
 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
Tempted in the Wilderness 

February 13 & 14, 2016 
5:00pm & 8:00am 

 
AS WE GATHER 
The Scriptures declare that God is our refuge and strength especially in times of 
trouble.  Jesus knew this as He was led by the Spirit to do battle with the evil one in the 
wilderness.  Satan even resorted to using Scripture to tempt our Lord.  Even as God led 
the Israelites through the wilderness where they were tested and tried, God bore with 
them in their failings and still led them according to His promise.  As we face trials and 
temptations, we find our strength and security in Christ who was victorious over the 
devil's schemes. 

WELCOME 

                                 "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
          a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise."  Psalm 51:17 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                       + PREPARATION + 

OPENING HYMN #728        “How Firm a Foundation”  
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,  
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!  
What more can He say than to you He has said  
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,  
For I am your God and will still give you aid;  
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,  
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose  
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;  
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 
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“When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,  
My grace, all sufficient, will be your supply.  
The flames will not hurt you; I only design  
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove  
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;  
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,  
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES 
Pastor: Today is the Lord’s Day, a Sunday in Lent, but not part of it—a little  
 Easter. Let us rejoice and be glad in it, 
People: in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
Pastor: O Lord, open my lips, 
People: and my mouth will declare your praise. 
Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
People: make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
 and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
 forever. Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our  
 sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and  
 unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by  
 what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  
 loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
 ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For  
 the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  
 us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in  your  
 ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.   
2 



Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  
 sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,  
 and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of  
 the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People: Amen.  

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your ancient people through the  
 wilderness and brought them to the Promised Land. 
People: Guide the people of your Church that following our Savior we may  
 walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the  
 world to come; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 

                                                             + WORD + 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 26:1–11 (Firstfruits shall be given at the 
end of the journey.) When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as 
an inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, take some of the 
firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD your God is giving 
you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name and say to the priest in office at the time, "I declare today to the 
LORD your God that I have come to the land the LORD swore to our forefathers to give 
us." The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar 
of the LORD your God. Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: "My father 
was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived 
there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians mistreated 
us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. Then we cried out to the LORD, the God 
of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. 
So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with 
great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. He brought us to this place and 
gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of 
the soil that you, O LORD, have given me." Place the basket before the LORD your God 
and bow down before him. And you and the Levites and the aliens among you shall 
rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to you and your household.  
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EPISTLE Romans 10:8b–13 (The Word is near you.) 
"The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith 
we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are 
saved. As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." For 
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 
blesses all who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved."  

5:00 ANTHEM                          “Be Thou My Vision” 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4:1–13 (Jesus defeats the devil in the wilderness.) 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those 
days, and at the end of them he was hungry. The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of 
God, tell this stone to become bread." Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live 
on bread alone.' " The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all 
the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and 
splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. So if you 
worship me, it will all be yours."  Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your 
God and serve him only.' " The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the 
highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down 
from here. For it is written: " 'He will command his angels concerning you to guard you 
carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against 
a stone.' "Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' " When 
the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 

(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #727    “On Eagles’ Wings” 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, Who abide in His shadow for life,  
Say to the Lord: “My refuge, My rock in whom I trust!”  

Refrain:  
And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings. Bear you on the breath of dawn,  
Make you to shine like the sun, And hold you in the palm of His hand.  
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The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
And famine will bring you no fear;  
Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield. Refrain  

You need not fear the terror of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day; 
Though thousands fall about you, Near you it shall not come.   Refrain 

For to His angels He’s given a command To guard you in all of your ways; Upon 
their hands they will bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.    Refrain 

SERMON              “Temptations in the Wilderness of the World”          Luke 4:1-13                       

(Rise) 
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at 
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you 
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to 
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Pastor:  Let us pray to the Lord who hears the voice of His people, sees our  
 misery and delivers us with a mighty hand and outstretched arm. 

After each petition: 
Pastor:  . . . let us pray to the Lord:  
People:  Lord, have mercy. 

At the conclusion of the prayers: 
Pastor:  through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen.   

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                                      + SACRAMENT + 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen.   
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AGNUS DEI                               “Lamb of God”                                  Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another 
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, 
please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #729  “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” 

I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee;  
Trusting Thee for full salvation, Great and free. 

I am trusting Thee for pardon At Thy feet I bow,  
For Thy grace and tender mercy Trusting now. 

I am trusting Thee for cleansing In the crimson flood;  
Trusting Thee to make me holy By thy blood. 

I am thrusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead,  
Ev’ry day and hour supplying All my need. 

I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.  
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail. 

I am trusting Thee. Lord Jesus’ Never let me fall.  
I am trusting Thee forever and for all. 

HYMN #704  “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” 

Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright, 
Illumined with the light of grace That issues from your holy face. 

Remove the pow’r of sin from me And cleanse all my impurity 
That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still. 

Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey your Word. 
Let what you will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire. 

Grant that I only you may love And seek those things which are above 
Till I behold you face to face, O Light eternal, through your grace.   
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HYMN #627  “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” 

Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, Turned away God’s wrath forever;  
By His bitter grief and woe He saved us from the evil foe. 

As His pledge of love undying, He, this precious food supplying,  
Gives His body with the bread, And with the wine the blood He shed. 

Jesus here Himself is sharing; Heed then how you are preparing,  
For if you do not believe, His judgment then you shall receive. 

Praise the Father, who from heaven To His own this food has given,  
Who, to mend what we have done, Gave into death His only Son. 

Firmly hold with faith unshaken That this food is to be taken  
By the sick who are distressed, By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

Agony and bitter labor Were the cost of God’s high favor; 
Do not come if you suppose You need not Him who died and rose. 

Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, And receive My grace and favor:  
Those who feel no pain or ill Need no physician’s help or skill. 

“For what purpose was My dying If not for your justifying?  
And what use this precious food If you yourself were pure and good?” 

If your heart this truth professes And your mouth your sin confesses,  
You will be your Savior’s guest, Be at His banquet truly blest. 

Let this food your faith so nourish That its fruit of love may flourish  
And your neighbor learn from you How much God’s wondrous love can do. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a  
 foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son’s body and  
 blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage  
 that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all your saints,  
 celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no  
 end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen.    
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BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you in the shelter of His wings. The LORD  
 make His face shine on you and protect you from every evil. The LORD  
 look upon you with favor and  give you confident peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #656     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from every need That hath us now o’er taken. 
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal. 

With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there’s none other God; He holds the field forever. 

Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not over pow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none. 
He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him. 

The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.  
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife,  
Though these all be gone, Our vict’ry has been won’  
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

 
Preacher                              Pastor Harold Bender 
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Lectors                              Dalen Heinzen, Heidi Leiser 
Acolytes                                                                   Aidyn Roska, Isabella Foti 
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Choir Director                     Nancy Hoelke 
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      Lenten Self-Denial Folders are available in the narthex and by the elevator, 

                           to benefit Emmanuel Lutheran Church of the Deaf. 

 


