SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Grace: Active, Powerful, and Sufficient

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light,
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

July 1, 4 & 5, 2015
AS WE GATHER
As we follow Jesus on this pilgrimage toward the kingdom of God, we encounter many
obstacles along the way. The temptations and attacks of the devil, the allure of and
rejection by the world, as well as the comfort and tyranny of our own sinful nature, all
seem to conspire together to muddle us up, beat us down, and draw us away from the
Lord. Whether our particular weakness is physical, mental, emotional, vocational,
spiritual, or some combination of these, we are in good company. The prophet Ezekiel,
the apostle Paul, the twelve disciples, and countless other saints have suffered and
traveled this way before us with joy. Jesus himself promises to all who follow Him, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians
12:9).

WELCOME
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the
sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will
not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose
for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:10-11)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS

 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #804
“O Worship the King”
O worship the King, all glorious above.
O gratefully sing His His pow’r and His love;
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.
O tell of His might, O sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.
This earth, with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, thy pow’r hath founded of old,
Established it fast by a changeless decree,
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail.
Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend!
O measureless Might, ineffable Love,
While angels delight to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise.
(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 123:1–2
Pastor: To you I lift up my eyes,
People: O you who are enthroned in the heavens!
Pastor: Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,
People: as the eyes of a maidservant to the hand of her mistress,
Pastor: So our eyes look to the LORD our God,
People: till He has mercy upon us.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 2 Corinthians 12:9
Pastor: Gracious Lord,
People: We confess that the temptations and attacks of the devil, the allure of
and rejection by the world, as well as the comfort and tyranny of our
own sinful nature, all seem to conspire together to muddle us up, beat
us down, and draw us away from faith in you, fellowship with your
people, and service to others. We ask you to forgive these sins for the
sake of Jesus, who gave His body and shed His blood for us. Fill us with
your Holy Spirit that we may travel as faithful pilgrims, helping others
along the way to your eternal kingdom.
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Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, Jesus promises, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
My power is made perfect in weakness.” You have laid your every
weakness bare in the light of God’s mercy. Now therefore, hear the Word
of His grace: As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing –
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King.
To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high.
For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, your almighty power is made known chiefly in
showing mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace that we may be called
to repentance and made partakers of your heavenly treasures; through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
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 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 2:1–5 (Ezekiel’s sending as prophet of the Lord
God) He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you." As he
spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to
me. He said: "Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that
has rebelled against me; they and their fathers have been in revolt against me to this very
day. The people to whom I am sending you are obstinate and stubborn. Say to them, 'This
is what the Sovereign LORD says.' And whether they listen or fail to listen--for they are a
rebellious house--they will know that a prophet has been among them.

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 12:1–10 (The sufficiency of Jesus’ grace and power for every
human need) I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to
visions and revelations from the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was
caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not
know--God knows. And I know that this man--whether in the body or apart from the
body I do not know, but God knows-- was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible
things, things that man is not permitted to tell. I will boast about a man like that, but I will
not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. Even if I should choose to boast, I
would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will
think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say. To keep me from becoming
conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in
my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I
am weak, then I am strong.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:1–13 (Jesus ministers in Nazareth and sends out the Twelve.)
Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples. When the
Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were
amazed. "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this wisdom that has
been given him, that he even does miracles! Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son
and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And
they took offense at him. Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives
and in his own house is a prophet without honor." He could not do any miracles there,
except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. And he was amazed at their lack
of faith. Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. Calling the Twelve to
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him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. These were
his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff--no bread, no bag, no money
in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. Whenever you enter a house, stay
there until you leave that town. And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you,
shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them." They went out
and preached that people should repent. They drove out many demons and anointed
many sick people with oil and healed them.

(Be seated)
SERMON HYMN #684
“Come unto Me, Ye Weary”
“Come unto Me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.”
O Blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace,
Of joy that hath no ending, Of love that cannot cease.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 

“Come unto Me, ye wand’rers, And I will give you light.”
O loving voice of Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night!
Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way;
But Thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of day.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

“Come unto Me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.”
O Cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, The fight is fierce and long;
But Thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong.

AGNUS DEI
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O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

“And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.”
O patient love of Jesus, Which drives away our doubt,
Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free,
Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to Thee!
SERMON

"God's Grace is Enough"

2 Corinthians 12:1-10

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.
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(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their need.
After each petition:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: . . . for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another

LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please
see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #744 “Amazing Grace”
Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see!
The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.
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Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun.
HYMN #537 “Beautiful Savior”
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing.
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forever-more be Thine!
HYMN #770 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry Ev’rything to God in prayer!

we ask you not to forsake your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve you;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
“America the Beautiful”
W & R #727
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress
a thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine every flaw,
confirm thy soul in self control, thy liberty in law!

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness Take it to the Lord in prayer.

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine!

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a solace there.

O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!

COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank you that
for His sake you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
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