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Dear fellow believers,
Advent. Preparation. Hope and expectation. The One who came. The One who comes to us in His
Word. The Word made flesh who is truly coming again. Advent is a special time of the church year.
The world wants to make Christmas a secular holiday. The world and the evil one wants to rob us of
what Christmas is really all about. And in my opinion, the world is doing a pretty good job in the minds
of many people in our nation. The stores are packed on Black Friday, the world’s sacrificial day, where
people sacrifice sleep and sanity just to get a good deal on this or that gift. How many people who are
consumed with consumerism will worship Jesus in spirit and truth on Christmas?
We need to take back Christmas, at least in our own hearts. This is not done by boycotting stores that
say “happy holidays” instead of “merry Christmas.” This is done by sharing the real meaning of Christmas
with all you meet. Whatever store you shop at . . . even if you shop on Black Friday . . . wish people a
“blessed Christmas.” Or you could be so bold as to thank them for helping you purchase your “earthly
gifts,” but then say, “I hope you know the real gift of Christmas is Jesus.” Or as Pastor Kahn from POBLO
shared with us, you could make the commitment to tell two people each day: “Jesus loves you and died
for you.”
For far too many people, Christmas is only a tradition with all the trimmings. Yet, in reality, it is about
the eternal, almighty, righteous God coming to earth as a small, seemingly helpless, holy infant, who
came not to condemn us for our sins, but to save us from them. How many people today know the real
meaning of Christmas? I am concerned that the number is growing smaller.
So, what to do? Well, come to church often in Advent. We have special midweek services with the
theme “From Everlasting to Everlasting,” which will focus on the truth of eternity and take a hard look
at our earthbound, temporary “earthly” life. Yet, the truth of God’s Word is that the eternal One came
to restore eternal life in the birth, life, sufferings, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
What else can you do? Well, keep on inviting others to join you in worship. Invite those family
members who sometimes struggle to get here. Invite friends and acquaintances. Invite anyone you
know to come and hear and be filled with the joy, the peace, and the hope that only Jesus can bring.
For He really is the reason for the season!
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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Bible Classes
Sunday Mornings at 9:15am
“The Parables of Jesus” Class meets in the Fellowship Hall Leader: Pastor Bender
“Search the Scriptures: 1st Corinthians” Class meets in Room 203 Leader: Pastor Stanton
WEEKLY WORSHIP
Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 8:00 &
10:30am

Monday Mornings at 11:30am

“Esther” Class meets in the Fellowship Hall

Leader: Laurel Privatt

Thursday Mornings at 10:00am
We will conclude “Joshua” and begin “Judges”
Class meets in the Fellowship Hall

Leader: Frank Gabler

Kid’s Bible Hour ~ Sunday at 9:15am

Senior High Bible Study
9:15am Sunday

No Class December 1st

Advent, Christmas

in the Instructional Room
Leaders: Mike & Erin Carson

and New Years Worship Times
Mid-Week Advent Worship ~ December 4th at 10:00am & 6:00pm
Mid-Week Advent Worship ~ December 11th at 10:00am & 6:00pm
Children’s Special Christmas Service (Grades Pre-K thru 3)
December 18th at 10:00am & 6:00pm
Christmas Eve ~ December 24th at 4:00, 6:00 & 11:00pm
Christmas Morning ~ December 25th at 9:00am
New Years Eve Worship ~ December 31st at 6:00pm
“Jesus Came, the heavens adoring”

LSB #353

Advent Dinners will be served at 4:45 pm each Wednesday in Advent.
December 4th
December 11th
December 18th
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Homemade chicken noodle soup, hotdogs, French bread with butter, fresh vegetables
with dip, chocolate peanut butter bars
Tater tot casserole, green beans, steamed fresh carrots, cream cheese coffee cake
Chili with toppings, French bread with butter, tossed green salad, chocolate cake
Kids meals with hotdogs are always available.
Volunteers are happily accepted to help set up & clean up.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School
Midweek Advent Services – 2013

“From Everlasting to Everlasting”
Week 1: December 4 – Pastor Bender
Theme: “Time and Eternity”
The focus of the readings and message will contrast how “time-bound” we humans are and the reality of
God’s eternal nature. During the season of Advent we prepare to receive the “eternal One” who literally
“stepped into time” in a womb and a manger . . . to bring us eternal gifts and restore immortality to a
world now succumb to sin and death.

Week 2: December 11 – Pastor Stanton
Theme: “An Eternal Covenant”
The focus of the readings and message will be the truth that the promised Messiah came to establish an
“eternal covenant”. Indeed, the prophet Isaiah declares that the Messiah himself will “be a covenant” for
the people. So Jesus, the Messiah, is Himself our new covenant. And the covenant He established is as
everlasting as the covenant maker. God’s people Israel broke the first covenant of Law, so God
established an eternal covenant in Christ. We partake of eternity every time we receive the Lord’s
Supper! Oh, what a mystery!!

Week 3: December 18 – The School Children
Theme: “Symbols of Eternity”
The focus of the program will begin with the Advent wreath as a circle that points us to the eternal
nature of God, who came to us at Christmas. The children will share with us other Christian symbols that
point us to our eternal God and the blessing that comes through the Christ Child.

Parish Nurse Officially Resigns
Our dear sister-in-Christ, Gretchen Ficken, has officially resigned as our
parish nurse. Gretchen served in this capacity for about 15 years or so.
Her declining health situation is going to make it impossible to serve in
this capacity in the future. She was a blessing to many, many people
over the years and she desires parish nursing to continue at St. Paul's.
We have several nurses in our congregation. We hope and pray that one
or two or even more will step up to help in this capacity. Please contact
the church office if you are gifted in the area of nursing and are
interested in serving in some way as a parish nurse.
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St. Paul’s Ladies Guild
Thanks to our Ladies The Mitten Barrel is back! Please drop off new or gently used mittens, hats,
scarves or socks in the barrel in the narthex. They will be delivered to the needy. Thank you in
advance for your generous donations!

Ladies Aid Christmas Luncheon

Ladies Aid will celebrate the Christmas season on Wednesday December 4th starting at
11:00am (right after the Advent worship service). All ladies of the congregation are welcome to
join us for Bible study, Christmas entertainment and our special Christmas pot-luck. Please
remember to bring your mite offering for LWML and the handmade Christmas cards for the
military.

Widows Lunch

The next Widows Lunch will be December 11th at 11:30am (right after the Advent worship service) at
The Forum Restaurant 4711 S. 108th Street.

Ladies Book Club
We will not be meeting in December, but will resume on January 13, 2014. Our selection is
“Home Front” by Kristen Hannah. If you enjoy reading and fellowship, please consider coming to
book club. If you have any questions please email Jennifer Ricard at 4ricards@att.net or call 5464652. Hope to see you there!

Advent By Candlelight
Ladies,
You are invited to this special event
Sunday December 8th at 3:00pm. We will
again take a journey through the
Advent/Christmas season with a brief
program of word and song. This event,
presented by the women of St. Paul’s
Choir, will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
Prior to the program, enjoy fellowship,
sweet treats and viewing beautifully
decorated tables. You may sign up in the
Fellowship Hall after the Saturday service
or between services on Sunday. You will
be given a ticket, which will reserve a
seat for a numbered table. If you wish to
sit with a friend, sign up at the same time
for that table. If you need more
information, contact Judy Conrad 414321-3895.
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Merry Christmas
from St. Paul’s
Senior Fun
Seekers
Be sure to join us
in 2014 as we
enjoy more fun &
adventures!

Consecrated Stewards … The Journey Continues
Throughout life we are called to make commitments. We sign contracts and legal agreements, promissory notes,
and other documents when we buy a house, car, or other needs. There are commitments we make when we apply
for admission to a college, or for a job with an employer.
Of course, one of the great gifts we can give to another is the commitment of marriage. Jesus said, “For this reason
a man will leave his father and his mother and be united to his wife...” (Matthew 19:5) Love is never cheap. There is
always a price it is willing to bear for another.
There is, of course, no higher commitment, no greater love than that which God has shown for us in His Son. “For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16) In the same way, God has called us to reflect His love by “feeding His sheep”, to “pick
up our cross and follow Him” in mission and ministry.
Our congregation is participating in the second phase of the Consecrated Stewards emphasis in January and
February of 2014. As with last year, there will be two Bible Study opportunities each week, titled: “MATTERS OF THE
HEART”. Beginning on Saturday, January 4, there will be a class at 3:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. The following day,
on Sunday, January 5, there will be another class at 9:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Both classes will be held each
weekend for six weeks. CONSECRATION / COMMITMENT WEEKEND will be February 15 and 16, 2014. Join us!

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
December 7 & 21 at 7:00am
in the Fellowship Hall
Leader: Pastor Bender
Bring a friend!

GROUNDWORK GUATEMALA
St. Paul’s will be sending a mission team to Guatemala November 1-8, 2014, and it
is time to form our mission team. We are anxious to welcome new members!
Each day in Guatemala begins with waking up to the beauty of the ring of
volcanoes surrounding Guatemala City. After breakfast, we spend about an hour in
Bible Study with the local Guatemalan missionaries, then gather our teaching
materials and prepare to go to a village. Our van ride is a fun time for getting to
know each other and the local missionaries, lots of sharing, laughter, and
sometimes singing.
We begin our village visits with “home visits”. Guided by the Holy Spirit (really!),
we stop at various homes and get to meet the Guatemalan people. Often, they
have specific problems that we may address, such as health issues, need for faith
reassurance, money problems, lack of food. We are warmly welcomed, and do
what we can to help. Scripture and prayer are shared.

Camp LuWiSoMo
Camp LuWiSoMo has some
fun events coming
up & you’re invited!
Check out their website at
www.luwisomo.org
for information.

The morning winds down, and we gather for gourmet PBJ sandwiches prepared
under the supervision of Chef Bob Reynolds. In the afternoon, we meet the kids
and adults who flock to our lessons. We have a Praise Service of enthusiastic
singing, followed by a specific Bible lesson, and then crafts with the kids. In
addition to dealing with many young children, Groundwork has also started
lessons for older kids & teens that is well- attended and hopefully will keep them
engaged with their growing faith. After the lessons the local missionaries provide a
nutritious snack for the kids, often their best meal of the week.
We head back to the mission house, physically tired but spiritually energized by all
that we have seen and done. Ginny will have another wonderful hot meal for us.
We have time to clean up, relax and share our feelings and experiences with the
rest of the team, and in our journals. We finish the day with a short devotion, led
by one of the team members.
Groundwork Guatemala is a life-changing, faith-strengthening experience. We
hope you will prayerfully consider joining us in November 2014. Our team
meetings will begin in January, and we will meet once or twice a month to prepare
our lessons, gather materials, etc. Through congregational support and several
fundraisers, we hope to keep expenses to about $500 per person.
To join our team, or for further information, contact Lenore VanSanten at 262784-0613 or any of the current tem members.
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For unto us a child is born Unto us a Son is given.
Hush baby Jesus, the Father above
Look down from His heaven to bless thee with love.
The rays of His glory shine down on Thy head
And guardian angels keep watch ‘round Thy bed.
By Rev. Charles Found
Elaine Lemke’s cousin

Would you like to help
beautify the Church for
Christmas this year?
We will be decorating the
Church on
Sunday December 1st
at Noon.

Please call Darla Leitermann
if you’d like to help.
Don’t Forget

414-327-4252.
Friendship Weekend
November 30 – December 1

Interesting Holiday Facts
·

$27 Billion – Retail Sales by nation’s department stores in 2011

·

22,534 – The number of electronic shopping and mail-order houses in 2011

·

$1.03 Billion - The value of U.S. imports of Christmas tree ornaments from
China between January and September 2012

Place names associated with the holiday season consist of a dozen places named
Holly including Mount Holly, N.C. and Holly Springs, Miss.. There is Snowflake, Ariz.,
Santa Claus, Ind., North Pole, Alaska, Noel, Mo. and -- if you know about reindeer -Dasher, Ga. and the village of Rudolph, Wis.. There is also Santa Claus, Ga..
Resource: U.S. Census Bureau

Lutheran A Cappella Choir Christmas Concert
December 6th & 8th
Information is available at www.lutheranacappella.org
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The Angel said
unto them
“Behold, I bring
tidings of great
joy.” Luke 2:10
Merry Christmas and many
Blessings in the New Year.
From the Board of Finance

St. Paul’s Youth

Piano Recital

Martin Luther HS Middle

School Dance

th

December 7 at
1:00pm in the
Church

Senior Youth Event

December 6th

December 1st 2013

7:00 – 9:00pm
in the High School’s
Cafeteria

2:00pm
In the Youth Room

Come and help assemble & send out college care packages and learn
about your special senior buddy.

Youth Bake Sale
December 21 & 22
Stop by & pick up some Christmas goodies
and support the
Youth of St. Paul’s!
Calling all St. Paul’s Bakers
The St. Paul’s Senior & Junior High Youth are having their Annual Bake Sale
and we need your help!
We are in need of baked goods (cookies, cakes, pies, bread, whatever is
th
your specialty); items can be brought to the kitchen Friday December 20
st
during school hours or Saturday December 21 from 1 to 3pm. Please mark
items “bake sale”

“A Song Was Born at Christmas”

Lutheran High Schools Association
OUR THREE SCHOOLS IN CONCERT

Presented by the Martin Luther High School Music
Department

It’s a musical celebration and you are invited.
On Saturday December 7th select choirs and
musicians from Milwaukee Lutheran, Martin
Luther and Lake Country Lutheran will perform
at a free concert at Milwaukee Lutheran’s
Field House at 7:00pm.

2013 Christmas Concert
December 13 & 14, 2013
7:00pm
From The Altar Guild

The 2014 flower chart is now available in the narthex for you to sign up to sponsor flowers.
When you sponsor flowers, our new policy is to place your check in an envelope marked ALTAR FLOWERS and place it in the
collection basket. To keep our records straight, this is very important.
Checks should be made payable to ST PAULS ALTAR GUILD.
Flowers are still $25.oo per bouquet.
Please call the Church office to let them know what you’d like in the bulletin no later than the Tuesday before you’ve
sponsored them. If a message has not been received, your name only will appear in the bulletin.
The money is payable the week you have sponsored the flowers.
If you have any questions, please call Jean Weigand at 262-784-1494.
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December 2013
Monthly Planner
Sunday

M onday

Tue sday

We dne s day

Thurs day

Friday

Sat ur day

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

12:00 PM Church

9:00 AM Tai Chi

6:30 PM Boards

11:00 AM L adies Aid

9:00 AM Tai Chi

Sr . Fun Seek er s
Chr istmas
Concer t

7:00 AM Men's
Breakfast

Decorating

Christmas Lunch

11:30 AM Bible Class

Fri end sh i p
Weeken d

10:00 AM Bible Class

4:45 PM Ad vent Dinne r

"Joshua"

1:00 PM Piano Recital
5:00 P M Worship

A dv e nt Wo r sh ip 5:30 PM Finance
10:00am & 6:00pm6:00 PM Bells

Wor ship 8:0 0 &
10 :3 0am

Advent by Candlelight
set up

7:15 PM Choir

8

9

10

11

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:00 AM Tai Chi

6:00 PM Council 11:30 AM Widows

9:15 AM Kids Bible

11:30 AM Bible Class

Lunch

Hour

12

13

14

9:00 AM Tai Chi

Rangerette H oliday

9:00 AM Market Day

10:00 AM Bible Class

4:45 PM Ad vent Dinne r

Event

5:00 P M Worship

"Judg es"

A dv e nt Wo r sh ip 6:00 PM Bells
10:00am & 6:00pm7:15 PM Choir

Advent By Candlelight
Fellowship Hall

Wor ship 8:0 0 &
10 :3 0am

15

16

17

18

19

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:00 AM Tai Chi

4:45 PM Ad vent Dinne r

9:00 AM Tai Chi

9:15 AM Kids Bible

11:30 AM Bible Class

6:30 PM Elde r s
??

Hour

Wor ship 8:0 0 &
10 :3 0am

20

21
7:00 AM Men's
Breakfast

A dv e nt Wo r sh ip 10:00 AM Bible Class
10:00am & 6:00pm "Judg es"
6:00 PM Bells

5:00 P M Worship

Youth Ba ke Sa le

7:15 PM Choir

22

23

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:00 AM Tai Chi

9:15 AM Kids Bible

11:30 AM Bible Class

Hour

Wor ship 8:0 0 &
10 :3 0am

24

25

26

27

28
5:00 P M Worship

Ch ristmas Eve Ch ristmas D ay
W o rship 4:00,
W o rship
6:00 &
9:00am
11:00p m

Youth Ba ke Sa le

29

30

31

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:00 AM Tai Chi

9:15 AM Kids Bible

11:30 AM Bible Class

New Years Eve
W or ship 6:00pm

Hour

Wor ship 8:0 0 &
10 :3 0am
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November 13
S M T W T F

S

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

January 14
S M T W T F
5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

S
4
11
18
25

KIDS BIBLE HOUR (formerly Sunday School)
Is excited to offer 2 different Fundraising opportunities
TheCashCoupon.com is a unique online coupon service. TheCashCoupon.com customers have 24/7
access to an endless supply of exclusive discounts on services and products at their favorite places.
You can print the coupons or display them on your mobile phone to redeem. One Cash Coupon Card
sells for $10 and will allow each customer to access any 20 offers on the site. It is known that these
offers make good economic sense. The coupons reflect outstanding deals, have no expiration date
until printed (so don’t print them until you decide to use them, once printed you will only have 5 days to
use them).
Benefits: We, as the organization keep the entire $10, the local business owners benefit from all
the additional traffic and you the members of St. Paul’s and the community get to save money while
supporting local businesses!
Here are just a few of the outstanding deals you could use with your Cash Coupons:
Honeydip Donuts, Hales Corners (5158 S 108th St.) - 50% OFF! Enjoy up to 2 dozen donuts off the regular price! Valid
Anytime!
Paulee's Barbacoa & Catering, Milwaukee (3135 S. 92nd St.)- Show your coupon along with the purchase of a BBQ Rib Tip
Dinner from our "Big Daddy Smoker", and get a 1 lb. Rib Tip Dinner for only .99 cents!
Classic Lanes, Greenfield (5404 W. Layton Avenue)- Show your Cash Coupon for 2 FREE GAMES OF OPEN BOWLING &
FREE SHOE RENTAL FOR 4 People! Based on lane availability. Show your Cash Coupon, Buy 1 Pizza and Get 1 Pizza
FREE.
Pirates Cove Adventure Golf and Family Fun Center, Wisconsin Dells- Save 20% Per Person On Your First 18 Hole Round
Of Adventure Golf. Choose from any of our 5 different mini-golf courses. While you're here, take advantage of our Family
Fun Center - with excellent rates on unlimited passes, this is a must stop when you're in the Dells!
Monaco Motel, Wisconsin Dells- Get free passes to Chula-vista in/outdoor waterpark each day of your stay and 40% off
Noah's Ark tickets.
Subway, Milwaukee (3027 S. 60th St.) and West Milwaukee (1627 Miller Parkway)- Purchase ANY of our regular priced subs
and get a second sub of equal or lesser value...ABSOLUTELY FREE!
Big Ebe's Pizza, West Allis (9125 W. Lincoln Ave)- Show your Cash Coupon and enjoy $15 of Big Ebe's amazing pizza for
only $7.50!
Discount Liquor, Milwaukee (5031 W. Oklahoma Ave)- 1 (One) Free Case of Chippewa Springs 24pk 16.9oz Bottled Water
with any $20.00 or greater purchase.

HOW TO PURCHASE YOUR CASH COUPON CARD: We will be available in the church narthex
following all worship services through December 22nd, or in Room 103 during Kids Bible Hour. Cash
Coupon Cards will continue to be available upon request in Room 103 (during Kids Bible Hour) or by
contacting Diane Ross (327-2154) or Carol Percell (541-9515).
Thank you for your support and enjoy your coupons and savings!
PLEASE SEE THE NEXT PAGE FOR ANOTHER $ SAVING OPPORTUNITY

Makes a nice
Christmas Gift!
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ENJOY THE CITY Milwaukee (and surrounding areas) is designed with you in mind, helping people to
enjoy fantastic savings at local businesses.

Merchants included in the 2014 Enjoy the City book:
Antigua Real
The Black Kettle
Cousins Subs
Fanatics
Fratelli’s
Habanero’s
Johnny Hammers
Las Esmeraldas
Mayura
Panda Hut
Rocky Rococo
Sake Tumi
Schlotzky’s
Taco Amigo
Zarletti
Adventure Rock Climbing Gym
Gastrau’s Golf
Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Mustangs
New Berlin Hills
Waukesha County Parks
Avis
Catherines
Dicks’ Sporting Goods
Firestone

Big Ebe’s
Capitol Café
Crawdaddy’s
Fiesta Garibaldi
George Webb
IHOP
Klasiana Pizza
Las Fajitas
Moe’s
Papa John’s
Roly Poly
Senor Tomas
Solly’s Grille
Taste of India

Bigg’s Roadhouse
China Wok
De Rango’s
Final Approach
Great Wall
Irina’s Kitchen
La Toscana
Marco’s Pizza
Oscar’s
Pizza Shuttle
Rustico
Sofia’s
Stone Creek Coffee
Venice Club

Betty Brinn Museum
Lasertag Adventure
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Wave
Petrifying Spring Golf

Comedy Sportz
Mad Science
Milw. County Parks
Monkey Joe’s
Spring Valley Golf

Budget
Cookies By Design
Dunham’s Sports
Glendale Market Cleaners

Carriage Cleaners
Cypress Cleaners
Fashion Bug

How to purchase your ENJOY THE CITY BOOK:
We will be available in the church narthex following all worship services December 7
& 8, 14 & 15 and 21 & 22 OR in Room 103 during Kids Bible Hour OR from the
church office during the week OR by contacting Diane Ross at 327-2154 or Carol
Percell at 541-9515.
The cost of each book is $20 and we will earn 50% or $10 for each book sold.
Thank you for your support!!
ENJOY THE CITY BOOKS make great Christmas gifts – Have a Blessed Christmas!
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Can you imagine being homeless and then not even having a winter coat to keep warm?
With your help we can change that!
St. Paul’s Rangerette’s are doing a
WINTER COAT DRIVE
We are collecting all sizes and styles new or slightly used winter coats
Collection boxes are located in the Church narthex, Grant St.
School reception area or by the main school offices.

Please help make someone warm not only physically but with the
LOVE of our Lord Jesus!
Thank you!
Any questions please contact Kelly Crist 559-9122 or kcrist@wi.rr.com.

The winter session of St. Paul’s Toddler Class begins January 7th for children
ages 2-3 not enrolled in our day school 3 yr old program. The toddler must be
accompanied by a parent or relative for the entire time from 6:00 – 7:15pm. The
class will be held at the ECC on Tuesdays for 8 weeks and costs $65.00.
Enrollment forms are in the narthex and in school.
Please ask Jo Shemanske if you have questions at 541-6251 ext. 2503.

Family Christmas Drama
At Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church
9741 W. Beloit Road
December 7th
6:00-6:30pm “The Children’s Christmas”
7:00-8:00pm “The Nativity Scene”
An offering for Operation Christmas Child will be received.
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Milwaukee Lutheran Bel Canto Choir Presents
Musical Selections from Riverdance
Saturday & Sunday December 14th & 15th at 6:30pm
Enjoy an evening of music & dessert
Tickets: $10 Seniors
$7 Students & Children under 13 $5
Additional information & ticket order form available at
www.milwaukeelutheran.org or call Milwaukee Lutheran High School
414-461-6000

Trinity Ladies Aid
Holly Fair
December 7th
9:00am – 2:00pm
Trinity Lutheran Church
2500 S. 68th Street
West Allis
Cookies, Homemade Bakery, Crafts, Gift Items, Luncheon

Giving Tuesday --- December 3, 2013
What is Giving Tuesday?
Giving Tuesday is a call to action to celebrate giving and encourage increased personal philanthropy.
It is a day set aside for focusing on supporting the nonprofits most meaningful to the giver.
Giving Tuesday follows on the heels of “Cyber Monday”, “Small Business Saturday” and “Black Friday”events that benefit the retail industry and “kick off” the holiday shopping frenzy. In a full-circle move, Giving
Tuesday partners conceived the idea of a day for amplifying small acts of kindness to super-charge giving in an
effort to change the world for the better.
In creating a day focused on giving to charitable efforts, Giving Tuesday aspires to instill in others the joy of
philanthropic giving!
What is the LCMS role in Giving Tuesday?
The LCMS is joining in the Giving Tuesday movement and encouraging gifts to the LCMS Global Mission Fund
which will be used in the U.S. and around the world where needed most as we work to carry out the church’s
Witness, Mercy, Life Together ministry.
God’s Word provides numerous examples of how we should give. Consider the parable of the talents (Matt.
25:14-30) and the recounting of the widow’s offering (Luke: 21:1-4 Mark 12:41-44). As God’s redeemed
stewards, joyous giving is our grateful response to all that He has done for us in Christ.
Your gift to the LCMS Global Mission Fund will be used to bear witness to Christ and serve with mercy the
many people who are hurting and in need.
Submitted by Nancy Gottschalk
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