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From your Pastor
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Truth! As He stood trial on that Good Friday so long ago, Jesus told Pontius Pilate, “Everyone on the
side of truth listens to me.” In response, Pilate questioned our Lord Jesus Christ asking, “What is
Truth?” What is the answer? Does anybody really care about “Truth” anymore. Do you care?
The apostle Paul writes in his second letter to Timothy:
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage –
with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears
away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
We as God’s children are to turn away from myths and false teachings and have ears to
hear the truth. The truth is that our God created all things. So we turn aside from the
myth of evolution and confess the truth. The truth is that God calls us to confess and
repent of our sins, and so we turn away from the lies of the world that tell us to live
whatever way we please. The truth is that God so loved the world, Jesus came to be our
Savior, to die and rise again. Therefore, we turn a deaf ear to the false religions of the
world.
On the 21st of May, 2017, thirteen young people will stand up and confess the truth. They will confess
their faith in the Lord and declare that they will follow Him, trust Him, and walk with Him all the days
of their lives. We hope and pray that will be the case for each of them. Yet we know the truth is that
some will fall away; then we pray for their return, that they might again confess the truth.
At the beginning of this letter, I asked whether you care about Truth? I do. I hope that all of you do
too. If you do care, then get to know the TRUTH better. Read your Bible. Study God’s Word. Have
family devotions. Be alert and look out for false teaching. Because the time has come . . . when many
will not put up with sound doctrine. So stand firm in God’s truth.
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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OUTSIDE CROSS: Last year the stone cross atop the east gable of the sanctuary had to be
removed due to large cracks at the base. The replacement of that cross has been added to
our list of suggested gifts and memorials. We have received two quotes and
designs that are very similar – an interior-illuminated white Plexiglas or Lexan
cross, similar in size to the stone cross we removed. With required electrical
work, the project would cost about $ 9,000. A “cross fund” has been
established, and should you wish to donate or designate a memorial to that
fund, please specify “cross fund” on your gift. Thank you!

___________________________________________________________________________

Blessings to our young adults who will be confirmed in the Christian Faith this month!
Jaedon Brandt

Elena Gonzalez Clark

Claire Igielski

Thomas Hemmings

Jeffrey Moravec

Jennifer Moyle

Rachel O’Brien

Placido Ramos Jr

Aidyn Roska

Shayla Schaff

Ryan Scheuer

Lilly Schoenecker

Latisa Supan
Jesus said, I am the Light of the world.
Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but have the light of life. - John 8:12

Confirmation Questioning & Pictures ~ Thursday May 18th at 6:30pm
Confirmation ~ May 21, 2017 at 10:30am
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Sunday Morning Bible Class

Bible Classes

9:15am in the Fellowship Hall - Adult Bible Class
During the month of May we will finish the study entitled: “Unlocking the Mysteries of Genesis.” This
study takes a look at God’s creation and the creation history found in the book of Genesis. These are
the topics for May:
May 7 – No Class due to Voters’ Assembly Meeting
May 14 – Episode 10: “Origin of the Universe”
May 21 – Episode 11: “Uniqueness of the Earth”
May 28 – Episode 12: “Science and Scripture”
Come and learn some wonderful facts about the universe and the earth our God created for our
enjoyment and life. See science through the lens of Holy Scripture and be blessed in life as you grow
in faith. We meet at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall and there are usually some baked goods to enjoy
along with a cup of coffee.
Leader: Pastor Bender

Monday Morning Bible Class
Ladies Bible Study group Monday mornings at 11:30 in the
Instructional Room “Portals of Prayer”
Leader: Laurel Privatt

Thursday Morning Bible Study
The apostle John, in his three open letters to the Christian
church – what we call 1,2,and 3 John – teaches us about
faith in Jesus and about living out the faith. We learn from
“the last living eye-witness of Christ” who writes to us after
teaching and preaching about Jesus for perhaps 40-50 years,
speaking in simple ways about light vs. darkness, truth vs.
falsehood, and Christ vs. the devil. Come fellowship with us
as we all sit at the feet of the apostle to be strengthened in
our faith and walk with Jesus! Thursdays, 10:00 – 11:30am in
the Fellowship Hall.

During the month of May we will
finish our study of the Book of Daniel:
May 13 we will study chapter 11
taking a look at the Kings of the North
and South and the King who exalts
himself above all gods;
May 27 we will take a look at chapter
12 and the final words of Daniel about
the “End Times.”
A hearty breakfast is served about
7:00am in the fellowship hall,
followed by prayer and delving into
God’s holy Word.
All men are welcome! If you want to
join us, enter through the 79th street
doors.

Leader Pastor Prince

Renewed in Christ
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Men’s Bible Breakfast

Hope • Strength • Soar

Widows Lunch The next Widows Lunch will be Wednesday May 10th at 11:00 at Baker’s Square on
National Avenue. Please call Judy Hurst at 543-5839 if you won’t be able to attend.

Women’s Book Club

Our next meeting will be June 12th at 6:30pm at the ECC. We will be discussing “Dining
With Joy” by Rachel Hauck. (We will not meet in May)

Elizabeth Ministry Please remember Elizabeth Ministries in your prayers and if you wish to join our group please
contact Julie Avila at javila7@wi.rr.com.

Quilters May 1 & 15 at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall. New quilters always welcome to join this group!
Ladies Guild Meeting May 22nd at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies of the congregation are
invited to join this wonderful mission group.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Memorial Day

A day to remember the fallen heroes
Who had stepped forward to protect us
Given their all for the country they love.
Bring out your flags,
The flag they died for.
Let us display it, in their honor this day.
Elaine Lemke

Senior Fun Seekers
On Friday June 9th at 7:30 we will be going to see the play And Then There Were None, a mystery by
Agatha Christie at The Sunset Playhouse. The cost is $18.00. We plan on eating at Penelopes at 6pm.
Would like to know by Monday 5/22. Call Janine 322-9148 to sign up.
On Sunday August 20th we would like to go to the Southwest Suburban Symphony’s presentation of A
Bernstein Banquet. It will be in the Saber Center at Franklin High School. More info to follow.
We are thinking about going to Lambeau Field in October if there is enough interest. We can
discuss this at our May or June outing. If not, we can try the Milwaukee Art Museum.
In early December we would like to go to the Nativity Collection at Holy Cross Church in
Menomonee Falls. That would be in the afternoon. Maybe eat first at Trysting Place? Exact info
will follow later.
If any of you have any ideas or suggestions they are always welcome.
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With High Delight….
What helps you to rejoice? What brings you the greatest joy?
We are now in the season of Easter! A time to rejoice in the delightful gift of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord!
Our hymn of this month is 483, With High Delight Let Us Unite. This hymn has been a
part of our hymnal for the last thirty plus years. The hymn writer, Georg Vetter, has
taken the idea of praising the Lord with great jubilation and bringing it out to the people
of the world! Let us praise the Lord with this hymn of joy!
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.” 1
Corinthians 15: 20-23

On Sunday August 20th 6:00 PM we have the privilege of hosting the
Ugandan Kids Choir here at St. Paul’s. We are looking for people to help with hosting
and/or providing meals for the group.
We are looking for 4 host homes for the choir and sponsors.
Home 1 - 3 children & 1 chaperone
Home 2 - 3 children & 1 chaperone
Home 3 - 4 children & 1 chaperone
Home 4 - 1 chaperone

Host families would need to provide:
 Places for sleeping Aug 20-22
 Breakfast on Aug 21
 Transportation back to St. Paul’s on Monday Aug 21 7:45 AM
 Transportation from St. Paul’s to your home Aug 21 at 4:30 PM
 Supper on Aug 21
 Breakfast on Aug 22
 Transportation back to St. Paul’s on Tuesday Aug 22 7:45 at AM
Please contact Michelle Prince michelle@splcwa.org 414-541-6250 ext 3013 to help host and join in this
wonderful experience.

Meals for the Ugandan Kids Choir and Chaperones
We are also looking for volunteers to help with meals for the choir. Meals will be needed for:
Sunday Aug 20 - evening meal prior to the concert
Monday Aug 21 - Lunch
Tuesday Aug 22 - Lunch
Please contact Michelle Prince michelle@splcwa.org 414-541-6250 ext 3013 to help with meals.
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Sharing God’s Bounty
May
God’s Draft Choices
Two of the most highly watched sporting events on television are not when teams or athletes are competing
against each other; rather they involve the drafting of players for the National Football League (NFL) and
National Basketball Association (NBA) teams. For many hours, fans of professional sports will watch intently
to see whom their favorite teams will draft.
Most of us won’t be drafted by professional football or basketball teams, but, as Christians, we receive a
greater calling. We, in essence, are God’s draft choices. “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16). God has made us a part of his team. We are not chosen by God because
we are successful in our careers, great athletes, or wealthy. God chooses ordinary people to do extra-ordinary
things. “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the
world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things ... and the things that
are not ... to nullify the things that are” (1 Corinthians 1:27-28).
Through faith, we understand that we are among the foolish and weak through whom God carries on his
life-saving work. “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God
and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). God entrusts us ... clay jars ... with this treasure ... the Gospel. Even
though we are frail and unworthy of our tasks, God has chosen us to carry his message of love to the world. As
humble people of faith, we are empowered by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. He transforms and molds us.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians
5:17). It is God who does the drafting and the changing. Through faith, we will stay on God’s team, and we
will bear the fruit that he calls us to bear.
The professional athletes who are drafted are expected to perform. They are paid large sums of money to do
very athletic things. As God’s chosen people, we may not receive large compensation, but our benefits are out
of this world! Therefore, we are eager to use our lives and resources in God’s service for his glory. Paul wrote,
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). What a privilege it is to be part of and serving on God’s winning team!

If Jesus walked up to you and said: “Come follow me ... I have a lot of work to do and I
really need your help,” would you tell him to get lost because you are just too busy in your
pursuit of personal possessions and worldly comfort? Every day is a time to reflect on all
that God has given you and a time to share and care about others. Have you given any
consideration to helping Jesus carry out his works in your own church?

LWML Mite Box Collection
May 6 & 7
In the Narthex
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_____________________________________________________________________________
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. What a joy to build upon the
Rock of our Salvation, Jesus Christ. That is our theme this school year and this is what we have
been doing all year, and what we hope to do in our future. It has been an amazing school year,
and I look forward to finishing out the last month of the 2016-17 school year in great fashion.
Some invites that go out to all of you:
Friday, May 5th at 6:00pm - Fine Arts will be held in the school gym. You are all welcome to
attend, as we praise God for the many gifts, talents, and abilities He has showered upon our
faculty and students at St. Paul's. It will be a wonderful night.
Friday, June 2nd at 6:00pm - 8th Grade Graduation in church. You are all invited to attend
our annual 8th Grade Graduation, recognizing the accomplishments of our students who
have matriculated through our school. This year, two of our graduates were members
of the first class in our 3K program. They received all of their schooling from 3K
through grade eight at St. Paul's.
I hope you can make it to one or both of these events.
I would also love to share with you

some great news regarding the 2017-18

school year. We have an

incredibly high retention rate from this

year to next. We already have

more students enrolled for next year

than we presently have attending

this year. What a blessing to share this

great news with you. But not only will we have more students again next year in our school (two
years in a row!), but the families that are joining the St. Paul's Lutheran School family are
tremendous. I welcome our returning and new families back next year for another great school
year.
Thank you all for your continued support of your school at St. Paul's. It is a pleasure serving
you, and I look forward to our time together as we seek to do the work of the Lord.
Yours in Christ,
Rick Schneider
Principal
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St. Paul’s Youth
Sr. High School Youth
Final Payment for Lutheran Valley Retreat is Due
If you have a youth attending our servant event trip this summer,
the final payment is due by May 31. The parents of all youth

Sr. Youth Bible Study

attending this event should receive a letter in the mail no later

We met every Sunday morning at
9:15am in the Instructional Room.

than the first week of May; the letter will include the amount

Open to ALL high schoolers!

due for your youth.

Instructors: Katie & Matt Meinzen

Mark Your Calendars Now for July 9. 2017
This is the date of the final meeting for those going on the servant event. Important
information will be given at this meeting, including an itinerary for the trip, contact information,
and medical forms to be filled out. If you cannot make the meeting, please contact Pastor
Bender (church 541-6250; cell 217-779-7985)

Jr. High Youth
Watch for information from Shelly about
upcoming activities!

Camp LuWiSoMo News
School will be out before you know it which
means summer camp is right around the corner.
Camp LuWiSoMo is offering 6 weeks of
youth camp for summer 2017. Our
summer youth camps provide faithgrowing opportunities in a Christcentered outdoor ministry setting
for children from three years old
through High School. To learn more about our
youth camps, visit:
http://www.luwisomo.org/youth-camp-summer
____________________________________

Voters Meeting
May 7th at 9:15am
in the church
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Divine Connections Happenings:
Mark your calendars for Divine Connections
Second Annual Outdoor Community Celebration
St. Paul’s Lutheran will again be inviting our neighbors to join
in worship, food and fellowship.
This year’s event will be on
Father’s Day, June 18 from 9:00 – 12:00
We will have 79th Street between Lincoln Ave. and Hayes blocked off for this event.
Bring a chair, a friend or two. (Chairs will be provided as well).
We will also be looking for help with setting up, cooking and serving. Please look in the
narthex for signup.
Spread the word and invite your friends and neighbors to this fun event.

Unexpected Surprises! We are very accustomed to the generosity of St. Paul’s members in
supporting the Groundwork Guatemala team, but recently we’ve received some wonderful
unanticipated support.
First, one St. Paul’s member went to her CPA for tax preparation. The CPA is a committed Christian,
and asked if St. Paul’s did any mission outreach. After hearing of the Groundwork
Guatemala trips, he graciously decided to provide the team with ONE HUNDRED (!)
Spanish bibles, enough for each of the teens we meet at our faith lessons to have their very
own bible.
Secondly, St. Paul’s children have donated their February and March chapel offerings to the
Groundwork team, and we will use these offerings to purchase antibiotics for the Groundwork
Guatemala grass-roots clinic. Access to health care is a major problem in Guatemala. Babies
are not registered for birth certificates until they are a month old, because medicines will be lifeimproving, and sometimes even may be lifesaving.
How very gratifying to share these earthly blessings with the Guatemalan people as we also work to
share God’s blessing of eternal life through Jesus Christ!
Only a month to go until we leave for Guatemala. Thanks to ALL of you who have donated to the
mission trip in so many different ways. Keep us in your prayers!
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May 14, 2017

