The Monthly Herald

June & July 2016

___________________________________________________________________
From your Pastor……..
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As I write this letter, I have just recently said “Goodbye” to my only daughter, Kellie Jo, who is spending the
summer in Colorado on an internship at “Bender & Lang, CPA’s.” Yes, my daughter and son, Patrick, will both
be working for Tom Lang this summer with hopes that one day they might be working full time in the
accounting practice my dad started in the 1960’s. But I digress . . . .
I said “Goodbye,” but there is a much better German word for such occasions: Auf wiedersehen. That
German word would be translated with “Goodbye,” however a more literal and accurate translation would be:
“Until we see you again.” This is a great way to express our hopes of being reunited in the future.
I am sure many of you will be travelling this summer, heading up north or out of state or maybe just a day trip
here or there. So there will be many times you will tell others not going with you: “Goodbye.” Yet, perhaps
we would be better to tell our loved ones upon their departure: Auf wiedersehen, until we see you again.
The Ficken family has a tradition that I understand began with Gretchen’s side of the family. Whenever they
would visit loved ones and it was time to leave, they would wave white handkerchiefs as a way of saying,
“Until we meet again.” I was told they would keep waving them until the car was out of sight. Perhaps the
continuing act expressed the longing to actually see them again, because reunions are wonderful things.
I observed this tradition most recently at the funeral for Gretchen. As her earthly body was
carried in a casket and placed in the back of the hearse, the whole family stood on the steps of
our church and waved white handkerchiefs. What a wonderful way to express the Christian
hope of being reunited and seeing our loved one’s in the life to come. Jesus once said, “Now
is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away
your joy.”
As you soon get busy with summer activities, remember to reunite each week with your church family. If
weekends are busy, you can gather each Wednesday beginning June 15. If you miss two or three weeks in a
row, think of your pastors waving white hankies, longing to see you again face to face. And remember above
all, at the final departure of loved ones from this life, it is not “Goodbye,” but “Auf wiedersehen: Until we
meet again.”
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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Bible Classes
Monday Morning Bible Class
Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings (June 6, 13 and July18 & 25) at 11:30 in the
Fellowship Hall
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Sunday Morning Bible Class will resume August 28, 2016
Men’s Bible Breakfast will resume September 24, 2016
Thursday Morning GriefShare Class
This study group meets at 10:00am each Thursday morning beginning June 2nd.
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Grief Share Group
When our precious family and friends pass away, we may feel grief, loneliness, and regret. If you
have lost a loved one - recently or in the past - and would appreciate the support of others who
understand these losses, please consider attending our GriefShare meetings. DVD presentations
and reflection will cover topics related to grieving. The GriefShare group will meet Thursday
mornings during June, July, and August, from 10 am until 11:30 am.
If you have questions, please call Laurel at 414-476-9962.

The Gospel of Luke tells how Cleopas, after meeting the Risen Christ on the road, is moved to share the Good
News with others. Using this Scripture as a basis, our "Cleopas Walk" project brings our Confirmation students
together with adults in our congregation and community. The students and adults meet for fellowship, and as
they spend time together, also have the opportunity to share their faith with one another.
We thank the following for serving as Cleopas partners this year: Ruth Champeau, Ralph
and Judy Conrad, Roger and Nancy Gottschalk, Janet Johnson, Carlene Kroh, Pat Lamp,
Maxine Lutz, Marilyn Kenngott, Cristel Moecker, Helene Novak, Dale Pipkorn, Bob
Reynolds, and Dory Yale.
A special thanks goes to the family members who provided transportation to the students
and visited with our partners, too.

We, the members of Emmanuel Lutheran Church of the Deaf, would
like to say thank you very much for your donation of $722.00.
Love in Christ, the members of Emmanuel Lutheran Church of the Deaf
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Catered Chinese Lunch
Wednesday July 20th
at Noon
in the Fellowship Hall
Stay after lunch for fellowship &
games if you desire.
Cost: $8.00 per person
Honey Acres Bee Farm Tour
August 25th
Watch for more details in your
church bulletin this summer.
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Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be
Wednesday June 8th at the Olive Garden on 76th Street at
11:00am.

Ladies Guild Will resume in Fall
Elizabeth MinistryPlease remember Elizabeth Ministries
in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Quilters
Our Quilting Group meets the 1st, 3rd,
th

& 5 Monday of each month (June 6, 20 & July 18)
at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. All members of
the congregation are welcome to come & help
with this fun mission.

VBS is coming!!

Cave Quest
June 20 – 24, 2016
5:30 – 8:00pm
Signup sheets are in the narthex. Sign up
today! If interested in helping, please call
Carol Percell at 414-541-9515.

Summer
Summer time and the living is easy,
So the song lyrics go.
Summer season is a gift from God.
For our enjoyment
Enjoying nature
Enjoying gathering with family and friends.
Enjoying a quiet time in the back yard.
With a good book and glass of iced tea.
Whatever it may be, let us thank God
For summer season,
for it is a gift from Him.
Elaine Lemke
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At our Special Voters Meeting on
April 17th, the congregation voted to
place a call to Mrs. Michelle Prince
to be our Director of Parish Music.
Mrs. Prince has accepted the call
and will be joining us this summer.
Please join us as we welcome
Michelle into our midst.
Installation July 2 and 3, 2016

“Thank the Lord and sing His praise..”

LCMS NATIONAL
CONVENTION
July 9 - 14

LCMS National Convention
Online Volunteer Signup is now
available for those wishing to become
involved with this summer’s LCMS
National Convention, July 9-14.
Our South Wisconsin District is excited to
be the hub of all the activity this year as
the 66th tri-annual convention will be held
at the Wisconsin Center in downtown
Milwaukee. Choose from a variety of
volunteer opportunities, pick your
available days and times, and become a
part of this exciting event! To access this
online tool, just go to swd.lcms.org and
then follow the link to “LCMS National
Convention” on the home page. A form
that you can print and mail in is also
available there. Please call the District
office, 414-464-8100, if you have any
questions.

Renewed in Christ
Hope • Strength • Soar
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Bell Choir Concert
June 12, 2016
7:00pm in our Church Sanctuary
Come and enjoy the wonderful sound
of our Bell Choir combined with the
Bell Choir from First Lutheran Church,
Colorado Springs, CO.

Sharing God’s Bounty
June
Therefore My Brothers
Several weeks ago, the Christian Church began the season of Lent by observing Ash Wednesday. Perhaps you knelt
at the altar as your forehead was marked with ashes. You heard the words, “You are dust and to dust you shall return.”
This rite serves to remind us of our beginning: that God created man from the dust of the earth. It also foretells our
ending: that our mortal bodies will die and decay. It is a solemn moment; in truth, all of Lent is solemn. Yet, every
Christian holds in his heart a secret the world needs to know: “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:56-57). That is the
message of Easter: through Christ we have won the victory! We wept through the night of sorrow, but morning has
come and with it the joy of the morning of eternal life (Psalm 30:5b).
We remain on earth, waiting for the fullness of that joy that will be ours when we are in Heaven with the Savior. We
are not idle while we wait, however. After his glorious pronouncement of this victory over death, the Apostle Paul
continues, “Therefore my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). These are orders for all God’s servants, the “beloved
brothers.” First, “Be steadfast.” Day in and day out, not just on Sunday, but every day, all day, we are steadfast, putting
the work of the Lord first, keeping uppermost in our minds that all we do is done in his strength and for his glory. At our
work and in our homes, we remember that we “are serving the Lord” (Colossians 3:24).
We are “immovable.” We don’t get sidetracked. In his Gospel, Luke takes his readers along on Jesus’ journey to
Jerusalem. Like the Israelites traveling through the desert, Jesus’ trip was not a straight line and it included many stops
(although not for the same reasons), but as faithful as God was to deliver his chosen people, so “immovable” was Jesus
on his way. We, too, have a goal: to travel to eternal life doing the Lord’s work on our way. We are “immovable” in our
desire to practice faithful stewardship on our journey, and God is faithful to go with us on that journey.
By God’s grace through which he enables and equips us, we can “always [abound] in the work of the Lord.” By God’s
grace, we overflow with good works. We are eager and willing to give of ourselves and our resources that his work might
be done. Even when we get discouraged, we don’t quit, because we know “that in the Lord [our] labor is not in vain.”

Because God has done this, I respond gladly and freely by doing that. Because God has given himself for me,
I respond by giving myself to him in every way that I can. It is not that I owe him anything, or that he needs
in a particular way anything that I have. It is simply that I, in sheer gratitude for his many gifts, want to
return these gifts, in some small way, by giving of myself.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
On Sunday June 26, 2016, the Reverend Donald Weiss will be retiring from the Holy Ministry. He has served as
a pastor of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod for 43 years and as a pastor of St. Peter-Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Milwaukee for 32 years.
A festival worship service will be held at St. Peter-Immanuel Lutheran Church, 7801 W. Acacia St.,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin at 9:30AM on the 26th followed by a buffet luncheon in the gym at 12noon.
Anyone planning to attend the luncheon is asked to RSVP to Rodell Davis by email at rtd2-962@sbcglobal.net or
to call or text Rodell at 262-210-3384 with your information and the number of people attending.
PS Anyone who has any memorabilia involving Pastor Weiss should contact Diane Engel at 414-354-2012 or
send it digitally to Rodell Davis at the above email or phone number.
Pastor Weiss has been a strong promoter of the food pantry at SPI and in recognition of that, everyone is
encouraged to bring non-perishable food items the day of the celebration to share with the food pantry.
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Congregation and Participant Information
Commissioning Service for all NYG Participants
Saturday, July 9 and Sunday, July 10, we will have a “commissioning service” at the beginning of these services.
We hope that all our participants will be able to attend one of these two services. Those NYG participants in
attendance at these services will be called forward to be commissioned for the journey ahead. All our members
will be praying for the group and have the opportunity to follow us through modern technology. Plan to be in
church this weekend!

NYG Worship and Presentations:
July 27, 30 & 31
At our services the week of July 25 (Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday), some of our youth will share with you
their experiences and Pastor Bender will tie it all together with a message related to the theme of the gathering: “In
Christ Alone We Stand.” Plan to be in attendance at one of these three services; you won’t want to miss it!

NYG Sponsorship Brunch: July 31 @ 10:15am
As a way of saying “thank you” to those who sponsored our youth, we will be hosting a brunch on July 31. So if
you were one of those sponsors who simply wrote a check to support our fundraising goal of $21,000, please
mark your calendars and plan to be in attendance. A special letter of invitation should also come early in July.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Divine Connections
Divine Connections Volunteer Opportunity
We are looking for a few helpers to man our table at West Allis Ala Cart on June 5. What’s involved? Answer
questions, tell people what you like about St. Paul’s, invite people to our block party and hand out literature.
We would like volunteers to sign up for 1-2 hours shifts, having 2-3 people at the booth from noon to 6:00. See
the signup sheet in the Narthex or call Terri at 545-1308 to volunteer/questions.
St. Paul’s Block Party-June 12
This event is being put on by the combined efforts of our Divine Connections and Unified Connections
committees but we also need your help. Most importantly, we need you to attend! Please let us know you
are coming by signing the sheet in the narthex. Feel free to invite family and friends.
We will need some help with set up, bouncy house supervision and take down in addition to some general
help. Please see the sign- up sheets in the narthex if you are able to help.

Unified Connections
Thank you for making our Anniversary and Farewell Celebration a
success!
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St. Paul’s Youth
Parent and Youth Meeting – NYG Participants
June 9 @ 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
All youth attending the NYG and their parents are expected to attend this final meeting!
Our group of 37 participants will soon be headed down to Cajun country, where they eat jambalaya and speak with a
different kind of accent. We will see alligators on a bayou swamp tour, we will eat some French pastries called beignets,
and we will gather with 25,000 other youth and adults to worship, to serve, and to grow in faith! It will be an amazing
trip indeed!!
Before we depart, there are many final “nuts and bolts” that need to be put in place. So we are having a final meeting
on June 9. If you simply can’t make this meeting, please call Pastor Bender (541-6250; cell: 217-779-7985). At this
meeting we will share our “Hopes and Expectations” for the trip and have youth and parents sign a document that they
share the same hopes and will meet the same expectations. A tentative itinerary will be shared and travel, contact
information, and other details will be shared. Please bring your completed and signed “Medical Release Forms” to this
meeting. We will conclude with a time for questions and join our hearts and minds together in prayer. May God bless
us on our way as we stand together “In Christ Alone.”

Other Important Senior Youth Events
Car Wash: June 11 @ Martin Luther High School (5201 S. 76th)
We will gather at 9:30 am to get set up and be ready to wash cars at 10am or so. This is our final
fundraiser before the NYG and would like a lot of participants there. The more people spraying,
scrubbing, and drying the more cars we can wash. The event will end at 2:00pm. If you happen
to be one of the students taking the ACT that morning at ML, just plan to help when you are
done with your college entrance exam. May God bless us to raise hundreds . . . and perhaps
even $1,000!
Bonfire and Games: June 18 @ Risen Savior Lutheran Church (9501 W. Drexel, Franklin)
Six good folks from Risen Savior Lutheran will be joining us on our journey to the National Youth
Gathering. They have graciously invited all our senior youth to join them for a bonfire, games, and
some good fellowship. This event will run from 6:00pm to 10:00pm (or later??). This will be a
great time of fellowship and growing to know one another better!

Jr. Youth
Enjoy a fun & safe Summer!!
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