FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Blindness and Vision
March 25 & 26, 2017
AS WE GATHER
The Bible uses several images to picture God’s salvation coming into a person’s life: light
in darkness, blindness turning to vision, the lost being found, the hungry being fed, the
sinful being cleansed and forgiven, and even the dead being raised to life. God sent
Jesus to bring this salvation into the lives of all people, including us today. We meditate
today on God’s gift of salvation through Jesus, praying that He would open our eyes to
see and our hearts to receive the gifts He brings us today.

WELCOME
“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love. (Joel 2:12, 13b)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #545 “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”
Word of God, come down on earth, Living rain from heav’n descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth Faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You.
Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav’n to die, Crucified for our salvation,
Saving Word, the world restoring, Speak to us, Your love outpouring.
Word that caused blind eyes to see, Speak and heal our mortal blindness;
Deaf we are: our healer be; Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness.
Be our Word in pity spoken, Heal the world, by sin now broken.
Word that speaks God’s tender love, One with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above, God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.
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(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Women: Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!
Men: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!
People: We bless you from the house of the LORD.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly Father.
People: Eternal God, we confess that we are sinners in need of forgiveness. By
nature we are sinful from the very beginning of our life. Through our
thoughts, words, and deeds, we continually sin against you. We have
lived for ourselves in many ways, breaking your commands that direct
us not to lie, steal, or transgress your holy will. We have walked in the
darkness of bad choices and have left unfulfilled opportunities to do
good and be blessings to others. O God, in your mercy, forgive our sin
and free us from selfishness and indifference, that we may joyfully
follow your will and gladly obey your commandments. Graciously
forgive our sins and direct us in ways of compassion and love.
Pastor: God promises to hear those who turn to Him with repentant hearts.
Upon this your confession, in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God
of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit,
soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace.
People: Amen.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray.
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People: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as
your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that
we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for
all your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14–21 (The Lord will turn darkness into light.)
"For a long time I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back.
But now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant.
I will lay waste the mountains and hills and dry up all their vegetation;
I will turn rivers into islands and dry up the pools.
I will lead the blind by ways they have not known,
along unfamiliar paths I will guide them;
I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth.
These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.
But those who trust in idols, who say to images, 'You are our gods,'
will be turned back in utter shame.
"Hear, you deaf; look, you blind, and see!
Who is blind but my servant, and deaf like the messenger I send?
Who is blind like the one committed to me, blind like the servant of the LORD?
You have seen many things, but have paid no attention;
your ears are open, but you hear nothing."
It pleased the LORD for the sake of his righteousness to make his law great and glorious.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Ephesians 5:8–14 (Walking as children of the light)
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light
(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out
what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but
rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in
secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes
everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you."
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1–41 (Jesus heals a man who was born blind.)
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" "Neither this man nor his
parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be
displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night
is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on
the man's eyes. "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent).
So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. His neighbors and those who had
formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?"
Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks like him." But he himself
insisted, "I am the man." "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. He
replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to
go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see." "Where is this
man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said. They brought to the Pharisees the man
who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the
man's eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received
his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see."
Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they
were divided. Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about
him? It was your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." The Jews still did
not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the
man's parents. "Is this your son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind?
How is it that now he can see?" "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and
we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't
know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." His parents said this because
they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who
acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. That was
why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." A second time they summoned the man
who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." He
replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind
but now I see!" Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?" He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want
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to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" Then they hurled insults at
him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from."
The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from,
yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the
godly man who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born
blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." To this they replied, "You
were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out. Jesus
heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe
in the Son of Man?" "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in
him." Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."
Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. Jesus said, "For judgment I
have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become
blind." Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are
we blind too?" Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now
that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.”

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Be seated)

At the conclusion of the prayers:
Pastor: . . . one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

SERMON HYMN #744

“Amazing Grace”

Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see!
The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.
Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun.
SERMON
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“Blindness and Vision”

John 9:1-41

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end
of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished,
please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. You
may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
After each petition:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

 SACRAMENT 

PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, almighty Father, everlasting God , through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave
His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven, we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you
and singing:
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SANCTUS #507 stanza 4
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth, for you have sent your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentance and joy we receive His salvation that comes to us in His body
and blood. Forgive, renew, and strengthen us through this gift. Gather
us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.
People: Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI #550

“Lamb of God”

Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side
To walk upon this guilty sod, And to become the Lamb of God.
Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God!
O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.
Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died:
The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain
I was so lost, I should have died, But You have brought me to Your side
To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.

HYMN #704 “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”
Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright,
Illumined with the light of grace That issues from your holy face.
Remove the pow’r of sin from me And cleanse all my impurity
That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still.
Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey your Word.
Let what you will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire.
Grant that I only you may love And seek those things which are above
Till I behold you face to face, O Light eternal, through your grace.
HYMN #825 “Rise, Shine, You People”
Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered Our human story;
God in Him is centered. He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
With grace unbounded.
See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven, Now are forgiven.
Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling,
Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story Of Jesus’ glory.
Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation His new creation.
HYMN #636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness”
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, Come
into the daylight’s splendor, There with joy your praises render. Bless the One
whose grace unbounded This amazing banquet founded;
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.
Hasten as a bride to meet Him, And with loving rev’rence greet Him.
For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal.
Open wide the gates before Him, Saying, as you there adore Him:
Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, That I nevermore will leave You.
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He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure;
But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, None could buy the gifts here
offered: Christ’s true body, for you riven, And His blood, for you once given.

hope-filled as we await the revelation of your eternal kingdom, where
you live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.

Now in faith I humbly ponder Over this surpassing wonder
That the bread of life is boundless Though the souls it feeds are countless:
With the choicest wine of heaven Christ’s own blood to us is given.
Oh, most glorious consolation, pledge and seal of my salvation!

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding, Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You; Love incarnate, I adore You
Worthily let me receive You And, so forward, never leave You.
Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker, Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven, For our good, Your glory, given.

CLOSING HYMN #542
“When I Behold Jesus Christ”
When I behold Jesus Christ, True God who died for me,
I wonder much at His love As He hung on the tree.
Refrain:

What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary.
What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary.

Lord, by love and mercy driven, You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

For me You gave all Your love, For me You suffered pain;
I find no words, nothing can Your selflessness explain. Refrain

Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited, Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me As Your guest in heav’n receive me.

What love is this? Greater love No one has ever known.
My life with God-This I owe To You, and You alone. Refrain

COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for you have once again
fed and nourished us at your Table through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Lord of our lives, strengthen and support
us so that we may walk as children of the light and, sharing that kindly
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light, proclaim your love to all the world. Bless us day by day and keep us

You had no sin, holy Lord, But You were tortured, tried;
On Golgotha there for all My sins You bled and died. Refrain
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