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FROM THE PASTOR…
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
What do you think of when you hear the word “Sacrifice”? Perhaps you think of
soldiers, men and women who proudly wear the uniform of one of our armed
services, those willing to lay down their lives to protect our nation and our
freedoms. Maybe you think of parents or others who have given up much to
support you in life, help you through college, to be there for you in difficult times.
If you have watched the news lately, you might think of the 21 Coptic Christians
who were put to death by Islamic fundamentalists simply for being Christian.
Of course, during this season of Lent, we think often of the supreme sacrifice
made for our salvation: the sinless Son of the living God bleeding and dying on a
cross to make atonement for the sins of the whole world. The night before He
died for us, Jesus said: “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his
life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” (John 15:13-14) What a blessing to be a friend of
Jesus!
What does Jesus command us? Jesus says, “Take up your cross and follow me.” (Matt. 16:24, Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23)
Jesus exhorts us, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34) Jesus teaches us, “So in
everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.” (Matt. 7:12, Luke 6:31) What is the call, the
command, the exhortation of our Lord? Live a sacrificial, loving, giving kind of life. It is life under the cross.
Of course, such a life is not lived to earn God’s grace and favor. The sacrificial life is not lived to gain salvation. Such
a life is lived in view of Christ’s sacrifice and out of gratitude for it. So the apostle Paul writes, “Therefore, I urge
you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is
your spiritual act of worship.” (Romans 12:1)
Throughout this season of Lent, we are to be mindful of sacrifice. The once-for-all-sacrifice of Jesus Christ, beaten
and bloodied, hanging on a cross for us and all people is the centerpiece of this holy season. We should ponder anew
all Christ went through for our salvation. Then, in gratitude and with that great sacrifice ever in our view, we worship
God as living sacrifices. We also gather with the saints of old at altars built in response to God’s goodness,
remembering how our God has delivered His people in the past: Noah through the flood, Abraham led to a new
promised land, Isaac saved by a substitute sacrifice, and Israelites saved from a plague through the blood of the
Passover lamb that foreshadowed the ultimate substitute for each of us.
Seeking with all of you to live the sacrificial life under the cross of Christ!
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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THE ALTARS OF THE PENTATEUCH
A LENTEN MIDWEEK SERIES
The first five books of the Bible, Genesis through Deuteronomy are called the books of
Moses, or the Pentateuch. In them we find the mention of early
altars, usually constructed of piled up stones. Altars were
placed at significant places and events. This Lent we will hear
about five of these altars, and their connection with both Old
Testament and New Testament events. Services will be at 10:00
AM and 6:00 PM each Wednesday in Lent. In addition, on
Wednesday, March 11, Steve Cohen of the Apple Of His Eye
LCMS outreach to Jewish people, will be here to make a presentation on the Seder
(Passover) meal at both services, with an actual Passover meal taking the place of the
evening service.

WEDNESDAY, March 4
ABRAHAM: The Altar Of The Substitute

Genesis 22:1-18

WEDNESDAY: March 11
THE SEDER MEAL: Steve Cohen; Apple Of His Eye Ministry
WEDNESDAY: March 18
AARON: The Altar Of The Golden Calf
WEDNESDAY: March 25
JOSHUA: The Altar Of Crossing

Exodus 32:1-24
Deuteronomy 27:1-8

“Apple of His Eye” Coming to St. Paul’s
For our Lenten midweek services on March 11, we are having a special presenter
from Apple of His Eye ministry. Apple of His Eye is an LCMS ministry that works
most specifically with the Jewish community, helping them to understand that
Jesus is their long-awaited Messiah. At the 10:00 a.m. service on March 11, Steve
Cohen will present “Christ in the Passover”, which explains how Jesus’ sacrifice on
the cross fulfills the Old Testament Passover feast.
For the evening service on March 11 at 6:00 p.m. we will actually participate in a
Passover Seder Meal as a congregation. This will take the place of both the Lenten
meal and the evening service. The Passover was the very meal that Jesus and His
disciples were eating when Jesus instituted the precious sacrament we call The Lord’s
Supper. On the night of March 11, we will eat that very same meal, which will help us
understand Christ’s fulfillment of this ancient festival and will add meaning to our own
partaking of Christ’s holy supper. Sign-up in the narthex or by the elevator. Plan on being a part of
this special evening.
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Lenten Meals
Lenten Meals will be served each Wednesday in Lent at 4:45pm in the Fellowship Hall.
The Seder meal on the 11th will begin at 6:00pm.
Here’s the menu:
March 4th Spaghetti with garlic bread, tossed green salad, hot dog kid meals, dessert
March 11th Traditional Seder Meal & kosher kids hot dog meals
March 18th Chicken noodle soup, rolls with butter, hot dog kids meals, veggies & dip, dessert
March 25th Tacos, Spanish rice, hot dog kids meals, chocolate cake with peanut butter frosting

It’s time to order
Easter flowers

At our February 15 Voters Meeting, we voted to
place a call to Dr. Christopher Cody to be our
new school principal. Please keep him and Mt.
Olive Lutheran Church & School, his current
school, in your prayers as he considers the call.

White Lilies
Purple Geraniums
Yellow Daffodils
Pink Tulips
Blue Hyacinth

$8.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00

Order envelopes are in the
narthex & by the elevator.
Deadline: Sunday March 22nd.
Checks should be made out to
St. Paul’s Altar Guild
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Bible Classes
Sunday Mornings at 9:15am
Pastor Bender’s Class
We continue wending our way through the
Revelation given to St. John. During the month
of March we will finish looking at the two beasts
of Chapter 13 and then continue on into Chapter
14 with the proclamation of three angels
regarding the end of all things as we know
them, followed by the Harvest of the earth on
the grand day of judgment. We will begin
looking at Chapters 15 & 16, which describe
seven angels who pour out the wrath of God
upon the world before the return of Christ. Even
though these are difficult prophecies to learn
about, we remember the promise of God at the
beginning of the Revelation: “Blessed is the
one who reads the words of this prophecy
and blessed are those who hear and take it
to heart . . . .” Come and join us each Sunday
at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall.

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
The Gospel of Matthew is the Book of the Bible that we are
working our way through. The topics in March are as follows:
March 14, 2015
Jesus Teaches in Parables, John Beheaded, Miraculous
Feedings, and Walking on Water (Chapters 13-15)
March 28, 2015
The Demand for a Sign, Peter’s Confession, the
Transfiguration surrounded by Jesus’ Predictions of His
Death (Chapters 16-17)
All men are welcome to join us. We meet at 7:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall (79th street doors are unlocked). We pray, we
eat breakfast, and then spend some time in God’s Word. The
breakfast is good, but then we remember:
“Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of the Lord.”

Monday Mornings at 11:30am
The Monday morning ladies Bible study is taking a look at three of the minor prophets. They meet each
week in the Fellowship Hall. Why not join the group and grow in your knowledge of God’s Word.
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Thursday Mornings at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
In March we will finish the study on Christianity: The First Three Centuries. The final lesson will be on
the Great Deliverance of the early church in the early fourth century. There were final persecutions, but
then the rise of Constantine, the legalization of Christianity, and a time of great peace was experienced by
the church after much difficulty and even bloodshed. The next study will be “The Week that Changed the
World.” It will help us grow in understanding Holy Week and Easter as the most significant events the
world has ever witnessed. Join us each Thursday at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.

Kids Bible Hour 9:15am each Sunday
Senior High Bible Study 9:15am
in the Instructional Room
Leaders: Mike & Erin Carson
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Sharing God’s Bounty
March

The Name that Is Above Every Name
Obedience has become an almost ignored concept. Some parents believe that requiring obedience
from their children stifles their creative and emotional development. Many couples remove the word
“obey” from the vows that brides give to their grooms. To expect employees to obey their employers is
certainly not acceptable.
To God, however, obedience is not only acceptable, it is required. Disobedience to God is what is
known as sin. And sin separates. Sin separates us from God and from each other. Sin prevents us from living
the abundant life that Christ came to give us (John 10:10). On the other hand, obedience is proof of love: “If
you love me, you will obey what I command,” Jesus says (John 14:15).
Unfortunately, as sinful beings, we are unable to obey our Lord’s commands fully. Even the great
apostle Paul struggled with this reality. He confessed, “I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot
carry it out” (Romans 7:18). As he relates his dilemma
– the dilemma all Christians face – he asks, “Who will THE LORD'S SUPPER
rescue me from this body of death?” (For as surely as Let us never take it lightly,
day follows night, death follows disobedience) He treat it as another ritual of the Church.
answers exultantly, “Thanks be to God – through Jesus But a sacred blessing, from Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
May I share my personal thoughts with you?
Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24-25)
When approaching the altar,
Jesus has lived the perfect life in our place. Jesus
willingly emptied himself, made himself nothing, “and
became obedient to death – even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and
gave him the name that is above every name”
(Philippians 2:7-9).

I visualize Jesus weak, beaten, bloody body,
carrying his cross to Calvary, for for you and me.
When receiving his body,
I visualize, him nailed upon the cross,
suffered and died there for you and me.
When receiving his blood,
I visualize his blood flowing from his being cleansed once
more in his precious running from his wounds,
being cleansed once more by his precious blood.
Truly, the Lord’s Supper is a sacred moment.
Between you and our Savior.

Jesus did what we cannot do. Jesus
triumphed over sin, death, and the devil.
Jesus, dead and buried, would not stay Submitted by Elaine Lemke
there! Jesus has risen! He is exalted to
the highest place! He has given us his Spirit, the Counselor, who lives with us and in us (John
14:16-17), to sanctify us for obedience to our Father and service to others. This Spirit equips and enables
us to be faithful stewards of the Gospel and all his gifts. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
Christian Stewardship is the practice of systematic and proportionate giving of time, abilities, and
material possessions based on the conviction that these are a trust from God, to be used in God’s
service for the benefit of all mankind in grateful acknowledgement of Christ’s redeeming love.
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We Lutherans like little books. Witness the Small Catechism, or the
little red Lutheran Book Of Prayers many of us were given as
confirmation gifts. I Am A Church Member is a little book packed
with meaning. Its six chapters explore what it means to be a positive,
active, supporting, prayerful church member. In the six weeks
following Easter, we will be reading and discussing this book and its
subject in worship services, Bible studies, and our own private
reading. We’re encouraging our members to buy a copy (only $ 5
each) on the weekends of March 21 and 22, or March 28 and 29.
We’ll be making them available in the narthex at the Welcome Table
before and after our worship services (please try to bring in the exact amount of $ 5 if cash).
Our Board of Stewardship is sponsoring this inspiring
journey of reflection. Join us!

Ladies Aid
Ladies Aid will meet on Wednesday, April
1st at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.
After a brief business meeting and Bible
Study, we will have a visual presentation
“A Trip to the Zoo”.
Bring a sandwich and join us for the
program, dessert and fellowship.

Widows Lunch
The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday
March 11th at Finn McGuire’s 5171 S. 108th
Street, immediately following our 10:00am
Lenten worship service.

Quilters
We meet in the Fellowship Hall the 1st, 3rd & 5th Monday of
each month at 9:00am. If you have an interest in quilting,
stop by & see what we do. We are always looking for new people to join our group!

Elizabeth Ministry
Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Ladies Book Club
We will be reading “Still Alice” by Lisa Genova for our March 9 th Ladies Book Club. Please join us
at the Early Childhood Center at 6:30pm to discuss this book. Hope to see you there! If there are any
questions, please call Jennifer Ricard at 546-4652.
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We have ideas in the works for 2015, but the committee would like your input or suggestions.
There is a sheet in the Narthex and elevator room with some of our ideas listed. Please let us
know which ones you might be interested in. Also please feel free to make any other
suggestions. We are also looking for restaurant recommendations. If you know of any places
that you think the group may like write them in the place provided.
Please fill out a sheet and return it to one of our mailboxes. Thanks for your help!
The committee: Ron Gray, Judy Bergstrom, Carole Wirtala, Sharon Stehmeier, David Baars, Janine Cherney.

Biggest Loser Final Results
The calorie counting and portion control efforts have paid off, at least for some! The
discipline of exercise and the workouts with Sarah Hluchnik blessed many of our staff and
members to not only lose weight but get into better physical condition! What a blessing! Well,
the final weigh-in took place on “Fat Tuesday,” February 17. Indeed, we have some Big
winners who were the Biggest losers.
For the ladies, Danielle Jackson, our 5th & 6th grade teacher at St. Paul’s, was the “Biggest
Loser.” Danielle had a goal of losing 10 pounds and she actually lost 12 pounds. Way to go,
Danielle! Of honorable mention is our school secretary, Tammy Evers, who had a goal of
losing 10 pounds and lost 11. What excellent discipline and effort was shown by these sistersin-Christ. As a whole, the six ladies lost a total of 48 pounds.
For the guys, Steve Wollerman, one of our elders here at St. Paul’s, took the title of “Biggest
Loser.” Steve had a goal of losing 20 pounds and he actually lost 24 pounds. Excellent work,
Steve! Of honorable mention is Jack Burkee, who lost 13 of his 15 pound goal, Vince Rauter,
who lost 19 of his 30 pound goal, and Scott Mueller who lost 8 pounds toward the goal of
losing 10. For the eight gentlemen who participated, the total weight loss is 87 pounds.
What a wonderful thing for losers to become winners! Those who participated gained better
health and conditioning, grew in relationship with other Christians, and helped raise some
funds to support our youth ministry. That is a win, win, win!! Of course, all of us “sinful
losers” are “winners in Christ!” Thanks be to God, He gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ! (1 Cor. 15:57) Thanks to all who participated and supported this effort.
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Lenten Season
40 Days of Self-Denial
Benefitting Emmanuel Lutheran Church of the Deaf in West Allis
A buck . . . it’s just a dollar. It buys you a soft drink or a menu item from
the dollar menu at McDonalds. It can buy you a candy bar, a cup of coffee,
or a small bag of chips. Or, it can help spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
people who need to hear with their eyes and their hearts.
Make a sacrifice for each day of the forty days of Lent . . . a sacrifice of just
a buck. The forty days are Mondays through Saturdays, starting with Ash
Wednesday and ending with Holy Saturday (Easter Eve). Put a single dollar
bill in the folder each day of Lent and bring them in on Easter Sunday.
If you wish, you may do a brief devotion with the placing of the dollar in
the folder for each day of the week as follows:
Monday – Say a prayer for those who do not know Jesus as
Savior and Lord; name anyone you know personally.
Tuesday – Read Mark 7:31-37. Then say a prayer for deaf
ministry and especially Emmanuel Lutheran Church.
Wednesday – Say a prayer thanking God for the sacrifice of
His Son on the cross for your personal salvation.
Thursday – As you ponder the small sacrifice you are making
each day, pray and ask God to help you become more sacrificial in
your daily life and giving.
Friday – Read Romans 10:14-17. Say a prayer thanking God
that He opened your ears to hear the Gospel of Jesus.
Saturday – Thank God in prayer for the privilege of gathering
for worship with brothers and sisters in Christ.

We're bringing Easter Breakfast back!
To make this happen, we are looking for a few members
or groups that would be willing to help in the set-up,
cooking, serving and/or clean-up. Could you help?
Easter is such a joyful time and it is a blessing to sit
with family and friends around the table and rejoice
together in all God’s good gifts. If you can help, please
call Darlene in the church office: 541-6250.
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St. Paul’s Youth
Jr. Youth
Planning is still being done for our March and April Events. Keep an eye out in the bulletin
and school newsletter for more info! Thanks to the Zimmermann's for hosting in February.
We will definitely be discussing the movie at our March gathering.
Happy Spring Break to you and God's Blessings!

Sr. Youth
Saturday, March 7

Fun & Fellowship @ the Scheuer’s

Thursday, March 26

Saturday, March 28

Scheuer’s House 6:30 pm
11841 W. Arthur Ave.

Youth Bible Study – Noah
Pastor’s House 7:00 pm
2367 S. 118th St.

St. Paul’s Youth Dinner & Auction
(Parents & Youth working together)

SPLC – Gym

6:30 pm

Spring Toddler Class begins April 7, 2015. Our toddler class begins again for children ages 2-3 to be
accompanied by a parent or other adult relative. The new session begins Tuesday April 7th from 6 –
7:15pm at the ECC. This is a great opportunity for adults and their little ones to interact with each other
and with children their own age. This program is open to any 2 or 3 year old not currently attending our
day school program. If you know neighbors or friends, please invite them to come. The cost is $65 for
the 7 week program beginning April 7th. Mrs. Shemanske 541-6251 ext 2503, can provide you with more
details should you have a question. Registration forms are available at the back of the church or in the school office.
0.Martin Luther High School Drama Department presents “Cheaper by the Dozen” March 6-8, 2015 at the
High School. Check out martinlutherhs.org for all the details.
THANK YOU
to everyone who supported our Kid’s Bible Hour and the youth Fund Raiser at Capri.
A check for $219 was received for our young people, who appreciate your help.

9

A heartfelt thanks to Rose Marie McGill for her dedicated
service to St. Paul’s. Rose Marie has been entering our offerings
into the computer each week for us for the past 25 + years, and
will retire later this month. Thank you Rose Marie!
If anyone would like to volunteer to help enter the offerings, please contact the church office.

Daylight Savings Time
On Saturday March 7th, be sure to
turn your clocks 1 hour AHEAD
before going to bed.

MARCH 28TH 2015
DINNER AUCTION
It will be a night of fun with a chance to get some good deals on some awesome items. This
event will help fund a houseboat trip for our youth in July as well as help in supporting a
fellow member with his cancer battle. More information to follow.
HOW CAN YOU HELP?
WE NEED DONATIONS OF NEW/UNUSED ITEMS FOR THE AUCTION!
 If you know a business that would be willing to donate, please ask.
You can obtain a letter if needed.
 If you have unwanted gift cards, they can be donated.
 If you know anybody who sells items, they may be willing to donate.
 If you belong to an organization, they may be willing to create a themed gift basket.
WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY HELP TO MAKE THIS A SUCCESS!
Please see Kelly Crist or Gina Osell with questions.
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March 2015
Monthly Planner
Sunday

M onday

Tue sday

We dne s day

Thurs day

1

2

3

4

8:00 AM Wor ship

9:00 AM Quilter s

6:30 PM Boa r ds

10 :0 0 AM Wor ship 9:00 AM Ta i Chi

7:00 PM Finance

4:45 PM Le nten Meal

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Wor ship

6:00 PM Be lls

9:15 AM Bible Cla ss 10:00 AM Tai Chi
& Kids Bible Hour 11:30 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Worship
7:00 PM Pr a ise
Ba nd

5

Friday

Sat ur day

6

7

6:30 PM Ad ult Game

5:00 PM Worship

Night

6:30 PM Sr Youth fun &
Fellowship @
Scheuer's

6:00 PM Pu blic

Daylight Savings - turn

Confirmation

your clock AHEAD 1

7:15 PM Ch oir

hour

8

9

10

11

8:00 AM Wor ship

10:00 AM Tai Chi

6:00 PM Council

10 :0 0 AM Wor ship 9:00 AM Ta i Chi

7:00 AM Mens

11 :0 0 AM Widow s 10:00 AM Bible Class
6:00 PM Be lls
Lunch

5:00 PM Worship

9:15 AM Bible Cla ss 11:30 AM Bible Class
& Kids Bible Hour 6:30 PM La dies Book
10 :3 0 AM Pr aise
Wor ship

Club

12

13

14
Breakfast

6:00 PM Seder Meal6:00 PM Pu blic
Confirmation
7:15 PM Ch oir

15

16

8:00 AM Wor ship

9:00 AM Quilter s

17

18

19

10 :0 0 AM Wor ship 9:00 AM Ta i Chi

9:15 AM Bible Cla ss 10:00 AM Tai Chi
& Kids Bible Hour 11:30 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Worship
7:00 PM Pr a ise
Ba nd

20

21

7:30 PM Sr. Fun Seek-

5:00 PM Worship

4:45 PM Le nten Meal

10:00 AM Bible Class

ers - Sunset

6:00 PM Wor ship

6:00 PM Be lls

Playh ouse

6:00 PM Pu blic
Confirmation
7:15 PM Ch oir

22

23

24

25

8:00 AM Wor ship

10:00 AM Tai Chi

6:30 PM Elder s

10 :0 0 AM Wor ship 9:00 AM Ta i Chi

9:15 AM Bible Cla ss 11:30 AM Bible Class
& Kids Bible Hour

26

27

28
7:00 AM Mens
Breakfast

4:45 PM Le nten Meal

10:00 AM Bible Class

6:00 PM Wor ship

6:00 PM Be lls

5:00 PM Worship

6:00 PM Pu blic

6:30 PM Yo uth Dinner

10 :3 0 AM Pr aise
Wor ship

& Auction

Confirmation
7:00 PM Sr Youth Bible
Study
7:15 PM Ch oir

29

30

8:00 AM Wor ship

9:00 AM Quilters

9:15 AM Bible Cla ss 10:00 AM Tai Chi
& Kids Bible Hour 11:30 AM Bible Class
10:30 AM Worship

Pa lm Su nd ay
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5
12
19
26
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20
27

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
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23
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17
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4
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25

