SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
The Whole World Is God’s Field
July 19, 22-23, 2017
AS WE GATHER
With the whole creation we groan together in birthing pains, waiting for the redemption
of all things. Things are not how they were intended to be. We are not home yet. This
sad state of affairs is the result of people who are not God playing God. The devil is in on
this, sowing weeds throughout the field of this world. But there is no God besides God
the Holy Trinity, not in heaven above nor on earth below—not you, not me, not anyone.
The real God has appointed that we and all humanity are saved in hope through the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our true home is the kingdom of God introduced by
Jesus. Along our journey home, even when we do not know what to pray, our hope is
sustained by the intercessions of God the Holy Spirit, whose groanings on our behalf are
deeper than words can tell.

WELCOME
"You, my brothers, were called to be free.
But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature;
rather, serve one another in love." (Galatians 5:13)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #892 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
Come, ye thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our maker, doth provide For our wants to be supplied.
Come to God’s own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His harvest home,
From His field shall in that day All offenses purge away,
Give His angels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,
But the fruitful ears to store In His garner evermore.
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Even so, Lord, quickly come To Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, In Thy garner to abide;
Come with all Thine angels, come, Raise the glorious harvest home.
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of
hosts: “Who is like Me?”
People: You are the first and you are the last; besides you there is no God.
Pastor: Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?
People: Behold, we are your witnesses!
Pastor: Is there a God besides Me?
People: O Lord, we know no Rock besides you, and the earth is full of your
steadfast love.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Only God most high,
People: the earth is full of your steadfast love, but we have turned away to the
many passing loves that arrest our attention. Forgetting there is no god
besides you, we often think we know what is best for ourselves and for
others. But we don’t. And so we groan in pain with the consequences
of our sins. Hear our cry for Jesus’ sake and have mercy on us.
Pastor: Beloved in Christ, God—the only God—hears your cry for mercy, blotting
out your transgressions for His own sake and remembering your sins no
more. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE
Refrain:

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
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Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that,
ever mindful of your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of
living here and dwell with you in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6–8 (“Is there a God besides Me?”)
"This is what the LORD says-- Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the
first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. Who then is like me? Let him
proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I
established my ancient people, and what is yet to come-- yes, let him foretell what will
come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know
not one."

EPISTLE Romans 8:18–27 (The Spirit helps our weakness as we wait in hope with all
creation.) I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory
that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God
to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated
from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up
to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
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bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for
it patiently. In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words
cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 (The parable of the weeds of the field)
Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good
seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then
the weeds also appeared. "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you
sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' "'An enemy did
this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?'
"'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the
wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather
the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" Then he left the crowd and went into the house.
His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field."
He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the
world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of
the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the
age, and the harvesters are angels. "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire,
so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will
weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let
him hear.

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (5:00pm & 9:00am)
SERMON HYMN #833
“Listen, God Is Calling”
Refrain:
Listen, listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy, joy.
Jesus gave His mandate: Share the good news
That He came to save us And set us free. Refrain
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Let none be forgotten Throughout the world.
In the triune name of God Go and baptize. Refrain
Help us to be faithful, Standing steadfast,
Walking in Your precepts, Led by Your Word. Refrain

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #789 “Praise and Thanksgiving”

SERMON

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer
For all things living, Created good:
Harvest of sown fields, Fruits of the orchard,
Hay from the mown fields, Blossom and wood.

(Rise)
NICENE CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at

Bless, Lord, the labor We bring to serve You
That with our neighbor We may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, We would work with You,
Harvesting, milling For daily bread.

the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

Father, providing Food for Your children,
By Your wise guiding Teach us to share
One with another, So that, rejoicing
With us, all others May know Your care.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
After each petition:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy:
People: hear our prayer.

HYMN #761 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: …. one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone.
Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly: Wash me, Savior, or I die.
While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.
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HYMN #727

“On Eagles’ Wings”

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, Who abide in His shadow for life,
Say to the Lord: “My refuge, My rock in whom I trust!”
Refrain:
And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings.
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun, And hold you in the palm of His hand.

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #575

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
And famine will bring you no fear;
Under His wings your refuge, His faithfulness your shield. Refrain

Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand.

You need not fear the terror of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day;
Though thousands fall about you, Near you it shall not come. Refrain

His oath, His covenant and blood Support me in the raging flood;
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

For to His angels He’s given a command To guard you in all of your ways;
Upon their hands they will bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain

When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone, Redeemed to stand before His throne!
Refrain

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In ev’ry high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son's body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day
of His coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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