The Monthly Herald
December 2017
From Your Pastor:
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The older I get, the more I don’t like change. I just have to admit it. For example, just recently one of
my credit cards changed their website. I used to know where to click to find this or that. Now I have
to figure it out again and certain features on the old website aren’t even available on the new one.
Change . . . it can be hard to deal with. The above example is just something small. There are changes
in things we enjoy: a new coach, a new quarterback (because the starter was injured), a new game plan
. . . and sometimes it gets frustrating. Or maybe we stopped watching because our allegiance to the
flag is more important than a game. This leads us to bigger changes. There are changes in our culture
that have many Christians concerned. There are the changes in our bodies as we grow older which are
totally unwelcome and sometimes unsettling. Change, it is rarely an easy thing to deal with.
“Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever.” What a comfort amidst all the changes
of life. Jesus Christ never changes!! He is the same Lord, giving us the same grace and forgiveness,
always with us, and always comforts us in times of difficulty. Yes, the One whose birth we will again
prepare to celebrate never changes. “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever.” That
is the Bible verse for our school theme this year . . . and it ought to be the theme of our daily lives.
We will be using that theme for our midweek Advent services this year. Advent begins on Sunday,
December 3 and the first midweek service is on December 6. Come and gather with your fellow
Christians as we prepare for Christmas and are built up in our faith and trust that Jesus Christ is the
same . . . always and forever.
And whatever you are dealing with in life right
now, whatever change is bringing you some
frustration and difficulty, turn to Jesus, pray to
Jesus, and trust in Jesus, because He is always there
for you. And that will never change.
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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Saturday’s at 5:00pm & Sunday mornings at 8:00 & 10:30am

Our school theme this year is “It’s Still All about Jesus!” The theme Bible verse is Hebrews 13:8,
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” That Scriptural truth will form the theme
of our midweek services:
December 6: “Jesus Christ is the Same Yesterday” – Pastor Stanton
December 13: “Jesus Christ is the Same Today” – Pastor Bender
December 20: “Jesus Christ is the Same Forever” – School Program
The focus of the program is Jesus as the Light, but to be sure, His Light will shine for all eternity.

Worship services are at 10:00am and 6:00pm each Wednesday. There will be Advent suppers
beginning at 4:45pm, so you can be blessed with food both for the body and for the soul. It is a
wonderful time of fellowship and a wonderful way to prepare for the real reason for the season,
the coming of Christ.

Sunday December 17th at 10:30am

Saturday December 23rd at 5:00pm
Sunday December 24th at 9:00am

December 24th at 4:00, 6:00pm
December 24th at 11:00pm (Christmas Service with Holy Communion)

December 25th at 9:00am

2

In Adult Bible study we will continue studying the “Chief Article or Doctrine of the Christian
Faith.” There is no more important teaching in Scripture than the truth that we are justified by
God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. We are using the Commission on Theology and Church
Relations document on “Justification” to guide us through this important doctrine. We will be
studying several different Scriptures along with some of the words found in the Lutheran
Confessions. The class meets at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall (except for December 3, we will
meet in the church sanctuary). Coffee and baked goods are served. All are encouraged to attend.
This Bible Study group meets Monday mornings at 11:30am in the Instructional Room.
Class Leader: Laurel Privatt
Thursday mornings at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
During the month of December we will finish our study on “Dying to Live.” We meet on
December 7, 14, and 21; however, there will be no class on December 28. Gather with fellow
Christians to grow in knowing how to “die” in order to “live” in Christ, through Christ, and for
Christ.

In the month of December we will only meet once, on December 9 at 7:00am in the Instructional
Room. The topic on that day will be as follows:
December 9 – The Real St. Nick
St. Nicolas (morphed into Santa Claus) was a real person, a Christian man who cared for the poor.
Come and learn of his story. All men in the congregation are welcome to join the study. It is a
great time of food, fellowship, and spending time with other Christian men.
Family Fellowship: This in-home Bible study is hosted by German and Heather Sanchez. It is
held on two Saturday evenings each month @ 6:00pm. December dates: December 2 & 16
You can bring your children with you to the study, as arrangements have been made to have
someone watch them during the study. The Sanchez family's address: 7111 W. Crawford Ave.,
Milwaukee. Come and grow in faith and fellowship.

Sunday School Christmas Program
December 17th at 10:30 am
3

Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be on
Wednesday December 13th at 11:00 (right after our 10:00am
Advent worship service) at Peachtree Restaurant 15419 W.
National Ave in New Berlin.

Quilters

Will resume in 2018. Happy New Year!

Elizabeth Ministry ~ We have a new facebook page for Elizabeth Ministry for our
church! It is – St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (@elizabethministrysplcwa). Please
remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join this group,
please contact Julie Avila at elizabethministrysplcwa@gmail.com.
Here are some of the many missions supported by
YOUR Mite Box donations each month:







Providing Food and the Gospel to starving children,
$40,000
Mercy House for Women and Children, $100,000
Christ for Veterans and their families, $27,750
Tanzanian Sewing Center, $25,000
Christian Eldercare Home in Haiti, $100,000
Nursing students serving with Mercy Medical Team,
$25,000

LWML Mite Box Collection December 2 & 3

LWML Mite Boxes are located in the
narthex. All members are welcome to use
one and support our mission grants!

Ladies Book Club There will be no meeting for Book Club in December. We resume
January 8th at 6:30pm at the ECC, with the book The Christmas Blessing by Donna VanLiere.

For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11
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CHECK IT OUT ~ The Mitten Barrel has a new look. Our
Ladies Guild is collecting new hats, mittens, scarves, socks
and underwear, to share with those in our church and
community who are in need. Please place your donations in the
large white basket in the narthex near the church doors.

Advent Dinners
Dinners will be served each Wednesday in Advent
beginning at 4:45pm in the Fellowship Hall. There is no
charge for the meal~ a free will offering is collected.
Join us during this joyful season for food, fellowship &
fun!
December 6 (served by our Youth Group)
Taco Bar, Mexican rice, peanut butter brownies, hot
dogs, chips , carrots.

December 13
Homemade Chili with Fritos & toppings, Italian bread and
butter, hot dogs, chips, pickles, ice cream.

December 20 (School Christmas Program/Sr. High
Youth Fundraiser)
Pulled Pork sandwiches, baked macaroni & cheese,
veggies & dip, chicken nuggets.
Milk, juice & coffee will be served each night.
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Divine Connections Clothing Drive
We will start taking donations again beginning in
January. You will be able to drop your donations
off at the Early Childhood Center the 3rd Saturday of
each month from 9:00-11:00. We accept clothing for
adults and children, all sizes and seasons. Please
keep us in mind as you make room for your new
items this holiday season.

A Special “Initial Offering”

The Board of Finance continues to work towards a stronger fiscal situation for St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church and School. The Board has made a policy to have a balanced budget
each year. Yet, in past years because of “deficit” budgets, we have borrowed from our
memorials and dedicated funds to “make ends meet.” We now need to work on repaying
those funds, so they can be used for their intended purposes.
Therefore, the Board of Finance is asking you to use the “Initial Offering” envelope in
your 2018 envelope box for this purpose. If you have the financial ability, we would ask
you to consider an extra month’s giving. If that is more than you can afford, an extra two
week’s offering or even an additional offering of any amount will help accomplish this
purpose.
We have over $200,000 to repay to our memorial and dedicated accounts. Your support
would be greatly appreciated. If you would like to give in December towards this effort,
you could simply make the additional offering and identify it as “Memorial/Dedicated
Repayment” on one of the blank lines. Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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Some updates and acknowledgments: Guatemala Student Tuition. As a congregation, we currently
sponsor 4 children to attend El Paraiso Christian School. We were able to meet up with all the kids
when we visited in June. They are all doing well in school and are extremely thankful for our support.
The total tuition cost is $2880 for the 4 of them. Our recent door collection raised about $1600, but
thanks be to God we have received the rest of the funds needed to support our four Guatemalan
students.
Thanks to those of you who participated in the fundraiser at Baker’s Square; we will host more
restaurant nights after the New Year. There will also be more opportunities to purchase Godoy’s
Guatemalan coffee, and order the wooden boxes and crosses from Only A Child ministry. Watch
future Heralds for specific information and dates.
Our next trip to Guatemala will be October 20-27, 2018, and we will begin forming a new team in
January. Have you ever thought of serving the Lord in a far-off country? Would you like to take the
spiritual journey of a lifetime? Consider joining the Groundwork Guatemala team! Meeting details will
be in the January Herald, or talk to a team member--we look forward to being energized by new
members!

CHURCH CLOSINGS DUE TO WEATHER
It’s coming to that time of year when snow, sleet, and ice may make travel hazardous to our health. In
terms of cancelling worship services, we’ll make every effort to act in the interest of safety. However,
please note: Members come from many different areas of our county and beyond, and inclement
weather may affect one place more than others. We may well still hold services as a result, but the
weather in your area may be too severe to drive safely. If you are being warned to stay home and
off the roads, please do so! We will try to post closings (check WISN channel 12 on TV), but please
use your own judgment on whether it’s safe to travel or not! Monitor the TV/radio/internet on travel
conditions in any severe weather situation.
Also remember that parking restrictions in West Allis go in effect after we
receive 3 inches of snow, so parking restrictions may play a role in your
decision to travel. If possible, we will also send out a mass e-mailing
regarding any church cancellations. If you would like to receive and e-mail
and are not already on our Emergency contact list, contact the church
office. (414-541-6250)
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Thank you to all who donated towards the lightning rod fund. There are now sufficient
funds to proceed with the installation of the lightning rod on the roof of the sanctuary
near the new cross.

CHRISTMAS JOY
CHRISTMAS JOY IS HEARING OUR
SCHOOL CHILDREN PRESENTING
THEIR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM.
HEARING THEM RELAYING THE
CHRISTMAS STORY,
AS ONLY THE CHILDREN CAN.
HEARING THEIR SWEET VOICES
SINGING THE FAMILIAR CHRISTMAS HYMNS
BRINGS A TEAR TO THE EYE,
AND JOY TO THE HEART.
Elaine Lemke

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thanks to everyone who ordered Christmas poinsettias!
If you haven’t ordered yet, you have until December 10th to place your order.
Envelopes are in the narthex and by the elevator. You may pick up your plant
after the 9:00am service on Christmas morning. Your name will be on the
plant.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Our December hymn of the month is: “Let Our Gladness Have No End”. This is a Bohemian carol
first published in 1636. The hymn reminds us of the great joy we have in receiving our Lord and
Savior each Christmas. What a JOY to know Christ has come to save US!
Let Our Gladness Have No End Hymn # 381
Let our gladness have no end, Alleluia!
For to earth did Christ descend. Alleluia!
On this day God gave us Christ, his Son, to save us;
Christ, his Son, to save us.
See, the loveliest blooming rose, Alleluia!
From the branch of Jesse grows. Alleluia!
On this day God gave us Christ, his Son, to save us;
Christ, his Son, to save us.
Into flesh is made the Word, Alleluia!
He, our refuge and our Lord. Alleluia!
On this day God gave us Christ, his Son, to save us;
Christ, his Son, to save us.
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Sharing God’s Bounty
Overjoyed by the Star
In Matthew 2, we read about the Visit of the Magi. Following the star, inquiring at the king's palace,
informed by the priests where to find the Child, they trudged with determination to Bethlehem, bringing with
them the gifts they planned to present as they worshiped him. “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh” (Matthew 2:10-11).
What did the Wise Men from the East know about this Baby or his
family? Not much. Yet they came in faith, bringing gifts with them to honor
him. How far did they travel? How long was their trip? We can surmise, but
what's important to know is that, for them, the trip with all its drudgery was worth
it. “They were overjoyed.”
How long a trip are we prepared to make this Christmas to worship the Christ Child? Are we willing to put
up with inconvenience and sacrifice in order that we might come before him with our gifts, offering them in
faith, as the Wise Men did?
What causes our joy this Christmas season? Is it seeing the eyes of little children light up when they open
their presents? That's good. Is it finding exactly the right gift for someone special? That's good, too. But are we
"overjoyed" when we see the star? Contrary to the messages we hear in the commercials and even the seasonal
songs, the only thing Christmas is about is the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world.
Along with doing all the wonderful things that are good to do at this time of the year, including the visiting
of sick and the shut-in, the baking of goodies for food banks, the sharing of financial resources with those in
need, and all the shopping and caroling and everything else, let's find our joy in seeing the star. That star points
us to Jesus and leads us to the Cross. Let us “open our treasures” and worship him with our best and most
precious gifts as the Wise Men did.
Perhaps the real significance of giving is what it does to the steward. What matters to God is not the
gift, but the giver. Stewardship is God’s invitation to a way of life. It helps us to overcome our
selfishness and love of things. What we do with what we have been given is a sign to God and to the
world of the depth and meaning or our commitment.

Christmas Doves
We are once again helping families this Christmas with our Dove Tree in the
narthex. If you are having great financial difficulties and are struggling with
how you are going to provide any gifts for your child(ren) this year, we want
to help. Please call Mrs. Evers, 414-541-6251 x3011 and tell her you would like
to have a dove put on the tree for your child(ren). All this information is
kept anonymous, only Mrs. Evers and Pastor Bender will know your name.
The doves will then be put on the tree set up in the narthex, for both church
and school members to take and purchase the gifts for. The gifts are wrapped
and brought to the office to be sorted and labeled for pick up the Friday before Christmas
vacation (12/15). If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Evers in the school office.
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Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
December is always a joyful month at school. We are in the season of
Advent, waiting with eager anticipation the celebration of our Savior’s
coming. We have the privilege of sharing the Gospel message in word
and song in the Children’s Christmas Service on Wednesday,
December 20th at 10:00am and 6:00pm. We have the great
opportunity to hear the wonderful message of God’s plan for our
salvation fulfilled in His Son, Jesus Christ.
In December, we are involved in planning parties, giving gifts,
singing songs, and taking time off from school. Joyful things
occur in the month of December. My prayer is that the true
meaning of Christmas is always proclaimed here at St. Paul's
and in your homes, and not lost is the “secularness” of the
many things that bombard our lives. Help us to be
proclaimers of the wonderful Gospel message not only
during the joyous seasons of Advent and Christmas, but
always and in all situations.
I would like to welcome you to our Children’s
Christmas Service on December 20th. I hope that
you will be able to attend and see the Spirit at work
in the lives of our young people. It will be a
wonderful opportunity to hear the Word and be fed
by it.
Please keep St. Paul's Lutheran School in your thoughts
and prayers as we move forward doing the work of the
Lord. Thank you and thank God for all of the blessings
we receive, none greater than His Son, our Savior.
Happy Advent, Merry Christmas and God’s riches blessings
to you over this holiday season and always.
Yours in Christ,
Rick Schneider
Principal
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St. Paul’s Lutheran
School’s 2nd Annual

Cookie Walk
December 9th
Come support our school at
the Cookie Walk
Fundraiser on
December 9th!
Homemade cookies will be
available for purchase

from 9am-12pm.

Cookies will be displayed in
the gymnasium and available
for purchase for $8/lb. We
hope to see you there!

Sr. High News
December 3 – Dinner and Movie Night
6:00-8:45pm
All St. Paul’s High School youth and their friends are invited to Pastor Bender’s
house for dinner and to watch a movie. We will have a Biblically based
discussion after the movie. Pastor’s address is 2367 S. 118th St.
December 20 – Youth Fundraiser
All High School Youth are needed to help prepare, serve and clean up at our December 20th Advent Dinner
here in the Fellowship Hall. Please be here by 4 pm and be ready to share some Christmas joy with others in
our congregation.

Jr. High News
We will be serving at the first of the season Advent dinner on Wednesday, Dec. 6th. Any youth (6-8)
available to help should email Shelly (ssmajn@yahoo.com) to let her know you can help! Help will be needed
beginning at 4:30 until church service time at 6 pm. You will be able to eat if you help, as we can switch kids in
and out. We are serving tacos and nachos. If you’d like to just help after church there is always a little bit of
cleaning up to do at about 6:45. Hope to see you there! Have a blessed Christmas season!

Martin Luther High School Christmas Concert
December 8 & 9 at 7:00pm
Tickets will be available at the door or by calling 414-421-4000

Come enjoy the beauty of Winter at Camp LuWiSoMo
LuWiSoMo is a beautiful place to relax and enjoy the unique beauty of winter
in Wisconsin. Stay in the Krueger Retreat Center and enjoy ice skating,
snowshoeing, or sledding/tubing on campus. We are also just ten minutes
from Nordic Mountain where you can spend the day hitting the slopes or
riding their tubing runs. Call 920-622-3350 for more information on winter
get-away trips.
SING WITH US…IT COULD BE GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH!
6 Ways Singing Is Surprisingly Beneficial To Your Health
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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Singing eases stress and improves quality of life.
It can help you bond.
Singing improves immunity in cancer patients.
It might even be good for your heart.
Singing helps curb snoring.
Singing may help people with asthma.
(Data collected from www.prevention.com)
Submitted by Nancy Hoelke

Start the New Year out right!
Help us out and
join the Choir
Thursdays at 7:15pm

Attention all Thrivent Financial members: If you have not yet donated your “Thrivent Choice”
dollars, now is a good time to do so.
The process is simple and quick. Just log in to your Thrivent account, answer a question (that
you had set up when you joined Thrivent), and scroll down to “Thrivent Choice”.
Once in the “Thrivent Choice” section, you will see how many choice dollars you have to
donate. The charity or organization to which you donate most often will show up as a possible
place to donate. Just follow the instructions, and you can donate your choice dollars to St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church.

Sponsors Needed for 2018
Radio $180 each week
Bulletins $ 50 each week
Altar Flowers $ 25 per bouquet each weekend
Please call the church office at 541-6250 or email
mary@splcwa.org to sign up for bulletins or radio.
There is a chart in the narthex near the front church doors
where you may sign up for altar flowers.

You shop. Amazon gives.





Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to St Paul Lutheran Church whenever you shop on
AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same
prices, same service.
Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping
at smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0874906

Renewed in Christ
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Hope • Strength • Soar

Wednesday Advent Worship
December 6, 13 & 20
10:00am & 6:00pm

HaPpY New Year
2018
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