
                                          SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
                                                       Becoming One 
                                                  May 27 & 28, 2017 
                                                   5:00pm & 8:00am 
 
AS WE GATHER 
We human beings have been created for oneness with God the Holy Trinity and with all 
of life. Our sinful turning away has corrupted our nature and led us into overwhelming 
fear and shame. Yet, God in His mercy has given His Son to live and die and rise for us 
having done everything necessary to bring us back to our Father’s loving embrace. Now, 
where death once reigned, eternal life has broken in, and this is what that means: 
People come into a relationship with the only true God through faith in Jesus Christ, 
whom He has sent. To enter this relationship of love is to enter into oneness—no more 
separation—and life eternal begins now! 

WELCOME 

                Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
              In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope  
        through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  (1 Peter 1:3) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                      PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #457     “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                      Rise last stanza   

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
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Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Pastor: Sing to God, sing praises to His name; 
People: lift up a song to Him who rides through the deserts; 
Pastor: His name is the LORD; 
People: exult before Him! 
Pastor: Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 
People: is God in His holy habitation.    

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: O God, who is One in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 
People: we confess that we are by nature servants of disunity and division. We  
 have not lived in harmony with you, with other people, or with  
 ourselves. Forgive our turning away and by your grace, restore us to  
 oneness for the sake of Jesus Christ, who loved us and gave Himself for  
 us. 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I as a called and ordained servant of Christ  
 and by His authority, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father  
 and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE                Page 155 

Refrain:     This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Let us pray. O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above  
 all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of  
 truth whom you promised from the Father; for you live and reign with  
 Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
                                                             WORD  

FIRST READING  Acts 1:12–26  (A new witness to Jesus’ resurrection) 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath 
day's walk from the city.  When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they 
were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 
of James.  They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. In those days Peter stood up among the 
believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty) and said, "Brothers, the 
Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of 
David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested Jesus--he was one 
of our number and shared in this ministry."  (With the reward he got for his wickedness, 
Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines 
spilled out.  Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) "For," said Peter, "it is written in the book of 
Psalms, "'May his place be deserted; let there be no one to dwell in it,' and, "'May 
another take his place of leadership.' Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men 
who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us.  For one of 
these must become a witness with us of his resurrection." So they proposed two men: 
Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and Matthias.  Then they prayed, "Lord, 
you know everyone's heart.  Show us which of these two you have chosen to take over 
this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs."  Then they cast lots, 
and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 (Suffering with grace) 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice that you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  If you are 
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests on you.  If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind 
of criminal, or even as a meddler.  However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be  

3 

ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. For it is time for judgment to begin 
with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who 
do not obey the gospel of God?  And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what 
will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" So then, those who suffer according to 
God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 
time.  Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be self-controlled and alert.  
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout 
the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself 
restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  John 17:1–11 (Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer) 
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. 
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  For you granted him authority over all 
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.  Now this is 
eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent.  I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to 
do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before 
the world began. "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  
They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  Now they 
know that everything you have given me comes from you.  For I gave them the words 
you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with certainty that I came from you, 
and they believed that you sent me.  I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but 
for those you have given me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, and all you have is 
mine.  And glory has come to me through them.  I will remain in the world no longer, 
but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them by the 
power of your name-- the name you gave me-- so that they may be one as we are one. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #644       “The Church’s One Foundation”    

The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation By water and the Word. 
From heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.   
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Elect from every nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses With every grace endued. 

Though with a scornful wonder The world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 

Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 

Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 
O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face. 

SERMON                               “That They May Be One”                              John 17:1-11 

(Rise) 
NICENE CREED (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at 
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you 
are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to 
the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the 
service.   

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Pastor:  Let us pray to our Father in heaven, who keeps us in His care and hears  
 our prayers for the sake of Jesus.  

After each petition: 
Pastor:  . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
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At the conclusion of the prayers: 
Pastor:  . . . one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
                                                          SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                  Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of 
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church 
background, please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #483    “With High Delight Let Us Unite” 

With high delight Let us unite In songs of great jubilation. 
Ye pure in heart, All bear your part, Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 
To set us free Forever, He Is ris’n and sends To all earth’s ends 
Good News to save ev’ry nation. 

True God, He first From death has burst Forth into life, all subduing. 
His enemy Doth vanquished lie; His death has been death’s undoing. 
“And yours shall be Like victory O’er death and grace,” Saith He, who gave 
His life for us, life renewing. 

Let praises ring; Give thanks, and bring To Christ our Lord adoration. 
His honor speed By word and deed To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 
So shall His love Give us above, From misery And death set free, 
All joy and full consolation. 
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                HYMN #605           “Father Welcomes” 
Refrain:  Father welcomes all His children To His fam’ly through His Son.  

Father giving His salvation, Life forever has been won. 

Little children, come to Me, For My kingdom is of these.  
Life and love I have to give, Mercy for your sin.   Refrain  

In the water, in the Word, In His promise, be assured;  
Those who are baptized and believe Shall be born again.  Refrain 

Let us daily die to sin; Let us daily rise with Him.  
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

HYMN #611    “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” 
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die 
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine. 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heavens above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me wondrous thought! Found me when I sought Him not. 

Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiven, Joy that lifts the soul to heaven, 
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod. 

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: O God, who is One in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, we give you thanks that  
 you have flung wide the gates of eternal life here on this altar, where  
 Jesus has come to us in His body and blood. Use this seed of the  
 resurrection to fill us with your own life that by our frequent eating and  
7 drinking of this Meal, we may be made ready to experience the fullness  

 of eternal life on the day when Jesus comes again; for you live and reign  
 with the same Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God,  
 today and always. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS 
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #922     “Go, My Children, With My Blessing” 
Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.  
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own.  
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.  
Go, My children, with My blessing – You are My own. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.  
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.  
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, Saw His glory.  
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.  

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;  
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.  
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you.  
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 

I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace.  
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace;  
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.  
Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace. 

Preacher                                              Pastor Harold Bender 
Liturgist                               Pastor Tim Prince 
Lectors                               Jodi Drew, Laurel Privatt  
Acolytes                       Sophia Novotny, Isabella Foti 
Children’s Message                                                 Laurel Privatt 
Organist                                 Michelle Prince 
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