FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Christ the Conqueror
March 4 & 5, 2017

AS WE GATHER
Jesus does it all for us! The Sundays in Lent, the most reflective and penitential season
of the Church Year, still reflect the glory and the truth of the resurrection promise of
Easter. Jesus has overcome sin, death, and the devil. He successfully dealt with the
temptations of Satan—a major accomplishment that signals greater things yet to come.
We joyfully celebrate our Lord’s victory.

WELCOME
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
"Even now," declares the LORD, "return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning."
Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love. (Joel 2:12, 13b)
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #761 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone.
Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling.
Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly: Wash me, Savior, or I die.
While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.
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(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good;
People: for His steadfast love endures forever!
Pastor: Let Israel say,
People: “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Pastor: Let the house of Aaron say,
People: “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Pastor: Let those who fear the LORD say,
People: “His steadfast love endures forever.”
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father.
People: Merciful Father, our Lord and King, we are sinful people. We have
inherited original sin from our first parents, who disobeyed you in
Eden. We are by nature sinful and unclean. In our daily lives, we have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We sincerely repent of
our sins and humbly ask your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By
the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, sanctify us that each day we
grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of your holy name.
Pastor: God is gracious and forgiving. He has shown His merciful power in ways
that renew, restore, and heal. To those who come to Him with repentant
and contrite hearts, our Lord says, “Fear not!” and promises pardon, life,
and salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be.
People: Amen.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son was led into the wilderness by the
Spirit to be tempted by Satan. Come quickly to help us who, because of
our weaknesses, are assaulted by many temptations. Give each one of
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us strength and victory through Jesus Christ the Conqueror, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 3:1–21 (The disastrous fall of mankind into sin)
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the
garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" "You will not surely die," the
serpent said to the woman. "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." When the woman saw that
the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" He answered, "I heard
you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." And he said, "Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not
to eat from?" The man said, "The woman you put here with me-- she gave me some
fruit from the tree, and I ate it." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this
you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." So the LORD
God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the
livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all
the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." To the
woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give
birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." To
Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I
commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through
painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles
for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat
your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are
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and to dust you will return." Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the
mother of all the living. The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife
and clothed them.

EPISTLE Romans 5:12–19 (The life-giving work of Christ is for our justification.)
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in
this way death came to all men, because all sinned--for before the law was given, sin
was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. Nevertheless,
death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did
not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.
But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man,
how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man,
Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the
one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift
followed many trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one
man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive
God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through
the one man, Jesus Christ. Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification
that brings life for all men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will
be made righteous.

8:00 & 10:30 SPECIAL MUSIC #842 “When I Behold Jesus Christ”
(March hymn of the month)

5:00 CHOIR ANTHEM “10,000 Reasons” (Bless the Lord) Choral Setting by Lloyd Larson
(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 4:1–11

(Jesus is led into the wilderness by the Spirit.)
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, "If you
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread." Jesus answered, "It is written:
'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of
God.'" Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of
the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written:
"'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so
that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" Jesus answered him, "It is also
written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"Again, the devil took him to a very
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. "All
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this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me." Jesus said to him,
"Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him
only.'" Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON HYMN #662

“Onward, Christian Soldiers”

Onward Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.
Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle See His banners go!
Refrain

Onward Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.

Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, All one body we,
One in hope and doctrine, One in charity. Refrain
Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never ‘Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail. Refrain
Onward, then, ye faithful, Join our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song:
Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ, the king;
This through countless ages Men and angels sing. Refrain
SERMON

“The Battle of the Ages”

Matthew 4:1-11

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the end
of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are finished,
please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the center aisle. You
may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the service.
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5:00 SPECIAL MUSIC #842 “When I Behold Jesus Christ” (March hymn of the month)
(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Lord God, heavenly Father, as we journey
through this Lenten season, grant us greater awareness that we are
engaged in a spiritual battle each day.
People: Establish us firmly in your Word, that our hearts may not be tempted
by the false delights of sin, but may be firmly fixed upon Jesus, who
journeyed to the cross as our great warrior to win the victory over
Satan, sin, and death.
Pastor: Gracious Lord, though death reigned over us through Adam’s
disobedience, you sent your Son to be perfectly obedient to your will on
our behalf, so that through Him, we might be granted the free gift of
salvation by grace.
People: Grant to us pastors who preach this free gift given through the one
man Jesus Christ, so that we may trust in Him alone and not in our own
will and works. Bless all missionaries, especially our Together in
Mission partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family, that many more may
come to know Christ’s saving grace.
Pastor: Merciful Lord, we are weighed down with many weaknesses of our sinful
flesh and often give in to temptations to sin. Grant Your peace and
comfort to all who face trials, troubles, and tribulation.
People: For those who are troubled by besetting sins, addictions, demonic
oppression and despair, empower them in the faith that Christ has
won the victory over all sin and temptation that we of ourselves are
unable to bear.
Pastor: Almighty God, grant wisdom and competence to all earthly authorities,
including the president, Congress, the judiciary and all state and local
government officials, that they may work on behalf of those they serve,
rather than seeking to earn for themselves worldly glory, wealth and
power.
People: Bless us to uphold our leaders in prayer, to respect them as your
representatives, and to live our lives as good citizens and in the love of
our neighbor.
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Pastor: God of every good gift, we rejoice in all your blessings, joining Vince
and LeAnn in rejoicing in the school parents, families, friends, and staff
who volunteered at St. Paul’s 56th annual Boy’s Basketball Tournament.
People: Help us to be mindful each day of all your good gifts.
Pastor: O Lord, we pray that you would help all those who are unemployed or
underemployed, that they may be able to provide for themselves and
their families as they desire.
People: We also pray that those who are granted wealth may realize that all
good gifts come from you, that they may be generous with the bounty
you have bestowed upon them.
Pastor: Almighty God, your Son won the ultimate victory over death and disease
by His cross, Passion and resurrection. We pray for all those who are in
need of healing of body and soul including Pastor Stanton, Cliff, Al,
Frank, Doris, Carol, Tom, Ervin, Larry, Flora, Matthew, Arlene, Mae,
Dorothy, John, Arlene, Roemelle, LuEva, Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen,
Leonard, Linda, Gladys, Jack, Shirley and Sarah.
People: Grant them health, recovery and peace, according to your good will.
Pastor: God of comfort and consolation, we lift before you the family and
friends of Lucille Herrmann as they grieve her passing from this life to
the next. Comfort also the Weil family as they remember Cindy on her
birthday.
People: Fill us all with the hope and peace that comes through faith in the life,
sufferings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Pastor: Father of all grace, you provide the food we need on our pilgrimage
through the wilderness of this life in the Supper of your Son’s body and
blood.
People: As we receive this gift today, grant us the forgiveness of all our sins,
strengthening of our faith, and power to resist temptation and live a
godly life in your service.
Pastor: Holy God, we thank you that you promise to hear our prayers and to
answer them as you see fit. We give thanks for the Passion of your Son,
who sojourned here below, so that we might live with you forever in
your eternal kingdom. When our journey in faith is finished, grant us to
join all the blessed saints in your glory, through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
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now and forever.

People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
“Lamb of God”
Page 180
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #664 “Fight the Good Fight”
Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be Your joy and crown eternally.
Run the straight race through God’s good grace;
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
Cast care aside, lean on your guide; His boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove
Christ is your life and Christ your love.
Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He changes not who holds you dear;
Only believe, and you will see That Christ is all eternally.
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HYMN #643 “Sent forth by God’s Blessing”
HYMN #631 “Hear, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face;
Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.
Here would I feed upon the bread of God,
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load,
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n.
This is the hour of banquet and of song;
This is the heav’nly table spread for me;
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee.
I have no help but Thine;
nor do I need Another arm but Thine to lean upon.
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed;
My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone.
Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
The blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord, my God.
Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.
Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.
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Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended. O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. His grace did invite us,
His love shall unite us To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.
With praise and thanksgiving To God ever living,
The tasks of our ev’ry day life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share. Then may all the living
With praise and thanksgiving Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray, Blessed are you, heavenly Father and King eternal, for you
have once again fed and nourished us at your Table through the body
and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, the glorious Conqueror and our
victorious Lord. Strengthen us through this gracious Meal that we may
live without fear, confidently resist temptation, and share your blessings
through acts of mercy. Support us in this life and bring us at last to the
unending feast in your eternal kingdom, where you live and reign with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #660

“Stand Up, Stand Up, For Jesus”

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross.
Lift high His royal banner; It must not suffer loss.
From vict’ry unto vict’ry His army He shall lead
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, And Christ is Lord in deed.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus; The trumpet call obey;
Stand forth in mighty conflict In this His glorious day.
Let all His faithful serve Him Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger And strength to strength oppose.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus; Stand in His strength alone,
The arm of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the Gospel armor; Each piece put on with prayer.
Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there.
Stand up, stand up for Jesus; the strife will not be long;
This day the din of battle, The next the victor’s song.
The soldiers, overcoming, Their crown of life shall see
And with the King of Glory Shall reign eternally.
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