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FROM THE PASTOR…
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The season of Advent is upon us. It is a season filled with excitement and expectation. It is a
time to prepare to celebrate the birth of the King of kings and the Lord of lords, who would
humble Himself to die on a cross. It is a time to remember that we celebrate God’s fulfillment of
His gracious promises given through the prophet Zechariah: “See, your king comes to you,
righteous, and having salvation . . . .” (Zech. 9:9) For centuries God’s people had waited from
the days of Zechariah. Now, we celebrate 2,000 years later what God fulfilled.
Of course, there are all other kinds of excitement and expectation: the excitement of lights and
decorations, the expectation of Christmas goodies and Christmas gifts. And that’s not all bad, as long
as we remember that there would be nothing to celebrate in this season if it were not for the Christ
Child, born of a virgin, to be the Light and Salvation of the whole world. With more world events of
violence and terrorism, it is a world in need of the good news of Christ.
So we celebrate the hope that Christ brings and we seek to share it with a world filled with sin and
death. We rejoice in just how committed our God is to us: a commitment in the flesh and blood life of
Jesus, the Child born of Mary. It is a commitment of grace and mercy, forgiveness and eternal
salvation. It is a commitment signed, sealed, and delivered in the blood Jesus would shed on the
cross.
Since our God is so committed to us, we commit ourselves to Him. We do this in devotion and faithful
worship. We do this as we bring our offerings. And for those who have been moved to give above
and beyond, we will make a special commitment to our Renewed in Christ campaign on the weekend
of December 12 & 13. Yes, indeed, we have a God who is able to do immeasurably more than all we
ask or imagine. If you doubt that, just ponder the miracle of Jesus’ birth, His holy life, His blessed
teachings, and His sufferings, death, and resurrection. That is more . . . way more than we could have
asked of our God. But, He sent Jesus anyway!
Pondering with you the blessings of Advent and Christmas,
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Advent & Christmas Worship Opportunities
Wednesday December 2 at 10:00am & 6:00pm
Wednesday December 9 at 10:00am & 6:00pm
Wednesday December 16 at 10:00am & 6:00pm
(Pre K – Grade 4 Special Service)

Christmas Eve December 24 at 4:00, 6:00 & 11:00pm
Christmas Day December 25 at 9:00am

“The Song of Zechariah” (Luke 1:67-79) – Wednesday, December 2
Zechariah was struck silent because of his unbelief! When his tongue was
loosed by the living God, he sang a song that revealed his newborn son
would be a prophet, sent to prepare the way of the Lord; his song serves as
a melody of repentance for us.
“The Song of Mary” (Luke 1:46-55) – Wednesday, December 9
Elizabeth, with John the Baptist in her womb makes a visit to the Virgin
Mary. Mary, by the Spirit of God, bursts into song in praise of our God.
Mary’s song declares that the Lord has remembered His covenant with us
through His Son; her song is a melody of remembrance of God’s grace and
promise.
“The Song of the Light” (School Children’s Program) – Wednesday, December 16
“Arise, shine, for your Light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” (Isa. 60:1) This will
be the theme of the School Children’s Christmas program. Interspersed with congregation singing and
the joyous sounds of our children’s voices, we will hear the wonders of the Light of Christ told by our
4K through 4th grade students.
2

Advent Dinners will be served at 4:45pm in the Fellowship
Hall each Wednesday in Advent. Come and enjoy
wonderful Christian fellowship and good food
during this festive season.
December 2nd:
Cheesy potato casserole with ham, green beans, fruit medley, chocolate
cherry bars. Kids meal: Hotdogs, chips, fruit.
December 9th:
Chicken fettuccini, tossed green salad, rice krispie bars.
Kids meal: Hotdogs, buttered noodles, crunchy carrots.
December 16th:
Slow cooker chicken tacos, Mexican style rice, black beans, corn, chocolate
lasagna. Kids meals: Hotdogs, chips, crunchy carrots.

"Be joyful always; pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
Prayer Vigils - - Plans are underway to hold Prayer Vigils one half hour
prior to our morning and evening Advent services and also one half hour
after services. Morning Advent Services on December 2, 9 and 16 begin
at 10:00 AM, so Prayer Vigils will begin at 9:30 AM. Evening Advent
Services on those same dates begin at 6:00 PM. Vigils will be held on
Dec. 2 and 9 one half hour (5:30) prior to service and for one half hour
after. We invite you to participate. Our God is able to do immeasurably
more than we ask! He really is able! So it is time to ask, seek, and
knock. This is an important time for our church and school. We know
that God has a plan for us and we pray that He move us into the future
that He has prepared for us.

Pr
3

Bible Classes
Monday Morning Bible Class
Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Sunday Morning Bible Class
The Old Testament Texts of Advent and Christmas
During the month of December we will take a look at some very familiar Scripture regarding the
prophecy and promise of the coming Savior. This will include prophetic utterances like “Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a child . . . who shall be called ‘Immanuel,’” and, “But you, Bethlehem,
Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will
be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” Other texts will be looked at
as well. Come and grow in understanding the Old Testament context of those passages, that your
heart might be encouraged that we have a Savior who has, indeed, overcome the world! He is “King
of kings” and “Lord of lords,” and those are far from empty titles!! We meet in the Fellowship Hall at
9:15am each Sunday!

Men’s Bible Breakfast
December 12 – A Man Named Martin – Part I, Session 3
This session takes a deeper look at the problem of penance, purgatory, and indulgences for making
“satisfaction” for sins. Even many Christians harbor false ideas about having to “make up” for the
sins they have committed. Come and grow in your knowledge of the gospel, of the great grace found
there, and of the true, biblical understanding of repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. Find out also
why Martin Luther chose October 31 as the date for posting his 95 theses.
December 26 – No Class: Christmas break!

Thursday Morning Bible Study
December 3 - Children of a Generous God
Our God is so generous. He loves to give and has given us so much: life, love, family and friends,
food and clothing and all that we call “ours” which is really everything that comes from the hand of
our God. This is a special study connected to our “Renewed in Christ” campaign.
December 10 & 17 –We will be exploring the elements of the Christmas story: From the angel’s
appearance to Zechariah, Elizabeth and Mary, to the escape to Egypt. Join us at 10:00
AM in the Fellowship Hall.
Leader: Pastor Stanton
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Renewed in Christ
Hope • Strength • Soar

Commitment Weekend
December 12 & 13, 2015
On the weekend of December 12 & 13, we will bring our commitments forward to the Lord
during each of the worship services.
A wonderful event is being planned by Shelly Mueller, Wendy Knight & Committee – you don’t
want to miss this! More details forthcoming!

January 9 & 10, 2016
First Offerings
This weekend each person is invited to join the great adventure of following after the vision God
has for us. The giving of our commitments will begin.
Watch for the final campaign newsletter to be emailed or placed in
your church mailbox in the near future.

The Birthday Baskets
YOU have prepared for
our members are
greatly appreciated!

Thank you very much for the birthday
goodies. Also, it was nice visiting with an
old friend! ~ Arline Brick
Many, many thanks to St. Paul’s and
Joyce Muecke for the birthday bag. I’ve
certainly enjoyed it and the delightful
visit from Joyce. I’ve reached my 90th
birthday and I don’t feel one day older
than yesterday. Thanks again!
God bless ~ Bette
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Sr. Fun Seekers
“Christmas Lunch” on
Tuesday December 8th at
That’s Amore at 11:30.
Call Janine Cherney with
any questions. 427-8434.

Ladies Aid
Ladies Aid will meet on Wednesday, December 2nd following the 10:00am Advent service.
All ladies of the congregation are welcome to join us in the Fellowship Hall for a pot-luck
lunch and Christmas entertainment. LWML mites will be collected.

Widows Lunch
The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday December 9th at Open Flame 5081 S. 108th Street Immediately following the 10:00am worship service.

Ladies Guild
Save the Date for the 2016 Winter Getaway
The 2016 Winter Getaway will be in Oshkosh at the Best Western Premier Waterfront Hotel
and Convention Center on Feb. 5-6, 2016. Don’t forget to send in your registration! You
will not want to miss out on what we have planned. Learn more about what LWML is,
have fun with the Purple Queen Pageant and this year we will be introducing the LWML
Crazy Hat Contest! Information for the retreat can be found on the LWML website www.SWDLWML.org and click on 2016 winter Getaway for details. Join us for fun, fellowship and growing closer
to Christ! For more information call Char Hurst 414-546-2645 or Ruth Miller 414-425-2078.
The Mitten Barrel is back! Our Ladies Guild is collecting hats, mittens, gloves, scarves,
socks & slippers to be donated to our needy members and others in our community in
need. The barrel is located in the narthex and will be there for your donations throughout
the winter months.
Thank you to all who purchased the Boston Store Community Days Coupons!!!

Ladies Book Club
Book Club will not be meeting in December. Our next date will be Monday, January 11, 2016 at
6:30pm at the ECC. Our book is “A Redbird Christmas” by Fannie Flagg.

Elizabeth Ministry
Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please contact
Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Mom to Mom
December 7 - “Marriage Mileage” Meet at 6:00pm in the ECC Lobby. Please contact Angela Ferrell
at 262-366-3614 with any questions.

New Knitting Group
Our Divine Connections Group invites everyone to come and learn to knit. Please bring a
size 8-10 knitting needles and a skein of worsted weight yarn. If you cannot bring or afford
needles or yarn, please come anyway. We have enough to share. We will start with a simple
project. Perhaps a scarf that can, if you choose, be donated to Hope Lutheran Church. We
will meet Tuesday December 15th at 6:00 in the ECC lobby.

Quilters
Our Quilting Group will resume in January.
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WE NEED A FEW GOOD PEOPLE:
To staff our snow removal teams this year. In particular, to
clear steps, entrances, and other areas of the church and
school buildings prior to worship services on weekends.
Basically, two person crews will assist Jeff and Scott, who will
be operating the snow blower. We’re hoping to form at least
five teams of two, which would enable us to assign each just
one weekend a month… and obviously only if it snows. Signup sheets and a description of what’s needed are available in
the narthex. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor
Stanton. Thank you!

Advent By Candlelight
Ladies – You are invited to this special event, Sunday, December 6th at 3:00 pm. We will again take a
journey through the Advent/Christmas season with a brief program of word and song. This event,
presented by the women of St. Paul's Choir, will be held in the Fellowship Hall. Prior to the program,
enjoy fellowship, sweet treats and viewing beautifully decorated tables. If you need more information,
you may contact: Judy Conrad (414-321-3895).
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Sunday School Christmas Program
Save the Date

Sunday December 20th at 10:30am

_____________________________________________________________
S.O.S. Aluminum Can Drive
Saturday December 5th 8:30 – 9:30am

Drop off will be at the 79th Street entrance. Volunteers will be available to remove cans
from your vehicle. Please mark your calendars and take part in this easy way to help
raise funds to Support Our Staff.
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Christmas
Christmas safely steals across the edge of time and touches all.
The lonely chapel glows with candlelight, and on across the land
And over sea the Christmas night grows bright.
As angels once did fill the night with song
So, too, we’ll join our voices with yours
Until the night the world around echoes with sounding praise
To Christ, the newborn king.
By Rev. Charles Found
Submitted by Elaine Lemke, cousin

Share the Magic of the
Season with Library
Square and attend their
Holiday Open House
on Saturday, December
5 from 1:00 – 3:00pm
Come & enjoy Holiday
music, a Holiday Mobile
Boutique and a visit by
Santa. Refreshments will
be served. Tours will be
available. Library Square
is located at 1820 S.
75th St., West Allis.

THIS IS A BUSY PLACE !!
A quick look at the calendar will tell you that there are activities going on throughout
the Church and School complex during the day and evening (and sometimes at night)
seven days a week. While we want to encourage the ministry of all our groups and
organizations, the only way to prevent conflicts in the use of space is to ask everyone
to please check first with the Church and School office before planning an activity on
our campus. Your cooperation is appreciated.
________________________________
Reservation forms for all events & activities are available outside the office on the
bottom shelf of the mailboxes.
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This Christmas the St. Paul’s Christmas trees will be decorated with Chrismons, thanks to a gift
made by Jack Burkee’s late brother Rick, to go towards the decorating of the Church.
Chrismons were first made in 1957 for Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, VA. A Chrismon is a
monogram of Christ. They tell the “Good News” and refer to our Lord and God. We affirm our
Christian beliefs in the decoration of a Chrismon tree. All Chrismons are made in a combination of
white and gold. White is the liturgical color for Christmas and refers to our Lord’s purity and
perfection. Gold represents his majesty and glory.

Chrismons that will adorn St Paul’s Christmas trees this Christmas
and each of their meanings.
ANGEL - God sent an Angel to tell Mary that she would be the Mother of Jesus.
CANDLE - The candle symbolizes the Word as it lights our way and shows us the truth.
CHALICE - Symbol for the Lord’s Supper.
CROSS and ORB - The cross atop an orb denotes Christ over the world; reminds us to
spread the Gospel.
CROWN of GOLD - The kinship of our Lord, Jesus Christ and his victory over sin and death.
DOVE - The symbol for peace. Christ is called the Prince of Peace.
FISH - Eucharistic symbol; our Lord Himself is the bread of life.
NATIVITY STAR - Star the wise men followed to find the new born Jesus; symbolizes the Christmas
season.
SHELL – God brings us to faith through our baptism.
SHEPHERD’S HOOK - Reminds us the Good Shepherd, (Jesus) lays His life down for his sheep,
(us).
TRIANGLE & THREE CIRCLES - The Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
TWO GREEK LETTERS - Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the end.
Thank you to Darla Leitermann for heading up this project and to all who created the
ornaments for the trees!
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Sharing God’s Bounty
December
Gold, Incense, and Myrrh . . . and a Message to All
How much do babies appreciate the gifts they receive when they are born? Did Jesus, being the
Son of God as well as the son of Mary, value the gifts the Magi brought? We would think those gifts
impractical for a baby, but then this was not an ordinary baby. That gold bought food and lodging
and everything that was needed by the holy family as they fled to Egypt and then got established in a
new home. The incense was burned as their prayers ascended to the Father in Heaven, and the
myrrh was used some thirty years later to anoint the body later of the Baby grown to be our Savior.
“The gifts are traditional gifts of the East,” the Concordia Commentary on Matthew 2:11 tells us.
We can be sure that these gifts were appreciated by our Lord, for St. Paul writes, “If the willingness is
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have” (2
Corinthians 8:12).
Were the gifts of the shepherds that first Christmas night acceptable as well? What did the
shepherds bring? The Bible does not record their bringing any gift at all – except, that is, the gift of
their running to the stable with anticipation, the gift of their humble worship as their anticipation
turned to realization, and the gift of their “spread[ing] the word concerning what had been told
them” as they returned to their flocks, “glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard
and seen” (Luke 2:17, 20). It is obvious the willingness was there as the shepherds brought gifts
according to what they had. Therefore, according to Scripture, their gifts were acceptable.
We, too, can be sure that our gifts are appreciated by our Lord –
the gifts of our treasures – our gold and silver and the gifts of our
praise and adoration as we witness to what we have heard and
seen. Like the Magi and the shepherds, we are drawn to the
manger bed. Like them, we kneel in awe and adoration. Like them,
we use the gifts God gives us, wherever we are, wherever God
places us, to “spread the word concerning what [has] been told

[us].”

 “If you want to live longer give the other driver the right of way.”
 “There will always be roses, but someone has to take care of them.”
 “People who spend their time finding fault usually have little else to do.”
 “A church member who feels no responsibility for his Church does not
really belong.”
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PARENTS- GRANPARENTS YOUR HELP IS NEEDED

Do you have a child/grandchild who is currently attending college?
St Paul’s senior youth group would love to send them a small care package right
before finals week.
In order to do that we NEED YOUR HELP.
Please email kcrist@wi.rr.com or call the church office 414-541-6250 with the
following information
CHILDS NAME AND COLLEGE ADDRESS - that’s all we need – Thank you
Information needed by DECEMBER 2nd
_______________________________________

WINTER TODDLER CLASS BEGINS JANUARY 5, 2016
Our toddler class begins again for children ages 2-3 to be accompanied by a
parent or other adult relative. The new session begins Tuesday January 5th
from 6:00 – 7:15pm at the ECC. This is a great opportunity for adults and
their little ones to interact with each other and with children their own age.
This program is open to any 2 or 3 year old not currently attending our day
school program. If you know neighbors or friends, please invite them to
come. The cost is $55.00 for the 6 week program beginning January 5th. Mrs. Shemanske (ext
2503) can provide you with more details should you have a question. Registration forms are
available at the back of church of in the school offices.

CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE
December 19th & 20th
Stop by the Fellowship Hall after the church service and pick up some Christmas goodies. Proceeds to help support
our youth attending the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans this summer!

Calling all St. Paul’s Bakers – HELP NEEDED
The St. Paul’s Youth is having their Annual Bake Sale and we need your help! We are in need of baked goods
(cookies, cakes, pies, bread, whatever is your specialty); items can be brought to the kitchen Friday December 18th
during school hours or Saturday December 19th from 1-3:00pm. Please mark items “Bake Sale”
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School News
From the Principal
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. December is always a joyful
month at school. We are in the season of Advent, waiting with eager anticipation the
celebration of our Savior’s coming. We have the privilege of sharing the Gospel message in song
and story in the Children’s Special Service on Wednesday, December 16th . We have the great
opportunity to hear the wonderful message of God’s plan for our salvation fulfilled in His Son,
Jesus Christ.
In December, we are also involved in planning parties, giving gifts,
singing songs, and taking time off from school. Joyful things occur in
the month of December. My prayer is that the true meaning of
Christmas is always proclaimed here at St. Paul's and in your homes, and
not lost in the “secularness” of the many things that bombard our lives.
To God be the glory both now and forevermore. Help us to be
proclaimers of the wonderful Gospel message not only during the joyous
seasons of Advent and Christmas, but always and in all situations.
St. Paul's is truly blessed to have a wonderful school that trains young people for Christian
living now and in the future. It is a place that helps strengthen the faith through the workings
of the Spirit. We still have many challenges presented to us. Only through the grace and
guidance of God and with His peace are we able to deal with these situations. Please keep St.
Paul's Lutheran School in your thoughts and prayers as we move forward doing the work of the
Lord.
Thank you and thank God for all of the blessings we receive, none greater than His Son, our
Savior. Happy Advent, Merry Christmas and God’s riches blessings to you over this holiday
season and always.
Yours in Christ,

Rick Schneider
Principal
Merry
Christmas
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St. Paul’s Youth

Jr. Youth

On December 19th we will be watching “The Nativity” movie at the Mueller’s after
the 5pm worship service. You will be emailed all the details.

Sr. Youth
Care Packages – December 6, 1:30pm in the Instructional Room
We will gather to prepare some care packages for our college youth to lift their
spirits before the stress of finals week. Come and help prepare the packages,
write a note of encouragement, and have fellowship with your friends. We may also
discuss our homemade gathering T-shirts and a sign for our fundraising (need some artistic
types for these things). We may also get your picture and bio for table tents at the Advent
Supper.

Advent Supper – December 16, 4:30pm in the Fellowship Hall
Come and help serve our final Advent Supper to the faithful who gather to hear our school
children sing the praise of the Light of the World. If you can come earlier, I am sure that
Shelly will accept helpers to prepare the meal as well. This is both a servant event and
fundraiser, as the funds exceeding costs will go toward our NYG expenses.

Bake Sale – December 19-20, after services
We are asking all youth attending the National Youth Gathering to prepare (perhaps
with mom’s help) a couple dozen cookies, baked goods, candies, or other treats to be
sold on this weekend. Even if you are not attending NYG or are simply someone who
likes to bake, your donations will be gladly accepted.
______________________________________

It’s Not Too Late to register for the National Youth Gathering.
We have registered 19 youth and 6 adults to attend the NYG in New Orleans this coming
summer. It is not too late to register!! Please speak to Pastor Bender in the next few weeks if
you want to attend. Church 541-6250; Cell 217-779-7985.
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Greetings and Christmas “bendigas” (blessings) to all of you from your Groundwork Guatemala team!
Here’s a holiday question for all of you who get overwhelmed at this time of year: How would you celebrate
Christmas with 1100 members of your “congregation” scattered in 4 different towns? Well, the Groundwork
staff approaches this as we all should, by focusing on Jesus Christ, our best gift and reason for
celebrating. Then, they give each of the 750 children and teens a bright new T-shirt and a
small gift and candy; the kids are thrilled with these simple treasures! Our St. Paul’s family
contributed in several ways: The kindergarten has created ornaments for our
sponsored children, and the 7th and 8th graders have written cards to the teen group.
Carri Wolcyk has translated everything into Spanish, and sent additional cards to “non-sponsored” children who
otherwise would not receive greetings. Thanks to all who have helped in these simple, yet meaningful ways of
sharing the joy of Jesus’ birth!
On a practical note, our preliminary lesson plans have all been approved, so we now embark on fine-tuning our
lessons and working on our illustrations, crafts, and songs. We have completed our fund-raising projects, and
thank you for all your generous support.
Now it is time to focus on IN-KIND DONATIONS. Many of you have already contributed school supplies,
and we ask that these donations continue. Groundwork Guatemala is currently supporting over 200 children to
attend school, and that means they need LOTS of school supplies. In addition, we are now in need of Health
and Hygiene Supplies and will continue collecting through the month of February.
REQUESTED DONATIONS:
Ziploc bags in snack, quart, 1,2,and 2.5 gallon sizes; popsicle sticks; pipe cleaners; ½” prong paper fasteners;
glue sticks for glue guns; paper plates.
24 count crayons; 8 count jumbo crayons; 12 count colored pencils; pencil sharpeners and erasers; one and five
subject spiral notebooks; speckled composition books; 2 pocket folders; children’s scissors;12” rulers (metric
on one side, preferably metal); 10 count broad line markers; red wide-tip markers; red, blue and black pens;
construction paper; #2 pencils; white glue.
Unisex deodorant; large bar soap; adult and children toothbrushes; large tubes of toothpaste; adult
multivitamins, children’s chewable multivitamins (NOT GUMMIES).
Medical supplies (Expiration date later than March 5, 2016; acetaminophen, ibuprofen, naproxen, antacids,
tums, zantac; antibiotics for adults and kids; amoxicillin, ampicillin, bactrim, Keflex, cipro-generics are fine;
81mg aspirin, Benadryl, caladryl lotion, children’s pain reliever/fever meds, cough, cold, sinus, multi-symptom
meds for all ages; decongestants adult and pediatric; diabetic test strips for One Touch Ultra or Accucheck
Active only; diarrhea/nausea meds, dosage cups and eyedroppers for liquid meds; epi pens; eye and ear drops
(antibiotic and non-antibiotic) single use; #18 Foley catheters and supplies; gauze squares; powdered medium or
large exam gloves; hydrocortisone cream; infant vitamin drops; metformin 500 and 850 mg; nystatin yeast
infection meds for adult and children; band-aids; alcohol wipes; parasite and worm meds; pregnancy tests;
prenatal vitamins; strep tests; Sudafed; throat lozenges including sugar free; tongue depressors individually
wrapped; urinary tract infection test strips; wound care supplies of all types, including tape.
Lists of needed items will also be posted by the collection baskets in the narthex and near the 1st floor elevator.
We thank you for all your support – donations, supplies, and especially your prayers for the people of
Guatemala and the success of our mission trip!
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