TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Ready or Not . . .
August 26 - 27, 2017
5:00pm & 8:00am

Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind; Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises; Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

AS WE GATHER
There are many different opinions in our world about who the Lord is, and many of
those opinions are based on who people want the Lord to be. What a privilege and joy it
is that as we gather we don’t need to try to seek and find the Lord and His attributes on
our own. Instead, He reveals Himself as who He was, is, and ever shall be, in and
throughout Scripture. We hear this today in our Old Testament Reading as God, through
Isaiah, calls His people to look and listen to Him as He seeks and makes us His redeemed
children (Isaiah 51:1–6). As His children, we are part of His Body and blessed to
complement one another in faith and fellowship (Romans 11:33–12:8) and in the
confession of who our Savior Jesus Christ truly is (Matthew 16:13–20). As He continues
to seek and to find, and by the calling, gathering, and enlightening by His Holy Spirit
through His Word, we worship in that promised grace giving certain hope now and in
the future.

WELCOME
MINISTRY MOMENT – Diana Raasch, Lutheran Church Extension Fund
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:7-8)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #904 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”

Stanzas 1-3

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, Drawn from earth to love You solely.
All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us.
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(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: I bow down toward your holy temple
People: and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your
faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your
Word.
Pastor: For though the Lord is high,
People: He regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar.
Pastor: Do not be conformed to this world,
People: but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: The Lord, who is the rock of our salvation, invites His people to listen.
“Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord.”
People: We confess that we have not listened to the Lord. We have instead
listened to what our itching ears want to hear and have often shut our
ears to the truth of your Word.
Pastor: The Lord invites His people to look. “Look to the rock from which you
were hewn . . . to Abraham and Sarah.”
People: We confess that we have not always looked to the Lord for our
provision, hope, and guidance. We have looked for and to other things
of this world that have led us astray, through which our worship and
prayers have faltered.
Pastor: The Lord invites His people to “Give attention to Me, My people, and
give ear to Me, My nation.”
People: We confess that we have become distracted in our earthly pilgrimage.
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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Pastor: “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the
heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and
they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but My salvation will be
forever, and My righteousness will never be dismayed.” Upon this, your
confession, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, the rock on whom our
confession is made, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN #904

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”

Stanza 4

Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word, Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander, Till we sing Your praises yonder.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to
know your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way that
leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 51:1–6 (Listen, look, and give attention to the
salvation of the Lord.) "Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the
LORD: Look to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were
hewn; look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I called
him he was but one, and I blessed him and made him many. The LORD will surely
comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts
like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in
her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing. "Listen to me, my people; hear me, my
nation: The law will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations. My
righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring
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justice to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm. Lift up
your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation
will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.

EPISTLE Romans 11:33–12:8 (Bound together in faith as one body)
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! "Who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?" "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay
him?" For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory
forever! Amen. Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as
each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the
same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift
is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it
is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to
the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently;
if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:13–20 (Confession of Jesus as the Christ)
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do
people say the Son of Man is?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets." "But what about you?" he
asked. "Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God." Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Then he
warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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SERMON HYMN #644

The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise;
The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise.
The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng,
Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song:
“O all majestic Father, Your true and only Son,
And Holy Spirit, Comforter forever Three in One!”

“The Church’s One Foundation”

The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation By water and the Word.
From heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.

You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son,
Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ry one:
You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb,
Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb;
Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve
You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe.

Elect from every nation, Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses With every grace endued.
Though with a scornful wonder The world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.
Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest.
Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face.
MISSION MESSAGE: The Groundwork Guatemala Team

You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand,
Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command.
We know that you will come as our Judge that final day,
So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray;
May we with saints be numbered where praises never end,
In glory everlasting. Amen, O Lord, amen!
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
HYMN #941 “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God’
We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord,
The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored.
To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing,
The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring:
“O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!”

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Almighty God, you sent your Son into the
world to be the Savior of all the nations. We thank you for mission
work around the world. Bless Groundwork Guatemala, Pastor Chuck
Ferry serving in Indonesia and Asia, Rachel Meyer who is heading to
Uganda, and all those who share the gospel in word and deed around
the world.
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People: Fill us with your Spirit, that we too might share the love of Jesus with
others and help them to know him who is the Savior of the world.
Pastor: Almighty God, your Son prayed that we would be sanctified by the truth
of your Word. Bless us all to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest the
truth of your holy Word.
People: As we have purchased new Bibles for our church, we ask your blessing
upon us to use them to grow in our knowledge of you, our God, and
Jesus, our Savior.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, you revealed Jesus of Nazareth to be the Christ, the
Savior, and your beloved Son. Bless the Church, that we always confess
this, even in the midst of persecution and hostility.
People: Do not let our faith grow faint, but renew our minds. Help us to test
what we see and hear, that we may discern your will and rejoice to do
all that is good and right.
Pastor: Almighty God, we ask that you would grant health and wisdom to those
in authority, that they may carry out their duties according to your will,
especially the president, our lawmakers, judges, and all in positions of
authority.
People: Grant us protection from violence and evil and help our leaders to
maintain peace and righteousness. Bless us also to be citizens who love
you with all their heart, mind, soul and strength, and who love their
neighbors as themselves.
Pastor: God of all creation, at the beginning of time you created us male and
female, and instituted marriage and family. Bless and multiply us with
children. Guard and protect our families from the evil one. Bless
Norman and Shirley as they celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary
and rejoice in the love of our living Savior.
People: Protect mothers with child, and equip fathers, that they may lead and
raise their households in the fear and love of the Lord.
Pastor: Kind Master, remember all who cry out to you in their time of need,
particularly all whom we have been asked to remember: Debbie,
Charles, Ruth, Mary Anne, Pat, Jeannie, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Cliff, Doris,
Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva,
Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard, Linda, Jack, Shirley and Sarah.
Sustain them in their time of affliction through faith in Christ.
7

People: Grant each one your peace, your healing and your comfort.
Pastor: Lord God, whose depths of riches and knowledge are immeasurable, as
a new school year starts, we ask that You bless St. Paul’s Lutheran
School and all our schools with riches of knowledge and understanding.
As your Son grew in strength and wisdom, so bless students with
learning that leads to faithful and loving service in the world.
People: We especially ask that they grow in faith and trust in you, and come to
recognize that from and through and to you are all things, that they
may live faithful lives.
Pastor: Merciful Lord, your salvation comes as a gracious gift to us in the Lord’s
Supper we are about to receive. Work in us repentant hearts filled also
with faith in Christ.
People: Let us eat and drink worthily, trusting in your promises. As we depart,
bless us daily to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to you.
Pastor: Ever-living One, receive our thanks for all who have departed this life in
faith. Comfort those who grieve. Bless, comfort, and be with the Geboy
family as they mourn Judith’s passing as well as the Mauritz family upon
Richard’s death. Fill us all with hope in the life to come.
People: Bring us with them to the feast of joy that has no end, in the kingdom
of your Son.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

8

AGNUS DEI
Page 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #618 “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”
I come, O Savior, to Thy table, For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able To satisfy and make me whole:
Refrain: Lord, May Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good!
Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain
Unworthy though I am, O Savior, Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain
Weary am I and heavy laden; With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden my heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain
What higher gift can we inherit? It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and Spirit, The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain
HYMN #575 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His throne!
Refrain
HYMN #645

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling.
Crumbled have spiers in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the souls distressed,
Longing for rest everlasting.
Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling,
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above Chooses to live with us in love,
Making our bodies His temple.
We are God’s house of living stones, Built for His own habitation.
He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell, Yet He would deign with us to dwell
With all His grace and His favor.
Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God has received us.
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice And what His Supper here gives us.
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same,
And evermore, our Redeemer.
Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is bringing; “I know My
own; My own know me. You, not the world, My face shall see. My peace I leave
with you. Amen.”
COMMON DISMISSAL

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain
His oath, His covenant and blood Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain
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“Built on the Rock”
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(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving
kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank you that
for His sake you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
we ask you not to forsake your children but always to rule our hearts
and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to
serve you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”
Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.
Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.
Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.
Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.
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Meet with Diana Raasch and Jo Bender after the Service
We are blessed to have Diana Raasch, our Lutheran Church
Extension Fund district representative with us today.
Also, Jo Bender, our congregational representative will be at
all services. If you want to be a good steward, help our
congregation, and would consider investing some money (even
just $25 for a child or grandchild), please stop by to visit with
Diana and Jo in the church narthex.

