SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
God’s Life-Giving Word
July 15-16, 2017
AS WE GATHER
God’s Life-giving Word cleaves the darkness of humanity’s sin and death, accomplishing
the rescue mission on which He speaks it forth. Turned in upon ourselves, the ground of
our hearts at different times in our lives is hard-packed, rock-infested, and thorn-choked
until God’s merciful speaking creates fertile, receptive soil in which the vivifying Word of
His Gospel finds purchase, takes root, and bears much fruit. Through the Spirit’s ministry
of God’s Word and Sacraments, we receive the adoption as beloved sons and daughters
crying out, “Abba! Father!”

WELCOME
"You, my brothers, were called to be free.
But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature;
rather, serve one another in love." (Galatians 5:13)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #790 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near, Joining in glad adoration!
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen All that is needful has been Sent by His gracious ordaining?
Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you,
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you.
What need or grief Ever has failed of relief? Wings of His mercy did shade you.
Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew What the Almighty can do As with His love He befriends you.
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Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen Sound from His people again; Gladly forever adore Him!
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: O you who hears prayer,
People: to you shall all flesh come.
Pastor: When iniquities prevail against me,
People: you atone for our transgressions.
Pastor: Blessed is the one you choose and bring near,
People: to dwell in your courts!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Abba! Father!
People: How easily we turn a deaf ear to your living voice in your Word both
when you call us to honest account for our thoughts, words, and
actions, and also when you speak graciously of your tender fatherly
love for us. By living according to our own plans for success, we live
the lie that we are somehow indebted to the flesh to fulfill its lustful
desires. Have mercy on us, O God, forgive our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life.
Pastor: People loved by Jesus, you have not received the spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons and
daughters, by whom we cry together:
People: “Abba! Father!”
Pastor: Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Page 204
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing –
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King.
To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high.
For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10–13 (God’s Word accomplishes His
purposes.) As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it
without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the
sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not
return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for
which I sent it. You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills
will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will
grow. This will be for the LORD's renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not be
destroyed."
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EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 (The Spirit of adoption as sons)
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation-- but it is not to the sinful nature, to live
according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you
a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba,
Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we
are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 (The Word of the Kingdom as seed being
sown) That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on
the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to
sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it
produced a crop-- a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let
him hear." "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears
the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The
one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and
at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who
received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the
one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and
understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown."

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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SERMON HYMN #578
“Thy Strong Word”
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life breathing breath.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives, our hopes confess.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!
Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end!
God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!
SERMON
(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED
(Be seated)
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“God’s Word Brings Forth Life”

Isaiah 55:10-13

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end
of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished,
please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. You
may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: As those who are children and heirs of God, let us call upon Him with full
confidence that we will be heard and that our Father in heaven will
answer us. Almighty Father, the Word goes forth from your mouth and
does not return to you empty. Bless pastors and missionaries to be
faithful to your word. Prosper the work of our Together in Mission
partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry.
People: Provide for the continued proclamation of your Word, that those who
do not yet know you may come to join us in the confession of your
name, so that together we may go out in joy and be led forth in peace.
Pastor: Almighty Father, you have planted your Word within us, watered us
with the promises of Baptism, and nourished us in the good soil of your
Church.
People: Keep us ever faithful to that which you have given us, and let us never
fall away from you.
Pastor: Almighty Father, all the nations of the earth are yours, and besides you
there is no other God. Give those who lead the desire for peace and
stability and a concern to govern wisely.
People: Let them plead the cause of the widow and orphan and serve the
needs of the least among them. Bring an end to war and strife, and
allow all to live in peace and safety.
Pastor: Almighty Father, look with mercy upon those who suffer from illness of
body or mind. Be especially with Gavin, Morgan, Gladys, Pat, Herb,
Cliff, Doris, Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene,
LuEva, Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard, Linda, Jack, Shirley and
Sarah. Comfort them with your presence and fill them with your peace.
People: Give them healing if it be your will; patience to endure suffering; and
knowledge that no matter what they go through, they are your dear
children, you are with them, and that the glory of Christ awaits them in
the end.
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Pastor: Almighty Father, at the beginning of time you created man and woman
and instituted holy marriage. Therefore, we join with the Weigand
family as they celebrate the marriage of Dylan and Jean Marie.
People: Bless this couple to live together according to your will and to share
with each other the love and grace of Christ Jesus.
Pastor: Almighty Father, your Son came not to be served but to serve others and
give His life for all. Bless our youth and their adult counselors as they
leave on a servant event trip next week.
People: Grant them safety in their journey, joy as they serve the Lord and His
special children, and bless them to grow closer to you and one
another.
Pastor: Almighty Father, we give you thanks and praise that you call your
children home and that the saints who have gone before us dwell with
you in the glories of heaven. Bless Nancy as she remembers her beloved
husband Jimmy.
People: Grant us all, along with Nancy, to trust your promises as we look
forward to a reunion with all those who died in the faith and now
dwell with you.
Pastor: Almighty Father, we gather again at the table of your Son to receive His
body and blood in the blessed Sacrament. May we eat and drink in faith,
receiving that which was given and shed for us for our benefit.
People: Let what we receive here strengthen us in our trust in you, empower
us to resist temptation and sin, and move us in service toward others.
Pastor: We join our prayer and praise with that of all generations of the faithful
who have called you Father and are now before your throne of grace.
Bring us at last with them together into the life that awaits us at the
coming of your Son, Jesus, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, ever
one God, world without end.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

 SACRAMENT 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
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O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #833 “Listen, God Is Calling”
Refrain:

Listen, listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy, joy.
Jesus gave His mandate: Share the good news
That He came to save us And set us free. Refrain
Let none be forgotten Throughout the world.
In the triune name of God Go and baptize. Refrain
Help us to be faithful, Standing steadfast,
Walking in Your precepts, Led by Your Word. Refrain
HYMN #839 “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”

O Christ, our true and only light, Enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear your voice and in your fold with us rejoice.
Fill with the radiance of your grace The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds Some dark delusion haunts and binds.
O gently call those gone astray That they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed In you find peace and heav’nly rest.
Shine on the darkened and the cold; Recall the wand’rers to your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart; Confirm the weak and doubting heart.
That they with us may evermore Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to you be giv’n By all your church in earth and heav’n.
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HYMN #691 “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace.
Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness.
Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self control.
Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son's body and
blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage
that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no
end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #704

“Renew Me, O Eternal Light”

Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright,
Illumined with the light of grace That issues from your holy face.
Remove the pow’r of sin from me And cleanse all my impurity
That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still.
Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey your Word.
Let what you will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire.
Grant that I only you may love And seek those things which are above
Till I behold you face to face, O Light eternal, through your grace.
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