
                                               FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
                                                       The Cornerstone 
                                                     May 13 & 14, 2017 
                                                      5:00pm & 8:00am 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Only after Easter were the disciples able to understand Jesus’ words. Now they 
knew that He was and is God in the flesh, our way to the Father. So sure were they, 
that Stephen could echo Jesus’ last words as he faced death. Peter, in the Epistle, 
was able to review prophetic words of Scripture that they now knew spoke of Jesus. 
Today it is our turn to proclaim Jesus as the way, truth, and life, so that our friends 
will also know who He is and join us to live in His marvelous light. 

WELCOME 

                   Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
             In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope  
       through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  (1 Peter 1:3) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 

                                                        PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN          “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”  (Alt. Tune: LSB 924) 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone,  
Chosen of the Lord and precious, Binding all the Church in one;  
Holy Zion’s help forever And our confidence alone. 

To this temple, where we call You, Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay;   
Come with all Your loving-kindness, Hear Your people as they pray;  
And Your fullest benediction Shed within these walls today. 

Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful All the gifts they ask to gain;  
What they gain from You, forever With the blessed to retain;  
And here after in Your glory Evermore with You to reign.  
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(Rise) Praise and honor to the Father, Praise and honor to the Son,  
Praise and honor to the Spirit, Ever three and ever one;  
One in might and one in glory While unending ages run! 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Praise the LORD! 
People: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
Pastor: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
People: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
Pastor: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
People: whose hope is in the LORD his God. 

HYMN OF PRAISE “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His pierced side. Alleluia! 

Jesus is the only way, He the truth to sin allay, 
And the life by which we live. So to Him ourselves we give. Alleluia! 

Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia! 
Text: (Sts. 1, 3): Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt., Public domain; (St. 2): James Pierce, copyright © 2016 
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, you make the minds of your faithful to be of one will. 
People: Grant that we may love what you have commanded and desire what you  
 promise, 
Pastor: that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where  
 true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and  
 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
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                                                              WORD  

FIRST READING  Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60  (The first martyr is executed.) 
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them 
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the 
daily distribution of food.  So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It 
would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on 
tables.  Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit 
and wisdom.  We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to 
prayer and the ministry of the word." This proposal pleased the whole group.  They chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism.  They presented these men to 
the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. So the word of God spread.  The 
number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became 
obedient to the faith.  Now Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, did great 
wonders and miraculous signs among the people. Opposition arose, however, from 
members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)-- Jews of Cyrene and 
Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia.  These men began to argue with 
Stephen . . . To this he replied: "Brothers and fathers, listen to me . . . .   "You stiff-necked 
people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist 
the Holy Spirit!  Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute?  They even killed 
those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 
murdered him-- you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but 
have not obeyed it." When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at 
him.  But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God." At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the 
top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him.  Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, 
he fell asleep. 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:2–10 (You are living stones in God’s house.) 
Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to him, the living 
Stone-- rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him--you also, like living stones, 
are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices  
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acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For in Scripture it says:  "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a 
chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to 
shame." Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
"The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," and, "A stone that causes men 
to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the 
message-- which is also what they were destined for. But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Once you were not a people, 
but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 

8:00 ANTHEM                         “Alleluia, All the Ages”      Monica Bonasso 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  John 14:1–14  (Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.) 
[Jesus said,] "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my 
Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 
prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  You know the way to the place where 
I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?"  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes 
to the Father except through me.  If you really knew me, you would know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." Philip said, "Lord, show us the 
Father and that will be enough for us."  Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even 
after I have been among you such a long time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the 
Father.  How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  Don't you believe that I am in the Father, 
and that the Father is in me?  The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  Believe me when I say that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.  I 
tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it. 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
(Be Seated)   
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN                                “Borning Cry” 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.  
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.  
I was there when you were but a child with a faith to suit you well;  
in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell. 

When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer you on.  
You were raised to praise the living Lord to whom you now belong.  
If you find someone to share your time, and you join your hearts as one,  
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun. 

In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,  
I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun.  
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes,  
I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise. 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.  
I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.  

 
SERMON                                     “The Cornerstone”                                       1 Peter 2:2-10 

(Rise) 
NICENE CREED     found on the inside back cover of the hymnal 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the 
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are 
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the 
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Pastor: Let us pray to our Father in heaven, who has made Himself known to us in  
 His Son. 
 
5 

 

After each petition: 
Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 

At the conclusion of the prayers: 
Pastor:  . . . one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. 
Pastor: As we have heard God’s Word and are about to receive the body and blood  
 of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us confess our  
 sins, confident of His grace, mercy, and forgiveness. We give thanks, Lord  
 Jesus, for apostles and martyrs who have gone before us. 
People: We confess that we have not always made a clear witness to the salvation  
 you won for us in your death and resurrection. Forgive us, and give us  
 opportunities to witness to you, the way, the truth, and the life. 
Pastor: We give thanks, heavenly Father, that you graciously call us your holy  
 nation, your royal priesthood. 
People: We confess that in our life and conduct we have too often reflected the  
 world around us rather than our membership in the Body of Christ.  
 Forgive us, and strengthen us to walk in your ways to the glory of your  
 holy name. 
Pastor: We give thanks, O Holy Spirit, that you have worked faith in our hearts so  
 that we may approach the throne of grace with every petition. 
People: We confess that too often we seek to bend your will to ours, failing to  
 trust you not only for the place you have prepared for us in eternity, but  
 also for that which is best for us today. Forgive us, and open our hearts to  
 receive your answers, which are always better than our prayers. 
Pastor: God has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. You are His  
 own people, thanks to the grace and mercy that is ours through our Lord  
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 Jesus Christ. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His  
 authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and  
 of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                                           SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                                             Page 210 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another 
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background, 
please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #645   “Built on the Rock” 

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spiers in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling,  
Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the souls distressed,  
Longing for rest everlasting. 

Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling;  
High above earth His temple stands, All earthly temples excelling,  
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above Chooses to live with us in love,  
Making our bodies His temple. 
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We are God’s house of living stones, Built for His own habitation.  
He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of His wondrous salvation.  
Were we but two His name to tell, Yet He would deign with us to dwell  
With all His grace and His favor. 

Here stands the font before our eyes, Telling how God has received us. 
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice And what His Supper here gives us.  
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same,  
And evermore, our Redeemer. 

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come Where Christ His message is bringing;  
“I know My own; My own know me. You, not the world, My face shall see.  
My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
 

HYMN #483   “With High Delight Let Us Unite” 

With high delight Let us unite In songs of great jubilation. 
Ye pure in heart, All bear your part, Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 
To set us free Forever, He Is ris’n and sends To all earth’s ends 
Good News to save ev’ry nation. 

True God, He first From death has burst Forth into life, all subduing. 
His enemy Doth vanquished lie; His death has been death’s undoing. 
“And yours shall be Like victory O’er death and grace,” Saith He, who gave 
His life for us, life renewing. 

Let praises ring; Give thanks, and bring To Christ our Lord adoration. 
His honor speed By word and deed To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 
So shall His love Give us above, From misery And death set free, 
All joy and full consolation. 

 
HYMN #829   “Christ the Eternal Lord” 

Christ the eternal Lord, Whose promise here we claim,  
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured On all who name Your name;  
With thankfulness and praise We stand before Your throne,  
Intent to serve You all our days And make Your glory known. 
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Christ the unchanging Word To ev’ry passing age,  
Whose timeless teachings still are heard Set forth on Scripture’s page;  
Transform our thought and mind, Enlighten all who read,  
Within Your Word by faith to find The bread of life indeed. 

Christ the redeeming Son, Who shares our human birth,  
And by His death salvation won For ev’ry child of earth;  
Inspire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love abroad, 
That all may honor Christ today And follow Him as Lord. 

Christ the unfading Light Of everlasting day,  
Our Morning Star in splendor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;  
That light of truth You give To servants as to friends,  
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief journey ends.  

Christ the ascended King Exalted high above,  
Whose praise unending ages sing, Whom yet unseen we love;  
When mortal life is past Your voice from heaven’s throne  
Shall call Your children home at last To know as we are known. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, you have given yourself to us in this Holy  
 Sacrament. Keep us in faith and favor that we may live in you even as you  
 live in us. May your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to life  
 everlasting, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one  
 God, now and forever. 
People: Amen.   

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and  
 be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you  
 peace.  
People: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN #912  “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”  

Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build;  
With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled.  
On His great love Our hopes we place Of present grace And joys above. 

Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore, 
And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore  
Until that day When all the blest To endless rest Are called away. 

Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed courts shall ring; 
Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing  
And thus proclaim In joyful song, Both loud and long, That glorious name. 
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