laundry.  Izzy the cat has no opinion at all except to keep her food bowl full. 

We will always remember you with love and respect.   You will continue to be in our prayers.  I 

thank God and I Thank you for a wonderful, blessed, and meaningful ministry these past fifteen 

years. 

Your brother and sister in Christ, 

Gregg and Linda Stanton 

 

 

 

 

Blessings to you in your Retirement! 

Thank you for serving the Lord, here at St. Paul’s! 
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August Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  
8:00am – Noon  
(August 1- 17)  

Beginning August 20th:  
8:00am – 3:30pm 

 

   

 

 

This Bible Study group meets the first and third 

Monday morning of each month at 11:30am in the 

Instructional Room.   

Class Leader:  Laurel Privatt 

will resume in September. 

 
 

 

 

 

               September 9th  
     (after the 10:30 worship service) 

Everyone is invited! 

Come celebrate some amazing 

birthdays, newly confirmed, meet the 

newest St. Paul’s church members and 

our new school families! 

It’s all free and includes a wonderful 

meal and fellowship!  

Watch for more information to come. 
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               Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
                            Serve the LORD with gladness! 
              Come into his presence with singing!  Psalm 100:1-2 
  
Do you sometimes feel like you are unable to make a “joyful noise” in 
worship?  Maybe you feel that everyone else should sing or make a 
“noise”?  To me, this verse reminds me that ALL sounds are to create 
praise to the Lord our God.  Children, adults, animals, plants and trees, 
ALL creation is created to praise the Lord our God.  What does this 
praise sound like?  Well, it isn’t just singing or playing an 
instrument.  Babies praise the Lord, do you hear them joining in the 
praises in our worship services?   Do you hear the young children 
creating “joyful noise” to our Lord in worship?   Each one of us is here 
to serve the Lord by making a joyful noise.  If you are someone that 
would love to use your gifts of singing or playing an instrument to 
praise the Lord, stop and visit with Michelle (come on up to the balcony 
and visit!).  We would love to have everyone joining in serving the Lord 
with gladness using whatever gifts and talents you have received.  Come 
join in making a joyful noise to the Lord, maybe even with singing! 

  

  

Hymn of the Month for August 

                              O Sing to the Lord #808 

This coming month we will be praising the Lord with a song 
traditionally sung in Spanish.  O sing to the Lord, or Cantad al Señor, 
praises the Lord with singing.  We sing, dance, shout and acknowledge 
that our great and awesome God has done wonderful things for us.   

“O sing to our God, O sing to our God”. 
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                        LWML Mite Box Collection  ~   August 4 & 5 

LWML Mite Boxes are located in the narthex. All members are welcome to 
use one and support our mission grants!
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be on Wednesday August 8th at  

11:00 at Red Robin on 76th Street. 

Quilters   August 6 & 20 at 9:00am. If you are interested in the quilting group or 
have any questions, please contact Dawn Ziolecki at 414-841-6097 or via email 
at dzwolf2012@gmail.com.  

Elizabeth Ministry ~ We have a facebook page for Elizabeth Ministry for our 

church! It is – St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (@elizabethministrysplcwa). Please remember 
Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join this group, please contact 
Julie Avila at elizabethministrysplcwa@gmail.com. 

LWML  (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) 

The Zone 3 Fall Rally will be held here at St. Paul’s on October 
27th at 9:00am. Our outreach project will be collecting gently 
used shoes for third world countries. Please keep this in mind as 

you clean your closets. 

Since all Lutheran women are members of LWML, we invite you to join us at 
the rally in October for a buffet breakfast followed by a speaker, business 
meeting and great fellowship. Contact Ruth Miller at 414-425-2078 if you  have 
any questions.  

In September we will put the “Mitten Barrel” in the narthex to accept your shoe donations to 
be given to “Soles For Jesus”. Please attach the pairs together either with shoelaces or rubber 
bands. Shoes will be taken to the LWML rally on October 27th, here at St. Paul’s.  
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Quilter's Patch 
The Auxiliary Quilting Room closed in June.  On the quilting Mondays that 
Merle Hess could not attend, I would call to see if the Auxiliary Quilting Room 
was open and if new work could be dropped off.  If yes, then I would plan to stop 
by after work and swap completed quilts for those that needed to be done.   Even if the Auxiliary 
Quilting Room was not accepting new work, it was often open for visits.   I will cherish those visits and 
like many, considered it a joy to call Merle friend. 

God answered my prayer for additional quilters via email when Julie Avila inquired if there was some 
way she could contribute. She is unable to meet on Monday mornings but would be able to sew at 
home.   Julie made the beautiful cross quilt hanging in the church. We are excited to welcome Julie to 
the St Paul’s Quilting Group. 

Thank you to Versa Reichert and Bonnie Kroner for their donation of sheets.  Also, to the Barb 
Grunewald family for the fabric donation.  

Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!  2 Corinthians 9:15  

We have completed 54 quilts since January and have another 10+ in the works.  

Quilting dates for August and September are August 6th, August 20th and September 17th at 9:00 am 

If you have any questions regarding the quilting group, please contact Dawn Ziolecki at 414-841-6097 
or via email at dzwolf2012@gmail.com 
  
 
 

 

There has been a notice in the bulletin the past several weeks regarding a few activities. Hopefully people have 

responded to this announcement and plans can be made for these events. Keep watching your weekly bulletin. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

           

                                                            SPECIAL EVENT OF THE MONTH, 
                                                                   WISCONSIN STATE FAIR 
                                                            YOUNG AND OLD, FROM EVERY 
                                                           RACE AND WALK OF LIFE, FLOCK 
                                                            TO SPEND A DAY AT THE FAIR.  

                                                        THERE’S SO MUCH TO SEE AND DO. 
                                                             THERE’S THE ANIMAL BARNS, 
                                                         WITH LITTLE CHICKS TO HORSES. 
                                                         THERE’S THE AMUSEMENT PARK, 
                                                 THRILLING RIDES AND GAMES OF CHANCE. 

                                                               THERE IS ENTERTAINMENT, 
                                                  SEEING KIDS OF WISCONSIN PERFORMING. 
                                                                        THERE’S FOOD 
                                                         THE ROASTED COB ON THE CORN, 
                                                              DIPPED IN MELTED BUTTER. 
                                                             THE FAMOUS CREAM PUFFS, 
                                                     WHEN ONE DOESEN’T SEEM ENOUGH.  

                                                AS WE ENJOY THE DAY, LET US REMEMBER 
                                                        TO THANK GOD FOR THIS BLESSING.   
                                                                                 ELAINE LEMKE 
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           Sharing God’s Bounty 
 

The Importance of Giving 

It is not uncommon for church members to perceive in a negative way the encouragement from their church 

to give generously. The perception of some people is that the church is only interested in their money. 

Certainly, a generous giving congregation does provide the money needed by the church for its budget so the 

church should work hard to help people grow in their giving. However, Scripture indicates that giving is as 

much for the sake of the giver as it is to support the needs of the church. Pastors and church leaders understand 

that giving is an activity that God directs us to do. Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give” (Matthew 

10:8). Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth about the collection for God’s people, “On the first day of every 

week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income. . .” (1 Corinthians 16:2). 

Giving blesses the both the giver and the recipient of the giving. The blessings to the recipients are obvious. 

Not as obvious but as important to understand is that giving enriches the life of the giver. Giving strengthens the 

relationship that we have with our Lord. Through our giving, we are reminded of God’s ownership and how 

dependent we are on him. Giving demonstrates our faith and trust. We give as part of our worship. Giving 

allows us to be used by God in partnership with him. 

In God’s Word, we are told that those who give faithfully and generously will receive even more of God’s 

blessings. In Proverbs 3:9 we read these encouraging words, “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 

firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing . . .” God blesses all people, but He 

wants to bless us even more for our faithful giving.  “One man give freely, yet gains even more; another 

withholds unduly, but comes to poverty” (Proverbs 11:24). Generosity is the path to blessing. By contrast, a 

stingy person doesn’t make any friends and hurts himself in the long run. Through the prophet Malachi, we are 

told again how God will bless us for our faithful giving, “‘Bring the whole tithe in the storehouse that there 

may be food in my house. Test me in this,’ says the Lord almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have enough room for it’ ” (Malachi 

3:10).  

In the future, we need to thank church leaders who encourage us to grow in our giving. Through our giving, 

we are expressing thanks to God for his goodness to us. We are also helping to extend God’s kingdom through 

our church, providing for the needy, and enriching our own lives. As we grow spiritually and receive more of 

God’s blessings, we will better understand and respond to the encouragement to increase our giving. 

 

 

“No matter who you are or what you do ... no matter how meaningless you consider your 

life’s work ... you can achieve greatness in the eyes of God by doing your work to the best 

of your ability and offering it up to him.” 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Groundwork Guatemala team has suspended regular meetings for the 
summer, but we have still been active. We continue to develop our Faith Lessons 
(Numbers 22: Balaam’s Donkey), but we are working as individual groups for the 
children, teens, and adults. Lessons need to be “ready for prime time” when we 
resume meeting in late August.  
 
Our fundraising is nearly complete. June and July barbecues at the Pick-N-Save at Hwy 100 
and Forest Home in Hales Corners have been very successful (despite the terrible 
construction on Hwy 100!!). We thank you for your support, and invite you to brave the traffic 
problems and join us for our last BBQ on Saturday, August 11, from 10-4:30.  
 

There is still time to write to our sponsored Guatemalan students: Yeymi, Cristino, 
Santos, and Bryan. Note cards are available in the narthex, along with  
guidelines/suggestion for your notes. Photos and kids’ drawings are encouraged. 

We will translate your notes and forward them to Guatemala. The kids love hearing 
from you and knowing you are thinking of them! Notes must be turned in by August 11. 
 
DONATIONS: From now until our departure in mid-October, we will be collecting supplies to 
bring with us to Groundwork. We ask your help in contributing health/hygiene supplies, and 
also school supplies. Specific needed items are listed on the donation baskets located in the 
narthex and by the 1st floor elevator. We also welcome monetary donations, which we will 
give to Groundwork so that they may purchase needed items (often for less than we pay here 
in Milwaukee, and saving us baggage fees). You may contribute in your offering envelope; 
designate the payment as being for “Guatemala donations.” Checks should be payable to St. 
Paul’s.  
 
Last, but definitely not least, keep us in your prayers as we finish our 
preparations for departure on October 20. Dios les bendiga! 

 
 
 
Come join the St. Paul’s Handbell Choir! 

Join Tim & Michelle Prince on Thursday August 30th for a “Get to Know You and 
Welcome Back” Activity at our home 1973 S 91st Street, West Allis.  We will have food, 
fun and fellowship time between 6 -8 PM!  

Please RSVP to michelle@splcwa.org or 414-552-4938 (text or call) by Friday August 
24th. 

I am looking forward to ringing in a new handbell year with you! 

Handbell Choir Practices will begin Thursday September 6th at 6:15 PM in the church balcony. 

Michelle Prince - Director of Parish Music 
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Sr. High News 
August 26  3:00 – 6:00pm: Welcome Back Picnic 

All of our High School youth are strongly encouraged to be at this picnic 

where we will welcome in the new 9
th

 grade students to our High School 

Youth Group at St. Paul’s.  The picnic will take place at Greenfield Park in 

the grassy area just off the parking lot on the “Lincoln Ave.” side of the 

park.  Plan on coming and renewing Christian friendships and have some 

fun, food and fellowship in God’s good creation!    

 

Attention All 2019 Confirmands 

There will be an important Confirmation meeting on  

Wednesday August 22nd at 6:30pm in our Fellowship Hall  

for all students that will be confirmed in 2019 and their parents.  

A letter with all the details will be sent out in the beginning of August.  

Watch your mail! 

 

 

  

 

 

For all interested High School Students, Young Adults, and Parents: There will be an 

informational meeting on Sunday September 16
th

, at 3:30 P.M. to discuss travel plans, goals, 

team-building, and essential needs for our trip to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. We would love to see you there! If you have any questions, contact Pastor Noah at 

noah@splcwa.org or call/text 262.302.9575. 
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August 22, 2018 

_________________ 

 

School Opening 

Services 

August 18 at 5:00pm 

August 19 at 9:00am 

 
 
 

 
Growing up, I always knew I wanted to be a teacher and coach. At school I saw how 

the good teachers interacted with each other, with my fellow students, and with the 

entire school community. I knew these people were pillars of the community and their 

work seemed important to me. Effective, motivated, driven, creative and tireless 

teachers and coaches seemed like superheroes to me (and they still do!). 

 

I wanted to be a leader, in the classroom, in the gym, and in the Church community like 

the teachers I knew and respected. I felt like I was called to be a teacher and coach—as 

if the professions had chosen me. A few years later I graduated from Concordia and was 

ready to start striving for those goals. I taught, I coached, I directed, I even VBSed all 

while working at reaching those goals I had as a kid. After many action-packed, never-

a-dull-moment years I felt God leading me down a different path that I’ve often thought 

of following. So after much thought, soul-searching and prayer I decided to leave the classroom and the athletic 

arenas and become the principal in our beloved school. While I know I am ready for the new challenges, I have 

to admit I am also a little worried. I am worried about losing that teacher/coach identity that with God’s help I 

worked so hard at.  

But then a light went on! I have been blessed by God and given the opportunity to continue 

teaching, coaching, directing, doing the things I love, at a different level with a staff of 

incredibly gifted and talented teachers and co-workers. What a blessing I have been given! 

Now I get to work with and learn from this incredible group of individuals He has gathered here 

to do His work in many different ways. 

As a coach, I always tried to end each time-out and game with the reminder that we were always a TEAM. That 

holds true today. We (teachers, parents, pastors, staff, and parishioners) are all part of one team working toward 

the same goals. What a blessing to be a part of that! 

It has been a busy and productive summer. The phone continues to ring with prospective families wanting to 

take part in a Christian education here at St. Paul’s. Our enrollment will be up again!  

As fellow teammates I ask that you pray for us as we continue to reach out to children and their families with 

the Gospel message this year.  Thank you for all of your support and encouragement. 

 

TEAM! 

Principal Jack Burkee 
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  Seminar for pastors, laity and educators 

 
“Male and Female He Made Them:  

Christian Sexuality in a Decadent World” 
Presenter:  Dr. John Kleinig 
 

  September 8, 2018     Elm Grove Lutheran Church, Elm Grove, WI 
945 Terrace Drive, Elm Grove, WI 53122 

 

Dr. John W. Kleinig, Professor Emeritus at Luther Campus, Adelaide, Australia is renowned the world 
over as a scholar, pastor, and an engaging and inspiring Bible teacher.  His many published works include 
two Bible Commentaries in the Concordia Commentary Series, Leviticus (2003) and Hebrews (2017).  His 
acclaimed book, Grace Upon Grace (2008), equips people for confident, joy-filled Christian living. 
Dr. Kleinig’s seminar presentation will preview some of the themes from his forthcoming book, 
Wonderfully Made: Seeing Our Bodies as God Sees Them. His book, expected some-time later this year, will 
present a Lutheran theology of the body, extolling the biblical view of the human body under the following 
chapter headings: 

 The Created Body: Personal Embodiment 

 Our Makeover:  The Redemption of the Body 

 The Spiritual Body: Dying and Rising with Christ 

 Sexual Embodiment: Sex with a Good Conscience  
DOXOLOGY has been commissioned to produce companion pieces for church professionals and Christian 
laity for use in Bible study, classroom instruction, catechesis, marriage preparation, and pastoral care.  
 
Tentative schedule: 
8:15 a.m. Registration         9:00 Seminar Begins           3:45 p.m. Closing Prayer  
 

Cost:  $ 15 for adults // $8 for students   
(Includes registration, seminar materials, breaks and a box lunch) 
Register on DOXOLOGY’s website: www.doxology.us 
Check out the DOXOLOGY Classic program in Racine:  September 17-20! 
DOXOLOGY is an RSO of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
 
Renewed in Christ    Hope • Strength • Soar 
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