FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
God with Us . . . and His Name Is Jesus
December 17 & 18, 2016
5:00pm & 8:00am
AS WE GATHER
Millions of names exist in this world. Some are similar but have variations in different
languages. Some have great historic meaning, while others are created new because
they sound good to the name-giver. Yet with all the names that exist throughout the
nations, there is only one name that saves, and that name is Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior. As we enter the last week of Advent, we hear the power of His name prophesied
to Ahaz, affirmed in Romans, and spoken to Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father, prior to His
birth. And more than just a name, “Immanuel” is a sign that God is with His people. As
we approach Christmas joy, we give thanks for the name above all names, through
whom “the Lord saves.”

(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: As we approach the close of this season of Advent, we begin this time of
worship and recall our baptismal grace. In the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: To the Father, who is constantly with us, sustaining the created world,
People: God is with us.
Pastor: To the Son, born of a virgin,
People: come, Lord Jesus.
Pastor: To the Holy Spirit, by whom the Son, Immanuel, was conceived,
People: God is with us. Amen.

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles that have been
progressively lit each week remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer
the darkness of sin and lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. In
this final week of the Advent season, we come to know the meaning and
power of our Savior’s name. The angel spoke to Joseph, “She will bear a
son, and you shall call His name Jesus,
People: for He will save His people from their sins.”
Pastor: All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
People: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into
this world, bless us as we light these candles in the beginning of our
preparation for your coming. Enter our hearts and minds with the light
of your love that we may welcome and receive you with joy as true and
eternal King; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: At the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
People: in heaven and on earth and under the earth.
Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet
People: and a light to my path.
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All four candles are lit.

WELCOME
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." (Micah 5:2)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
+ PREPARATION +
OPENING HYMN #357

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Stanzas 1-4

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain
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SONG

“Thy Word Is a Lamp”

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat)
When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, still you’re there right beside me,
and nothing will I fear as long as you are near. Please be near me to the end.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat)
OPENING SENTENCES
Page 184
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
People: and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Page 184
Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and
for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the +Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
KYRIE ♬
Page 186
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ♬ “Glory to God in the Highest”
Page 187
Pastor: Glory be to God on high:
People:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord, God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY ♬
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: ♬ And with thy Spirit.
Pastor: Let us pray.
People: ♬ Amen.
(Be seated)
+ WORD +

Page 189

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10–17 (The sign of Immanuel) Again the LORD
spoke to Ahaz, "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in
the highest heights." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the
test."Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the
patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call
him Immanuel. He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong
and choose the right. But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose
the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. The LORD will bring on
you and on your people and on the house of your father a time unlike any since Ephraim
broke away from Judah-- he will bring the king of Assyria."
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

APOSTLES’ CREED
(Be seated)

EPISTLE Romans 1:1–7 (Greeting in Jesus’ name from Paul) Paul, a servant of Christ

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God--the gospel he
promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who
as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of
holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the
dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace
and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes
from faith. And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.To all
in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God
our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

SERMON HYMN #900 “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”
Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Name all other names above,
Unto which must ev’ry knee Bow in deep humility.
Jesus! Name decreed of old, To the maiden mother told,
Kneeling in her lowly cell, By the angel Gabriel.
Jesus! Name of priceless worth To the fallen of the earth
For the promise that it gave, “Jesus shall His people save.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Rise)
ALLELUIA ♬

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Jesus! Name of mercy mild, Given to the holy Child
When the cup of human woe First He tasted here below.
Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved Burst their fetters and are saved.

Page 190

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.
People: ♬
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18–25 (Joseph is told of the coming birth of Jesus and the
name He shall be given.) This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a
righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to
divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to
a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from
their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"-which means, "God with us." When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Pastor:
People: ♬
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Page 192

Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee Helpless, O our God, to Thee.
SERMON

“Shake the present to see…. What’s in it for me?

Matt. 1:18-25

(Rise)
OFFERTORY ♬
Page 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD & PAX DOMINI ♬
Page 197
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them saying: “Drink
of it all, of you; this cup is the new testament in My +blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.” The peace of the Lord be with you always.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for all God’s people and all people in need.
After each petition:
Pastor: Lord in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
At conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: … one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

People: ♬ Amen.

+ SACRAMENT +
PREFACE ♬
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
People: It is meet and right so to do.
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SANCTUS ♬
Page 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Page 196
Pastor Speaks – Congregation joins in singing.
Pastor: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.
People: ♬ For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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AGNUS DEI ♬
Page 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #621 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand.
King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears a way.
8 continued

At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”
HYMN #527 “O Savior, Precious Savior”
O Savior, precious Savior, Whom yet unseen we love;
O name of might and favor, All other names above,
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our holy Lord and King.
O bringer of salvation, Who wondrously has wrought
Thyself the revelation Of love beyond our thought,
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our gracious Lord and King.
In Thee all fullness dwelleth, All grace and pow’r divine;
The glory that excelleth, O Son of God, is Thine.
We worship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We praise Thee and confess Thee, Our glorious Lord and King.
O grant the consummation Of this our song above
In endless adoration And everlasting love;
Then shall we praise and bless Thee Where perfect praises ring,
And evermore confess Thee, Our Savior and our King!
HYMN #347 “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
“Comfort, comfort ye My people, Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Mourning ‘nearth their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover And her warfare now is over.”

Hark, the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling sinners to repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here.
O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God away;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him and the hills bow down to greet Him.
Make ye straight what long was crooked; Make the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That His Word is never broken.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
NUNC DIMITIS ♬
Page 199
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of
all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory
be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
THANKSGIVING ♬
Page 200
Pastor: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good,
People: ♬ and His mercy endureth forever.
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People: ♬ Amen.

Yea, her sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger He no more will see or heed.
She hath suffered many a day, Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness Into ever-springing gladness.

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS ♬
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: ♬ And with thy Spirit.
Pastor: Bless we the Lord.
People: ♬ Thanks be to God.
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Page 201

BENEDICTION ♬
Page 202
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you
and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you
and +give you peace.
People: ♬ Amen, amen, amen.
COMMON DISMISSAL
CLOSING HYMN #373

“See Amid the Winter’s Snow”

See amid the winter’s snow, Born for us on earth below,
See, the gentle Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years.
Refrain:

Hail, O ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. Refrain
Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this! Refrain
Teach, O teach us, holy Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee In Thy sweet humility. Refrain
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