SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Prepare the Way in Your Hearts
December 5 & 6, 2015
AS WE GATHER
Advent is a time to focus on what ultimately matters. Amid all of the other “mustdos” of this season—endless shopping lists, office parties, Christmas concerts and
pageants—the one thing that matters most is receiving what Jesus gives and then
sharing these gifts with others. Today’s Readings prepare our hearts for the coming
of Jesus, opening our eyes and hearts to receive His saving grace and His perfect
peace. Our Savior shows us what truly is “excellent” and what matters most.
WELCOME
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under law, to redeem those under law,
that we might receive the full rights of sons. (Galatians 4:4-5 NIV)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
RENEWED IN CHRIST: OUR CAMPAIGN VIDEO
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.

Stanzas 1-4

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain
O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain
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(Rise)
INVOCATION Philippians 1:2
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
People: May the Lord prepare our hearts to receive the grace and peace He gives!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord. Holy God,
People: we are in need of grace. We are desperate for peace. As people born in
sin, no matter where we turn, our pursuits to find wholeness leave us
feeling empty and alone. Only in you, dear Father, are we made
complete. Only in you, dear Savior, are we forgiven. Only in you, dear
Holy Spirit, are we restored. Draw us near to Calvary’s cross that we may
learn again of the sacrifice made once and for all. Complete, forgive, and
restore us today by your saving grace and perfect peace.
Pastor: The God of grace and peace is not a God who is distant and far away from
His creation. As your everlasting Father, He draws close to you through the
saving work of His Son. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, you are fully
and freely forgiven! You are the Father’s own children! Upon this your
confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your onlybegotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve you with
pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
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 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:1–7b (The Lord sends His messenger to His
people.) See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty. But who can
endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a
refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he
will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have
men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and
Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. “So
I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers,
adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who
oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not
fear me," says the LORD Almighty. "I the LORD do not change. So you, O
descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. Ever since the time of your forefathers you
have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will
return to you," says the LORD Almighty. "But you ask, 'How are we to return?'
EPISTLE Philippians 1:2–11 (We thank Jesus for our partnership in the Gospel.)
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my
God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel this way about all of
you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and
confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. God can testify how I
long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your
love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you
may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the
glory and praise of God.
8:00 BELL ANTHEM Sing We Now of Christmas – Noël Nouvelet,

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1–20 (John preaches repentance for the forgiveness of sins.)
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar--when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene-- during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word
of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. He went into all the country around
the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As is written in
the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare
the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every
mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways
smooth. And all mankind will see God's salvation.' " John said to the crowds coming out to
be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves,
'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does
not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire." "What should we do
then?" the crowd asked. John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him
who has none, and the one who has food should do the same." Tax collectors also came to
be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?" "Don't collect any more than
you are required to," he told them. Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we
do?" He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with
your pay." The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if
John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But
one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire." And with many other words John exhorted the people and
preached the good news to them. But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of
Herodias, his brother's wife, and all the other evil things he had done, Herod added this to
them all: He locked John up in prison.

(Be seated)

arr Kevin McChesney
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #344

THE LORD'S PRAYER
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Rise for last stanza

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!
Then cleansed be every life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.
We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away Like flowers that wither and decay.
Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in every place.
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.
SERMON

“Prepare The Way In Your Hearts”

Luke 3:1-20

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end of
the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished, please
pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. You may check
the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.

8:00 BELL ANTHEM DURING OFFERING
In the Bleak Midwinter-Gustav Holst arr. Karen Lakey Buckwalter
(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
After each petition:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: . . . one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
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 SACRAMENT 
WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS
congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please see
the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #611 “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine.
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heavens above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me wondrous thought! Found me when I sought Him not.
Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiven, Joy that lifts the soul to heaven,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.
Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife.
O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
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HYMN #633 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King.
Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His pierced side. Alleluia!
Praise we Him, whose love divine Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast-Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia!
Where the paschal blood is poured, Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword:
Israel’s hosts triumphant go Through the wave that drowns the foe. Alleluia!
Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Pas’chal victim, paschal bread; with
sincerity and love Eat we manna from above. Alleluia!
Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light. Alleluia!
Now no more can death appall, Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise, And Your saints in You shall rise. Alleluia!
Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be. Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days; Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia!

HYMN #642 “O Living Bread From Heaven”
O living Bread from heaven, How well you feed your guest!
The gifts that you have given Have filled my heart with rest.
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, Oh, cup that heals our woes!
My heart, this gift possessing, With praises overflows.
My Lord, you here have led me To this most holy place
And with yourself have fed me The treasures of your grace;
For you have freely given What earth could never buy,
The bread of life from heaven, That now I shall not die.
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You gave me all I wanted; This food can death destroy.
And you have freely granted The cup of endless joy.
My Lord, I do not merit The favor you have shown,
And all my soul and spirit Bow down before your throne.
Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened With heav’nly food,
while here My course on earth is lengthened, To serve with holy fear.
And when you call my spirit To leave this world below,
I enter, through your merit, Where joys unmingled flow.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION Philippians 1:2
Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Lord, we have received! Now send us forth to share what you have given!
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you
peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #357 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.

Stanzas 5-7

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain
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O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Our Advent Series Continues
The Song of Mary
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Prayer Vigils will be held ½ hour before & ½ hour
after each Mid-Week Advent service.
Dinner served at 4:45
Chicken Fettucini, Tossed Green Salad,
Rice Krispie Bars
Kids meals: hotdogs, buttered noodles,
crunchy carrots

