
                                Love Came Down at Christmas 

                             Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

                                        December 24, 2018 

                                                11:00pm 

 
As We Gather 

Love.  If there is a word that is overused in our world today, it is that word: Love.  It is 

a word that is misused, used to abuse and manipulate, used regarding “things,” used 

in trivial and meaningless matters.  The word “Love” is so overused in our world that it 

has almost become meaningless, empty, null and void.  Love, real love, the love we 

need, that is what Christmas is all about.  A baby fresh from the womb of a virgin 

named Mary, born of human flesh and blood so He could one day bleed and die on a 

cross . . . now that’s “Love.”  It is a love that never leaves or forsakes, a love that never 

fails us, a love that will never end . . . because the One who brings it lives forever!  

Indeed, Love came down at Christmas. 

Silent Prayer 

Call to Worship 

Pastor: (whisper)  When all was still, and it was midnight, 

People:  (whisper) your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal  

 throne. 

Pastor:  Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth! 

People:  Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after  

 day. 

Pastor:  Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all  

 peoples. 

People:  For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared  

 above all gods. 

Pastor:  (whisper)  When all was still, and it was midnight, 

People:  (whisper) your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal  

 throne. 
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Hymn: 383                   “A Great and Mighty Wonder”   

A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure! 

Refrain:  

Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 

“To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth!” 

The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. Refrain 

While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright angelic bands, 

Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain 

Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored, 

The infant born in Bethl’em, The Savior and the Lord. Refrain 

All idols then shall perish And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, Decreeing endless peace. Refrain 

(Stand) 

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

Pastor: God’s love came down in the Christ Child, a love that would bestow  

 upon each of us the grace of God and the forgiveness of our sins.   

 Therefore, let us confess our sins to remain in God’s love. 

People:  Father in heaven, we confess to you that we are born in sin and have  

 sinned in more ways than we can recount.  We have been selfish and  

 greedy.  We have spoken hurtful, harsh words.  We have cared more  

 about ourselves than others. We have been stingy when it comes to  

 loving others graciously and, at times, we have been loveless.   

 Forgive us our sins.  Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ.  Enfold us  

 in His love, cleanse us of our sins, and fill our hearts and souls with  

 His love. 
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Pastor:  God is faithful.  God is merciful. God is love. Upon this, your  

 confession, as a called and ordained servant of the loving Christ, and  

 by His command and authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name  

 of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Hymn of Praise: 700 stanzas 1,3,4  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n to earth come down!  

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown.  

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art;  

Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive;  

Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave.  

Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,  

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be;  

Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee,  

Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place  

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

(Sit) 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 55:1-7 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 

buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you 

spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not 

satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 

food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make 

with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, I made 

him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you 

shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run 

to you, because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has 

glorified you. “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let 

the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to 

the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon.   
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New Testament Reading: 1 John 4:7-16 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 

sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, 

not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another.  No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and 

his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because 

he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his 

Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love 

that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God 

abides in him. 

Responsive Gradual 

Pastor:  To us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

People:  And the government will be on his shoulders. 

Pastor:  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

People:  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Pastor:  Sing to the Lord a new song, 

People:  For he has done marvelous things. 

Hymn: 367                  Angels From the Realms of Glory”   

Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Refrain: 

   Come and worship, come and worship; Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Shepherds in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 
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Saints before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

(Stand) 

Reading from the Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 

the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 

fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 

prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 

name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did 

as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she 

had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

(Sit) 

Sermon Hymn:        “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”   

God rest ye merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,  

remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day  

to save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray.  

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy.  

From God our heav’nly Father a blessed angel came  

and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same;  

how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name.  

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. O tidings of comfort and joy.  

“Fear not”, then said the angel, “Let nothing you affright; 

this day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright,  

to free all those who trust in Him from Satan’s pow’r and might.”  

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. O tidings of comfort and joy.  
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Now to the Lord sing praises all you within this place,  

and with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace;  

this holy tide of Christmas all others doth deface.  

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. O tidings of comfort and joy.  

Sermon                    “A Love that is Out of this World”                  1 John 4:7-12 

Christmas Offerings 

(Stand) 

Christmas Prayers   

Pastor:  In heaven dwells a loving Father who invites us to come to Him in  

 prayer.  Let us approach His throne of grace on this holy night,  

 seeking His love, His grace, and His provision for both body and soul.   

 Lord of love, we come before you this night with thankful hearts for  

 the birth of our loving Lord Jesus.  We thank you for Jesus’  

 miraculous conception, His holy birth, His perfect life, and His  

 sacrificial death on the cross for our redemption. 

People:  Bless us by His love and grace and fill us with His Spirit this holy night. 

Pastor:  Lord of love, we pray that your gracious love would abound in our  

 lives, in our families, and in all our relationships.  Fill us with your  

 loving Spirit that we may love as You have loved us. 

People:  Help us to graciously love our spouse, our children and grandchildren,  

 our parents and grandparents and bind our families together by that  

 love.  Help us to love all people, forgiving their offenses and  

 accepting them as they are.  Help us even to love our enemies. 

Pastor:  Lord of love, look down in love upon St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and  

 School, that all we do may be formed by the love of Christ and  

 further His kingdom.  Bless our pastors, our principal, our teachers  

 and early childhood workers and all who serve, that they may serve  

 well together as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

People:  May we serve as people united through faith in Christ and may we be  

 mindful that all we do is to be done in the name of our loving Savior. 
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Pastor:   Lord of love, look down in love upon all who are sick or infirm, who  

 are distressed or dying. Comfort them by your Spirit. Remind them  

 of your never failing love. Grant them patience and perseverance in  

 their difficult days. 

People:  Grant them healing if you will, fill them with hope in Christ, and bless  

 them with peace from the One born to be their Prince of Peace. 

Pastor:  Lord of love, you have loved us in Christ with a love that goes  

 beyond full comprehension and a love that is literally out of this  

 world, as Christ left His throne above to humble Himself to be born  

 of a virgin in order to suffer and die for us sinners. 

People:  Grant us great awe and wonder as we ponder your great love for us.   

 Comfort and calm us by the love of Christ. Cleanse our hearts  

 through Christ’s sacrificial love for us.  And renew us by the Holy  

 Spirit to live in that amazing love and share it with others day by day. 

Pastor:  Lord of love, into your loving hands we commit all for whom we have  

 prayed, trusting that you will hear and answer us according to your  

 will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  

 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

People:  Amen.  

Holy Communion 

Preface 

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Pastor:    Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Pastor:    It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all  

 places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,  

 for in the mystery of the Word made flesh you have given us a new  

 revelation of your glory that, seeing you in the person of your Son,  

 we may be drawn to the love of those things which are not seen.   

 Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of  

 heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising  

 you and saying: 

Sanctus                 (to the tune Angels We Have Heard on High) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts almighty, 

Heav’n and all the earth are full 

Of Your might and majesty. 

Ho…….ly Lord, You alone are holy. 

Ho…….ly Lord, ever-blessed Trinity. 

The Lord’s Prayer       (to the tune of Away in a Manger) 

Our Father in heaven, all praise to Your name! 

Your kingdom among us, Your will done the same 

By mortals and angels.  Come, Lord, reign alone: 

Oh, hear us and bless us  From heaven’s high throne. 

The bread that we yearn for  Provide us each day; 

As we forgive others, our sins take away; 

In times of temptation, To lead us be near; 

From evil deliver  Your children most dear. 

For Yours is the kingdom—O’er all things You reign. 

And Yours is the power—all things You maintain. 

To You be the glory, resounding again 

From all of creation forever.  Amen. 

The Words of Institution  
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Agnus Dei            (Tune=LSB361, “O Little Town”) 

Lord Jesus, holy Lamb of God, You take our sins away; 

Lord Jesus, holy Lamb of God, You take our sins away. 

We who are gathered here now  Ask peace for all the earth; 

Grant Christmas peace to one and all, And heav’nly joy and mirth. 

(Sit) 

The Distribution of Christ’s Love in Bread and Wine  

Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS 

congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please 

see the pastor or an elder first. 

Hymn: 370  “What Child Is This”   

What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 

Hymn: 377  “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 

On Christmas night all Christians sing To hear the news the angels bring, 

On Christmas night all Christians sing To hear the news the angels bring, 

News of great joy, news of great mirth, News of our merciful King’s birth. 
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Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since our Redeemer made us glad, 

Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since our Redeemer made us gad, 

When from our sin He set us free, All for to gain our liberty? 

When sin departs before His grace, Then life and health come in its place, 

When sin departs before His grace, Then life and health come in its place; 

Angels and men with joy may sing, All for to see the newborn King. 

All out of darkness we have light, Which made the angels sing this night, 

All out of darkness we have light, Which made the angels sing this night: 

“Glory to God and peace to men Now and forevermore.  Amen.” 

Common Dismissal 

Candlelight Service   

As the Pastors light their candles from the Christ candle in the middle of the 

Advent wreath, the usher's come forward. The ushers light their candles from 

Pastors’ candles. They will bring the Light to worshipers at the end of each pew. 

(For the sake of safety, please hold lighted candles upright, dipping unlit 

candles into the flame of a lighted candle. We also ask that young children not 

hold their own candle, but instead hold a candle with one of their parents or 

use a battery operated candle.) 

Pastor:  In the gospel of John, Jesus said: “I am the light of the world.” 

People:  He went on to say, “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,  

 but have the light of life.” 

Pastor:  Yet, in His sermon on the mount, Jesus said to His followers: “You are  

 the light of the world. A City on a hill cannot be hidden.” 

People:  “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead  

 they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.” 

Pastor:  In the same way, let your lights shine before men, that they may see  

 your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Words of True Love 
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Candlelight Hymns 

                             The First Noel  W&R #229 

The first Noel, the angel did say,  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far,  

and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 

Refrain 

And by the light of that same star three wise men came from country far,  

to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. 

Refrain 

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord,  

who hath made heaven and earth of naught,  

and with his blood our life hath bought.  Refrain 

 

          It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  LSB #366 (vv. 1, 3, 4) 

It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all gracious king.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay To hear the angels sing. 

All you, beneath your heavy load, By care and guilt bent low, 

Who toil along a dreary way With painful steps and slow: 

Look up, for golden is the hour, Come swiftly on the wing, 

The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the angels sing. 

For lo, the days have come to pass By prophets seen of old, 

When down into the circling years Came Christ as was foretold. 

His word of peace shall to the earth God’s ancient promise bring, 

And all who take this gift will hear The song the angels sing.   
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                      Silent Night, Holy Night       LSB #363 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

(Stand) 

Final Sentences and Benediction 

Pastor:  (whisper)  When all was still, and it was midnight, 

People:  (whisper) your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal  

 throne. 

Pastor:   This is love: Not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His  

 Son as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

People:  Since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with us all . . . this  

 Christmas . . . and always. 

People:  Amen. 

The Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

(Please extinguish your candles) 

 

Worship Leader              Pastor Harold Bender 

Liturgist                                      Pastor Noah Kegley  

Organist                           Michelle Prince 


