“And whosoever cometh, I will not cast him out.”
O patient love of Jesus, Which drives away our doubt,
Which, though we be unworthy Of love so great and free,
Invites us very sinners To come, dear Lord, to Thee!

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Jesus Laid Down His Life
March 22 & 23, 2014
AS WE GATHER
How many people would you be willing to take a bullet for, that is, to die for? A spouse? A son
or daughter? A close friend? To actually lay down your life to save the life of someone else
would mean that you love that person tremendously. The person you are dying for also likely
loves you a great deal as well. Today’s Epistle speaks of One who laid down His life for us, “but
God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
Even though we are sinners and do not always show love for our Lord, Jesus still willingly laid
down His life for us on the cross in the greatest act of love the world has ever seen. We cannot
help but ask in wonder, What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love
is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss To bear the dreadful
curse for my soul, for my soul, To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

WELCOME
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding." Proverbs 9:10
FELLOWSHIP GREETING
+ PREPARATION +
OPENING HYMN #684 “Come Unto Me, Ye Weary”
“Come unto Me, ye weary, And I will give you rest.”
O Blessed voice of Jesus, Which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, Of pardon, grace, and peace,
Of joy that hath no ending, Of love that cannot cease.
“Come unto Me, ye wand’rers, And I will give you light.”
O loving voice of Jesus, Which comes to cheer the night!
Our hearts were filled with sadness, And we had lost our way;
But Thou hast brought us gladness And songs at break of day.
“Come unto Me, ye fainting, And I will give you life.”
O Cheering voice of Jesus, Which comes to aid our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, The fight is fierce and long;
But Thou hast made us mighty And stronger than the strong.

(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
People: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Pastor: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving;
People: let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!
Pastor: For the LORD is a great God,
People: and a great King above all gods.
LENTEN LITANY
Pastor: O Lord,
People: have mercy.
Pastor: O Christ,
People: have mercy.
Pastor: O Lord,
People: have mercy.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Lord God, we come before you as people who are parched with a thirst
created by our sin, our own sins of what we have done and left undone.
Left to ourselves, our sinful thirst would lead to death and hell. We come
to you this day with repentant hearts, seeking the water that Christ
gives, which wells up to eternal life. As people belonging to Christ, let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
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Pastor: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Upon this, your confession, I, by
virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character,
and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. You see, at just the right time, when
we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous
man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious
to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with
penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of your Word; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
+ WORD +

So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the
well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to
her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The
Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask
me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew
the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would
have given you living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the
well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?” Jesus
answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I
give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and
come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you
have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not
your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you
are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where
we must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship
what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time
is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in spirit and in truth.” The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming.
When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am
he.” Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But
no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” Then, leaving her water
jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me
everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” They came out of the town and made their way
toward him. Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s
testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged
him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of his words many more became

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1–7
The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to
drink. So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses replied, “Why do
you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?” But the people were thirsty for
water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt
to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” Then Moses cried out to the Lord,
“What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord answered
Moses, “Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will stand there before you by the
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses
did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the place Massah and Meribah because
the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

EPISTLE Romans 5:1–8
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now
stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our
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(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL John 4:5–26 –30, 39–42
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Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore.
For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

believers. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Laurel Privatt & Pastor Stanton

SERMON HYMN #420
“Christ, the Life of All the Living”
Stanzas 1-4
Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the depth of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe:
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit,
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Thou hast borne the smiting only That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul;
Yes, the curse of God enduring, Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.
All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou mightest own me
And with heav’nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
SERMON

“A Hope That Doesn’t Disappoint”

Romans 5:1-8

HYMN #420
“Christ, the Life of All the Living”
Stanzas 5-7
Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain I might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence I gain security;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Thou has suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
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(Rise)
NICENE CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end
of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished,
please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. You
may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.

(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray to the Father who has given us the water of eternal life in His
Son. Father of glory, only the gift of your Spirit quenches the thirst of
man. Look in mercy on all the ways your Church seeks to bring the
fountain of living water to the world.
People: Prosper the preaching of the gospel and the call of repentance, that
many may live by grace and receive your great forgiveness.
Pastor: O holy One, you call us to worship you in spirit and in truth. Deliver your
people from drawing near to you with their lips, while their hearts are
far from you.
People: Renew our faltering worship and make our praise a sacrifice acceptable
to you in your Son’s forgiving love.
Pastor: Gracious God, your Son’s embrace of the outcast was limitless. Break
down all the barriers that would keep us from sharing your acceptance
and love with others.
People: Help us to treasure and value each person as one who is precious to
you through your Son’s sacrifice.
Pastor: Almighty God, you provide for all our needs of body and soul. Forgive us
for all the times we grumble or are forgetful or doubtful of your
promised provision.
People: Increase our faith that we might be set free from worry and trust you
completely.
Pastor: Compassionate One, your Son does not quench the smoldering wick.
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Remember in mercy all those who struggle with fear and doubts.
People: Strengthen all your children through your Word and promises.
Pastor: Ruler of all, you have commanded us to pray for those in authority. Look
in kindness on our president, our public servants and all our armed
forces.
People: Move all those in positions of authority to serve according to your will,
bringing a blessing to our nation and the nations of the world.
Pastor: Healing God, no sickness, sorrow or death is stronger than your almighty
love. Into your hands, then, we commend all who have asked for our
prayers especially Mae, Charles, Bill, Dennis, Jon, Rosalie, Dorothy, Ruth,
Warren, Dorothy, Sarah and Joe.
People: Grant them restoration, peace and a share in your unquenchable joy.
Pastor: Nourishing One, you provide us not only with the goods of this world,
but with food from the age to come, the holy body and blood of your
Son, risen from the dead, seated at your right hand.
People: Grant that all who partake of this feast today may be strengthened to
set their hope fully on the grace to be revealed on the day of His
coming.
Pastor: Faithful Keeper of every promise, your Son has told us that whoever
believes in Him shall never die. With joy we thank you for those who live
in Him, though their bodies rest in the earth. Today we join with Rosalie,
Steve, Jean and Sharon remembering loved ones.
People: Bring us all to the unspeakable joys they know in your heavenly
presence.
Pastor: We praise you for all blessings, and we join with Tom & Lisa celebrating
their anniversary. All these things, O Lover of mankind, we ask in the
name of Him who did not shun the cross, but embraced it to give us the
life that never ends, even Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
+ SACRAMENT +
WORDS OF OUR LORD
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THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
“Lamb of God”
Page 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS
congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, please see the
pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #637 “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”
Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you out-poured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and himself the priest.
He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.
Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.
HYMN #437 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”
Alas! And did my Savior bleed, And did my sov’reign die?
Would He devote that sacred head For such a worm as I?
Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown, And love beyond degree!
Well might the sun in darkness hide And shut his glories in
When God, the mighty maker, died For His own creatures’ sin.
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Thus might I hide my blushing face While His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, And melt mine eyes to tears.
But drops of grief can ne’er repay The debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away: ‘Tis all that I can do.
HYMN #609 “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”
Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People: Amen.

Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live: Jesus sinners doth receive.

BENEDICTION
Pastor: Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
People: ever singing your praise!
Pastor: Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
People: in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon you with favor and + give
you peace.
People: Amen.

I, a sinner, come to Thee With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me; Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

CLOSING HYMN #427 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime.

Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression.
It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion:
For these words I now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.

When the woes of life o’er-take me, Hope deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.

Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
Jesus sinners doth receive; Also I have been forgiven:
And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your
9

When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day.
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide.
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