FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
He Still Comes
December 2 & 3, 2017
AS WE GATHER
When a dignitary like a president, prime minister, or monarch comes to town, people
know it! Often, just for that one VIP, there is a police escort, support vehicles, and
multiple limousines. Crowds stand behind barriers, bodyguards surround the dignitary,
and everything is orchestrated to bring the leader swiftly and safely to his or her
destination. But not so, on Palm Sunday. Jesus rides a humble donkey. He plods down
the road at a slow pace. The crowds interact with Jesus, throwing their cloaks along His
way and waving palm branches. Jesus has no security detail—just His disciples. Jesus is a
different kind of dignitary. Even though the crowds may not fully realize it, He is the King
of kings and Lord of lords who comes in humility. This King chooses to come humbly and
lay down His life for those who line His way and for all people—including you.

OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
People: Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
All:
Hosanna in the highest!
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
People: the light no darkness can overcome.
Pastor: Let your light scatter the darkness
People: and illumine your Church.
HYMN

WELCOME
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons.
(Galatians 4:4-5, ESV)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #905 “Come, Thou Almighty King”
Come, Thou Almighty King, Help us Thy name to sing; Help us to praise;
Father all glorious, O’er all victorious, Come and reign over us , Ancient of Days.
Come, Thou incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword; Our prayer attend.
Come and Thy people bless, And give Thy Word success,
And let Thy righteousness On us descend.
Come, holy Comforter. Thy sacred witness bear In this glad hour!
Thou, who almighty art, Now rule in ev’ry heart, And ne’er from us depart,
Spirit of pow’r.

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: “We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away.”Since we are gathered to hear
God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people, let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly Father, seeking His
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

(Rise) To Thee, great One in Three, Eternal praises be Hence evermore!
Thy sov’reign majesty May we in glory see, And to eternity Love and adore.
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“We Light the Advent Candle”
We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come.
With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us home.
Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor.
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right!
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Pastor: “Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever.
Behold, please look, we are all your people.”
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come,
People: that by your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils
of our sins and saved by your mighty deliverance;
Pastor: for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 64:1–9 (“Oh that You would rend the heavens and
come down.”) Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains
might quake at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes
water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations
might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome things that we did not look
for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From of old no one has
heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those
who wait for him. You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember
you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a
long time, and shall we be saved? We have all become like one who is unclean, and all
our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities,
like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses
himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us
melt in the hand of our iniquities. But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay,
and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Be not so terribly angry,
O LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people.
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 (He will sustain you to the end.)
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to
my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ
Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even
as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— so that you are not lacking in
any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to
the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

GOSPEL VERSE
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Public domain

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 11:1–10 (“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will
not pass away.”) Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany,
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the
village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing
this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” And they
went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. And
some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” And
they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought the colt to
Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the
road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those
who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
Hosanna in the highest!”

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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SERMON HYMN #357

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Stanzas 1-4

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain
O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain
SERMON
HYMN #357

“Longing For His Coming”

Isaiah 64:1-9

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Stanzas 5-7

O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Refrain
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain
O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.
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(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Lord, you have given us the stars as markers of days and seasons, and
we thank you for bringing us to the beginning of a new Church Year.
Keep us faithful as look for and long for the coming of Jesus. Gather us
often to hear the proclamation of your Son and receive the gifts you so
freely bestow upon us. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Almighty God, we do not know the time the Son of Man will come, that
knowledge belongs only to you. Keep us wakeful, watchful and ever
ready for His arrival, so that we along with all your faithful people may
be gathered together in your eternal kingdom of glory. Lord, in your
mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord of all nations, as we await the full coming of your Kingdom, be with
all in authority, including the President, governors, and all who make,
administer and judge our laws. May they use the authority that you have
given them wisely and according to your will. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Lord, you are our Father, hide not your face from us. Look with
kindness especially upon Pat, Cliff, Dee, Dan, Jeff, Doris, Judy, Jonathan,
Manley, Jerry, Debbie, Pat, Charles, Ruth, Shirley, Gladys, Herb,
Matthew, Arlene, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Russ, Jack, Shirley,
Helen, Leonard, Sarah and all who cry out to you in time of need.
According to your will, give healing to the sick, comfort to those who
mourn and perseverance to those who suffer for the sake of your name.
Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God of comfort and hope, bless and be with Maxine Yanke and the rest
of the family and friends of Ervin, who has passed from this life to the
life that never ends. Enfold them in your loving arms, console them in
their time of grief, and finally wipe away all their tears, filling them with
hope and peace through faith in Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
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People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord, even as we anxious await your coming, you are with us in the here
and now in the bread and wine that is the body and blood of your
supper. May all who approach your table receive this Sacrament
worthily, so that with sins forgiven and faith strengthened your people
may shine forth the light of Christ in their lives. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord of glory, we remember with thankfulness all the faithful who have
gone before us and are now with you. Preserve and sustain us until the
end, so that we will all be presented guiltless before you in the day of
our Lord, Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

“Open Wide the Heavens’ Veil”
Open wide the heavens’ veil, Angels following Your trail.
Let the hills and valleys quake, Witness for Your glory’s sake.
We have eyes blind to Your Word; We have ears that have not heard.
Lord, forgive our unbelief; Give our aching souls relief.
Stir Your might, Lord; come to save All You’ve ransomed from the grave.
Let Your face in favor shine, That we see Your love divine.
Hail, Hosanna, heav’nly King—All creation joins to sing.
Once, Your power was concealed. Now, to all, it is revealed.
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

HYMN #333 “Once He Came in Blessing”
Once He came in blessing, All our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us.
Now He gently leads us; With Himself He feeds us
Precious food from heaven, Pledge of peace here given,
Manna that will nourish Souls that they may flourish.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 

Soon will come that hour When with mighty power
Christ will come in splendor And will judgment render,
With the faithful sharing Joy beyond comparing.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
(Be seated)

Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us.
Keep our hearts believing, That we, grace receiving,
Ever may confess You Till in heav’n we bless You.
HYMN #617

“O Lord, We Praise Thee”

LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.

O Lord we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish: O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy!
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8 continued

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another

Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast there-of remind us! O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mercy!

CLOSING HYMN #381 “Let Our Gladness Have No End”
Soloist will sing stanza 1, congregation joins in singing stanzas 2-4

May God bestow on us His grace and favor That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion! O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy!

Prophesied in days of old, alleluia! God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! Refrain

Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia!
Refrain: On this day God gave us Christ, His Son, to save us;
Christ, His Son, to save us.
See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia! From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia!
Refrain
Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia! He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia!
Refrain

COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
People: Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
All:
Hosanna in the highest!
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
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