
                                            THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
                                               Greater Things to Come! 
                                              December 16 & 17, 2017 
                                                         5:00pm & 8:00am 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
“The good old days.” “They don’t make them like they used to.” Oftentimes, we look to 
the past with a feeling of nostalgia. We think that things were better or safer or greater 
“back then.” Perhaps we have this feeling with good reason; after all, the future can be 
scary! What’s going to happen in the Middle East? Where is the economy headed? What 
kind of world will my children live in? Yet, in today’s Gospel, John assures his listeners of 
greater things to come. His message is one of hope in the coming Savior. In Christ, we, 
too, have greater things to come—including resurrection and life with Him forever. That’s 
reason for rejoicing, now and always! 

WELCOME 

              But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
  born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law,               
                            so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
                                                (Galatians 4:4-5, ESV) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                       PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #381    “Let Our Gladness Have No End” 

Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! 

Refrain:   
      On this day God gave us Christ, His Son, to save us; Christ, His Son, to save us. 

Prophesied in days of old, alleluia! God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! Refrain 

See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia! From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia! 
Refrain 

Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia! He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia! Refrain  
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(Rise) 
OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: Rejoice always, 
People: pray without ceasing, 
Pastor: give thanks in all circumstances; 
People: for this is the will of God 
All: in Christ Jesus for you.    

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  
Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
People: the light no darkness can overcome.  
Pastor: Let your light scatter the darkness 
People: and illumine your Church.  

HYMN                    “We Light the Advent Candle”  
We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come. 
With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

We light the Advent candle And thank the Lord for rest. 
With peace, we know our Jesus Has come to be our guest. 
This peace beyond all knowing Within our hearts is glowing. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

We light the Advent candle And sing with cheerful heart. 
With joy, we spread the message That God would us impart. 
Our joy is never ending; The Son to us is sending. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
Pastor:  “But test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of  
 evil.” Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer  
 and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the  
 fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess  
 before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and  
 deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  
 Together as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our  
 heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,  
 be merciful to me, a sinner. 
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  
 everlasting life. Amen.   
Pastor: “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may  
 your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of  
 our Lord Jesus Christ.” Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,  
 as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God  
 unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus  
 Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the   
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, 
People: we implore you to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our  
 hearts by your gracious visitation; 
Pastor: for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
 and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
                                                            WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 (“The LORD has anointed me to bring 
good news.”) The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim  
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liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim 
the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint 
spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may 
be glorified. They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
For I the LORD love justice;  I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their offspring shall be 
known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. I will 
greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a  
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,  and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 
sprout up before all the nations. 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 (“Rejoice always. Do not quench the Spirit.”) 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test 
everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil. Now may the God of 
peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will 
surely do it. 

CHOIR ANTHEM (5:00)        “Lord, You Left Your Throne” 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  John 1:6–8, 19–28 (“Make straight the way of the Lord.”)   There was a 

man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light. And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 
said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”  So they said to him, 
“Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about 
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yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the 
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” (Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.”  These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing. 

(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #341  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise your joyful songs of praise. 

A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings;  Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise. 

How blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise. 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace! 

Redeemer, come and open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name. 

SERMON                         “Bearing Witness to the Light” 
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(Rise) 
APOSTLES’ CREED  (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
(Be seated)   

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
After you are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and 
return the book to the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of 
those to greet after the service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Pastor: Let us approach the throne of God’s grace with boldness and the  
 confidence of faith that He will hear and answer us for Christ’s sake.  Lord  
 of the Church, we pray for all the people of God, that they would ever  
 rejoice in their salvation, pray without ceasing and bear witness to Jesus  
 Christ, the light of the world.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Lord of the harvest, we pray for those who are preparing to serve the  
 Church as pastors, teachers, deaconesses and directors of Christian  
 education, that they would be diligent in their studies, faithful to their  
 callings and a blessing to those they will serve.  Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Lord of salvation, we pray for mission work all around the world.  Bless  
 especially our Together in Mission partners, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family  
 and Rachel Meyer.  Prosper also the work of the Lutheran Women’s  
 Missionary League.  Bless all who share the Gospel that many more may  
 come to know Jesus as the Light of salvation.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor:  Lord of the nations, we pray for all leaders in government, praying that  
 they would govern wisely, administer justice fairly and not abuse the  
 authority that has been granted them.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor:  Lord God, our Emmanuel, bless and be with all those traveling in these  
 days to celebrate the Nativity with family and friends.  Guard and protect  
 them, grant them to reach their destinations safely, and bless their time  
 with loved ones to be joyful.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Compassionate Lord, bless and be with those who are hungry, homeless,  
 unemployed or find themselves in any kind of need.  Grant that they find  
 food, shelter and employment and come to know and trust that you will  
 provide their daily bread.  Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  God of every good and perfect gift, we give thanks for the gift of life and  
 join with Sarah as she rejoices in Brooke’s 11th birthday and gives thanks  
 for our St. Paul’s family.  Grant us to count our blessings every day and  
 bless our hearts with thankfulness.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  God of grace and mercy, we pray for those who gather at the altar today  
 to receive the very body and blood of Jesus.  Bless them with repentant  
 hearts and grant them to depart the table strengthened in faith toward  
 you and love for their neighbor.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.    
Pastor:  Lord of healing and hope, we pray for those who are ill, those recovering  
 and those who face difficult days, especially praying for Pat, Cliff, Jerry,  
 Dee, Dan, Judy, Manley, Debbie, Pat, Charles, Ruth, Shirley, Gladys, Herb,  
 Matthew, Russ, Arlene, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Jack, Shirley,  
 Jonathan, Helen, Leonard and Sarah.  Grant them comfort, healing,  
 patience and the sure knowledge that Jesus will never leave them or  
 forsake them.  Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor:  God of comfort and consolation, we pray for those who mourn, especially  
 the family and friends of Doris Janecky.  Grant that all who grieve may  
 find comfort in the promise of the resurrection from the dead and the  
 hope of reunion with those they love who have died in the faith.  Lord, in  
 your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
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Pastor:  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
 your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                                          SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                   Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another 
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please 
see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #354  “Arise, O Christian People” 

Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today; 
Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away. 
To us, by grace alone The truth and light were given; 
The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown. 

Prepare the way before Him; Prepare for Him the best. 
Cast out what would offend Him, This great, this heav’nly guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: The lowly valleys raising, 
The heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay. 

The humble heart and lowly God raises up on high; 
Beneath His feet in terror The haughty soul shall lie. 
The heart sincere and right, That heeds God’s invitation 
And makes true preparation It is the Lord’s delight.  
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Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; Turn not from me aside, 
And help me to receive You This blessed Advent-tide. 
From stall and manger low Come now to dwell within me; 
I’ll sing Your praises gladly And forth Your glory show. 

HYMN #348  “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 
The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes. 

Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky. 

Oh, brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose 
And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes. 

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face. 

The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of kings! 

HYMN #563  “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day, Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 
Fully absolved through these I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, Which at the mercy seat of God 
Pleads for the captives’ liberty, Was also shed in love for me. 

Lord, I believe, were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore, 
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made. 

When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
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(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you spoke through  
 John to point people to Jesus, the Christ. By the power of your Holy Spirit,  
 work through us to bear witness to Christ as well; through Jesus Christ,  
 your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
 God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: Rejoice always, 
People: pray without ceasing,  
Pastor: give thanks is all circumstances; 
People: for this is the will of God 
All: in Christ Jesus for you.  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you  
 peace.      
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #349             “Hark the Glad Sound” 
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long; 
Let every heart prepare a throne And every voice a song. 

He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fetters yield. 

He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor. 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’ns eternal arches ring With Thy beloved name.   
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