SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
A Loving Rebuke
February 24 & 25, 2018
5:00pm & 8:00am
AS WE GATHER

When it comes to human love, it’s fair to say that it comes in different degrees. For
instance, even with just a little love for someone, you might be willing to help carry
some groceries or get their mail while they’re out of town. But if you have a greater
love for someone, you might be open to caring for them when they’re sick or helping
them move into a new home. The greatest demonstration of love, however, is to lay
down your life for someone else. There’s no greater sacrifice one can make for
another. And yet, that’s exactly what Jesus did for us, even though so often we are
unloving and unlovable people. “But God shows His love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

WELCOME
"Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit."
(Psalm 51:10-12, ESV)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS

 PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN #783 “Take My Life and Let It Be”
Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee.
Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.
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(Rise)
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: O Lord, throughout these forty days
People: You prayed and kept the fast;
Pastor: Inspire repentance for our sin,
People: And free us from our past. Amen.
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. I
confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word,
and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous
fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive
me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
People: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness,
and remission of all your sins. Amen.
People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven
and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in
thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my
own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have
mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF CONFESSION #611 “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee.
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Stanzas 1,5

O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray, O God, you see that of ourselves we have no strength.
People: By your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may
happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault
and hurt the soul;
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 (God renames Abram and
Sarai.) When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I
may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.”
Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is
with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall
your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made
you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful,
and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I
will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and to your offspring after you. And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your
wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will
bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she
shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
EPISTLE Romans 5:1–11 (“We were reconciled to God.”) Therefore, since
we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only
that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For while we
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were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by
his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For
if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
we have now received reconciliation.
CHOIR ANTHEM (5:00)

“Speak, O Lord”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 8:27–38 (Take up your cross and follow Me.)
And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they
told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the
prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter
answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no
one about him. And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes
and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not
setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” And calling
the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole
world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul?
For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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Pastor:
SERMON HYMN #535 “How Wide the Love of Christ”
How wide the love of Christ! It knows not class or race
But holds our one humanity Within its broad embrace.

People:

How long the love of Christ! Its patience will not cease
Until this broken world is bound In everlasting peace.

Pastor:

How high the love of Christ! Beyond all thought it soars,
And yet upon our passing lives Unmeasured mercy pours.
How deep the love of Christ, Descending to a cross!
He bears within His wounded hands All human pain and loss.
All praise to You, O Christ, For love whose depth and height,
Whose length and breadth fill time and space With endless life and light!
SERMON

“Two Rebukes and a Call”

Mark 8:27-38

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED found on the inside back cover of the hymnal
(Be seated)

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After
you are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the
book to the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to
greet after the service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray to God, crying out for His mercy, confident that our
Father hears our prayers because the Son of Man suffered, died and
was raised for us. Our Father in heaven, continue to establish and
uphold your saving covenant with us as you did with Abraham,
that we who surely deserve nothing from you may rely on you for
everything.
People: While we were still your enemies, at the right time you gave
your Son to die for us. Grant us repentant hearts and faith that
rejoices that His death has reconciled us to you.

People:
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Pastor:

People:

Our Father in heaven, we give you thanks for the gift of life and the
treasure of new life in Christ. We rejoice with the Strysick family as
they celebrate Stefanie’s birthday and the Gorney family as Mason
Iward is baptized into Christ.
Grant us all to treasure the gift of life and to daily grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, sharing his love with one
another.
Our Father in heaven, look with your kindness upon all who hold
public office in our land.
Fill them with your wisdom, give them both courage and
compassion, and make them a blessing.
Almighty God, bless and be with women who carry unborn children
in their wombs and comfort and encourage couples who want
children and are yet to conceive. Bless us all to treasure the gift of life.
Bless our Elizabeth ministry as they serve women and support
and encourage them in every station in life.
Our Father in heaven, be with those who pass through difficult
times and know sickness or heartache, loneliness or despair
including Dorothy, Joyce, Sue, Janet, Donna, Dolores, Pat, Cliff, Jerry,
Dee, Manley, Debbie, Pat, Charles, Ruth, Shirley, Gladys, Herb,
Matthew, Russ, Arlene, Dorothy, John, Arlene, LuEva, Jean, Jack,
Shirley, Jonathan, Helen, Leonard and Sarah. Heal each one as you
know best. Provide for those who lack money, home or the
necessities of life.
In every time of testing, teach us all to hold tightly to you in
faith, that in the end we may know the comfort of your love.
Our Father in heaven, you know the many temptations with which
the world would snare us and draw us away from trust in you. Set
our minds not on the things of man but on the things of God. Grant
each of us a faith that confesses with joy that Jesus is the Christ.
Also give us faith to daily deny ourselves, take up our crosses
and follow Jesus. Pour out your Spirit on those who proclaim
Jesus here and throughout the world: especially Pastors
Stanton and Bender, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family, and
Rachel Meyer. Bring those who do not know or trust in Jesus
to believe and rejoice in our Savior and his salvation.

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Our Father in heaven, prepare the hearts of those who receive
Christ’s body and blood this day. As we receive the very sacrifice
made for us, grant us a peace that rejoices even in sufferings.
By your gracious working, let suffering produce endurance in
us, let endurance produce character, and let character
produce the hope that is never ashamed because you have
poured your love into our hearts.
Our Father in heaven, your Son promises deliverance from evil.
Receive our thanks for the victory over death and the grave that He
won for us.
Bring us with all your saints to celebrate the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His Kingdom which has no end.
Into your hands, Father, we place ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!
HYMN #563 “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”
Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head.

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, Which at the mercy seat of God
Pleads for the captives’ liberty, Was also shed in love for me.

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
Stanza 1

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another
church background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #709 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever.
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Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me.

Bold shall I stand in that great day, Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;
Fully absolved through these I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

AGNUS DEI #434
“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”
Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o’er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus!
(Be seated)

Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.

Lord, I believe, were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made.
When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me.
Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid.
HYMN #555 “Salvation Unto Us Has Come”
Salvation unto us has come By God’s free grace and favor;
Good works cannot avert our doom, They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.
8 continued

What God did in His Law demand And none to Him could render
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand For man, the vile offender.
Our flesh has not those pure desires The spirit of the Law requires,
And lost is our condition.
It was a false, misleading dream That God His Law had given
That sinners could themselves redeem And by their works gain heaven.
Our flesh has not those pure desires The spirit of the Law requires,
And lost is our condition.
From sin our flesh could not abstain, Sin held its sway unceasing;
The task was useless and in vain, Our guilt was e’er increasing.
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart Or purify our guileful heartSo deep is our corruption.
Yet as the Law must be fulfilled Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.
Since Christ has full atonement made And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.
Let me not doubt, but truly see Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name, My faith cannot be put to shame,’
And I shall never perish.
The Law reveals the guilt of sin And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; The Law no peace can ever give,
No comfort and no blessing.
Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith id known, With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify; Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.
9 continued

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace; All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav’n above, You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessed name we hallow.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of
your mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
CLOSING SENTENCES
Pastor: Be with us through this season, Lord,
People: And all our earthly days,
Pastor: That when the final Easter dawns,
People: We join in heaven’s praise. Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and
 give you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #763 “When Peace, Like a River”
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way;
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well with my soul.
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Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.

He lives oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul. It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
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