FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The Shepherd’s Voice
May 6 & 7, 2017

AS WE GATHER
Thanks to the grace of God working faith in our hearts, we are able to hear the voice of
Jesus, our Shepherd. What that would mean, were we to block out competing voices
around us, is described in Acts—the members of the Early Church were active in teaching,
fellowship, communion, prayers, and works of charity. Their actions spoke volumes, and
many others “heard” Christ through them. We all stray, of course, as did the people to
whom Peter wrote in today’s Epistle. But in His grace, God calls us back to return to “the
Shepherd and Overseer” of our souls. We gather again to hear His voice today.

5:00 HANDBELLS (Grades 5-8) “Jesus Loves Me” “God is So Good” “He is Exalted”
WELCOME
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #463 “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”
Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia!
For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
When contending death and life, Alleluia! Met in strange and awesome strife.
Alleluia!
Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
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(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: The LORD is my shepherd;
People: I shall not want.
Pastor: He makes me lie down in green pastures.
People: He leads me beside still waters.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to our victorious King,
Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His pierced side. Alleluia!
Our Good Shepherd Jesus is. He is ours, and we are His.
We, His sheep, need never fear, For our Shepherd’s voice we hear. Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia!
Text: (Sts. 1, 3): Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt., Public domain; (St. 2): James Pierce, copyright © 2016
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since you have wakened from
death the Shepherd of your sheep,
People: grant us your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we
may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
FIRST READING Acts 2:42–47 (The Early Church grows.)
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous
signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in
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common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

SERMON HYMN #709 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19–25

(You have been healed by your Shepherd’s wounds.)
For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is
conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and
endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before
God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that
you should follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth." When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he
made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore
our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by
his wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

5:00 ADULT HANDBELLS

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me.
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!

“Savior Like a Shepherd”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1–10 (The sheep know their Shepherd’s voice.)
"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in
by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not
recognize a stranger's voice." Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand
what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for
the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in
and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
Pastor: Christ is risen!
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
(Be seated)

SERMON

John 10:1-10

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED found on the inside back cover of the hymnal
(Be seated)
5:00 HANDBELLS (Grades 5-8)

“Echoes”

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located at the
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are
finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the book to the
center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to greet after the
service.

(Rise)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of His hand, and
for all people according to their needs. Almighty God, receive our humble
thanks that Christ suffered for us so that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. When it is given to us to suffer for your name’s sake, grant
that we would follow Jesus, act in love, and entrust ourselves to you.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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“The Voice That Calls Us By Name”
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People: Strengthen those who endure persecution for the name of Jesus, thwart
the plans of those who oppose the Gospel, and grant to them repentance
so that they, too, might die and live in Christ.
Pastor: O Lord, our Creator and Redeemer, all beauty and creativity is found in
your Son. Bless all artists and artisans, that in the midst of a world made
ugly by sin, their labors might remind us of the beauty of creation.
People: Bless especially artists and musicians who use their gifts to build up
Christ’s church.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, in the light of your Son’s resurrection, your people
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.
People: Unite your people in the one true faith, and grant penitent hearts to all
who come to receive Christ’s body and blood this day.
Pastor: King of the nations, with your favor behold the president and Congress of
the United States and all others in authority; replenish them with your
grace, that they may always incline to your will and walk in your way.
People: Prosper all good counsels and just works, that peace and contentment,
truth and righteousness, genuine faith and piety may be established
among us.
Pastor: Almighty God, by the work of your Holy Spirit through the Means of Grace,
you daily add to the number of believers those who were being saved.
People: Grant to us and all your people courageous hearts and bold tongues to
proclaim your truth, trusting that you will gather more in keeping with
your gracious will.
Pastor: Almighty God, at the beginning of time you instituted Holy Marriage. We
rejoice with John and Alyssa as they were joined together in marriage this
weekend. We also celebrate with Gary and Wendy upon their 42nd
anniversary as well as Jerry and LuEva who rejoice in the 56 years the Lord
has given them together.
People: Bless these couples and all marriages with faithfulness, compassion, love
and kindness.
Pastor: O Lord, you worked many miracles of healing and restoration through the
hands of the apostles in the name of Jesus. Hear our prayers on behalf of all
who cry to you including Barbara, Pat, Barb, Herb, Ethan, Cliff, Edith, Doris,
Carol, Ervin, Matthew, Arlene, Mae, Dorothy, John, Arlene, Roemelle,
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People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

LuEva, Kathleen, Jean, Russ, Helen, Leonard, Linda, Gladys, Jack, Shirley and
Sarah.
Provide them help according to your will, and grant that we might be of
help and support to those in need, serving with glad and generous hearts.
God of comfort and consolation, bless and be with those who grieve in
these days. We pray especially for Vanessa and Jim Thomas and family as
they grieve the passing of her father, Russell. We pray also for my family as
we grieve the passing of our brother-in-law, Terry.
Hold them in your arms, wipe away their tears, and fill them with hope
and peace through faith in Jesus Christ.
Father in heaven, we rejoice in the generosity of your people, especially
regarding the generous gift we recently received for our cross fund.
Continue to bless our efforts of restoring a lighted cross to our church
building.
Bless us all to be good stewards of your bounty, to be generous and
willing to share, and to support the work of Christ's kingdom with our
gifts of service and sacrificial giving.
Lord Jesus Christ, you still gather your sheep, and we still hear your voice
through your holy Word. Receive our thanks for all the saints whom you
have shepherded through the valley of the shadow of death to eternal life.
Grant that we might fear no evil until we are gathered with them before
your throne; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
People: But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
Pastor: As we have heard God’s Word and are about to receive the body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us confess our
sins, confident of His grace, mercy, and forgiveness. O Holy Spirit, we give
thanks that the Early Church exemplified what it means to be the Body of
Christ and that many people came to faith through their witness.
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People: We must confess that we have not always been fully devoted to the study
of the Word, to a faithful use of the Sacraments, and to loving service to
the people around us. Forgive us, and renew in us right hearts and willing
spirits.
Pastor: Our gracious Shepherd, we give thanks that you not only endured suffering
and death for our sake, but also left us an example that we might follow in
your steps.
People: We must confess that we have avoided suffering for your name, have not
always turned the other cheek when reviled, and have often strayed from
your will. Forgive us, and open our ears to hear your gracious call to
return to you.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, we give thanks that your Son knows us each by name and
that you have given us faith to hear His voice. He alone gives us protection;
He alone offers us abundant life.
People: We confess in all humility that often we have not even listened to His
voice. Too often, we have feared the dangers of the world around us.
Forgive us, strengthen our resolve, and restore to us the joy of your
salvation.
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, gave Himself
willingly into suffering and death to pay for all our sinning and straying. By
His resurrection, He has restored to us eternal and abundant life. We shall
dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Therefore, as a called and ordained
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

AGNUS DEI
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.
(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of another
LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church background,
please see the pastor or an elder first.
5:00 ADULT HANDBELLS

With high delight Let us unite In songs of great jubilation.
Ye pure in heart, All bear your part, Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation.
To set us free Forever, He Is ris’n and sends To all earth’s ends
Good News to save ev’ry nation.
True God, He first From death has burst Forth into life, all subduing.
His enemy Doth vanquished lie; His death has been death’s undoing.
“And yours shall be Like victory O’er death and grace,”
Saith He, who gave His life for us, life renewing.
Let praises ring; Give thanks, and bring To Christ our Lord adoration.
His honor speed By word and deed To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation.
So shall His love Give us above, From misery And death set free,
All joy and full consolation.
HYMN #710 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Now Want”

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
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“Rondo Passacaglia”

HYMN #483 “With High Delight Let Us Unite”

 SACRAMENT 
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

Page 198

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by.
My soul He doth restore again And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
8 continued

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, Yet, will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me , and Thy rod And staff me comfort still.
My table Thou hast furnished In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be.
HYMN #707 “Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways”
Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God grant me grace To know and do His will!
Order my footsteps by Thy Word And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, But keep my conscience clear.
Assist my soul, too apt to stray, A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way, Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.
Make me to walk in Thy commands ‘Tis a delightful roadNor let my head of heart or hands Offend against my God.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, you have protected your flock by your death
and resurrection, and in this Sacrament have nurtured the faith within us.
Grant us such faith that we always listen to your voice and follow you in
paths of righteousness, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal
covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will,
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever.
People: Amen.
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DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve our risen Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
CLOSING HYMN #711

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; Much we need Your tender care.
In Your pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
We are Yours; in love befriend us, Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, Seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Hear us children when we pray.
You have promised to receive us, Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to You.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to You.
Early let us seek Your favor, Early let us do Your will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior, With Your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, You have loved us, love us still.
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