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January 2015
Happy New Year!!
FROM THE PASTOR…
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
It’s a brand new year. It is the year 2015 A.D., the year 2015 “in the year of our Lord.” That is what the A.D.
stands for: Anno Domini, Latin for “the year of our Lord.” It is 2015 years from the birth we just celebrated, the
birth of Jesus Christ, who makes “all things new.” (Rev. 21:5) Our Lord Jesus brings us newness of life each and
every day. Jesus raises us from the death of sin to a new life of love and service to our neighbors for His name’s
sake!
What will the New Year 2015 bring? Only the Lord knows for sure, but our Lord Jesus wants us to expect, to
look for and watch for what HE is going to do among us! During the coming year we will watch Jesus lead and
guide two new teams of people plan activities and events. These teams will help us grow together as God’s
people as well as reach out beyond our walls into this community we call West Allis. During the coming year we
will see new faces at our school: a new principal and at least one new teacher. Be prepared to welcome them,
love them, support and encourage them.
Lord willing, if we are accepted into the Milwaukee Parental School Choice program, we may see a dozen or two
new faces among our student population. Again, Jesus is the One bringing them, so be prepared to welcome
them, love them, support and encourage them and help them become an important part of our church and
school. I am personally looking forward to see who Jesus will bring into our midst, for it is a joy to watch people
who are drawn into our community, even like the new faces we saw join our church back in December.
What will the New Year 2015 bring? Only the Lord knows for sure, but I am hopeful that hundreds of people
will come to believe more fully these words of Scripture: “Now to Him [our God] who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to Him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.” (Colossians 3:2021, NIV) I hope many people who call St. Paul’s their church family will work together to see just what our God
can do among us, in us, and through us for the furtherance of Christ’s kingdom.
What will the New Year 2015 bring? Well, Jesus knows those who will go home to be with Him in glory and
Jesus knows the little ones who will be born into this world and reborn in baptism. Jesus, He knows already how
our youth will grow on an amazing Houseboat Retreat and what will become of efforts to revitalize and build up
our Sunday School program. Jesus, He already knows every detail of your life this year, the good and the bad of
it all. And one thing is for sure: Jesus is faithful and He will carry you through everything to come. It’s a brand
new year, and every day Jesus gives us a brand new start by grace. I’m looking forward with anticipation.
In Christ’s Love and service,
Pastor Bender
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Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and words of concern prior to and following my recent knee surgery.
We praise God that my knee is doing fine. ~ Pastor Stanton

Bible Classes
Sunday Mornings at 9:15am
Pastor Bender’s Class
We continue to study the Revelation to St.
John. Come and learn about the revelation
given as the seven angels blew their seven
trumpets, with the seventh trumpet ushering
in the end and new beginning that God has
promised. During the month of January we
will begin studying the vision of the seven
trumpets that is found in chapters 8-11.
There is a great war in both heaven and
earth, in both physical and spiritual realms . . .
but the end is yet to come. We meet each
Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Monday Mornings at 11:30am
“Romans” Bible Class meets in the
Fellowship Hall Leader: Laurel Privatt

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
The Gospel of Matthew tells the Good News of Jesus as our
Savior. It includes angelic visitations, and the visit of the
Wise Men. It recounts Jesus’ baptism and temptation in
the wilderness. It contains Jesus’ beloved Sermon on the
Mount and covers many of the parables and teachings of
our Lord Jesus. Of course, like all of the Gospels, it
concludes with an account of the arrest and trial, the
passion and suffering, and finally the death and
resurrection of our Lord.
The study began on December 27 and continues on
Saturday, January 10. For the next five months, our men’s
Bible breakfast group will study the highlights of the gospel
account recorded by Matthew, who was formerly known as
Levi, the tax collector.
All men in the congregation are welcome. All you need to
do is show up at a little before 7:00 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th
Saturdays of each month. A breakfast is provided and then
we pray and study the Word. It is a wonderful time of
fellowship.

Thursday Mornings at 10:00am in the
Fellowship Hall
In the Book of Acts, Luke writes (referring to
his gospel account), “In my former book,
Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and to teach until the day he was
taken up to heaven . . . .” (Acts 1:1-2a, NIV). So, the Book of Acts continues to tell of Jesus
working through the apostles and disciples of our Lord. However, Jesus work didn’t end with the
Book of Acts. Indeed, it even continues in our day. But what happened after the Book of Acts?

The Thursday Bible Study is going to be taking a look at the spread of Christianity during the first
three centuries after our Lord’s birth. How could a tiny, tortured and persecuted faith become the
most successful phenomenon in all of history? During the first three centuries from Christ to
Constantine, the Holy Christian Church had to wage a two-front campaign against external
persecution and internal heresy (false teaching).
Come and join us as we journey through the first three centuries of Christianity. We meet at 10:00
a.m. each Thursday morning. We pray. We study the Word. We have fellowship. And there are
usually some goodies to partake of. Come and join us. All are welcome. The study begins on
Thursday, January 8.

Kids Bible Hour 9:15am each Sunday
Senior High Bible Study 9:15am in the Instructional Room
Leaders: Mike & Erin Carson
Thank you Virginia Ziolecki
for your help in creating the new grand piano cover in the church!
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Forgetting What Is Behind
“Forget about it.” It’s a phrase we may say to ourselves when we don’t want to face up to something. Perhaps we
give it in the form of advice to someone who’s complaining about an offense he’s received. According to Paul, it's a
good thing to do. It’s counsel he followed himself: “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13b-14).
Paul had a past anyone would want to forget. In his Pharisaical zeal, he had caused the imprisonment,
persecution, and even death of many who were followers of the Way. All that changed, we know, when he himself
faced Jesus on the road to Damascus.
Yet, from our reading of Scripture, we know he didn’t “forget what was behind.” He brought it up many times as
he explained the change that Jesus had brought about in his life to the other apostles and as he testified in the
highest courts of the day.
Like Paul, we can’t forget about our past sins – and maybe that’s good, as long as we remember that Christ has
forgotten them! Remembrance of our sins serves the purpose of keeping us humble and grateful, aware that we walk
in God’s ways only as we rely on him to lead us, thankful that he forgives all sin, past, present, and future. Then we
are not encumbered by guilt (1 John 3:20). We can “[forget] what’s behind” and “press on toward the goal” that Christ
has lain out before us as we serve him with all the gifts he so graciously gives us.
We begin a new year in God’s grace. We also begin each day, sometimes each moment, as newly forgiven,
cleansed stewards equipped through Word and Sacrament to fulfill God’s purposes for our lives.

Our own growth and the growth of our church depend on the willingness of us all to invest that talent
for others. As a member of your church, you are called to share in all aspects of its life.
Membership is responsibility - the response to the call to ministry, and service. To be a church member
is to answer that call with time and talent.
Biggest Loser

Call Committee Begins Work

Staff and members of our congregation continue to
lose weight to gain funds for our youth ministry! The
women have lost a total of 29 pounds as a team on the
way to their goal of losing a total of 105 pounds. As a
team they are almost 30% of the way to their goal.
Individual leaders are Pam Akey with a loss of 10
pounds and Tammy Evers having lost 6 pounds! Way
to go ladies!! The men have lost a total of 63 pounds
with a team goal of losing 180 pounds. As a team they
are 35% of the way to their goal. Jack Burkee leads
individually with a loss of 16 pounds; Steve Wollerman
and Vince Rauter are in second, each having lost 9
pounds. Keep on praying for all the team members to
have discipline in eating and exercise. A BIG thank you
goes out to Sarah Hluchnik who is leading workouts for
many of the team members a couple of times per
month.

Back in the fall of this year, Duane Graf announced his
intention to retire at the end of this school year. A Call
Committee has been formed with the following members
on it: Bob Strysick (Chair), Jeff Reinhardt, Carlos Gonzalez,
Sara Bollmann, Tom Lodde, and Pastor Bender. If you
know of someone that would be qualified to be our next
principal, forms are available in the narthex and in the
rack in the elevator room to submit a name for
consideration. Please return the forms to the
church/school office. After the Call Committee completes
the interview process, a Special Voters’ Meeting will be
held this winter to extend a call. Be watching for details
on that important meeting.
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Ladies Aid
Next meeting April 1, 2015. Have a safe Winter!
Widows Lunch
The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday January 14th at Olive Garden 4760 S. 76th
Street at 11:00am.
Quilters
We will begin our next quilting session on January 19th at 9:00am. We meet in the Fellowship Hall
the 1st, 3rd & 5th Monday of each month. If you have an interest in quilting, stop by & see what we do.
We are always looking for new people to join our group!
Elizabeth Ministry
Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.
Ladies Book Club
Ladies Book Club will be on Monday January 12th at 6:30pm at the ECC. If you have
any questions, please email Jennifer Ricard at 4ricards@att.net.
Come and Enjoy a Fun Day of Crafting
Where: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center
When: Saturday, January 10th
Noon until 10 pm
Cost is $15 with the money going to St. Paul’s
Please bring a snack to share and your own beverage
If you have any questions or ideas to share
please contact Barb Heimsoth 414-545-6618 or
pamperedchefbarb@hotmail.com OR
Angela Knapp 262-617-2501 or cknapp7@wi.rr.com
Name:_________________________________________________________________
Phone:______________________________email______________________________
What food would you like to bring to share?__________________________________
You can return this slip to the office, email or call Barb or Angela to register.
Money will be collected on January 10th

Your Groundwork Guatemala team is thrilled to report that our recent collection for
our Guatemalan students' tuition raised enough to fully fund the 2015 school year for
Yeymi, Cristino, and Santos. We thank God for the blessing of your generosity! Dios
le bendiga!
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CHURCH CLOSINGS DUE TO WEATHER
It’s coming to that time of the year when snow, sleet, and ice may make travel hazardous to our health. In
terms of cancelling worship services, we’ll make every effort to act in the interest of safety.
However, please note: Members come from many different areas of our county and beyond, and inclement
weather may affect one place more than others. We may well still hold services as a result, but the weather in
your area may be too severe to drive safely. If you are being warned to stay home and off the roads, please
do so! We will try to post closings (check WISN channel 12 on TV), but please use your own judgment on
whether it’s safe to travel or not! Monitor the TV/radio/internet on travel conditions in any severe weather
situation.

Also please remember that parking restrictions in West Allis, go in effect after we receive 3 inches
of snow. So parking restrictions may play a role in your decision to travel.
If possible, we will also send out a mass e-mailing regarding any church cancellations. If you would like to
receive an e-mail and are not already on our Emergency contact list, contact the church office.

St. Paul’s Youth
Sr. Youth
Parents and Youth Meeting!
A very important meeting for youth and parents is taking place on January 4, at 1:30 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. We
will be discussing two very important fund-raising activities to support our youth ministry here at St. Paul’s. We will
be recruiting parents to help with one of those activities. Please be in attendance, especially if you are planning to
attend the Houseboat Retreat next summer. We need everyone to be committed and involved!
Bowl-a-thon
Let’s bowl and have some fun! Let’s bowl and raise some funds! Let’s bowl and take a few of life’s frustrations out
on the pins by getting some strikes! St. Paul’s youth will be raising funds by taking pledges for bowling from family,
friends, and even church members. Parents of youth are welcome to bowl too! Place and time yet to be determined.
Watch your church bulletin for all the details!
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