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FROM THE PASTOR…
It was December of 1969, on the corner across from my high school. An open field then…a gas station sits
there now. I had launched a new career as a sales rep. for our annual FFA Christmas tree sale; that year to
benefit a Vietnam Veteran who had just returned from that conflict missing both legs after stepping on a
land mine. It was cold and snowing. Thankfully, one of my fellow students had transported an “office” to
our sales lot – an old outhouse from his family’s chicken farm. It was an ideal setup. In those pre-artificial
tree days (if you don’t count those shiny aluminum trees), sales were brisk. Douglas firs, white firs,
pines…we had it covered.
“Of course,” we’d tell our customers, “all pine species develop that crook in their trunk during their third
growth year. Just buy an adjustable stand from Sears and you’ll be fine.” The big, tall trees would sell for
six or seven dollars. The short scraggly ones for a buck or two. “There’s always a thin side,” we’d advise
expertly. “It’s the side that faced South while the tree grew. Just face it into the corner.”
Once again we find ourselves approaching the celebration of our Lord’s birth at Bethlehem
as the heavenly host sang their Glorias to some shepherds who were keeping watch over
their flocks that night …And when we realize that those tiny little hands reaching up from
the manger would one day reach up to heaven, nailed to a cross, we are struck with awe.
“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.” the angel told the
shepherds, “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.”
That’s the joy and glory of Christmas. Not the trees and decorations, the toys and gifts,
the family gatherings and splendid feasts, as wonderful as they all are – But the fact that we
have a Lord and Savior in Jesus Christ, born for us. And so we join our voices with the heavenly
choir: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men upon whom His favor rests.”
Christmas Blessings to all of you! Pastor Stanton
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Bible Classes
Sunday Mornings at 9:15am
Pastor Bender’s Class “The Revelation to
St. John” is the topic of study. All adult
members are invited and encouraged to study
God’s Word that it might be more deeply
rooted in your heart and soul. The class
meets at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall each
Sunday morning. Coffee and baked goods
are an added enticement.

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
As we enter a new church year with the season of Advent, it
is a great time to join Men's Bible Breakfast. We will begin
a new study of the Gospel of St. Matthew in the month of
December. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each
month (December 13 & 27 this month) at 7:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. We eat, pray, and study God's
Word. On December 13, we will finish up a few things
regarding Noah and Holy History.
All men are welcome; come and bring a friend!

Monday Mornings at 11:30am
“Romans” Bible Class meets in the Fellowship Hall Leader: Laurel Privatt
Thursday Mornings at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
Christmas traditions, Christmas texts, and the Real St. Nick will be the theme of
our Thursday morning Bible Study. We will begin each class by sharing a few Christmas traditions
that truly point us to Christ, the reason for the season. Come ready to share some of your
traditions, past and present. We will also look at some of the prophetic texts from Holy Scripture to
better understand the amazing gifts and promises yet to be fulfilled that are found in many
Christmas Scriptures. We will end the study looking at the true St. Nicolas, who was a Christian in
Asia Minor who gave gifts to the poor.

Kids Bible Hour 9:15am each Sunday
Senior High Bible Study 9:15am in the Instructional Room
Leaders: Mike & Erin Carson

Kids Bible Hour Christmas Program “Hark the Herald”
Sunday December 21st at 10:30am
The Christmas story is presented in the framework of the beloved hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,”
showing how Charles Wesley crafted the hymn based on Scripture verses found throughout the Old and New
Testaments.
Kids Bible Hour is selling the 2014-2015 Enjoy the City Books in December. The Enjoy the City book offers a
variety of coupons for “2 for 1 deals”. The cost is $20 for each book, and the Kid’s Bible Hour receives $10
in profit. Books can be purchased in the narthex following worship services, in Room 103 during Kids Bible
Hour, weekdays in the church office, or by calling Diane at 327-2154 or Carol at 541-9515. An Enjoy the City
book would be a great Christmas gift for the person on your list who is hard to buy for.
At the time of this writing, we are in the process of coordinating a fundraiser with a new restaurant in the
West Allis area. Please watch for details in the bulletin as to how you will be able to support both a local
small business and Kids Bible Hour. Thank you in advance for your support of Kids Bible Hour!
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Sharing God’s Bounty
December
Overjoyed by the Star
In Matthew 2, we read about the Visit of the Magi. Following the star, inquiring at the king's palace, informed by
the priests where to find the Child, they trudged with determination to Bethlehem, bringing with them the gifts they
planned to present as they worshiped him. “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house,
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh” (Matthew 2:10-11).
What did the Wise Men from the East know about this Baby or his family? Not much. Yet they came in faith,
bringing gifts with them to honor him. How far did they travel? How long was their trip? We can surmise, but what's
important to know is that, for them, the trip with all its drudgery was worth it. “They were overjoyed.”
How long a trip are we prepared to make this Christmas to worship the Christ Child? Are we willing to put up with
inconvenience and sacrifice in order that we might come before him with our gifts, offering them in faith, as the Wise
Men did?
What causes our joy this Christmas season? Is it seeing the eyes of little children light up when they open their
presents? That's good. Is it finding exactly the right gift for someone special? That's good, too. But are we
"overjoyed" when we see the star? Contrary to the messages we hear in the commercials and even the seasonal
songs, the only thing Christmas is about is the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world.
Along with doing all the wonderful things that are good to do at this time of the year, including the visiting of sick
and the shut-in, the baking of goodies for food banks, the sharing of financial resources with those in need, and all
the shopping and caroling and everything else, let's find our joy in seeing the star. That star points us to Jesus and
leads us to the Cross. Let us “open our treasures” and worship him with our best and most precious gifts as the Wise
Men did.

Perhaps the real significance of giving is what it does to the steward. What matters to
God is not the gift, but the giver. Stewardship is God’s invitation to a way of life. It
helps us to overcome our selfishness and love of things. What we do with what we
have been given is a sign to God and to the world of the depth and meaning or our
commitment.
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Ladies Aid
All ladies of the congregation are invited to come and celebrate with the Ladies Aid on
Wednesday, December 3rd. The meeting will begin after the 10 am Advent
service. We will have Christmas entertainment followed by a pot-luck
luncheon. Our Christmas project will benefit the Place of Refuge. Please bring an
article for babies (soap, shampoo, toys, blankets, clothes size 3 – 6 months, etc.) wrapped and
labeled for a boy or girl. LWML mites will also be collected. Come and join us for good food and
fellowship.
Widows Lunch
The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday December 10th at The Forum 4711 S. 108th
Street at 11:00am.
Elizabeth Ministry
Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.
Ladies Book Club
Ladies Book Club will be on Monday December 8th at 6:30pm at the ECC. If you have
any questions, please email Jennifer Ricard at 4ricards@att.net.
Advent By Candlelight
December 7th at 3:00pm. For information, you may contact: Judy Conrad (414-321-3895).
Senior Fun Seekers
Watch upcoming newsletters & the church bulletins for details on the fun things planned for 2015.
The Mitten Barrel Is Back!
Now accepting gently used or new
mittens, gloves, scarves & socks. They
will be distributed by our Ladies
Guild to people in need. The barrel
can be found in the narthex
throughout the Winter months.

Thank you to Merle Hess for using her God
given talents in creating the lovely cover for
our Grand Piano!
The funds for this project were received through a
special memorial.

Parents of College Students – We need your help!
In early December the St. Paul’s Senior Youth will be putting together care packages to send off to
our college youth who call St. Paul’s home. Yet, we need their addresses to send them a gift pack
and word of encouragement. So, if you have a college student, please call the church office and
give us their address so we can bless them with care in December.
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Advent & Christmas Worship
Wednesday December 3rd 10:00am & 6:00pm
Wednesday December 10th 10:00am & 6:00pm
Wednesday December 17th 10:00am & 6:00pm

Christmas Eve December 24th 4:00, 6:00 & 11:00pm
Christmas Day December 25th 9:00am
With Communion

New Years Eve December 31st 6:00pm
With Communion

Midweek Advent Services
“Prepare the Way of the Lord! Make straight paths for Him.” (Matthew 3:3)
That is what Advent is all about. Preparing for the coming of the Lord, who came veiled in
flesh as a baby in His first visitation and is coming again in glory with all His angels when He
returns to judge the living and the dead. He is coming! Christ is coming! Christmas is coming!
It is time to prepare!!
Well, what are some of the traditional preparations we make in the weeks to come? We buy
gifts for family members and other loved ones. Many of us put up pre-lit Christmas trees or
even go out and purchase or cut down a live evergreen tree. Most of us have special plans for
gathering with our families on services will help us do just that, using our traditional
preparations as a metaphor for what truly preparing for Christmas is all about.
December 3 – Preparing for the Perfect Gift
December 10 – Gazing upon the Perfect Tree
December 17 – The Perfect Family Gathering
Preparing for Christmas is all about receiving what Jesus came to bring us: the peace of God,
the pardon of God, and the abiding presence of God among us. Gather each Wednesday and
you will be prepared to celebrate Christmas in Spirit and Truth. Services will be held at 10:00
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Wednesday. Thanks to God’s gift of Shelly Mueller, Advent meals
will be ready about 4:45 p.m. each Wednesday night.
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Advent Dinners
Advent Dinners will be held in the Fellowship Hall at 4:45pm each Wednesday in Advent.
Volunteers are always needed to help prepare the food & clean up afterwards.
Here’s the Menu:
December 3rd ~

Cream of chicken Vegetable Soup, French Bread, Fresh Vegetables
with Ranch, Hotdogs, Chips, Pickles & Dessert

December 10th ~ Twice Baked Potato Casserole, Green Beans, Fresh Carrots,
Brownies, Kid’s hotdog meals
December 17th ~ Bake Ziti, Tossed Green Salad, French Bread, Pumpkin Bars, Kids
hotdog meals. This will be the Senior Youth Fundraiser!!

As most of you know from reading our blogs and hearing our reports at worship, your
Groundwork Guatemala team had a spectacularly successful mission week November 1-8. Our
days were filled with fellowship, prayer, devotion, home visits, and faith lessons.
A very special part of the trip was the opportunity to meet the children that our St. Paul’s family
sponsors to attend Christian Schools. We met the kids and their families in their homes, and
really got to know them better. Songs were sung. Photos were taken. Treats were offered “from
the heart.” Bible verses were shared, and we were amazed at the sophistication and sincerity
of the children. Report cards were proudly passed around for us to see. Every one of the
children is doing very well at their studies, and the gratitude from both parents and children
for our support was truly overwhelming. The new school year will begin in January. As a
congregation, we support Yeyme, Cristino, and Santos at El Paraiso Christian School in
Amatitlan, and we can take great pride in their scholarly accomplishments and Christian
character. All three are eagerly looking forward to beginning the third grade.
On the weekend of December 13-14, there will be a special door offering to raise tuition
money for these wonderful children. The tuition of $700 for each child is really remarkably
small when you consider the benefits gaining the life skills that can lift them out of poverty
while simultaneously nurturing their Christian faith. We ask for your generous support as we
seek to raise $2100.
As always, Thank you and God bless!

Greeters Needed

You pick which service you’d like to greet at, arrive ½ hour before the start of the
worship service, and then welcome our members & guests. It’s that easy! We’d need
you to greet approximately once every 6 weeks. Call Janine to sign up: 414-427-8434
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St. Paul’s Toddler Class
Plans are being made for the winter session of St. Paul’s Toddler
Class for children ages 2-3 who are not currently
enrolled in our 3K program. The 7 week class begins
Tuesday January 6th from 6:00 – 7:15pm at the ECC in
the 5K room. It is a parent (or relative) and child
experience with a variety of fun activities. The cost is
$65 for 7 weeks. Registration forms are in the narthex,
the school office or from Mrs. Shemanske, our 5K teacher. If you
have any questions, please call 541-6251 ext. 2503.
The Lutheran A Cappella Choir of Milwaukee will present
“Glad Tidings of Great Joy” on Friday, December 5th at
7:30pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Grafton, and again on
Sunday, December 7th at 3:00pm at St. Matthew’s Lutheran
Church in Wauwatosa. The concerts will feature many unique
arrangements of traditional Advent and Christmas carols
accompanied by harp, including a set of 7 carols by composer Kirk
Mechem titled “Seven Joys of Christmas”. Also featured will be a
set of three carols accompanied by harp and oboe, including two
by Stephen Paulus, one of which was commissioned by the mother
of one of the choir members. St. Paul Lutheran Church is located
at 701 Washington St., Grafton, WI 53024. St. Matthew's Lutheran
Church is located at 1615 Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, 53213.
Additional information about the concert, including audio samples
and directions to each church can be found on the choir’s
website, www.lutheranacappella.org. Come and enjoy music of
the Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of our
Savior. Tickets are $15.00 general admission, and $12.00 for
students and seniors. A reception will follow Sunday’s concert.

With Jan Schneider retiring as Bell Choir
director, we were in a bit of a pinch to
fill her big shoes. A couple of folks in
the Bell Choir had ability to direct, but
simply couldn't make the commitment
because of other commitments in
life. So, prayer and a little direction to
check CUW for a potential director, and
the Lord provided a CUW student.
Our new Bell Choir director is
Matthew Compton.
The following is his bio:
Matthew Compton, a Colorado Springs
native, is a sophomore at Concordia
University, WI. He is a Music Major with
a Business Management Minor. He plays
in the Alleluia Ringers and sings in
Kammerchor, both touring ensembles at
Concordia. He has been involved with
music since he was in 7th grade when he
started in his grandmothers handbell
choir. He has been directing handbell
periodically since 9th grade and has
several published compositions and
arrangements for handbells. He is very
excited and grateful for the opportunity
to direct the handbell ensemble here at
St. Paul's, West Allis!
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Biggest Loser Update
14 staff and congregational members are seeking to lose in order to gain!
All participants in the Biggest Loser competition are seeking pledges to
support the youth ministry of our congregation and the houseboat retreat
coming up next summer.
Tuesday, November 18 was the first of three weigh-in updates. For those
who have reported in, the women’s team has lost a total of 16 pounds and
the men’s team has lost a total of 29 pounds. There are 6 ladies and 8
gentlemen participating in the competition. The ladies have lost just over
15% of their total goal and the men have lost just over 16% of their
weight-loss goal.
The individual leader for the women is Pam Akey, who has lost 5 pounds.
Barb Heimsoth is a close second having lost 4 pounds. The individual
leader for the men is Pastor Bender, who lost a total of 8 pounds. Steve
Wollerman and Scott Mueller were right behind, each having lost 7
pounds. Due to his knee surgery, Pastor Stanton has not “weighed-in” on
the matter yet!
Please continue to pray for all who are participating, that they may be
self-disciplined in diet and exercise, become more healthy by being good
steward of their bodies, and raise some money for our youth!
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November 15 2014 Voter’s Meeting Notes
Voters approved St. Paul’s Church and School to participate in the Milwaukee School Choice
enrollment program for the 2015-16 school year. This program opens opportunities for
additional students to enroll in our School next fall.
The Voters also approved the Vision Path committee’s motion to resolve current budget
concerns and serve the community with establishing the following committees:
Fellowship Committee
This volunteer committee would plan 3-4 fun events each year combining church and school members.
These fellowship events would not involve raising money. These events may include father/daughter &
mother/son events, karaoke night, spelling bee, senior prom, etc.
Outreach Committee
This volunteer committee would respond to Matthew 25 v.31-46. These events may include worship service
in the park, a Cinco De Mayo Service, meals for the homeless, free clothing give away, hand out water
bottles at events, etc.
Enlist Lutheran Church Extension Fund to begin a Fundraising program for the following 3 reasons:
1. Eliminate our negative balance in our checking account (we owe $186,692 to pay back borrowed
memorials)
2. Debt Retirement (our Balance is $735,000)
3. Future Capital Improvements (example S. 78th Street Entrance replacement)
The Voters viewed a presentation from Diana Raasch of LCEF on some of the programs LCEF offers and
what benefit a LCEF program would be to St. Paul’s Church and School.
A committee has been established for calling a new Principal due to Duane Graf’s announced retirement at
the end of the current school year. Those call committee members are, Jeff Reinhardt, Sara Bollmann,
Carlos Gonzalez, Tom Lodde, Bob Strysick, and Pastor Bender. Look for more information from the call
committee in the next few weeks.
The Voters approved Gary Knight as the Lay delegate to the SWD convention. We are still looking for an
alternate delegate; if available please call the church office.
Submitted by Bob Strysick, Congregation President
Proposed New Sign
For many years members have discussed a new exterior sign to improve the visibility of St. Paul's and the
publication of its services and events to the surrounding community. A donation by the Heimsoth family
after the death of member and teacher, Jerry Heimsoth, was the start of a fund for a sign. By June of this
year, subsequent donations brought the fund up to $19,000.
As the sign fund grew, the Planning Committee proceeded to investigate
possible suppliers and costs. The design chosen is a durable sign on a
St. Paul’s Lutheran
concrete foundation which will serve for many years to come. Our name, St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church and School, appears in bold letters which will be
Church and School
illuminated at night. The design includes a digital message panel for timely
announcements. The total cost, including landscaping, electrical work and
contingency is estimated as $45,000. On June 8th St. Paul’s Voters
assembly approved purchasing the sign from Poblocki Sign Company and authorized solicitation of the
balance of the funds required.
As of this writing, through the generous donations of many members and memorials, the sign fund has
grown to over $32,000. An artist's rendering of the sign along with the amount of funds donated is on
display either in the narthex or by the elevator just off of the nave.
We now anticipate that the new sign could become a reality sometime in the first half of 2015.
Submitted by Ralph Conrad for the Planning Committee
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CHURCH CLOSING’S DUE TO WEATHER
It’s coming to that time of the year when snow, sleet, and ice may make travel hazardous to our health. In
terms of cancelling worship services, we’ll make every effort to act in the interest of safety.
However, please note: Members come from many different areas of our county and beyond, and inclement
weather may affect one place more than others. We may well still hold services as a result, but the weather in
your area may be too severe to drive safely. If you are being warned to stay home and off the roads, please
do so! We will try to post closings (check WISN channel 12 on TV), but please use your own judgment on
whether it’s safe to travel or not! Monitor the TV/radio/internet on travel conditions in any severe weather
situation.

Also please remember that parking restrictions in West Allis, go in effect after we receive 3 inches
of snow. So parking restrictions may play a role in your decision to travel.
If possible, we will also send out a mass e-mailing regarding any church cancellations. If you would like to
receive an e-mail and are not already on our Emergency contact list, contact the church office.

The Magi
Come, let the Magi be our example.
See them travel a great distance, bringing rare gifts to offer the babe in Bethlehem.
Could we not do so as well?
Our distance is not so far to go.
Bringing our gifts of love, praise
To baby Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
Then we really have celebrated the real reason for the season.
Our Christmas will be complete, for we have placed Jesus in his rightful place,
in our heart, minds, souls.
Merry Christmas
Elaine Lemke
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St. Paul’s Youth
Jr. Youth
We are having an open gym on Sunday, Dec. 14 from 3:30-6 pm. Please remember to bring
a non perishable food item for our food pantry for our gift exchange! We will share a
Christmas devotion and get some game playing in of your choice! See you there!
Blessings from Shelly and Kathy!
November 30 – Sunday, Sundaes, Scripture…and Social Media
See the article below in the Senior Youth section – YOU ARE INVITED to this event as well.

Sr. Youth

Upcoming Senior Youth Activities

November 30 – Sunday, Sundaes, Scripture . . . and Social Media
There are topics that parents should be discussing with their teen-aged children but don’t often find the
time or know how to address issues of spiritual concern. “Sunday, Sundaes, Scripture . . . and . . .” is
designed to have the kind of open forum that will help us as youth and parents talk constructively about
these very important topics.
The first of these family friendly meetings is called “Sunday, Sundays, Scripture . . . and Social Media
and Technology. We are living in a technologically driven day and age, like it or not. Some like it;
some don’t. The internet along with social media, texting, tweeting, facebooking is here to stay.
There are some wonderful ways to use this technology. Other ways are downright evil. Youth and
their parents are invited to gather on Sunday, November 30, at 1:30 p.m. to listen to what the
Scriptures have to say about these things. And, yes, ice cream sundaes will be served will all kinds of
toppings.
Milwaukee
Lutheran High
School
New student online
application process.
You can apply on
computer, phone or
tablet. Go to
www.milwaukeelut
heran.org Click on
Admissions and
then Online
Application.
Call the high school
with any questions
414-461-6000.
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December 7 – College Care Packages to Encourage!
Being a college student is an exciting, challenging, and sometimes burdensome
endeavor. It is also often a spiritually challenging time! Our Senior Youth are going
to put some college care packages together to show our college-aged young people
that we are thinking about them and want to encourage them.
We will meet in the Instructional Room (old library) at 1:30 p.m.; the 79th street
doors will be unlocked. We will write some encouraging words in cards that will be
sent with some goodies to our college students, that is, our fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ! After we are done, any youth who wants to can go out for an
afternoon snack at Buffalo Wild Wings. Pastor Bender will treat!

December 17 Advent Supper – Help Serve and Raise Funds!
Shelly Mueller has agreed to let our High School youth assist with the Advent
Supper on December 17. Please show up about 4 pm to assist in any way that
Shelly asks you to. All proceeds above food costs will support St. Paul’s Youth.

December 2014
Monthly Planner
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10:00 AM Tai Chi
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10:00 AM Adven t

9:00 AM Ta i Chi

Sr Fun Seeker s 4:00 PM Blood PresChr istmas Concer t sure Check

11:30 AM Bible Class

Worship
11:00 AM L adies Aid
Christmas Party
4:45 PM Advent Dinne r
6:00 PM Advent
Worship

10:00 AM Bible Class
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5:00 PM Worship

6:00 PM Be lls
6:00 PM Pu blic School
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6:30 PM Adult
Instruction
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8:00 AM Worship

10:00 AM Tai Chi

6:00 PM Council

10:00 AM Adven t

9:00 AM Ta i Chi
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11:30 AM Bible Class

Kids Bible Hour
9:15 AM Blood Pres-

Worship
11:00 AM Widows
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Lunch
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4:45 PM Advent Dinne r

10:30 AM Worship
1:30 PM Co llege Care
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3:00 PM Advent by
Candlelight

6:00 PM Advent
Worship
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13
7:00 AM Mens
Breakfast

10:00 AM Bible Class

5:00 PM Worship

6:00 PM Be lls
6:00 PM Pu blic School
Confirmation Class
6:30 PM Adult
Instruction
7:15 PM Ch oir
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15

8:00 AM Worship

10:00 AM Tai Chi
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11:30 AM Bible Class
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17

18

10:00 AM Adven t

9:00 AM Ta i Chi

Worship

Kids Bible Hour
10:30 AM Praise
Worship

6:00 PM Be lls

6:00 PM Advent
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3:30 PM Jr Youth Ope n
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Gym
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23

24

8:00 AM Worship

10:00 AM Tai Chi
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11:30 AM Bible Class

Christmas Eve Christmas Day
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6:00 & 11:00pm

Kids Bible Hour

7:00 PM Praise Band

10:30 AM Kids Bible

26

27
7:00 AM Mens
Breakfast
5:00 PM Worship

Hour Christmas
Program
1:00 PM Piano Recital

28

29

8:00 AM Worship

10:00 AM Tai Chi

9:15 AM Bible Class

11:30 AM Bible Class

10:30 AM Praise
Worship

12

30

31
New Y ear s Ev e
W or ship 6:00pm
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