THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Gentle, Controlled Glory
February 25 & 26, 2017
5:00pm & 8:00am
AS WE GATHER
Reflecting on the experience of the transfiguration of Jesus, Peter wrote in his Epistle,
“We were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). The three disciples on the
mountaintop, Peter, James, and John, were also “earwitnesses” as they heard the voice
of God the Father say, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to
Him” (Matthew 17:5). As we listen to the proclamation of the Gospel, we become
“earwitnesses” as well. The working of the Holy Spirit that shapes our witness as we
share it with others leads us to be those who make manifest the fruit of the Spirit,
including gentleness and self-control, in our lives.

WELCOME
"Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great:
Jesus appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit,
was seen by angels, was preached among the nations,
was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory." (1 Timothy 3:16)
HANDSHAKE & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #506 “Glory Be to God the Father”
Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit: Great Jehovah, Three in One!
Glory, glory While eternal ages run!
Glory be to Him who love us, Washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with him to reign!
Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain!
Glory to the King of angels, Glory to the Church’s King,
Glory to the King of nations; Heav’n and earth, your praises bring!
Glory, glory To the King of glory sing!
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Glory, blessing, praise eternal! Thus the choir of angels sings;
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion! Thus its praise creation brings.
Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings!

(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells
in you?
People: Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest
you too be tempted.” Let us go to our glorious Lord, seeking forgiveness
and asking that He would restore us in gentleness. Heavenly Father,
People: we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have failed to
live in gentleness, the fruit of your Holy Spirit, in our thinking, speaking,
and acting. We have not exhibited self-control in times of elation or
stress. We need your help to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which we have been called, with all humility and gentleness. Our Lord
Jesus revealed His person and ministry through His words and actions.
In your great mercy, forgive, renew, and lead us so that we may be
revealed as His faith-filled followers to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
Pastor: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were
bought with a price.” Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
People: Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
“This is the Feast”
Page 171
Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
People: (sung)
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength
and honor and blessing and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia.
THEME CELEBRATION “Gentleness and Self-Control”
Pastor: The final two items on the list of the fruit of the Spirit that Paul writes of
to the Galatian Christians are gentleness and self-control. In a certain
way, they are complementary. Peter speaks of sharing the hope that is
ours in Christ with gentleness and later instructs his readers to
“supplement your faith with . . . self-control.” The same qualities that
mark the Spirit working through the child of God are as central to the
vibrant life of faith in the twenty-first century as they were in the first
century. The list of the fruit of the Spirit contains nine distinct evidences
of the working of God through individual Christians for the benefit not
only of themselves but for the community of faith of which they are a
part and the community in which they live.
HYMN #691
“Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace.
Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness.
Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self control.
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Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious Father, in His transfiguration, your Son’s
determination to go toward the cross showed His true glory in His
gracious sacrifice for us.
People: Grant that we may be strengthened in faith to live each day with an
awareness of your overwhelming mercy and love;
Pastor: through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:8–18
(God allows Israel’s elders to see Him and eat with Him on Mount Sinai.)
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." Moses
and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the God
of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the
sky itself. But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw
God, and they ate and drank. The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the
mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and
commands I have written for their instruction." Then Moses set out with Joshua his
aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. He said to the elders, "Wait here for
us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a
dispute can go to them."When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it,
and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the
mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. To
the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.
Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the
mountain forty days and forty nights.

EPISTLE 2 Peter 1:16–21 (Peter and the others were eyewitnesses to the
transfiguration.) We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from
the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."
We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the
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sacred mountain. And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you
will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that
no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy
never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.

5:00 ANTHEM

“This is My Beloved Son”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 17:1–9 (Jesus is transfigured.)
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there
appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it
is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters-- one for you, one for
Moses and one for Elijah." While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them,
and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased. Listen to him!" When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the
ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be
afraid." When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. As they were coming
down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until
the Son of Man has been raised from the dead."

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #413

“O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair”

Rise last stanza

O wondrous type! O vision fair Of glory that the Church may share,
Which Christ upon the mountain shows, Where brighter than the sun He glows!
With Moses and Elijah nigh The incarnate Lord holds converse high;
And from the cloud the Holy One Bears record to the only Son.
With shining face and bright array Christ deigns to manifest today
What glory shall be theirs above Who joy in God with perfect love.
And faithful hearts are raised on high By this great vision’s mystery,
For which in joyful strains we raise The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.
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(Rise)
O Father, with the eternal Son And Holy Spirit ever one,
We pray Thee, bring us by Thy grace To see Thy glory face to face.
SERMON
“Worship Is…”
Matthew 17:1-9
(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
After each petition:
Pastor: . . . let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy
At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: . . . one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
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HYMN #619
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #537

“Beautiful Savior”

“Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”

The body, giv’n for me, O Savior, thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever. By them my hungry soul is fed.
Refrain: Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood Be for my soul the highest good!
With Thee, Lord, I am now united; I live in Thee and Thou in me.
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted It finds its only joy in thee. Refrain

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I’d love Thee,
Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Who can condemn me now? For surely The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell I fear, and thus securely With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.

Though death may threaten with disaster, It cannot rob me of my cheer;
For He who is of death the master With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shine purer Than all the angels in the sky.

My heart has now become Thy dwelling, O blessed, holy Trinity.
With angels I, Thy praises telling, Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks, heavenly Father, that you have refreshed us
through this Sacrament, and we pray that we may ever see our Lord’s
true glory in the sacrifice of His life and death on the cross; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
Pastor: It is an ancient and honored custom in the Church that during the
season of Lent, the joyful word “Alleluia!” is not used during worship. On
the final Sunday before the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, the
word is set aside, not to be used again until the joyous celebration of the
Resurrection of Our Lord.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and honor,
Praise, adoration Now and forever-more be Thine!
HYMN #626

“Come, Let Us Eat”

Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together, Our Lord’s body let us take together.
Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,
Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.
Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together,
Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together.
In His presence now we meet and rest,
In His presence now we meet and rest.
In the presence of our Lord we gather, In the presence of our Lord we gather.
Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word.
Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word.
Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom. Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom.
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5:00 HYMN #417
8:00 HYMN #417

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness” (Choir only – 1st stanza)
“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

Alleluia, song of gladness, Voice of joy that cannot die;
Alleluia is the anthem Ever raised by choirs on high;
In the house of God abiding Thus they sing eternally.
Alleluia, thou re-soundest, True Jerusalem and free;
Alleluia, joyful mother, All thy children sing with thee,
But by Babylon’s sad waters Mourning exiles now are we.
Alleluia cannot always Be our song while here below;
Alleluia, our transgressions Make us for a while for-go;
For the solemn time is coming When our tears for sin must flow.
Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, Grant us, blessed Trinity,
At the last to keep Thine Easter With Thy faithful saints on high;
There to Thee forever singing Alleluia joyfully.
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