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From your Pastor
It’s raining outside. Freezing rain and sleet. The roads are a
slippery mess. Funny how ice changes with age. I mean my age.
Ice was so much fun when I was young. Ah yes, to run and slide…
whoosh! Then there was ice fishing on a nearby pond or lake, and
the beauty of glittering icicles like crystal stalactites dripping from
roof edges. Now – apart from cooling a favorite beverage – ice is
not so much fun. I don’t like driving on it, and I absolutely despise
trying to walk on it with toddler-like stippy steps; DON’T FALL!
Which brings up the definition of a slippery slope (you wondered where I was going with this).
A “slippery slope” is defined as “a process or series of events that is hard to stop or control
once it has begun and that usually leads to worse or more difficult things.” Sin is like that. It
begins with something that may be fun or enjoyable (like ice), but soon leads to things far
worse (a fall!). Think of the end result of the desire for the forbidden fruit in Eden… which led
to the ultimate fall.
So we pray in the Lord’s Prayer: “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”
Luther explains: “God tempts no one. We pray in this petition God would guard and keep us so
that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false
belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we
pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.”
Keep the Faith!
Pastor Stanton
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“Life Under the Cross”
A Lenten Sermon Series – 2017

This year the season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1. The season of Lent is a
“penitential” season, which means that we spend some time reflecting on our lives, recognize
sinful ways that we need to turn away from, ponder the love of Christ displayed in the cross
He bore for us all, and then sincerely seek to live life in accordance with His will. We have
labeled that kind of life, “Life Under the Cross,” which will be our Lenten theme this year. We
will look at several aspects of Christian life that are inspired by the Lord Jesus Christ, lives
empowered by the passion and sacrificial death of our redemption. Services will be held at
10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each week.

Ash Wednesday
March 1, 2017

“Life Under the Cross: The Repentant Life”
_____________________________________________________________________________

Renewed in Christ

Hope • Strength • Soar
___________________________________________________________________

Gideon’s International will be here
the weekend of February 11-12. We
will be taking a Door Collection to
help support their Mission.
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Bible Classes
Sunday Morning Bible Class
9:15am in the Fellowship Hall - Adult Bible Class

We are engaging in a study of the end of times titled, “He Shall Come Again”. We will explore
questions like, “Is the end near?” “What are the signs of the times?” “How will Christ come?” “What is
the Last Judgment?”
Pastor Stanton will be leading this study. Join us!

Monday Morning Bible Class
Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings at 11:30 in the Instructional Room “Portals of Prayer”
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Thursday Morning Bible Study
“The Worthy Disciple” is the title of our study guide book as we continue our journey through Paul’s
letter to the Philippian believers. During the month of February we will finish up the study and take a
little time to review the passages which speak of our joy, our identity, our community, and the call to
live in humility as God’s people. The class meets on Thursdays at 10:00am and we finish up about
11:30am. Through God’s Word, we grow in faith and are strengthened to live the life God calls us to
live as followers of Jesus Christ. All are welcome!
Leader: Pastor Bender

Men’s Bible Breakfast
During the month of February, we continue to follow the exiles in Babylon as
we study holy history in the book of Daniel. The topics are as follows:
February 11 – The Handwriting IS on the Wall . . . and the Kingdom WILL Fall
February 25 – Faithful Daniel in the Lions Den . . . Saved by a Faithful God
We meet at 7:00am and all men in the congregation are invited to join us. We eat a wonderful
breakfast prepared by one of the men and share some good conversation around the table. Then we
pray, study God’s Word, and go forth in faith. It is a great way to start off a Saturday morning. Come
and join the group; 79th street doors are open.
__________________________
Concordia University Wisconsin Announces
The Third Annual Concordia Apologetics Conference
Cultures in Collision
Faith and a Fractured World
March 3-4, 2017
See the poster in the South narthex stairwell for all the details.
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More about our liturgy…
Here at St. Paul’s we use liturgy every week. We don’t always use every section of the liturgy,
but we have a “regular, weekly service that includes the celebration of the Lord’s
Supper.” [LSB xxiv]
Following the Creed, our order of Divine Service, or liturgy, continues with the:
Offertory **- When we sing the offertory we ask God to keep us from sin and bless us with joy in Jesus.
The offertory is taken from either Psalm 51:10-12 (“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”) or Psalm 116:1214, 17-19 (“What Shall I Render to the Lord for All His Benefits to Me?”). These verses testify to the
goodness of the Lord and not to the merit of our gifts.
Offering – In thanksgiving to God for all His gifts, we return to Him our firstfruits. Following the pattern of
the apostolic Church in 2 Corinthians 8-9, the congregation collects gifts to support the proclamation of the
Gospel and the works of mercy among those in need here at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School and
around the world.
Prayers of the Church
God’s Word is always primary in worship. We speak only as we are spoken to. Gathered in
Jesus’ Name, we bring the petitions and thanksgivings of our hearts before Him as they have
grown out of His Word. This prayer is called the Prayer of the Church (see 1 Timothy 2:1-7),
for in it the royal Priesthood of all believers does its priestly work of intercession. We pray
for “the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.”
**Note: In Settings 1, 2 & 4, the Offertory follows the Offering and the Prayer of the Church. In Setting 3 it
is before the Offering and Prayers.
Next month we will focus on the Service of the Sacrament.

Hymn of the Month: LSB 691 “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”
This hymn will be sung near the beginning of the service following our focus on the
Fruits of the Spirit. Each week during the Epiphany season we will be concentrating on
one of the fruits of the spirit from Galatians 5:22-23 (ESV).
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
The hymn reviews these fruits and how they connect with our lives here on earth.

✂

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Share with us your favorite hymn or praise & worship song!
Take time to fill out this slip of paper and place in the mailboxes outside the office OR
send an e-mail to Michelle Prince at michelle@splcwa.org by February 19, 2017.
We will work to include your favorite hymn or song sometime in this upcoming year.
My favorite Hymn OR Praise & Worship Song: (please include: title, hymn number, if available, song composer)
Thank you!

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Sharing God’s Bounty
February
Have a Heart
February: the month devoted to love. Stores are filled with heart-shaped boxes of
candy and heart-shaped cards and vases of flowers with heart-shaped gift tags. All this is
available for the consumer so that he can find the appropriate expression of his devotion
to his loved one. If that expression of love has been preceded by a year of thoughtful and
loving words and deeds, it is welcomed and cherished by the recipient. If not, it is just an
empty ritual, done out of duty rather than true devotion.
Our relationship to the Lord is similar. God, too, desires our sincere devotion, not empty lip service.
“The Lord says: ‘These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me’ ” (Isaiah 29:13).
Stewardship is serving, helping, giving, but love is the basis for stewardship. Without love, our good deeds
are empty and without merit. The first act of true stewardship is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Jesus called this the most important
commandment (Mark 12:29, 30). With that love for the Lord in us, we are enabled to be good stewards. Then
we can do acts of good stewardship, acts of true devotion. We are enabled to . . .


“Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart” (Deuteronomy 15:10).



“Carefully observe [his decrees and laws] with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deut. 26:16).



“Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality” (Romans 12:13).



“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men” (Col.3:23).

God, through Ezekiel, promised, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from
you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). This promise he has fulfilled in his Son, Jesus, who
has followed his Father’s decrees and kept his laws for us. As we strive to live fruitful lives of stewardship, at
the same time, we rest in Christ who has been the perfect steward for us.
Tithing is an outgrowth of a sense of thankfulness. Since God’s mercies are constant and unfailing, our
response should be of the same nature in proportion to our ability. The “grace of gratitude” has high rating in
the Christian standard of virtues. It is developed by saying “Thank you” to God. At the entrance to life
abounding stands the cross of self-denial.

LWML Mite Box Collection
February 4 & 5
In the Narthex
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Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday February 8 at 11:00 at Andrea’s 7520 W. Oklahoma Avenue
Women’s Book Club February 13 at 6:30pm. We are reading: “ Inside the O’Briens” by Lisa Genova.
Elizabeth Ministry Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Quilters February 6 & 20 at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. New quilters always welcome to join this group!
Ladies Guild Thank you to everyone who is supporting LWML with their Mite Collections each month. On the first
weekend of January, we collected over $80! Remember to continue to help support the LWML Missions on the first
weekend of each month!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Senior Youth Auction is coming back to St. Paul's
April 1st 2017
This event is so important, it helps allow our youth to attend servant events (one which
will be at a Lutheran Camp in Colorado this summer) along with the house boat retreat and
the next NYG ( National Youth Gathering). These type of events help our youth grow into
mature Christian adults ready to spend their life in service to others.
The youth needs your help in 2 ways
1. In need of donated items gift cards, auctions baskets, certificate, new items, services....
2. Family and friends to attend the event that will include dinner, silent & live auctions and lots of fun.
Look for more information to come!!!
Donation items can be brought in starting February 1, 2017 until March 20th
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2017 Sponsors are still needed for the following:
Altar Flowers: $25 each bouquet - sign up on the poster near the front doors of church
Weekly Bulletins: $50 each weekend – call the church office to sign up 541-6250
Radio Sponsors: $180 each weekend – call the church office to sign up 541-6250
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Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. It is hard to believe that half of the
school year is already over. I hope and pray that
the second half of the 2016-2017 school year is as
good as, or even better, than the first half was.
We all enjoyed celebrating National Lutheran
Schools Week in January. But the celebration does
not just happen during that week. Some other
exciting things are taking place at St. Paul's
Lutheran School. We are hosting an Open House
for prospective families and students on Thursday,
February 2nd from 5:00pm - 6:30pm. If you or
someone you know is interested in a Christian
education for their child(ren), please tell them
about the Open House. It will be held at the ECC
on Grant Street. With the open house that will take place this month, and with the continual
publicity of our school, I am very excited to see how the planning will develop as we look
forward to the 2017-2018 school year. Our school program is a wonderful way for us to reach
out to more and more families with the story of the great love that our Savior has for us, and
to teach children in the light of the Gospel.
Our annual Boys Basketball Tournament will take place again this month. Please join
us for some great food, fun, fellowship, and basketball during the weekend of
February 24th - 26th. It is a great way to remain connected to our school's
students and families. I hope you can make it.
There are many great and exciting things taking place at St. Paul's Lutheran School. The
teachers do an outstanding service to our families, our church, our community and our God
through the teaching of our young people. Please thank them for their service whenever you
have an opportunity to do so; they do a tremendous job! I thank you for your continued support
of the many programs and experiences that go on at our school, and I pray that your support
will grow even more. God’s richest blessings to you.
Yours in Christ,
Rick Schneider
Principal
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St. Paul’s Youth

Sr. Youth Bible Study

High School Youth
Watch the Sunday bulletins for February youth
activities. A Lock-in should be coming soon, if
not in February, then in March.

We met every Sunday morning at
9:15am in the Instructional Room.
Open to ALL high schoolers!
Instructors: Katie & Matt Meinzen

---------2017 LCEF Scholarships are available to graduating high
school seniors or current full-time post-secondary students at
an accredited institution with at least one year of courses
remaining. The website is lcefuppermidwest.org/scholarships
– the deadline to apply is February 28, 2017.
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Divine Connections Happenings:
Have you ever wanted participate in a group at church, meet new friends, have fellowship with old friends
however don’t have time for meetings? Then how about signing up for a “when we need help list” The
Divine Connections is looking for someone just like you! Just call, email or speak with someone in our
group and let them know you want to be on our list. When we call you if you can help great, if not that is ok
too. You can reach out to Bonnie Kroner by phone or email (414)331-0910 or Tynmicsmom@aol.com.
Also you can let Terri Strysick, Crystal Barry, Lenore VanSanten, Janet Johnson, or Sherry Niemer know
too.
Divine Connection Clothing Drive: Do you have clothing to donate? We are happy to
take it off of your hands! Drop off your gently used clothing at the Early Childhood Center
from 9-11 on Feb 18 or March 18 (that’s the 3rd Saturday of each month). Additional
times and dates will be announced as we get closer to the date of this year’s Community
Clothing Giveaway, being held on April 29. Call Terri at 545-1308 with questions.

Unified Connections

9

Your Groundwork Guatemala team resumed meetings in January. Paperwork is done, so now we
have turned our attention to developing our faith lessons. We have 3 teams, working with young kids,
teens, and adults. Our scripture assignment is Acts 17: 16-32, Paul teaches the
Athenians about the One True God. Just as the Athenians had not heard of our
God until Paul’s teaching, the native Mayan people of Guatemala had not heard
the good news until the arrival of the Spanish in the 1600s. While our “audience”
is definitely Christian, there are still many places in Guatemala where the
Mayan gods continue to be worshiped.
We are also excited that we will present the school chapel service on February 15. We hope to give
the kids an idea of what we do and how we do it in Guatemala. If you are interested and able, come
and join us for chapel at 8:15.
Fundraising continues! After services on the weekends of Feb 4-5, 11-12, and 18-19, we will be
taking orders for Godoy’s Organic Guatemalan Coffee and the lovely handcrafted wooden boxes and
crosses made by the Only A Child Mission. Coffee is available in various roasts, whole bean or
ground, at $14 for a 14 ounce bag; delivery for coffee will be in late March. There will be pictures and
some samples of the wooden items from Only A Child; the Luther’s seal box and cross are $45, other
boxes and cross styles are $35. We will be transporting the wooden items home with us on June 10.
Please remember that when you purchase a box or cross, you are supporting homeless young men
in Guatemala city in addition to helping your Groundwork team.
Thanks to all who ate at Perkins this fall--we received a check for $429 for your indulgences. Thanks
to all who have contributed school and health supplies. Most of all, thanks for all your prayers and
encouragement as we continue in our preparations.

LOVE
ALL WE NEED IS LOVE————BY THE BEATLES
WELL WE HAVE IT ALL————DO WE NOT?
GODS LOVE FOR YOU AND ME,
FOR HE SENT HIS SON TO SAVE US,
UPON THE CROSS OF CALVARY.
YES INDEED,————————WE HAVE IT ALL!!
Elaine Lemke
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Camp LuWiSoMo News
It may be cold and snowy now, but summer will be here before you know it.
Camp LuWiSoMo is offering 6 weeks of youth camp for summer 2017. Our summer
youth camps provide faith-growing opportunities in a Christ-centered outdoor
ministry setting for children from three years old through High School. Through
the blessings of people, facilities, and God's Word, Camp LuWiSoMo provides an
incredible learning experience for every child as they dive deeper into
understanding faith.
To learn more about our youth camps, visit: http://www.luwisomo.org/youthcamp-summer

Calling all crafters - March 10-12 Crafting Weekend Retreat
Ladies, take a weekend to get away and get crafting! Spend the whole weekend working on your
favorite craft projects with no interruptions for cooking, cleaning, errands, or chores! Let the
beautiful natural surroundings at Camp LuWiSoMo inspire you! Each crafter receives their own
large, individual work space that will remain undisturbed for the weekend. The retreat includes five
meals, fellowship, and fun.
Visit http://www.luwisomo.org/craft-weekend-retreats for more information.

Join the Friends of Concordia as they travel to
the Fireside Theater in Fort Atkinson on
February 18th to see the show MAMMA MIA.
Reservation information regarding cost, pickup
locations and times are available by calling
Sandy Vick at 262-243-4333.
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Notes from St. Paul’s Church Council
From November 2016
1

St. Paul’s delegate to LHSA- Motion to approve Danielle Moravec, Shelly or Scott Mueller, Crystal or
Mike Barry and Pastor Bender to represent St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and report back to Council.
MOTION APPROVED

2

Line of Credit-FROM THE BOARD OF FINANCE

Whereas, due to deficit budgets for both last year and this current year we have borrowed over $200,000 from our
memorial funds to cover operating expenses, and
Whereas, we are down to about $30,000 of remaining memorial funds (excluding Korn Scholarship Endowment
Fund and the Capital Endowment Fund), and
Whereas, the Board of Finance made the decision to change healthcare plans going to a high deductible plan, which
will save $70,000 in premiums, of which $30,000 will be used to fund Health Savings Accounts (HSA) to assist our
staff in covering the high deductibles, and
Whereas, the Board of Finance would like to fully fund the HSAs as of January 1, which will result in a large
expenditure on top of regular operating expenses, and
Whereas, it is necessary to have resources to cover all operating expenditures, therefore be it
Resolved that St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School apply with the Lutheran Church Extension Fund for a line of
credit not to exceed $100,000, and be it further
Resolved that as premium savings are realized in 2017, $2,500 of the monthly savings shall be put in a dedicated
account so the funds are available for the HSA accounts for 2018, and be it further
Resolved that any additional savings that results in a surplus of funds be used to pay off any funds drawn from the
line of credit, and be it finally
Resolved that the Board of Finance do everything within its powers to present a balanced budget (or near balanced
budget) for fiscal year 2017-18, with potential additional income sources of additional new students, an expanded
Early Childhood Program, and the savings in healthcare premiums. MOTION APPROVED
3

Employee (both Church & School) re-classification per imminent changes to Fair Labor
Standards Act (FLSA)- As of December 1, 2016 both school and church will be compliant.

4

First Right of Refusal- 3rd house from School/Church 2332/34 S 79th Street is up for sale. Motion to
Waive right of first refusal to purchase property. MOTION APPROVED

From December 2016
1. Blood Drive - Motion for St. Paul’s to host a Blood Drive March 4, 2017 throught the Blood Center of
Wisconsin. Pastor Bender verified Blood Center does not research fetal stem tissue. MOTION
APPROVED
2. From Stewardship – Free in Christ wrapped up. Stewardship theme series in plans for 2017.
3. From Trustees – New company being used to manage rental properties as of 12/1/16..
4. School – The required School Choice audit has been completed

_____________________________________________________________________
UPDATE: Child Care – At the April 2016 Meeting, Voters approved establishing a Child Care program at the
Early Childhood Center. Working towards that goal, the following have taken place, or are in process:
 School Committee is weighing different options for how to best begin the Early Childhood program
 Further evaluating the feasibility of opening in Summer 2017.
 School Committee met in December with two leaders from an LCMS Early Childhood Center in
Waukesha County, and they provided some really helpful guidance. They were also very
complimentary of the ECC building.
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Open House
Thursday February 2
5:00pm
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