THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
O Refresh Us
March 18 & 19, 2017
AS WE GATHER
“O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness” (LSB 924:3). The well-known
hymn stanza reminds us that we live amid challenges and dangers each day. As
we gather for worship, we come to a place where our gracious God does refresh
us. We are sustained by Word and Sacrament. We are encouraged by the
fellowship of the faithful. Our cups run over with living water. We are renewed
and satisfied and made ready to journey further in the name of the Lord.
WELCOME
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love. (Joel 2:12, 13b)
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #542

“When I Behold Jesus Christ”

When I behold Jesus Christ, True God who died for me,
I wonder much at His love As He hung on the tree.
Refrain

What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary.
What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary.

(Rise)
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
People: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism you declared us to be
your children and gathered us into your one, holy Church, in which you
daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through your
Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive jour
prayer and praise; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

For me You gave all Your love, For me You suffered pain;
I find no words, nothing can Your selflessness explain. Refrain

KYRIE
People: ♬

You had no sin, holy Lord, But You were tortured, tried;
On Golgotha there for all My sins You bled and died. Refrain

SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

What love is this? Greater love No one has ever known.
My life with God-This I owe To You, and You alone. Refrain
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We will be following in the hymnal Divine Service Setting Four – beginning on
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Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
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Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, source of all power and renewer of health
and life, draw us ever closer to you, and supply us with the living water
that will quench our great thirst for time and for eternity. This we ask in
the name of Jesus, who offered Himself as our Savior and our Redeemer.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1–7 (God provides water from a rock at
Rephidim.) The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from
place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. So they quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to
drink." Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the
test?" But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses.
They said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and
livestock die of thirst?" Then Moses cried out to the LORD, "What am I to do with these
people? They are almost ready to stone me." The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on
ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand there before you by the
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So
Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the place Massah and
Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, "Is
the LORD among us or not?"

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Romans 5:1–8 (Christ died for us while we were still sinners.)
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but
we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
whom he has given us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for
a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Rise)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 4th chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given
to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey,
sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to
draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" (His disciples had gone into
the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you
for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." "Sir,"
the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you
get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and
drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" Jesus answered,
"Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I
give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so
that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." He told her, "Go,
call your husband and come back." "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her,
"You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is
quite true." "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship
is in Jerusalem." Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship
what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." The woman said, "I know
that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to
us." Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." Just then his disciples returned
and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you
want?" or "Why are you talking with her?" Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went
back to the town and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me everything I
ever did. Could this be the Christ?" They came out of the town and made their way
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toward him. Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the
woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." So when the Samaritans came
to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his
words many more became believers. They said to the woman, "We no longer believe
just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this
man really is the Savior of the world."

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
(Be seated)
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #849

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”

Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees’ the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’rydread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace.
Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged
sword. Praise the One who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.
Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one.
SERMON

“Left Behind”

(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. God of grace, we pray for the one holy
Christian and apostolic Church of all believers, that she may be led by
your Spirit as she journeys through the wilderness of this life.
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People: As members of this Church, may we drink only from the pure fountain
of God’s holy Word and not seek nourishment from other sources.
Pastor: Lord of the Church, we pray for all pastors in Christ, that they may
faithfully preach the Word of the Lord, rightly dividing Law and Gospel.
People: Grant us ears that hear your truth, hearts that are filled by it, that we
may believe your Word and live according to the truth.
Pastor: God, our Refuge, we pray for all who are troubled in their consciences or
burdened by the memory of their sins, that they may be comforted by
the peace we now have through our Lord, Jesus Christ.
People: Whenever we struggle with sin and temptation, move us by your Spirit
to turn to Him who died for us while we were still sinners, that we
might receive His grace in our time of need.
Pastor: Lord of us all, we pray for all who are gathered here today to worship,
that we may recognize God’s presence among us and receive His gifts of
forgiveness, life and salvation.
People: Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we sing His praise and worship
Him in spirit and in truth.
Pastor: Lord of the nations, bless our national and local governments, that we
might be blessed with wise and capable leaders who seek to humbly
serve those they govern.
People: And lead us by your Spirit that we would respect those in authority
and also be granted peace and prosperity.
Pastor: Almighty God, bless those who are preparing to be pastors, teachers,
deaconesses and other church workers, especially Brad Akey and Katie
Kelly from our congregation.
People: Make them diligent in their studies that they may be well prepared to
serve their Lord in their various callings.
Pastor: Father in heaven, uphold all those undergoing temptation or doubts
about their faith.
People: Strengthen them by the power of the Holy Spirit through the Lord’s
Word.
Pastor: Lord of compassion and healing, we pray for the sick, suffering and
recovering including Pastor Stanton, Harvey, Cliff, Al, Frank, Doris, Carol,
Tom, Ervin, Larry, Flora, Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene,
Roemelle, LuEva, Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard, Linda, Gladys,
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Jack, Shirley and Sarah.

People: Grant them health and healing in due time, and comfort them by your
presence and your promises.
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for all who will receive the gift of your body
and blood this day, that they may be granted to receive this holy Supper
in repentant faith.
People: Fill us with the joy and peace of sins forgiven.
Pastor: Lord of life, we pray for all those who mourn, especially the family and
friends of Bob Koeslin, that they may be comforted by the blessed hope
of the resurrection to eternal life. Bless also Sharon and she remembers
her loved ones, Richard and Renee.
People: Grant us all to remain steadfast in the true faith until we join all the
saints around His throne in His eternal kingdom.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

 SACRAMENT 
(Rise)
PREFACE & SANCTUS
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Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings you so freely bestow on us and all
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creation. Above all, we give thanks for your boundless love shown to us
when you sent your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to
all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name,
evermore praising you and saying:
People: ♬ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
PRAYERS, WORDS OF OUR LORD & PAX DOMINI
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Pastor: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for you have had
mercy on us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. In your righteous judgment
you condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit,
and you justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.
Yet, in your great mercy, you promised salvation by a second Adam,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for
all who trust in Him.
We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat
and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of
forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He taught us:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat, this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you in the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI ♬
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O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #642

“O Living Bread from Heaven”

O living Bread from heaven, How well you feed your guest!
The gifts that you have given Have filled my heart with rest.
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, Oh, cup that heals our woes!
My heart, this gift possessing, With praises overflows.
My Lord, you here have led me To this most holy place
And with yourself have fed me The treasures of your grace;
For you have freely given What earth could never buy,
The bread of life from heaven, That now I shall not die.
You gave me all I wanted; This food can death destroy.
And you have freely granted The cup of endless joy.
My Lord, I do not merit The favor you have shown,
And all my soul and spirit Bow down before your throne.
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Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened With heav’nly food, while here
My course on earth is lengthened, To serve with holy fear.
And when you call my spirit To leave this world below,
I enter, through your merit, Where joys unmingled flow.

HYMN #411

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father.
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart Lord Jesus.
I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus.
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus
HYMN #763

“When Peace, Like a River”

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control, That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
He lives oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
It is well with my soul, It is well, it is well with my soul.
And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
Even so it is well with my soul. It is well with my soul,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
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COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
NUNC DIMITTIS
O Lord, now let your servant Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory Of your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles Unto your holy hill,
The glory of your people, your chosen Israel.
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Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way.
Let not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day.

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding Through all eternity.
COLLECT, BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION
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Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son’s body and
blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage
that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no
end; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #924 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness.
Thanks we give and adoration For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found.
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