SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Prepare for Christ: Repent! Live! Bear Fruit!

Soon will come that hour When with mighty power
Christ will come in splendor And will judgment render,
With the faithful sharing Joy beyond comparing.

December 3 & 4, 2016

Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us.
Keep our hearts believing, That we, grace receiving,
Ever may confess You Till in heav’n we bless You.

AS WE GATHER
“Say you’re sorry!” Such words are often said by a parent to a child when a wrong has
occurred, usually intended to be a lesson for the child in teaching that actions have
consequences. As we hear the Word of God today from Matthew 3, we also come to
realize that our actions have consequences. Yet it is not just actions, but also thoughts
and inactions, and the consequences of our sinful nature. The Lord doesn’t tell us to
just, “Say you’re sorry!” Through His Word and through His servants like John the
Baptist, He calls us to repent—to not just speak an apology, but to turn away from sin
and turn to Him. In this Advent season of preparation to receive our Savior born for us,
we also prepare like the people of John the Baptist’s time through this ongoing and
continuing action of repentance. Moved to repentance by faith, we are then able to live
as His people, bear fruit in His name, and continue to be united as one and “together
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:6).

WELCOME
"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." (Micah 5:2)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
+ PREPARATION +
OPENING HYMN #333

“Once He Came in Blessing”

Once He came in blessing, All our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us.
Now He gently leads us; With Himself He feeds us
Precious food from heaven, Pledge of peace here given,
Manna that will nourish Souls that they may flourish.
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(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles progressively lit each
week remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin
and lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. In this season of
preparing our hearts and minds to receive the promised Savior given and
born for us, we hear today John the Baptist fulfilling Scripture as he
prepared the people, called many to repentance, and pointed to the
Word of God made flesh.
People: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. . . . ‘Prepare the way of
the Lord; make His paths straight.’ ”
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into
this world, bless us as we light this candle in the beginning of our
preparation for your coming. Enter our hearts and minds with the light
of your love that we may welcome and receive you with joy as our true
and eternal King; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet
People: and a light to my path.
The first and second candles are lit.
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SONG

“Thy Word Is a Lamp”

AGPS #247

HYMN #344

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat)

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Stanzas 4 & 5

Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in every place.

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, still you’re there right beside me,
and nothing will I fear as long as you are near. Please be near me to the end.

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. (Repeat)
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 130:3–4
Pastor: If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
People: But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
Pastor: Let us heed the call of the Lord through John the Baptist to repent—to
turn from our sins and turn to Jesus Christ, our Savior, through whom
we find true and lasting hope.
People: Merciful Father, we have turned away from you and sinned against
you in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have not loved you above
all things, and have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. By the power
of your Holy Spirit, turn us away from sin and to you, that we may love
and serve you and your ways of righteousness, justice, and peace.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your
only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve you
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
+ WORD +

HYMN #344

bring peace and righteousness for all.) A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit
of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD--and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He
will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the
poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of
his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash
around his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the
goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat
straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put
his hand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations
will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Stanzas 1-3

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!
Then cleansed be every life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.
We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away Like flowers that wither and decay.
Pastor: God has heard our plea for forgiveness and for the sake of Jesus Christ,
He answers our prayer. As a called and ordained servant of the Word,
and in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1–10 (From the stump of Jesse, the Savior will
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EPISTLE Romans 15:4–13 (Paul encourages unity and hope through Christ.)

SERMON HYMN #343

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God
who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as
you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in
order to bring praise to God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews
on behalf of God's truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the
Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: "Therefore I will praise you
among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name." Again, it says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles,
with his people." And again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him,
all you peoples." And again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will
arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him."May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!
Let every hill and valley A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory Foretold in sacred story:
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!
God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!
Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet every nation Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before Him! All nations, now adore Him!
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1–12 (John the Baptist prepares the way of the Lord by
preaching a Baptism of repentance.) In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in
the Desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." This is he
who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the desert,
'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'"John's clothes were made
of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild
honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of
the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. But
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing,
he said to them: "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves,
'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that
does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. "I baptize you
with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I,
whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his
wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

“Prepare the Royal Highway”

His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!
SERMON

“Free In Christ”

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
COLLECTION OF COMMITMENT CARDS (As the offering is collected, please pass
your commitment card to the center aisle where it will be picked up after the
offering.)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

8:00 BELL CHOIR ANTHEM “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”
(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
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(Be Seated)

John 8:31-36

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Lord God Almighty, your Son raised us up as
children for Abraham when He baptized us with your Spirit.
People: Give us the faith of our father Abraham, that as we await your Son’s
glorious appearing, we may live in true repentance and bear fruit in
keeping with it.
Pastor: Almighty God, You have set us free in Christ, freeing us from sin and
death and making us free to give and serve and live for others.
People: Fill our hearts with faith, strengthen our resolve to give sacrificially to
Christ's kingdom, and move us to serve Jesus by serving at church and
loving our neighbors.
Pastor: Your Son’s winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will come soon to clear
His threshing floor. Lift up the voice of His Church to announce boldly
your saving Word.
People: Grant that many more may be rescued from the unquenchable fire and
graciously gathered into His fold.
Pastor: As the God of encouragement and hope, grant us to live in harmony
with one another, so that we may glorify you with one voice. Keep us
from all self-righteous judgment that would cause divisions amongst us.
People: Help us to welcome and accept one another as Christ has welcomed us.
Pastor: You have sent forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse so that He might
judge the poor with righteousness and decide with equity for the meek
of the earth. Until His appearing, grant our leaders wisdom from on high.
People: Empower those who rule over us to enact just laws and faithfully
enforce them, so that the weak may be defended and the wicked
punished.
Pastor: In our daily labor, you give us opportunities to bear the fruits of
repentance. Let your love dwell richly in us day by day.
People: Grant that in our callings in life, we might treasure every opportunity
to do good for our neighbor and bring glory to your name.
Pastor: Father in heaven, your Son taught us that it is far better to serve others
than to be served. Grant us His Spirit that we might seek to serve others
daily.
People: We give you thanks for all who volunteer at church, serving the Lord
and His people in various ways.
Pastor: Fill the sick and suffering with all joy and peace in believing, that by the
power of the Holy Spirit they may abound in hope in the midst of their
trials and sorrows. Especially we commend into your hands your
7

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

servants Flora, Virginia, Jim, Cathy, Marion, Matthew, Henry, Eleanor, Mae,
Arlene, Carol, Jerry, Dorothy, John, Arlene, Richard, Roemelle, LuEva, Jack,
Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard, Linda, Gladys, Shirley and Sarah.
Grant wisdom and skill to those who care for them, that they may be
granted healing in accord with your will and peace through faith in Christ.
In the great feast of your Son, you bring us into His glorious resting place
when we eat His body and drink His blood.
In this blessed communion, fill us with your Spirit, so that we might
walk the paths of righteousness and live forever in your peace.
In Christ, you have confirmed your promises to the patriarchs and given
us cause to glorify you for your mercy. We give great thanks for your
faithfulness to all your saints who now rest from their labors. Bless
Angie as she remembers her beloved dad, Dale.
Rejoicing in your promises to us, we pray that you would keep us
faithful unto death, that we, too, may rejoice with your people
forever.
Into your hands, dear Father, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
+ SACRAMENT +
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.

O grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with Him In His eternal day.

HYMN #373 “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”
Singers will sing verse 1, then congregation sings the entire song
See amid the winter’s snow, Born for us on earth below,
See, the gentle Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years.
Refrain: Hail, O ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim. Refrain
Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss Down to such a world as this! Refrain
Teach, O teach us, holy Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee In Thy sweet humility. Refrain
HYMN #346 “When All the World Was Cursed”
When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,
Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.
With true forerunner’s zeal The greater One he names,
And Him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed.
Before he yet was born, He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing Him as Lord Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream, A new Elijah bold,
He testified of Him Of whom the prophets told:
Behold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy Will full atonement win.
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HYMN #622 “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”
Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared This feast for our salvation; It is your body
and your blood, And at your invitation As weary souls, with sin oppressed, We
come to you for needed rest, For comfort, and for pardon.
Although you did to heav’n ascend, Where angel hosts are dwelling, And in your
presence they behold your glory, all excelling, And though your people shall not
see your glory and your majesty Till dawns the judgment morning.
Yet, Savior, you are not confined To any habitation; But you are present even
now Here with your congregation. Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, Unmoved
by any daring hand Or subtle craft and cunning.
We eat this bread and drink this cup, your precious Word believing That your true
body and your blood Our lips are here receiving. This Word remains forever true,
All things are possible with you, For you are Lord Almighty.
Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces: Your body,
Lord, is even now At once in many places. I leave to you how this can be; Your
Word alone suffices me; I trust its truth unfailing.
Lord, I believe what you have said; Help me when doubts assail me. Remember
that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me. Your supper in this vale of tears
Refreshes me and stills my fears And is my priceless treasure.
Grant that we worthily receive your supper, Lord, our Savior, And, truly grieving
for our sins, May prove by our behavior That we are thankful for your grace And
day by day may run our race, In holiness increasing.
For your consoling supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages! Preserve it, for in
ev’ry place The world against it rages. Grant that this sacrament may be A blessed
comfort unto me When living and when dying.
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COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: We thank you, Lord Jesus, for calling us to repentance and for the gift of
forgiveness. We praise you for making us one as the Body of Christ,
united in your Spirit. Sustain us through what has been received, that we
continue to live in your grace and bear fruit in your name until we,
together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His Kingdom which has no end. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Prepare the way of the
Lord;
People: make His paths straight.
Pastor: May the God of hope fill you with comfort, joy, and peace in the
promised Savior who has come. The Lord bless you and keep you. The
Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #849 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees’ the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’rydread disease, Calming
storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace.
Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word; Praise
the One who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged sword. Praise the
One who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.
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Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place. Jesus died
and rose victorious That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
gladness, Seeing what our God has done; Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise
the One who makes us one.
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Wednesday December 7 & 14
10:00am & 6:00pm
(December 14 will be our school children’s Christmas Program.)
Come and prepare your hearts & minds for the birth of our Savior!

Sunday December 18
At our 10:30 worship service this weekend,
our Sunday School children will lead the service.

4:00, 6:00pm Candlelight Services and
11:00pm Candlelight Service With Communion

9:00am

