Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiven, Joy that lifts the soul to heaven,
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Peace-Filled
February 28 & March 1, 2015

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife.

AS WE GATHER
We learn much from Peter in today’s Gospel. Initially, Peter seems to understand Jesus.
When Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter responds with the right words, “You
are the Christ.” Jesus commends him for these right words. Yet when Jesus began to
teach what it meant for Him to be the Christ—suffering, death, resurrection—Peter
objected, revealing that he did not really understand what it meant that Jesus was the
Christ. So Jesus said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan.” On this second Sunday in Lent, this
episode serves as both a powerful warning and a profound calling to us. Following Jesus is
not easy; it is a path of taking up our cross and following Him. And His path went through
suffering and death to resurrection. Baptized into Christ, that is our path too, by the grace
of the One who walked it first. Ours will, at times, be a path of suffering, and so the words
of Paul to the church in Rome ring powerfully in our ears today: “Therefore, since we
have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Romans 5:1).

WELCOME
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought,
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment,
in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.
(Romans 12:3, NIV)
FELLOWSHIP GREETING
+ PREPARATION +
OPENING HYMN #611 “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine.
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heavens above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me wondrous thought! Found me when I sought Him not.
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O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
(Rise)
OPENING SENTENCES Based on Psalm 115 and Psalm 25:6
Pastor: Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love.
People: The LORD has remembered us; He will bless us.
Pastor: The LORD is our help and our shield.
People: He will bless those who fear Him, both the small and the great. We will
bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Based on Psalm 51:4; Romans 5:8–9, 11
Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. Most merciful God, we confess
that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
People: Against you, O LORD, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
Pastor: We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone.
People: Against you, O LORD, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
Pastor: We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.
People: Against you, O LORD, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
Pastor: We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.
People: Against you, O LORD, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight.
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Pastor: For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of your holy name.
People: Amen.
Pastor: God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much
more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Rejoice then in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation.
People: Amen.
SALUTATION
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you see that of ourselves we have no strength. By
your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the
body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
+ WORD +
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 (God renames Abram and Sarai.)

you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. I will bless her and will surely
give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of
peoples will come from her."

EPISTLE Romans 5:1–11 (“We were reconciled to Him.”)
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but
we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because
God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. You
see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much
more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! For if, when we were God's
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.

5:00 JR HIGH CHOIR ANTHEM

“Come, Feed my Lambs”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 8:27–38 (“Take up your cross and follow Me.”)

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God
Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and
you and will greatly increase your numbers." Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,
"As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No
longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father
of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will
come from you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and
you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the
God of your descendants after you. God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife,

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he
asked them, "Who do people say I am?" They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." "But what about you?" he asked. "Who
do you say I am?" Peter answered, "You are the Christ. " Jesus warned them not to tell
anyone about him. He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he
must be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter. "Get behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do not have in mind the things of
God, but the things of men." Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and
said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me
and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet
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forfeit his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? If anyone is ashamed of
me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be
ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels."

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #752
“Be Still, My Soul”
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide; In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake To guide the future as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know His voice
who ruled them while He dwelt below.
Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart
And all is darkened in this vale of tears;
Then you will better know His love, His heart,
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay From His own fullness all He takes away.
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
SERMON

“Peace and Joy in Suffering”

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)

Romans 5:1-11

OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end of
the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished, please
pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. You may check
the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.

(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.
After each petition:
Pastor: let us pray to the Lord:
People: Lord, have mercy.
At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: . . . one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD'S PRAYER
+ SACRAMENT +
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
Page 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please
see the pastor or an elder first.
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HYMN #729 “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”
I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, Great and free.

HYMN #763 “When Peace, like a River”
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well with my soul.

I am trusting Thee for pardon At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy Trusting now.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control, That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.

I am trusting Thee for cleansing In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy By thy blood.
I am thrusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying All my need.
I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail.

He lives oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
My sin, not in part, but the whole, Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; Even so it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
HYMN #427 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime.
When the woes of life o’er-take me, Hope deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy.
When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day.
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide.
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I am trusting Thee. Lord Jesus’ Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever and for all.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: All praise and thanks to you, O God, that while we were still sinners, you
sent your Son to die for the ungodly, in order to reconcile us to you. By
the body and blood of Jesus, we now have assurance of the peace that is
ours through Christ. Help us, by this gift, to take up our cross and forever
follow Christ, in whose name we pray.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: In the cross of Jesus, you have been reconciled to God. You have peace
with God through Jesus Christ. You are peace-filled and called to take up
your cross and follow Jesus. The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD
make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; The LORD look upon
you with favor and + give you peace.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #917 “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”
Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.
Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.
Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.
Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.
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