INDEPENDENCE DAY
Freedom
June 28, July 1-2, 2017

O Beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,
who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life!
America! America! May God thy gold refine,
till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine!
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years
thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears!
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!

AS WE GATHER
As we once again celebrate our nation’s independence, we will hear much about
freedom. As citizens, we give thanks for the blessings we have and for the many who
fought for and paid the price for our liberties. While we certainly do not worship our
nation, we appropriately honor and give thanks to God for this land in which we can
freely worship the one true God. As this national celebration then passes, we are joyful
that we don’t need an annual holiday to recognize true freedom as Christians. Daily we
hold fast to the wonderful news that the battle has been fought and the price has been
paid by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, that we may have freedom from sin, eternal
death, and the devil. Today we hear the Spirit-inspired words of the apostle Paul from
Galatians and learn more about what real freedom is, guidance for lives lived in that
freedom, and the fruit freely given to us through the Holy Spirit.

WELCOME
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(Romans 15:13)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN

“America the Beautiful”

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain!
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea!
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress
a thoroughfare for freedom beat across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine every flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self control, thy liberty in law!
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W & R #727

(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: For freedom Christ has set us free;
People: stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
Pastor: Walk by the Spirit,
People: and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us pray and confess our sins to God. Lord God, you have given us
freedom and called us to follow your only-begotten Son, to learn from
Him, to live and grow in Him, and to tell others of Him.
People: But we have been distracted by the responsibilities, the busyness, and
the temptations of daily life in this world as we sin against you and one
another in thought, word, and deed by what we have done and left
undone, not loving you with our whole heart, and not loving others as
ourselves. For the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
Pastor: Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of
God to all of you. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. For freedom Christ has set us free! May He
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who began this good work in you bring it to completion on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE
Page 171
Pastor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
People: (sung)
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength
and honor and blessing and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft
into our hearts the love of your name and nourish us with all goodness
that we may love and serve our neighbor; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
FIRST READING Romans 13:1–7 (Paul urges obedience to God-given civil government)
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established
by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God
has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold
no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free
from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For
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he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear
the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on
the wrongdoer. Therefore it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because
of possible punishment but also because of conscience. This is why you pay taxes, for
the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give everyone
what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect,
then respect; if honor, then honor.

SECOND READING Galatians 5:1, 13–25 (Freedom in Christ and life by the Spirit)
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. You my brothers, were called to be free. But do
not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The
entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you
keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each
other. So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.
For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary
to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you
want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. The acts of the sinful nature
are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft;
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy;
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like
this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature
with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31–38 (The truth will set you free.)
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really
me disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They
answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone.
How can you say that we shall be set free?” Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone
who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son
belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. I know you are
Abraham’s descendents. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you have no room for my
word. I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you do what you
have heard from your father.”
(Be seated)
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #717
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
Eternal Father, strong to save, Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep Its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to Thee For those in peril on the sea.

O Trinity of love and pow’r, Our people shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, Protect them where-soe’er they go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee Glad praise from air and land and sea.
John 8:31-36

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
After each petition:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy:
People: hear our prayer.
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 SACRAMENT 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

O Spirit, whom the Father sent To spread abroad the firmament;
O Wind of heaven, by Thy might Save all who dare the eagle’s flight,
And keep them by Thy watchful care From ev’ry peril in the air.

“Set Free by the Truth!”

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, O’er which our traffic runs amain
By mountain pass or valley low; Wherever, Lord, Thy people go,
Protect them by Thy guarding hand From ev’ry peril on the land.

SERMON

At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI
Page 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #833 “Listen, God Is Calling”
Refrain:

Listen, listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy, joy.

Jesus gave His mandate: Share the good news
That He came to save us And set us free. Refrain
Let none be forgotten Throughout the world.
In the triune name of God Go and baptize. Refrain
Help us to be faithful, Standing steadfast,
Walking in Your precepts, Led by Your Word. Refrain
HYMN #700 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart.
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Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into ev’ry troubled breast;
Let us all in Thee inherit; Let us find Thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.
Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.
Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee,
Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise!
HYMN #606 “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”
I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us From accursed load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains.
I lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him;
He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem.
I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares.
I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine;
His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline.
I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your mercy you
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in
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fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
Pastor: For freedom Christ has set us free! Walk by the Spirit, and go in peace as
you serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
CLOSING HYMN #965

“God Bless Our Native Land”

God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand Through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave,
Do Thou our country save By Thy great might.
So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies; On Him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state!
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