
 
                                        FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
                                                    How Will this Be 
                                             December 23 & 24, 2017 
                                                        5:00pm & 9:00am 
 
AS WE GATHER 
What a letdown when people break their promises! A father tells his ten-year-old son, “I 
know I promised to be at your soccer game, but something has come up.” Maybe we 
have been a victim of a broken promise like this, or perhaps we’ve been the one who’s 
broken a promise. In today’s Gospel, however, we see a promise kept. The angel Gabriel 
announces to Mary that she will conceive and bear a Son. This pledge to Mary is part of 
the ongoing fulfillment of God’s promises. When we see this promise kept in the coming 
of Jesus, we have the assurance that we can always trust God that He acts according to 
His Word. Our heavenly Father never breaks His promises! 

WELCOME 

                  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
    born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law,               
                                so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
                                                   (Galatians 4:4-5, ESV) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                       PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #549  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.  
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all. 

Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, Who from His altar call;  
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all.  
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all. 

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall,  
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all.  
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

1 continued 

 
Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call,  
The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all.  
The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all. 
Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget The wormwood and the gall,  
Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him  Lord of all. 
Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all. 

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball.  
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all.  
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall!  
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.  
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all. 

(Rise) 
OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; 
People: with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness, 
All: to all generations.  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  
Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
People: the light no darkness can overcome.  
Pastor: Let your light scatter the darkness 
People: and illumine your Church.  

HYMN                        “We Light the Advent Candle”  

We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come. 
With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

We light the Advent candle And thank the Lord for rest. 
With peace, we know our Jesus Has come to be our guest. 
This peace beyond all knowing Within our hearts is glowing. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right!   
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We light the Advent candle And sing with cheerful heart. 
With joy, we spread the message That God would us impart. 
Our joy is never ending; The Son to us is sending. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

We light the Advent candle And share the wondrous Word. 
With love, we tell of Jesus Till all around have heard. 
God’s love is for all nations Throughout His whole creation. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and  
 praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the  
 fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess  
 before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and  
 deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  
 Together as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our  
 heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,  
 be merciful to me, a sinner. 
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to  
 everlasting life. Amen. 
Pastor: “Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness in the  
 assembly of the holy ones!” Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my  
 office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace  
 of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord  
 Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
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Pastor:  Let us pray. O Lord, you fulfilled your promise to Mary that she would  
 conceive in her womb and bear the Son of the Most High, 
People: grant that we would hold fast to all your promises in certain confidence  
 of your faithfulness; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
                                                               WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 (“Your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever.”)  Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given 
him rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, 
I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” And Nathan said to the 
king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” But that same night the 
word of the LORD came to Nathan, “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says 
the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the 
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 
about in a tent for my dwelling. In all places where I have moved with all the people of 
Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ Now, 
therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people 
Israel. And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies 
from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of 
the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they  
may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict  
them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. 
And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you 
that the LORD will make you a house. And your house and your kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’”  

EPISTLE Romans 16:25–27 (“To the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus 
Christ!”) Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret 
for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been 
made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 
the obedience of faith— to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! 
Amen.   
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(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 1:26–38  (The angel appears to Mary.) 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary 
said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with 
her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 

(Be seated) 

SERMON HYMN #381   “Let Our Gladness Have No End” 
Let our gladness have no end, alleluia! For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia! 

Refrain:      On this day God gave us Christ, His Son, to save us; 
         Christ, His Son, to save us. 

Prophesied in days of old, alleluia! God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! Refrain 

See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia! From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia! 
Refrain 

Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia! He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia! Refrain 

SERMON                                   “How Will This Be?”                                      Luke 1:26-38 

(Rise) 
NICENE CREED  (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
(Be seated)   
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OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the 
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are 
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the 
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Pastor: Let us pray for all the people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
 according to their needs.  
 Lord, the time of preparation is almost over and your visitation is near;  
 keep us focused on the Gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ. May it  
 bring about the obedience of faith in us and all who hear your Word this  
 season. Lord, in your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Lord of the church, you continue to provide pastors for your Church to  
 proclaim the coming of your Son. Be with all professional church workers  
 as they work to serve your people with the gifts of Word and Sacrament.   
 Be with missionaries around the world, especially Pastor Chuck Ferry and  
 Rachel Meyer. Move your servants to boldly speak of Christ, the mystery  
 that was kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed. Lord, in  
 your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Lord of the nations, look with mercy upon Donald, our president; Scott,  
 our governor; and all those who make, administer and judge our laws.  
 May they use their authority wisely and according to your will. Lord, in  
 your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Giver of every good gift, we thank you for those who look out for our  
 well-being and protect us from harm. Give your blessing and protection to  
 police, to firefighters, to medical workers, to the members of our armed  
 forces and to all first responders whose vocations put them on the front  
 lines of danger, trouble and disaster. Lord, in your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer. 
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Pastor:  Almighty God, nothing is impossible with you. You sent your Son into the  
 world to be the great physician of body and soul. Bless and be with those  
 who are ill, especially Pat, Cliff, Jerry, Dee, Dan, Judy, Manley, Debbie, Pat,  
 Charles, Ruth, Shirley, Gladys, Herb, Matthew, Russ, Arlene, Dorothy,  
 John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Jack, Shirley, Jonathan, Helen, Leonard and  
 Sarah. Give them comfort and healing, if it be your will, and patience and  
 trust that come what may, you are with them. Lord, in your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  God of grace and mercy, even as we prepare to celebrate the birth of  
 your Son, He comes to us in the Sacrament of the Altar. May all who  
 receive the bread and wine, that is the body and blood of Jesus, do so for  
 the strengthening of faith and the forgiveness of sins. Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Lord of life, while we await the coming of your Son, we remember with  
 thanksgiving those who went before us in the faith and are now with you.  
 Keep and preserve us in the one true faith to life everlasting until you  
 bring us together with them into your eternal Kingdom. Lord, in your  
 mercy, hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Into your hands, we commend to you all for whom we pray, trusting in  
 your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
People:  Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                                          SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                   Page 198 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

(Be seated)   
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DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another 
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please 
see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #383   “A Great and Mighty Wonder”  
A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure: 
The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure! 

Refrain: Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 
            “To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth!” 

The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. Refrain 

While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright angelic bands, 
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain 

Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored, 
The infant born in Bethl’em, The Savior and the Lord. Refrain 

All idols then shall perish And Satan’s lying cease, 
And Christ shall raise His scepter, Decreeing endless peace. Refrain 

HYMN #900   “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love” 
Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Name all other names above,  
Unto which must ev’ry knee Bow in deep humility. 

Jesus! Name decreed of old, To the maiden mother told,  
Kneeling in her lowly cell, By the angel Gabriel. 

Jesus! Name of priceless worth To the fallen of the earth  
For the promise that it gave, “Jesus shall His people save.” 

Jesus! Name of mercy mild, Given to the holy Child  
When the cup of human woe First He tasted here below. 

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n Under all the mighty heav’n  
Whereby those to sin enslaved Burst their fetters and are saved. 

Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Human name of God above;  
Pleading only this, we flee Helpless, O our God, to Thee.   
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 HYMN #332   “Savior of the Nations, Come”  
Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh-Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. 
In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne. 

Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall; 
God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began. 

God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown. 

For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. 

From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. 

Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that your promises have  
 been fulfilled among us today. Give us joy in knowing that the same One  
 who became flesh in the Virgin’s womb still comes to us today in His body  
 and blood at this altar; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives  
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; 
People: with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness 
All: to all generations.  
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Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you  
 peace.      
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN       “Faithful Christians, One and All”  

Faithful Christians, one and all, Join in jubilation: 
Pause in wonder to recall Jesus’ incarnation. 
Praise the peerless grace of God For His promise to us, 
That, fulfilled in His dear Son, Prompts our alleluias. 

What the Trinity once sealed Deep in secret meeting 
Was by Gabriel revealed In angelic greeting: 
“Lowly maid from Galilee, Blest above all others, 
God has chosen you to be The Messiah’s mother.” 

There the Son of God would dwell All divine, all human, 
From our hearts our fears dispel And with joy illumine! 
Who could ever doubt such love, Serving, dying for us? 
Who would not with hosts above Join in Mary’s chorus? 

Magnify the Lord with me, Ev’ry generation, 
For the year of jubilee Dawns for ev’ry nation. 
Christ the Prince of Peace is here, Do not dare to miss Him; 
Welcome this God’s Gift most dear And, adoring, kiss Him. 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008. Copyright © 1989 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
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