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From your Pastor…….. 
 

               “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,  

                                       now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  1 Peter 2:2 

 

I’ve been on a fairly strict self-imposed diet for a month.  I can tell you one thing about 

me and diets.  I think about food a lot.  It always seems that the TV commercials about 

my favorite restaurants increase in number and intensity when I’m trying to lose weight.  

The sight of that chunk of lobster on a fork being dipped in butter can now bring me to 

tears.   But I’m determined, as God enables me, to have you see less of me in the future. 

This past weekend, Pastor Bender shared with us the story of Ramon in Guatemala.  He was the 99 year old 

gentleman visited by the team and whose health was in decline.  He subsisted each day on a tortilla and some 

fruit.   Not much.  You’ll remember that Ramon said, “That’s enough about food for the body – I want some 

food for the spirit.”  The Word!  Oh that we would crave the Word with the same hunger!  Note that the above 

Bible passage talks about spiritual milk and growing up. 

As Christians, we are called to grow in the Word.  First comes the milk; the 

Gospel that brings us to faith by the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is vital to our 

salvation and it is always, always necessary throughout our lives.   And then 

comes the solid food:  Again the Word as we grow in the wisdom and 

knowledge of God’s will for our lives.  Christian growth is not measured in the 

number of Bible verses we know by heart or a detailed knowledge of every 

page of Holy Scripture.   It is found when we abandon our own strength and come to an ever increasing 

dependence upon God in all things.  It is in the Spirit-driven desire to live out Christ in our lives.  Faith in Christ 

at the center, service to Christ in our thoughts and hearts.   The worldly cravings of this life are replaced with 

craving for spiritual food – like Ramon. 

As we begin to think about confirmations and graduations, it’s important to be reminded that growth in the 

Word is a lifelong process. 

Bible study, personal and family devotions, worship, Word and Sacrament – a table set with a heavenly 

banquet in this life, a foretaste of the Feast to come!    

Blessings,  

Pastor Stanton 
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Bible Classes 

Monday Morning Bible Class 

Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall      

Leader: Laurel Privatt 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study  

May 1 – Special Guest – Pastor Novelli, Sr. 

Pastor Novelli will speak about LCMS ministry to Hispanic people here in West Allis. Please 

come and listen to a humble servant of our Lord. 

1 John: The Epistle of Love: For the final three Sundays in May (8th, 15th, 22nd) we will finish 

our Study of 1 John. There will be no class on May 29th as Pastor Bender will be in Decatur, 

IL. Join us each Sunday at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall.  

Men’s Bible Breakfast 

This group, open to all men in the congregation, meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturday mornings 

of each month.  We eat breakfast, have a time of prayer, and then study God’s Word 

together.  In May we conclude our video study led by Dr. Joel Biermann: “Who am I?  What 

am I doing here?”  The final topic this month: 

May 14 – Living in the End 

May 28 – No class: Pastor in Decatur for baptism of baby Bender.  

Thursday Morning Bible Study in May 

This study group meets at 10:00am each Thursday morning  

Beginning May 12th: “The Holy Trinity – A Review of the Basics” 

Leader: Pastor Stanton 

 

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

REPORT ON THE CROSS  This sounds like a sermon title, but it’s not! The stone atop the 

East end on the sanctuary roofline has been removed (You’ll recall that it 

was illuminated at night with red neon). Earlier this year cracks were 

discovered at the base. Holton Brothers Masonry of Grafton inspected the 

cross and deemed that it was unstable and unsafe and needed to be 

removed. In the process it literally came apart – held together only by a 

small metal band that served to hold the neon tube assembly in place. We 

praise God that it did not fall! Upon close inspection it’s apparent that the 

metal rod that “pinned” the cross atop its base had corroded, expanding in 

the process, and split the stone. We’re exploring different options for a 

replacement.  
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     May 21st after the 5:00pm 
            Worship Service                  

At our Special Voters Meeting on 
April 17th, the congregation voted to 
place a call to Mrs. Michelle Prince 
to be our Director of Parish Music. 
Please keep Mrs. Prince and her 
family in your prayers as she 
considers this call.   
 

 

 

Confirmation Sunday 
May 15, 2016 10:30am 

All Confirmands are reminded that 

Confirmation Questioning & Pictures are 

Thursday May 12
th
 at 6:30pm in the Church. 

Please meet in the Narthex beforehand to pick up your gown. 

 

Congratulations Confirmands 
 

                                       For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith –  

                                         and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God –  

                                      not by works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 
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Grief Share Group 

We offer a supportive 

environment for those who have 

lost a loved one. Video 

presentations and discussions 

will address concerns of those 

who have experienced the death 

of a loved one. Our group will 

meet from June 2 through 

August 25, about 1 ½ hours each 

week for 13 weeks. If you would 

like more information on Grief 

Share or you are interested in 

joining our group, please call 

Laurel at 414-476-9962. 



 

Ladies Aid St. Paul’s Ladies Aid is no longer going to be an active organization at St. Paul’s. Thank 

you to all the ladies, who, since November 5, 1925, have generously supported our church and school 

needs, world-wide missions and individuals. You have been a tremendous blessing! 

Widows Lunch 
The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday May 11

th
 at Perkins Restaurant on Hwy 100, at 11:00am.  

Ladies Book Club 
Our next date is Monday, May 9

th
 at 6:30pm at the ECC.  

Ladies Guild Meeting Date: May 23
rd

 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All 

ladies of the congregation are invited to join this group.  

Elizabeth Ministry 
Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join 

our group please contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com. 

Mom to Mom 
May 2:     Plugging Into the Power Source  

May 16:  Mother’s Day Celebration  

Meet at 6:00pm in the ECC Lobby.  Please contact Angela Ferrell at 262-366-3614 with any questions.   

Quilters Our Quilting Group meets the 1
st
, 3

rd
, & 5

th
 Monday of each month (May 2 & 16) at 9:00am 

in the Fellowship Hall. All members of the congregation are welcome to come & help with this fun 

mission.  
 

 

   VBS is  coming ! !     

 Cave Quest   

   June 20 –  24 ,  2016   
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May 8, 2016 

 

                      We are planning on the Dancing Horse  

                    Show on either Wed. June 22nd or Thurs.  

                    June 23rd. The cost is $27.50 for the 

afternoon show which starts at 1:00pm. We are 

planning on eating someplace as the cost for this 

show with a meal is $49.95. Please let Janine know if 

you are interested and what day would work best for 

you, by Monday May 23rd. Call Janine at 427-8434 to 

make your reservation or if you need more 

information.  

We also will be having a catered Chinese lunch on 

Wed. July 20th. Additional information  

to follow next month.   

Watch for more information. We need 

volunteers. If interested in helping, please 

call Carol Percell at 414-541-9515. 

mailto:javila7@wi.rr.com


 

National Youth Gathering: In Christ Alone 

God is so Good!  We now have 24 youth and 7 adults who are attending from St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, who will head to New Orleans in July to grow in faith, to experience amazing fellowship, and to 

serve the local community in some way.  We also have 3 youth and 3 adults joining us from Risen Savior 

Lutheran Church.  So all together, there will be 37 people in our group.  Praise the Lord! 

God is so Good!  We also have had 16 couples and/or individuals who have generously sponsored our 

youth with direct financial gifts.  About 45 people gathered in our fellowship hall on April 24, sponsors 

and youth having lunch together and getting to know one another.  Those sponsors contributed just over 

$6,000 toward our fundraising goal of $21,000.  We are now over 90% of the way to that goal, with just a 

couple more fundraisers to come.  So do a little more eating at Perkins and come out on June 11 to 

Martin Luther High School and get your car washed! 

Above all, keep our group in your prayers!  Pray that we get along with one another!  Pray that we have 

safety in our journey.  Pray for relationships to be strengthened.  Pray that our young people and the 

adults who go with them will grow in knowing the God of grace, trusting Him, following Him, and serving 

Him with their lives.  For every day of our lives, we stand “In Christ Alone.”   

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The 2016 LCMS Synodical Convention will be held this summer at the Wisconsin Center in 

Milwaukee. Area choirs are invited to join in a festival choir for the opening service on 

Saturday, July 9th. Please share the information below with any singers in your choir and 

congregation that would like to be part of this musical endeavor. There will be four rehearsals to 

prepare; all rehearsal will be at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. 

  

@ Mount Olive: 

Wednesday 1 June 2016, 7:00 pm – 9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 22 June 2016, 7:00 pm – 9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 6 July 2016, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Friday 8 July 2016, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

  

@ Wisconsin Center: 

Saturday 9 July 2016, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., Dress Rehearsal 

Saturday 9 July 2016, 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m., Pre-Service Music and Divine Service 

  

For those who would like to participate, please send an e-mail or the singers name and voice part(s) 

so that music can be ordered by Friday, May 13th. Please feel free to share this e-mail with anyone 

who might be interested. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have additional questions. 

  

Sincerely, 

Stephen Rosebrock 

Kantor, Mount Olive Lutheran Church and Christian Day School, Milwaukee 

stephen.rosebrock@mtolivemke.org 
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Divine Connections 
 
                    St. Paul’s Divine Connections, our Outreach Ministry, will be having the  

                Community Clothing Giveaway Saturday May 7, 2016 

The goal of this clothing drive is to minister to those in need by providing gently used clothing. 
We are looking for help and support in the following areas: Donate gently used clothing for all 
ages, gender and sizes; (Children grow so quickly, so clothing for school aged children is greatly 
appreciated.) Volunteer to work taking in clothing at designated times at the ECC; Volunteer to 
help sort the clothing; Volunteer to set up for the clothing drive; Volunteer to work at the 
event, helping attendees and help to serve food. Volunteer sign-up sheets are located in the 
Narthex.   

Drop Off Dates:  
Someone from Divine Connections will be at the ECC on the below dates and times to receive 
your clothing donations.  

Saturday - April 30 - after the 5:00 church service 

Sunday - May 1 - after 10:30 church service 

Wednesday - May 4 - 3:00 (after school) 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Dawn Ziolecki 414-841-6097 or Heidi Leiser at 414-
771-4469. 

 

 

Unified Connections 

Save the Date 

            ANNIVERSARY AND FAREWELL CELEBRATION 

                                              May 22, 2016 

                            Celebrate special anniversaries of members   

                                      and farewells of St. Paul’s staff 

                                          This is a POTLUCK event 

                               Watch for more information to come!!  
 

 

 

6   

tel:414-841-6097
tel:414-771-4469
tel:414-771-4469


For Single Adults: A weekend of food, fellowship, & fun! 

Lutherans Singles Association is holding their biennial Conference at 
Bethel Lutheran Church, in Morton, IL on June 24-26, 2016. The keynote 
speaker is Author and Speaker Chad Bird. Cost is $90 for the entire 
conference (includes, snacks Friday, lunch Saturday, dinner/theatre Saturday 
evening and program costs, does not include sleeping rooms). Daily Rates 
are Friday $20, Saturday Day $40, Saturday Evening $30.00. Dinner 
Saturday is at the Pizza Ranch Buffet and Theatre is Corn Stock Theater, 
Peoria, IL where we will see a live performance of Cheaper by the Dozen. 
Come and meet single adults from all over the country. Flyer can be 
downloaded from their Facebook page - 2016 Lutheran Singles Association 
Conference, or email Linda Gerbitz, president@lsalcms.org.  
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special day to honor 

our fallen heroes. 

Take a moment this day  

from your activities, 

remembering these brave men 

and women who came forth to 

serve and protect us,  

that we live in the  

land of the free. 

Elaine Lemke 
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LCMS National Convention  

Online Volunteer Signup is now available for those wishing to become involved with this summer’s LCMS 

National Convention, July 9-14. Our South Wisconsin District is excited to be the hub of all the activity this 

year as this 66th tri-annual convention will be held at the Wisconsin Center in downtown Milwaukee. Choose 

from a variety of volunteer opportunities, pick your available days and times, and become a part of this exciting 

event! To access this online tool, just go to swd.lcms.org and the follow the link to “LCMS National Convention” 

on the home page. A form that you can print and mail in is also available there. Please call the District 

office, 414-464-8100, if you have any questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 Renewed in Christ         
                                                                       Hope • Strength • Soar 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Heavens Declare the Glory of God! 
 

This is the theme of our school fine arts program on Friday, May 6
th

.  
Doors open at 5:30pm at our Lincoln campus for the viewing of artwork.  

The music program begins in the Lincoln gym at 6:30pm.  
Come and enjoy an evening of art and music! 
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        Sharing God’s Bounty 

                                May  

Whom Are You Looking At? 

The disciples were thrilled. They had their Lord back in their presence once again. Since his resurrection, he 
had appeared to them and others several times. They were still a little confused, though, when he talked about 
“wait[ing] for the gift [his] Father promised” (Acts 1:4), and, then, “He was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid him from their sight” (Acts 1:9). 

You can imagine their bewilderment. He had died and been buried and then had risen from the dead! He 
had walked among them and taught them again, and now he is taken up into the clouds.  No wonder they 
stood … probably with mouths agape … looking into the sky where they had last seen him. 

It took “two men dressed in white” (Acts 1:10) to bring them back to their senses. “’Men of Galilee,’” they 
said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into Heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into Heaven’” (Acts 1:11). 

Back they went to Jerusalem. Their eyes were no longer on the clouds, but they were still looking at Jesus. 
They waited. They prayed. They chose another disciple. And they waited some more … all the while looking at 
Jesus. 

Whom are you looking at? Yes, Jesus had ascended. We can only imagine his joyful triumphant return as all 
the hosts of Heaven welcomed back the risen victorious Savior. Because he is that Savior, because he is the 
“author and perfecter of our faith,” “let us fix our eyes on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). Though his Word and 
Sacraments, he will lead us in his ways; he will teach us obedience and self-sacrifice; he will teach us love for 
our neighbors. With joyful and generous hearts, we celebrate the new life that Easter brings us by sharing the 
message of the Cross and the Empty Tomb with all who listen. Keep looking at Jesus until in Heaven you see 
him face to face! 

 

God comes first, not last. Otherwise, we give him only the leftovers after we have made sure that we have 
provided for our own comforts. 

The principle of sacrificial giving is that our giving to God comes off the top of all that he has given us. 
Otherwise, some would say it is not a true offering, just a tip left at the table. Pray to be enabled to give 
generously. 
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LCMS Spring Retreat for 55 & Up ~ May 11, 2016 

Join us for a day of spiritual enrichment, a delightful lunch and fellowship at 

Cedar Valley Retreat Center. Phyllis Wallace will talk to us about “Aging: The 

Opportunity of a Lifetime!” and David Wiedenkeller will play the role of 

Martin Luther in “The Life of Martin Luther”.  

For complete information & registration, go to swd.lcms.org or call Peg at the 

District office at 414-464-8100.  



                 School News 
From the Principal 

 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The theme for our school year has been God 
Is So Good!  As we reflect back on this theme, we witnessed this school year the many ways God is so good to 

all of us.  For that, we are truly thankful, and are urged on to continue to do His work.  I 
am thankful for the support shown to our school.  We are so blessed to have almost 
every single student who attended school at St. Paul's this year, re-enroll to attend next 
year.  We are excited about the possibility to open more classrooms for younger children 
in our ECC.  We are happy to see how the children have grown in all areas over the 
course of this school year.  All in all, we really can see how God has been so good to us 
over this past school year.  We ask for His continued guidance, blessings, and direction 

as we seek to do His will in the lives of His people.  Thank you for your continued prayers and support as we 
move forward continuing of the mission that began over 90 years ago at St. Paul's - sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ of what he has done, is doing, and will continue to do for all of us.  Praise God! 

 

Some exciting events coming up: 

 

 On Friday, May 6th at 6:30pm we are again presenting our Fine Arts Program.  It is in the 
gym and lower level of the church and school.  We hope you can attend to see all of the 
wonderful work our students have done this year, along with using their God given 
gifts, talents, and abilities to give God glory. 
 

 We are looking into starting hot lunch next year.  If this occurs, we will need some volunteers to help 
set up, serve, and clean up each day.  Watch for more information about this program, and ways in 
which you can volunteer.  We would love to have you help out. 
 

 With the approval given in April at the special voters' meeting, we are going forward with plans to offer 
childcare and educational services for children below three years old.  We are still gathering all of the 
information and regulations to see what needs to be done to get this addition to our existing preschool 
program going.  This is another wonderful opportunity to reach and serve people in our St. Paul's and 
greater West Allis communities.  Please keep us in your prayers as we move forward with this exciting 
but challenging endeavor. 
 

 On Sunday, May 22nd, we have the opportunity to recognize God's servants who are celebrating 
anniversaries of service at St. Paul's Lutheran School, anniversaries of church members, as well as thank 
those servants who will not be returning next school year.  Watch for more information as to how you 
can sign up and participate in this Celebration of Anniversaries and Farewells. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for St. Paul's Lutheran School as we continue to nurture 
God's children in the love and admonition of our Lord. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rick Schneider, Principal 
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St. Paul’s Youth 

 
High School Youth  

Two important dates for NYG Youth! 

June 9th at 7:00pm Youth & Parents Final Meeting 

All youth attending the National Youth Gathering and their parent (s) need to attend this 

meeting. It will take place in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00pm on Tuesday, June 9th. Medical 

release forms will be collected, final details will be explained, covenant will be signed, and an 

itinery will be provided. Contact Pastor Bender if you simply can’t make it. (541-6250; cell 217-

779-7985) 

 

June 11th Carwash at Martin Luther H.S. 

This is our final fundraiser and we hope to raise over $700. Please 

be there to wash some cars, get in a few water fights, and have 

some fellowship. Watch for more details to come.  

  

 

 

Jr. Youth  

Congratulations Confirmands!!! 
 

 

High School Events 

Martin Luther High School: Rummage Sale May 4-7.  

Milwaukee Lutheran High School: “Man from La Mancha” May 1 at 2pm 

Lake Country Lutheran High School: May 6-8 “Story Theater”; May 14 Spring Concert 
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PERKINS FUNDRAISER CONTINUES THROUGH THE MONTH OF JUNE! 
Looking for a place to dine out?  Enjoy a meal at Perkins and help support the St. Paul’s youth 
attending National Youth Gathering! Perkins will give money back to our youth for meals eaten 
there through early June!!!  MUST HAVE A FLYER WHEN YOU GO THERE! Flyers containing 4 
coupons can be found in your mailbox, at the church office or at the Grant St. desk.   
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