SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Another Helper
May 20 - 21, 2017

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain
Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

AS WE GATHER
“I believe in the Holy Spirit, . . . who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified.” The Holy Spirit is worshiped because He is God, the Third Person of the
Holy Trinity. Today, Jesus continues to prepare His disciples for His departure. He will
leave them by way of the cross and tomb of death. Even though He rises from the dead,
He will leave them again at His ascension. Yet He wants us to know and believe that He
never really leaves us. He tells us that He will be with us always. He calls the Holy Spirit
“another Helper.” Though the Spirit is a person distinct from the Father and the Son, yet
He is also the Spirit of Christ in the mystery of the Trinity in Unity. The Holy Spirit works
through the Word of God delivering His gifts to bring us to daily contrition and
repentance and faith in our Savior. The Holy Spirit is our eternal Helper.

WELCOME
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)
 PREPARATION 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN #837 “Lift High the Cross”
Refrain:

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain
All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain
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So shall our song of triumph ever be; Praise to the Crucified for victory!
Refrain
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Bless our God, O peoples;
People: let the sound of His praise be heard.
Pastor: Blessed be God, because He has not rejected my prayer
People: or removed His steadfast love from me!
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Beloved, Jesus said, “I will be with you always.” Let us take Him at His
word and come into His presence, sharing our great need of Him as we
confess our sins and ask for forgiveness.
People: I confess to almighty God all my sins with which I have offended you,
especially the sin of trying to go it alone without you. On my own, I am
weak, and sin so easily makes me forget your Word and will for my life.
I have sinned in many ways by evil thoughts, words, and deeds.
Because of your merciful death on the cross and in the power of your
resurrection from the dead, let me hear from you the words of your
grace and forgiveness and new life. Amen.
Pastor: In keeping with His promise, the Lord sends another helper to deliver His
own words of forgiveness. So now, as a called and ordained servant of
Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Refrain:
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This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
Refrain
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by your holy inspiration
grant that we may think those things that are right and by your merciful
guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
COMMISSIONING OF GROUNDWORK GUATEMALA TEAM
 WORD 
FIRST READING Acts 17:16–31 (Paul in Athens)
While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city
was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing
Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there.
A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them
asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be
advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news
about Jesus and the resurrection. Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of
the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that
you are presenting? You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to
know what they mean." (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent
their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) Paul then
stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every
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way you are very religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects
of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now
what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. "The God who
made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in
temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything,
because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he
made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined
the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that
men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far
from each one of us. 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your
own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.' "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we
should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone-- an image made by
man's design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the
world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by
raising him from the dead."

EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:13–22 (Suffering for righteousness’ sake)
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for
what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." But in
your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness
and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against
your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God's
will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but
made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in
prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the
ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and
this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-- not the removal of dirt from
the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand-- with
angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

10:30 ANTHEM

“Be Strong in the Lord’

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL John 14:15–21 (Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.)
"If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Counselor to be with you forever--the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives
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OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at
with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before
long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will
live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in
you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."

10:30 RITE OF CONFIRMATION

Pastor: Christ is Risen!
People: He is Risen, indeed! Alleluia!
(Be seated)
SERMON HYMN #656 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from every need That hath us now o’er taken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal.
With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God; He holds the field forever.
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not over pow’r us.
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none.
He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.
The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, Though these all be gone,
Our vict’ry has been won’ The Kingdom ours remaineth.
SERMON

“A Revelation of the God Who Saves”

Acts 17:16-31

(Rise)
5:00 & 8:00 APOSTLES’ CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal)
(Be seated)
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the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray to God, our Father, who always hears our prayers and
answers us. Lord of our salvation, we pray for the Church, that you
would bless and protect your people in a world where so many worship
false gods, known and unknown. Lead us all to know you better.
People: Give us and all your saints a clear and bold proclamation of Jesus
Christ.
Pastor: Lord of all, we pray for the Groundwork Guatemala team as they have
prepared to serve you on the mission field by sharing the good news of
salvation in Guatemala. By your Holy Spirit, bless all their efforts.
People: Grant that many grow in faith and others come to faith. Guide, guard,
and protect them on their journey.
Pastor: Lord of life, we pray for the young people who are confirmed in the
Christian faith this weekend. Bless them to make their public confession
of faith with sincerity of heart by the leading of the Holy Spirit.
People: Bless them also to be faithful to the commitment to continue in
Christ’s church, worshiping Him regularly, and walking with Jesus all
their days.
Pastor: Lord of the nations, bless the government and all those who protect and
serve us.
People: Strengthen and uphold them in every good deed, bless them to serve
with integrity, and protect them from all evil.
Pastor: Loving Lord, we pray for the lonely, the destitute and the homeless,
asking that your right hand would bring them deliverance.
People: Give companionship to the lonely, food and shelter to the needy, and
move our hands and feet in love for others.
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Pastor: Lord of healing and compassion, we pray for all who are in need of relief
including Gladys, Barbara, Pat, Barb, Herb, Ethan, Cliff, Edith, Doris, Mae,
Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Dorothy, John, Arlene, Roemelle, LuEva,
Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard, Linda, Jack, Shirley and Sarah.
People: As you give to mankind life and breath and everything, we pray that
you would provide healing and restoration according to your gracious
will.
Pastor: Lord of faithfulness, at the beginning of time you said that it was not
good for the man to be alone and so you created woman and instituted
holy marriage. Bless Daniel and Rebecca who have been joined by your
hand to become one in marriage. Bless David and Diane as they
celebrate their anniversary.
People: Bless them by your love and make them faithful to the vows they have
spoken, to love, support, and cherish one another until the day death
parts them.
Pastor: God of refuge, we pray for all who travel, asking that you would guard
and protect all who travel in these days.
People: Bless them with joy in their journey and bring them safely to their
destinations.
Pastor: Lord of salvation, bless all who receive Holy Communion today, that all
would partake of this holy meal with repentance and faith.
People: Strengthen the faith of your children through the precious gift of
Christ’s very body and blood, given and shed for forgiveness, life, and
salvation.
Pastor: Lord of the living, we rejoice in the saints who have gone before us and
stand before your throne in glory.
People: Grant that each of us would remain steadfast in the faith until we, too,
see Christ in glory.
Pastor: We give you thanks, almighty God, that as you gave your Son to be our
Redeemer, so you send forth your Holy Spirit to sanctify and keep us in
the faith. Continue to pour out your Spirit upon your Church so that,
enlivened by His work in the Means of Grace, we might remain steadfast
until you deliver us to heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
People: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church
background, please see the pastor or an elder first.
HYMN #687 “Thine Forever, God of Love”
Thine forever, God of love! Hear us from Thy throne above;
Thine forever may we be Here and in eternity!
Thine forever! Oh, how blest They who find in Thee their rest!
Savior, guardian, heav’nly friend, O defend us to the end!
Thine forever, Lord of Life! Shield us through our earthly strife.
Thou, the life, the truth, the way, Guide us to the realms of day.
Thine forever! Shepherd, keep These Thy frail and trembling sheep;
Safe alone beneath Thy care, Let us all Thy goodness share.
Thine forever! Thou our guide, All our wants by Thee supplied,
All our sins by Thee forgiv’n; Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav’n.
HYMN #483 “With High Delight Let Us Unite”
With high delight Let us unite In songs of great jubilation.
Ye pure in heart, All bear your part, Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation.
To set us free Forever, He Is ris’n and sends To all earth’s ends
Good News to save ev’ry nation.
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True God, He first From death has burst Forth into life, all subduing.
His enemy Doth vanquished lie; His death has been death’s undoing.
“And yours shall be Like victory O’er death and grace,”
Saith He, who gaveHis life for us, life renewing.
Let praises ring; Give thanks, and bring To Christ our Lord adoration.
His honor speed By word and deed To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation.
So shall His love Give us above, From misery And death set free,
All joy and full consolation.
HYMN #821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.”
Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us: Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”?
Aleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea.
Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary, Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne.
As within the veil You entered, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim In the Eucharistic feast.
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.”

(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: With thankful hearts, we give you praise, gracious Father, for renewing
and strengthening our baptismal faith by your Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
Christ and of His resurrection, with the very body and blood of your Son,
the price of our salvation. Because He lives, we will live also; through the
same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
EASTER DISMISSAL
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your Spirit.
Pastor: Blessed be the name of the Lord.
People: Now and forever.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
People: Who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
RECESSIONAL HYMN #662 “Onward, Christian Soldiers”
Onward Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.
Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle See His banners go!
Refrain:

COMMON DISMISSAL
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Onward Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.

Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, All one body we,
One in hope and doctrine, One in charity. Refrain
Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never ‘Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail. Refrain
Onward, then, ye faithful, Join our happy throng,
Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song:
Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ, the king;
This through countless ages Men and angels sing. Refrain
+ + + + + + +
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