
                                                SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
                                                The Gift of the Redeemer 
                                                    March 11 & 12, 2017 
                                                      5:00pm & 8:00am 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Today we hear the wonderfully familiar “Gospel in a nutshell” from John 3. The 
first words of the passage say it well: “God so loved.” God is loving even when we 
are less than lovable. In the season of Lent, we see God’s love at work in the cross 
of Jesus. Here in worship, we receive God’s wonderful gifts that demonstrate His 
amazing love. 

WELCOME 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 

“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love. (Joel 2:12, 13b) 

                                                PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #819  “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”   

Sing Praise to God, the highest good, The author of creation,  
The God of love who understood Our need for His salvation.  
With healing balm our souls He fills And ev’ry faithless murmur stills:  
To God all praise and glory! 

What God’s almighty pow’r made, In mercy He is keeping.  
By morning glow or evening shade His eye is never sleeping.  
Within the kingdom of His might All things are just and good and right:  
To God all praise and glory! 

We sought the Lord in our distress; O God, in mercy hear us.  
Our Savior saw our helplessness And came with peace to cheer us.  
For this we thank and praise the Lord, Who is by one and all adored:  
To God all praise and glory!   
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He never shall forsake His flock, His chosen generation;  
He is their refuge and their rock, Their peace and their salvation.  
As with a mother’s tender hand, He leads His own, His chosen band:  
To God all praise and glory! 

All who confess Christ’s holy name, Give God the praise and glory. 
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim Aloud the wondrous story.  
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, For God is God, and He alone:  
To God all praise and glory! 
(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: The LORD is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. 
People: Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: 
Pastor: “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 
People: the right hand of the LORD exalts, 
All: the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: O God our Father, we confess that we are by nature sinful and that we  
 have turned away from your commands. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
Pastor: Forgive us for all that we have thought and said and done that is  
 contrary to your will and your ways, and forgive us for times we have  
 trusted in our own righteousness instead of relying on your grace in  
 Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
Pastor: Forgive us for times we have not been good stewards of your great  
 creation and for times we have been unwilling to help our neighbors as  
 we ought. 
People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. Create in  
 us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. 
Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called  
 and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, forgive you all your  
 sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
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People: Amen. 
Pastor: May the God of peace sanctify you wholly. May your spirit, soul, and  
 body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus  
 Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 
People: Amen. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, we give you glory because your mercy does not  
 change. Be gracious to all who have gone astray and turned to their own  
 ways, and bring them again with repentant hearts and steadfast faith to  
 embrace the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ, your Son,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
                                                             WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 12:1–9 (The promise of God is made to Abram.) 
The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's 
household and go to the land I will show you.  "I will make you into a great nation and I  
will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you." So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.  He took his wife Sarai, 
his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had 
acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  The LORD appeared to Abram 
and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, 
who had appeared to him. From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and 
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to 
the LORD and called on the name of the LORD.  Then Abram set out and continued 
toward the Negev. 
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EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8, 13–17  (The faith of Abraham, who believed God) 
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter?  If, in 
fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about-- but not before 
God.  What does the Scripture say?  "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 
as righteousness." Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, 
but as an obligation.  However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who 
justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.  David says the same thing 
when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart 
from works: "Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 
covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him." It was not 
through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir 
of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.  For if those who live 
by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, because law brings 
wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. Therefore, the promise 
comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's 
offspring-- not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham.  He is the father of us all. As it is written: "I have made you a father of many 
nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed-- the God who gives 
life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. 

5:00 ANTHEM                   “How Beautiful” Twila Paris arr. by Benjamin Harlan 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17  (Jesus teaches Nicodemus by night on being born again.) 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish 
ruling council.  He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher 
who has come from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing 
if God were not with him." In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see 
the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  “How can a man be born when he is old?” 
Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be 
born!" Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.'  The wind 
blows wherever it pleases.  You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 
or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."  "How can this be?" 
Nicodemus asked. "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand 
these things?  I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we 
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony.  I have spoken to you of  
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earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly 
things?  No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven-- the 
Son of Man.  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. "For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 

(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #571   “God Loved the World So That He Gave”  

God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save,  
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh;  
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done;  
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: Christ 
Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 

Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!  
To You, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 

SERMON                                   “Lifted Up For Us”                                         John 3:1-17 

(Rise) 
CATECHISM The Second Article 
Pastor: In the Second Article, our confession is focused on Jesus, our Redeemer,  
 the one God who in His love gave Himself to bring us salvation and the  
 promise of eternal life. We confess: 
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People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day  
 He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the  
 right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to  
 judge the living and the dead. 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from all  
 eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who  
 has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won  
 me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with  
 gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent  
 suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His  
 kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and  
 blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all  
 eternity. This is most certainly true. 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at 
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you 
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to 
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
 according to their needs. 

After each petition: 
Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 

At the conclusion of the prayers: 
Pastor: . . . one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
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                                                     SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                Page 198 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,  
have mercy upon us.  
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of 
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church 
background, please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #542  “When I Behold Jesus Christ” 

When I behold Jesus Christ, True God who died for me, 
I wonder much at His love As He hung on the tree. 

Refrain: What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this? 
  You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary. 
  What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this? 
  You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary. 

For me You gave all Your love, For me You suffered pain; 
I find no words, nothing can Your selflessness explain.  Refrain 

You had no sin, holy Lord, But You were tortured, tried; 
On Golgotha there for all My sins You bled and died.  Refrain 

What love is this? Greater love No one has ever known. 
My life with God-This I owe To You, and You alone.  Refrain 
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HYMN #543  “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul! 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and o the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 
HYMN #537  “Beautiful Savior” 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I’d love Thee, 
Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; Jesus shines brighter, 
Jesus shine purer Than all the angels in the sky.   
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Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and honor, 
Praise, adoration Now and forever-more be Thine! 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. Loving and giving God, we thank you for having welcomed  
 us at your Table, giving us a foretaste of the feast to come in your  
 eternal Kingdom. Grant that what we have received with our lips we  
 may keep with pure hearts, and that through the gift imparted to us in  
 this present life we may hereafter receive life everlasting. We ask this in  
 the name of Jesus, our Savior. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.   

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The blessing of almighty God—the Father, the  Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit—be upon you and remain with you always. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                  “There Is a Redeemer” (LSBuilder 971; CWS 747) 
There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son 
Precious Lamb of God Messiah Holy One 

Chorus:  Thank You O my Father For giving us Your Son 
    And leaving Your Spirit Till the work on earth is done 

Jesus my Redeemer name above all names 
Precious Lamb of God Messiah O for sinners slain  Chorus 

When I stand in glory I will see His face  
There I'll serve my King forever In that holy place  Chorus 

CCLI Song # 11483 Melody Green © 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Ears To Hear (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely 
with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1443048   
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Preacher                                       Pastor Harold Bender 
Liturgist  & Lector                                             Pastor Tim Prince 
Acolytes                                Dante Militello, Sophia Moravec 
Children’s Message                                                      Laurel Privatt 
Organist  & Grade 2-4 Director                                                 Michelle Prince   
Choir Director                                                      Nancy Hoelke 
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Lenten Dinner 4:45pm: Chicken with rice casserole, carrots, 

chocolate peanut butter bars. 
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