I lay in fetters, groaning; You came to set me free.
I stood, my shame bemoaning; You came to honor me.
A glorious crown You give me, A treasure safe on high
That will not fail or leave me As earthly riches fly.

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
The Coming One?
December 10 & 11, 2016
5:00pm & 8:00am

Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling, That led You to embrace
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race.

AS WE GATHER
We are often tempted to think we deserve something better. If things don’t go as
planned, if crisis hits, or we are lacking happiness, we begin to question things. It
happens in life, and it also happens as a temptation in our life of faith. We are not left
alone in our wishing or our wondering about our Savior Jesus Christ and what He has
done for us. His Word of truth reminds us of His works and His ways. In today’s Lessons,
Isaiah gives a message of future hope to the hopeless people; James reminds us of the
Lord’s attributes even in times of our suffering; and in a time of questioning for the
imprisoned John the Baptist, Jesus brings a message of hope and confidence in his time
of need. Though we are sinful and no person deserves something “better,” by God’s
grace, we, too, receive that same reminder and message of hope of who God is and
what He’s done through Christ this Advent season and each day.

WELCOME
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." (Micah 5:2)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
+ PREPARATION +
OPENING HYMN #334 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright?
Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best.
Your Zion strews before You Green boughs and fairest palms;
And I too will adore You With joyous songs and psalms.
My heart shall bloom forever For You with praises new
And from Your name shall never Withhold the honor due.
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Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing Eternal life in heav’n.
He comes to judge the nations, A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering, And guide us safely home.
(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles progressively lit each
week remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin
and lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. In this Advent season
of preparing our hearts and minds to receive the promised Savior given
and born for us, we are assured that no matter what trials we may face,
Jesus’ works of salvation show that He is the Promised One. “Jesus
answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see:
People: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good
news preached to them.’ ”
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into
this world, bless us as we light these candles in preparation for your
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coming. Enter our hearts and minds with the light of your love that we
may welcome and receive you with joy as true and eternal King; for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Your word is a
lamp to my feet.
People: and a light to my path.

HYMN #352

The first, second, and third candles are lit.

Pastor: Our Lord invites us to come and see what He has done—He has given us
solid promises that guard our faith in days of sorrow, suffering,
confusion, conflict, and pain. He has sent His Son to be the Word of life.
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and through the
work of our Savior Jesus Christ, all of your sins are forgiven in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen. Thanks be to God!

SONG

“Thy Word Is a Lamp”

AGPS #247

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat)
When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, still you’re there right beside me,
and nothing will I fear as long as you are near. Please be near me to the end.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat)
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one another. We come humbly
before you, O Lord, recognizing that we have not always responded to
your grace in faithfulness and obedience. Often we feel we deserve
more or better, forgetting and rejecting your Word and your works of
salvation.
People: At times, we are lured by the world’s deceptions, consumed by greed,
passion, and desire. We fail to be thoroughly grounded in your Word.
Forgive us, dear Lord, for rejoicing in the temporal treasures on earth
instead of the eternal treasures of heaven.
Pastor: We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone.
People: Forgive my impatience and my neglect. By your Spirit, lead me to
greater faith, obedience, service, and repentance until your call to
eternal glory comes.
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“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

Stanzas 1-4

Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.
What the fathers most desired, What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year Stands fulfilled in glory here.
Abram’s promised great reward, Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord –
Him of two-fold race behold – Truly came, as long foretold.
As Your coming was in peace, Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me Which is Yours eternally.

HYMN #352

“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”

Stanzas 5 & 6

Bruise for me the serpent’s head That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith, Safely kept through life and death.
Then when You will come again As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face, Freely ransomed by Your grace.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our prayers and to
lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
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+ WORD +
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1–10 (The glories to be seen at the coming of
our Lord) The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and
blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see
the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the
knees that give way; say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God
will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save
you. Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then
will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth
in the wilderness and streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool, the
thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds
and papyrus will grow. And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness.
The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked
fools will not go about on it. No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on
it; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, and the
ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will
crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them and sorrow and sighing will flee
away.

EPISTLE James 5:7–11 (Patience in suffering as we wait for the Lord) Be patient, then,
brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its
valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient
and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against each other,
brothers, or you will be judged. The judge is standing at the door! Brothers, as an
example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name
of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have
heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The
Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

8:00 CHOIR ANTHEM

“Annunciation Carol”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2–15 (In John the Baptist’s doubt, Jesus affirms He is the
Promised One by the evidence of His ministry.) When John heard in prison what Christ
was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who was to come or should
we expect someone else?”Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and
see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the
man who does not fall away on account of me.”As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus
began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the desert to see? A
reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine
clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. Then what did you go out
to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom
it is written: ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before
you.’ I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone
greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to
come. He who has ears, let him hear.”
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #349

“Hark the Glad Sound”

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long;
Let every heart prepare a throne And every voice a song.
He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fetters yield.

Richard Proulx

A message came to a maiden young; The Angel stood beside her In shining robes and golden
tongue, he told what should betide her: The maid was lost in wonder, her world was torn
asunder Ah! How could she Christ’s mother be, by God’s most high decree. No greater news
could a messenger bring; for ’twas from that young mother He came who walked on the earth
as a king, and yet to all a brother His truth has spread like leaven: ‘Twill marry earth to heaven
Till all agree in charity, to dwell from sea to sea He came God’s word to the world here below;
and round him there did gather A band who found that this teacher to know, was e’en to know
the Father. He healed the sick who sought him, beside the sea of Galilee He set the nations free.
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And sometimes trumpets from Zion ring out. And tramping comes and drumming: “Thy kingdom
come,” so we cry; and they shout, “It comes!” and still is coming. Far, far ahead to win us; Till all
shall see that King is He. The Love from Galilee.

He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor.
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’ns eternal arches ring With Thy beloved name.
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SERMON

“What Do You Expect?”

Matthew 11:2-15

(Rise)
NICENE CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #373 “See amid the Winter’s Snow”

the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

See amid the winter’s snow, Born for us on earth below,
See, the gentle Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. Refrain

After each petition:
Pastor: . . . let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.
At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: . . . one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
+ SACRAMENT +
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
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Refrain: Hail, O ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this! Refrain
Teach, O teach us, holy Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee In Thy sweet humility. Refrain
HYMN #342 “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”
What hope! An Eden prophesied Where tame live with the wild;
The lamb and lion side by side, Led by a little child!
A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem, A branch from David’s line,
A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem: The fruit of God’s design.
As banner of God’s love unfurled, Christ came to suffer loss,
That by His death a dying world Would rally to the cross.
Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord, Lost Paradise restore;
Lead past the angel’s flaming sword – Come, open heaven’s door.
HYMN #350 “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”
Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee.
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Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou art my quest divine!
My hosannas and my palms Graciously receive, I pray Thee;
Evermore, as best I can, Savior, I will homage pay Thee,
And in faith I will embrace, Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.
Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
People: His steadfast love endures forever.
Pastor: We give you thanks, Christ our Redeemer, that you have refreshed us
through this free gift of grace. You have freed us from the chains of sin
and fear with your bonds of love in the fellowship of your body and
blood given and shed for the forgiveness of sins. Increase our faith to
help us to place our lives in the truth of your works for our salvation that
we may live in your freedom as joyful people. In your name we pray.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: Go and tell what you hear and see:
People: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good
news preached to them.
Pastor: The Lord is coming soon.
People: Come, Lord Jesus, come to set us free.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #338 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
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Wednesday December 14 at 10:00am & 6:00pm

Let's Go to Bethlehem
Where Christ Was Born

This will be our school children’s Christmas Program. Come and prepare your hearts &
minds for the birth of our Savior!

Sunday December 18 At our 10:30 worship service this
weekend, our Sunday School children will lead the service.

Saturday December 24
4:00, 6:00pm Candlelight Services
11:00pm Candlelight Service With Communion

Sunday December 25 at 9:00am Worship With Holy Communion

