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FROM THE PASTOR… 

They came out of nowhere…two giant dinosaurs that threatened to crush me.   I was in the 

center lane on the highway, with a semi on my right, when another appeared on my left.  

Suddenly, the truck on my right decided to move into my lane and I was nearly caught between 

the two, closing like a giant pair of pliers.  But God was with me!  With nothing behind, I hit the 

brakes hard and the two tractor trailers closed just in front of me.  

What an adrenaline moment!  Again, thank God! 

Narrow escapes.  Close calls. Some might call that a near miss, whatever that actually means 

(does that really mean a “hit”?) In any event, that brings temptation to mind.  How so?   The 

Bible says: 

“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will 

not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear;   But when you are tempted, He will 

provide a way out (or, “a way of escape”) so that you can stand up under it.”  (1 Corinthians 10:13) 

Like being (almost) crushed between two huge trucks, the temptation to sin can threaten us 

spiritually, emotionally, physically.   HIT THE BRAKES!  That is, flee into the arms of Christ, who 

faced temptation in the wilderness and overcame it.  Hebrews 4:15 – “For we do not have a 

great priest who is unable to sympathize  with our weaknesses, but we have one who was 

tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin.” 

Of the sixth petition of the Lord’s Prayer (“…And lead us not into temptation.”), Luther explains 

in the Small Catechism:  “We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, 

despair, and other great shame and vice.  Although we are attacked by these things, we pray 

that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.”        

Keep the faith!  Pastor S. 
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Bible Classes 
Sunday Mornings at 9:15am 

“Matters of the Heart” Class meets in the Fellowship Hall   Leader: Pastor Bender 

Monday Mornings at 11:30am 

“Esther” Class meets in the Fellowship Hall                  Leader: Laurel Privatt 

Thursday Mornings at 10:00am 

“The Life of Joseph” Class meets in the Fellowship Hall    Leader: Pastor Bender 

The Thursday morning Bible study will be taking a close look at the life of Joseph as recorded in the 
Book of Genesis. There are several important things to learn from Joseph's life and God working out 
His promises through the life of Joseph!  When God gives a promise, it comes true, even if others 
don't want to believe it. When you go through tough times, God is still with you and you can rise above 
the circumstances. When you do the right thing, bad things can still happen to you, but God won't let 
you down. And, above all, God desires us to be reconciled with one another through sincere 
forgiveness and letting go of the past. These and even more lessons are learned through studying 
God's holy Word. The class begins at 10:00 a.m. on January 2 in the fellowship hall.  Everyone is 
welcome. 

Saturday Afternoons at 3:30pm  

“Matters of the Heart” Class meets in the Fellowship Hall      Leader: Pastor Stanton 

 

Kid’s Bible Hour  ~  Sunday at 9:15am      

                       
Consecrated Stewards … The Journey Continues 

Throughout life we are called to make commitments.  We sign contracts and legal agreements, promissory notes, 

and other documents when we buy a house, car, or other needs.   There are commitments we make when we apply 

for admission to a college, or for a job with an employer. 

Of course, one of the great gifts we can give to another is the commitment of marriage.   Jesus said, “For this reason 

a man will leave his father and his mother and be united to his wife...”   (Matthew 19:5)  Love is never cheap.  There is 

always a price it is willing to bear for another. 

There is, of course, no higher commitment, no greater love than that which God has shown for us in His Son.  “For 

God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 

everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)   In the same way, God has called us to reflect His love by “feeding His sheep”, to “pick 

up our cross and follow Him” in mission and ministry. 

Our congregation is participating in the second phase of the Consecrated Stewards emphasis in January and 

February of 2014.  As with last year, there will be two Bible Study opportunities each week, titled:  “MATTERS OF THE 

HEART”.  Beginning on Saturday, January 4, there will be a class at 3:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  The following day, 

on Sunday, January 5, there will be another class at 9:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall.   Both classes will be held each 

weekend for six weeks.  CONSECRATION / COMMITMENT WEEKEND will be February 15 and 16, 2014.   Join us!  
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WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Saturday 5:00pm 

Sunday 8:00 & 
10:30am 

Senior High Bible Study 
9:15am Sunday  

in the Instructional Room 
Leaders: Mike & Erin Carson 

               Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 

January 11 & 25 at 7:00am in the Fellowship Hall 

                      Leader: Pastor Bender 

                            Bring a friend! 



Adult Instruction Class 
A twelve week class on the chief teachings of the Christian Faith will be held starting in January.  The class will 
be held Saturday mornings from 9:00-10:30 a.m. beginning Saturday, January 11th. This class is for those 
interested in membership here at St. Paul's or for current members who would like to grow in understanding 
better the teachings of the Bible.  A sign-up sheet is found on the table in the narthex (church lobby).  Or you 
can call the church office at 541-6250. 

Baptismal Blessings Abound! 
Have you pondered lately what a blessing baptism is and all the promises we are given in our baptism??  

Baptism brings us forgiveness of sins and the promised gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2).  Baptism connects us with 

the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, calling us to die to sin, to live a new life in Christ, and promises us 

eternal life (Romans 6).  Baptism clothes us in Christ and makes us heirs of the promises given to the patriarchs 

of old (Galatians 3).  Baptism gives us a “living hope” through the resurrection of Jesus Christ and promises us 

an inheritance in eternity that can never be exhausted (1 Peter 1).  Baptism saves us from sin and death (1 

Peter 3).  Wow! 

You have had ample opportunities to ponder this throughout the past year.  Why?  Because we had 33 

baptisms in the year 2013!  We haven’t had this many baptismal blessings since the year 2003!!  Take a look at 

the Cradle Roll board down in the mail room.  Let’s rejoice that the baptismal blessings given us by God have 

abounded in the past year! 

Office Computers Needed 
Several computers in the office are in dire need of upgrading.  The Church Council 
approved a resolution by the Planning Committee to move forward in this area.  Yet, we 
need funding as there are no budgeted funds for these replacements.  Two computers 
will be replaced using memorial funds, but we are seeking additional funds for the five 
other computers that need to be replaced, which will run about $3,000.  If you are 
willing to help in this endeavor, please use the third line of your church envelope and 
write in "Computer Funds" and the amount you are donating.  Thanks be to God for all 
who are willing to support this need. 

St. Paul’s Ladies Guild 
Thanks to everyone who generously donated hats, mittens, scarves & socks for our Mitten Barrel! 

 Widows Lunch 
The next Widows Lunch will be January 8th at 11:00am  at Meyer’s Restaurant on 76th Street  & Cold 

Spring Rd. 

Ladies Book Club 
January 13, 2014 at the ECC. Our selection is “Home Front” by Kristen Hannah. If you enjoy 
reading and fellowship, please consider coming to book club. If you have any questions please 
email Jennifer Ricard at 4ricards@att.net or call 546-4652. Hope to see you there! 

Quilters 
Greetings to St. Paul’s Quilters. For the New Year we will begin working on the 2013 season on Monday January 
20th, weather permitting. We look forward to seeing everyone again. All glory be to God!  
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             Time 
 

Time controls us 

Watches on our wrists 

Clocks upon the wall 

We are on God’s clock 

A time to be born 

A time to grow in 

Knowledge 

Faith 

Love in Him 

A time to depart to be with Him, 

Where time will be no more.  

 
Submitted by Elaine Lemke 

 

 

 2014 Sponsors Needed 

Bulletin Sponsors: $50 each week 

Altar Flowers Sponsors: $25 each bouquet 

Radio Sponsors: $175 each week 

If you ‘d like to sponsor the radio or bulletin,  

please call the church office at 541-6250. 

If you ‘d like to sponsor a flower bouquet please  

sign up on the board on the wall in the narthex  

near the front church doors. 

 

Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ, 

On behalf of the West Central Milwaukee County Chapter of 

Thrivent, I would like to thank your congregation for their 

generous contributions to our “Undies and Toiletries” project. The 

items were shared with: Cathedral Center, Hope House, A Place of 

Refuge, Sojourner Family Peace Center, Serenity Inn, Sinai Health 

Center and Cross. Each place that received the items were very 

happy and thankful for them. Thank you again – we appreciate your 

help and cooperation. Sincerely Nancy E. Sack, President 
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Personal Budgeting            10 Tips for Staying on Budget in 2014 

1.       Focus on Savings - Wherever you decide to keep your savings (savings, mutual fund, etc.), make sure you put money 
into it every month. 

2.       Use Cash - Take out enough cash to last one week at a time. Make up your mind that the cash you have is all you get 
for discretionary expenses, or things that you could live without, each week. 

3.       Cut Bad Habits – Think about the cost of your habits and determine if the money could be spent better in another 
positive way. 

4.       Share the Responsibility - Make sure you're not the only member of your household concerned about your budget. Sit 
down together and make a plan to determine how much spending money you should each have. Then, check in every 
week to see how well you're doing. If the entire family shares the responsibility for the budget, everyone can cut back just a 
little and make a big difference. 

5.       Pay Down Debt – If you have credit card debt choose the highest interest rate card and pay as much as you can every 
month (and minimum on others) until the balance is zero and move to the next card if applicable. 

 Stay tuned………….the remaining Tips will be in the February Herald! 

 

Thank You to the following volunteers 

who delivered birthday baskets in 2013:  

Darlene Land, Mary DeBona (atleast 5!), 

Jessica Barnett, Steven Sturdevant, Berta 

Hemberger, Marilyn Kenngott, Virginia Sell, 

Barb Heimsoth, Jen Kallas, Darla Leitermann, 

Ralph & Judy Conrad, Judy Brunner, Jean 

Gabler, Mary Weigand, Carol Hoffmann, 

Janet Johnson, Debbie Ulbing, Jackie, Rob & 

Naomi Saldana. (My apologies if I missed 

anyone, this is since I’ve taken over.) 

Birthday Basket Coordinator Joyce Muecke 

http://money.howstuffworks.com/personal-finance/banking/cash-credit-or-debit.htm
http://money.howstuffworks.com/personal-finance/budgeting/discretionary-expenses.htm


St. Paul’s Youth 
 

Servant Event Trip Meeting 

When: January 5, 2014 @ 2:00 p.m. 

Where: The Fellowship Hand Parents 

What: We will be taking a trip to Anderson, Indiana, to have an amazing week serving some of 

God’s special children, “campers” who are members of Bethesda Lutheran Communities.  These 

“campers” are youth and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, but they are 

loved by our Lord Jesus and very special children of God. 

When’s the Trip: June 15-21, 2014 

Registration Cost: $150 

 

Youth Bowl-a-Thon 

Our youth are going to be bowling to serve!  Really?!  You can bowl and serve at the same time?  

Absolutely “Yes!”  On Sunday afternoon, January 26, (place and time TBA) our 

youth will be bowling to raise funds for Bethesda Lutheran Communities, A Place 

of Refuge, and traveling costs for their upcoming summer servant event trip to 

Camp SonRise in Indiana.  Throughout the month of January they will be getting 

people to pledge them to raise the funds.  While they will be encouraged to ask 

you for a pledge, there is nothing wrong with going up to one of our young people and asking them 

if they would like a pledge for these worthy ministries. 

 

Junior Youth (Grades 6-8) Open Gym 

All Junior Youth are invited to an “open gym” on Sunday, January 19, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

There will be some organized activities as well as some free time and a brief devotion.  Come and 

have a great time with your Christian friends . . . and bring a friend with you! 
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January 2014
Monthly Planner

Sunday M onday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

New Years Day10:00 AM Bible Class

5:30 PM Finance

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

Rehear sal 3:30 PM Matter s  of

the Hear t

5:00 PM Wor ship

Coogan Wedding

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:15 AM Kids Bible

Hour

2:00 PM Youth Meeting

Wor ship 8:00 &

10:30am

9:00 AM Tai Chi

11:30 AM Bible Class

6:30 PM Boards 11:00 AM

Widows Lunch

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

7:00 AM Mens

Br eakfast

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

New Member

Instruction Class

3:30 PM Matter s  of

the Hear t

5:00 PM Wor ship

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:15 AM Kids Bible

Hour

Wor ship 8:00 &

10:30am

9:00 AM Tai Chi

11:30 AM Bible Class

6:30 PM Book Club

6:00 PM Council

6:00 PM Toddler

Class

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM

New Member

Instruction Class

12:00 PM Scrap &

Stamp Day

3:30 PM Matter s  of

the Hear t

5:00 PM Wor ship

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:15 AM Kids Bible

Hour

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Youth Open Gym

Wor ship 8:00 &

10:30am

9:00 AM Tai Chi

11:30 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Toddler

Class

6:30 PM Planning

Committee

Meeting

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

7:00 AM Men's

Breakfast

9:00 AM Market Day

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM
New Member
Instruction Class

3:30 PM Matter s  of
the Hear t

5:00 PM Wor ship

9:15 AM Bible Class

9:15 AM Kids Bible

Hour

Wor ship 8:00 &

10:30am

Youth Bow l A Thon

9:00 AM Tai Chi

11:30 AM Bible Class

7:00 PM Ladies

Guild

6:00 PM Toddler

Class

6:30 PM Elder s

9:00 AM Tai Chi

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Bells

7:15 PM Choir

December 13

S M T W T F S
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15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

February 14

S M T W T F S
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

 
 
 
 

 
The winter session of St. Paul’s Toddler Class begins January 7

th
 for children ages 2-3 not 

enrolled in our day school 3 yr old program. The toddler must be accompanied by a parent or 

relative for the entire time from 6:00 – 7:15pm. The class will be held at the ECC on Tuesdays for 

8 weeks and costs $65.00. Enrollment forms are in the narthex and in school. Please ask Jo 

Shemanske if you have questions at 541-6251 ext. 2503. 
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